
Primary Sources Help Teach and Reinforce Historical Thinking Skills 

 

1. They prompt students to ask questions. 

2. They encourage students to acknowledge various points of view. 

3. They help establish context for historical events. 

4. They allow students to discover evidence. 

5. They help students see cause and effect relationships. 

6. They encourage students to compare and contrast evidence. 

7. They help students understand continuity and change over time. 

8. They force students to consider and recognize bias. 

9. They make students question where information comes from. 

10. They drive students to determine validity and reliability of sources. 

11. They enable students to realize the importance of referencing multiple resources 

for information. 
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