WE. the People of the United States, in order to form
a more perfect union, @ eftablith juftice, infure domeftic tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and fecure the bleflings

of liberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do ordain and eftablith this Conftitution for the

United States of America.

ARTICLE L

Sed. 1. ALL legiflative powers hercin granted fhall be vefied in a Congrefs of the United
States, which {ha.lltfnﬁll of a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives. -

Sedt. 2. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be compofed of members chofen every fecond year
by the people of the feveral ffates, and the clectors in cach flate fhall have the qualifications requi-
fite for electors of the moft numecrous branch of the ftate legiflature.

Ne perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not have attained tothe ageof twenty-fiveyears,and
been feven years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when cleéted, be an inhabitant
of that ftate in which he fhall be chofen.

Reprefentatives and diret taxes fhall be apportioned among the feveral fates which may be in-
cluded within this Union,according to their refpedtive numbers, whigh fhall be determined byadd-
ing to the whole number of free perfons, including thofe bound to for a term of years,
and excludieg Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The adtual enumeration fhall
be made within three years after the firlt mecting of the Congrefs of the United States, and within
every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner as they fhall by law diret. The number of
reprefentatives fhall not exceed one lor every forty thoufand, but each ffate thall have at leait one
reprefentative : and until fuch enumeration fhall be made, the flate of New-Hampthire fhall be en-
titled to chufe three, Maffachufetts eight, Rhode-IMland and Providence Plantations one, Connedticut
five, New-York fix, New- Jerfey four, Pennfylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia
ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and Georgia three,

When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any flate, the Executive authority thereof
fha'l iffu= writs of eleclion to fill fuch vacancies,

‘The Houle of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their Speaker and other officers; and s fhall have
the fole power of impeachment.

8. 3. The Senate of the United States fhall be compofed of two fenators from each flate, cho-
fen by the legiflature thereof, for fix years: and each fenator fhall have one vote.

‘lﬁwdiarr!)‘ after they fhall be affembled in confequence of the firft ele@ion, they fhall be divi-
<ed as equally as may be intothree claffles.  The feats of the fenators of the firft clafs fhall be vaca-
ted at the expiration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year, and
ot the third clafs at the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one-third may be chofen every fecond
year: and il vacancics happen by refignation, or otherwife, during the recels of the Legiflature of
any ftate, the Exccutive thercol may make temporary appointments until the next mecting of the
Legiflature, o dcl v e oA /f..;..c.é.',.-x -

No perfon fhall be a fenator who fhall not have attained tothe age of thirty years,and beea rine
years acitizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when eleGed, be an inhabitant of that fiae
for which he fhall be chofen.

The Vice-Prefident of the United States fhall be, emmiiin, Prefident of the fenate, but fall
hiave no vote, unlefs they be equally divided.

The Senate fhall choole their other officers, and alio a Prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of
the Vice-Prefident, or when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident of the United States.

Thie Scnate [hgll have ghe fole power to try all impeachments.  When fitting for that purpofe,
they thall b 3d 0ath.”™ Whicn the Prefident of the United States is tried, the Chief Joflice fhall
prefide: And no perfon fhail be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
}‘.’ﬂrﬂl-

Judgment in cafes of impeachment fhall not extend further than to remsval from office, and dif-
qualification to hold and emjoy any office of honor, trult or profit under the United States: bur the
party convicted fhall neverthclefs be liable and fubject to indi@ment, trial, judgment and punith-
ment, according to law.

Scif. 4. Thetimes, places l]:l:‘ manner of holding c'ecions for fenators and reprefentatives, fhall
be preferibed in each flate by t iflature thereof: but thg may at any time w make
or fl:cr fach ugnhliom.—b.{x < /l:f-\’d- /fﬁl s 402:.8}:.&}'.')»- "a,"' o~y

‘The Congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once in every year,and fuch mecting fhall beon the firft Mon-
day in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint a different day.

