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1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Nationa: Climate
Extremes Commitiee (NCEC) is to assess the
scientific merit of extreme meteorolegical/
climatological events and provide a
recommeandation to NOAA management
regarding the validity of the measurement. Tne
NCEC will aisc act to disseminate NOAA's
recormmendat:on of the event ana coordirale
any media inguines with the NWS Pubiic Affairs
Office. The NCEC was estabiished 'r 1997
following an investigation into a possible 24-nour
snowfall record at Montague, Mew York.

2. COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

The Committee will be chaired by a
representative from the National Ciimanic Data
Center and composed of additional
representatives from the hational Weather
Service's Office of Metecrology and the American
Association of State Climatolagists (AASC). The
AASC member will be the current president of
the organizaticn. Discussions on the role of the
Committee ard its interaction with the state
ciimatologist ccmmunity will be conducted at the
annual meeting of the AASC.

3. PURPOSE AMND PROCESS

The Federal Committee’s mandaie is
restricted to national extreme values of the
elements isted in the attachmenrt., This
attachmeant proviges previousy acceptec
naticnal extremes tnrough 1997, along witr tne
lacation and date of 2ach zcourrenze, The
Commrttes’s mandate does nctinclude the
reavaluation of the existing extreme values
listed. This list may be expanded as additional
element extremes, such as greatest monthly
rainfall/snowfall are developed. Some
elements, such as hail size and short-duration
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rain rates | are frequently repotec in the meadia.
Because they are anecdota!l and non objective in
nature, the Committee will nct be resoensitle
for validating reports of this nature.

Extreme values which are not naticna: i
maanitude will be validated using cur-ent
procedures. Locail daily/month!y/annuai records
a2t Maticnal Weathar Service (NWS), Faderal
Aviatien Administration anc goss:bry Til'tany
sites, will be the respensibility of on-site
perscnnei. State recorcs for mos: listed
siemeants are maintaines at the Nationai Ciimatic
Data Center (NCDC) and new records will be
validated via communication between NCDC,
NWS and the state climatologist for the state in
guestion. If the state does not have an active
state climatelogist program, cocrdination will be
with the Director of the Regional Climate Center
{RCC) covering the state. NCDC wiil update tne
list of state records with any repcrts validated
thraugh this precedure,

If, in the judgement of the NWS, a nationai
extreme value warrants investigation, the NWS
will assemble a team with the geographical and
technical expertise required to determine the
accuracy of the reported extrema.

Far national extremes repcrted from NWwS
s tes, the measurement will be exanyreo “or
camrpliance with established NWS guidelings and
specifications. Specifically, the investigatirg
veam will assess oosarvaticnal pracadures
~strument exposure and cperation, along wite
-engctirg equepment maintenance ard
czib-at:ion, AL a mimrnor, the investigating
seay owill be compeosad of cersonne from tpe
site in question {for WSCT sites) or tne NW5
Cooperative

Program Manager “or coozerative sitag,
instrument and cbservat cnai procedures
specialists from NWS neadquarters, and the
state ciimatologrst, or if necessary, a
representative from the RCC covering the state
in question. Additionally, the state climatologist
or RCC representative from the state with the
current national record will also be invited to
participate as a member of the investigating
team.
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