Scdl. 5. Each houfe fhall be the judge of the eleitions, returns and qualifications of its own mem-
bers, and a majority of each fhal conftitute 2 quorum to do bufinefls: but a fmaller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorifed to compel the attendance of abfent bers, in
{Mll.‘ manner, am{ under fach ies as each houfe may provide. forderly

“ach houle may determine the rules of its proceedings; punifh its members for di beha-
viour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, e'q:I a Snbrr. £

Each houfe fhali keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time totime publifh the fame, ex-
cepting fuch parts as may in their judgment irc fecrecy; and the ycas and nays of the members
of ch:rlmufem any queftion fhall, at llcrmdmﬁ&h of thofe prefent, be entered on the

urn
jﬂ?'ln:i_tlm'hmﬂ'e, during the feffion of fhall, without the confent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other than that in which the two houfes fhall be fitting.

Sedl. 6. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive a compenfation for their fervices, to be
afcertained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the United States. They fhall in all cafes, ex-
cept treafon, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendance at
the feflion of their wiu houfes, and ia going to and returning from the fame ; and for any
fpcech or debatein cither houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any other place.

No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time for which he was cleted, be appointed to
any civil office under the authority of the United States, which fhall have been created, or the emo-
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luments whereof fhall have been encfeafed during fuch time ; and no perfon holding any office un-
der the United States, fhall be a member of either houfe durmghlsm.tmmce in office.

i - ile of the laws thallbe, “ Be it enacted by the fenators and reprefenta-
{ m;:n&pﬁ% ‘ i v X

All bills for raifing revenue fhall originate in the houfe of reprefentatives: but the fenate may pre-
pole or concur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which fhall have paffed the houfe of reprefentatives and the fenate, fhall, before it be-
come a law, be prefented to the prefident of the United States. If he r:hcﬂuﬂﬁbnu‘,
but if not he fhall return it, with his objetions to that houfe in -hlchnm:u origirated, who
fhall enter the obje@ions at large on their journal, and proceed 1o reconfider it. Ifafter fuch recon-
fideration two-thirds of that houfe fhall agree to pals !hc bill, it fhali be fent, together with the

jeclions, to the other houfe, by which it fhall Iikcmkbemonf-dcrtd and if approved by two-
thirds of that houfe, it fhall become a law. But in all fuch cafes the votes of both houics fhall

be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the voting for and againft the bill thall
be entered on the journal of cach houfe refpetti xnul dlﬁnllmtbemum:dh)‘thc Pre-
fident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it have been prefented to him, the fame fhall

be alaw, in like manner asif he bad figned it, unlefs the Congrefs by their adjournment prevent its
return, in which cale it fhall not be a law.

Every order, refolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate and Houle of Reprefen.
tatives may be neceflary (except on a queftion of adjcurnment) fhall be prefented to the Prefident

of the United States; and before the cfiedt, fhall be approved by him, or, being
difapproved by him, fhall be repafled by of the Senate and Houle of Reprefentatives,
according 1o the rules and limitations prefcribed in the cafe of a bill.

Sect. 8. The Congrefs Fhey fhall have power

To lay and colleét taxes, duties, impofts and excifes; to pay the debts and provide for the com- .
mon delence and general welfare of the United States: At Al ety t%:-nfam Akl Lo onsfnte
To borrow moncy on the credit of the United States. Lt M bl T ATy
To regulate commerce with foreign muon:.amng the feveral ftates, and with the Indian tribes.
To eftablifh an niform rule of raturalization, and eniform laws on the fubjeét of bankruptcics
tiroughout the United States.
To coin moncy, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the Randard of weights
and meafures.
To provide for the punifhment of counterfciting the fecuritics and current coin of the United

ates.

To eftablith polt offices and poft roads.

To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts, by fecuring for limited times to authors 2
inventors the exclufive right to their refpeclive writings and difcoveries.

To conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court. s

To define and punifh piracies and fclonics committed on the high feas, and offerces againil the
law of nations. :

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprifal, and make rules concerning captures on
land and water.

To raife and fupport armics : but no appropriation of money to that ufe fhall be for a longer
term than two years.

To provide and maintain 2 navy.

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces.

"T'o provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union, fupprefs infurredlions
and repel invahions.

To provide for organizing, arming and difciplining the militia, and for governing fuch part
of them as may be employed in the fervice of the United States, referving to the States refpedive-
Iy, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the dil-
cipline preferibed by Congrefs.

To exercile udufw: logiflation in all cafes whatfocver, over fuch diftri&t (not excesding ten
miles fquare) as may, by ceffion of particular States, and the acceptance of Congrefs, become
the feat of the government of the United States, and to exercife like authority over rall plzccs pur-
chafed by the confent of the legiflature of the flate in which the fame fhall be, for the ereion of
forts, magazines, arfnals, dock-yards, and other needful bnildmgs—.r\nd

To make all laws which fhall be neceffary and ropet for carrying into execurion the foregoing
powers, and all other powers velted b tlns conilitution in the gormmmt of the United States,
or in any department or officer the

Sedl. 9. The migration or lmpnnuwn of fuch perfons as ﬁ- ftates now exifting fhall
think proper to admit, fhall not be prohibited by the Congrefs prior to the year one thoufand cight

hundred and cight, but a tax or duty may be impoled on fuch importation, not exceeding ten dol-
lars for each perfon.

! lhcptmkgcoflhcwno[hbtucupulhﬂmbefufpcnded,ulc{lthmmu&sofubdh-
ca o invafion the ] nnmmn.
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imminent,
I

\ Sedl. 1. The executive power fhall be vefted in a prefident of the United States of America. He

/e Thall hold his officc during the term of four years, and, together with the vice-prefident, chofen for

he fame term, be cledled aminminlinsiny—

Each ftate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the legiflature thereof mav dire&, a number of elec-
ors, equal to the whole number of fenators and reprefentatives to which the ftate may be entitled
- jn Congrefs: but no fenator or reprefentative - #or vy p‘cgu holding
an office of trull or profit under the United Nell Lo oefifirsi.led 2. el
“cr The ele&tors fhall meet in their refpedtive flates, and vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one
-at leaft thall not be an inhabitant of the fame flate with themfelves. And they fhall make a lift of
= all the perfons voted for, and of the number of votes| fpm%?j they fhall fign and certi-

.Jy, and tranfmit fealed to the feat of the guummk govefnment, ed to the prefident of the fenate,

he prefident of the fenate fhallin the prefence of the fenat¢ and houfe of reprefentatives open all
24~ the certificates, and the votes fhall then be counted. The perfon having the greatc® number of

votes fhallbe the prefident, iffuch number be a majority of the whole number of ele&ors appointed ;
and if there be more than one who have fuch majority, and have an equal number of votes, then
the houfe of reprefentatives fhall immediately chufe by ballot one of them for prefident ; and if no
“’perfon have a majority, then from the five higheft on the lift the faid houfe fhall in like manner

ghoole the prefident.  But in choofing the prefident, the votes fhall be taken by ftates

the reprefentation from each ftate having one vote. A quorum for this purpofc fall confift
of a member or members from two-thirds of the ftates, and a majority of all the flates fhall be ne-
ceflary to a choice.  In every cafe, after the choice of the prefident inissmspissmin, thc per-
fon having the greatelt number of votes of the eletors fhall be the vice-prefident. But if there
fhould remain two or more who have equal votes, the fenate fhall chocfe from them by ballot the
vice-prefident, P

'I'i?: Congrefs may wime of chufing the eleitors, and ﬁ which they
fhall give their votes; fhail be @ the fame dmgp throughout the United Stazes.

No perfon except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States, at the time of the
adoption of this conflitution, fhall be eligible to the office of prefident ; neither fhall any perfon
be eligible to that office who fhall not kave atrained to the age of thirty-five years, and been four-
teen years a refident within the United States.

In cafe of the removal of the prefident from office, or of his death, refignation, or inability to
diicharge the powers and duties of the faid office, the fame fhall devolve on the vice-prefident,and
the Congrefs may by law provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignation or inability, both of
the prefident and vice prefident, declaring what ofiicer fhall then a& as prefident, and fuch cfficer
fhall adt acootdinélz, tntil the difability be removed, or dmuyminsele———rc fidcnt
—-——. Al elerey /‘-p-a‘.- -SSR SR oy

The prefident fhall, at Rated times, receive which fhail |, »
neither be encreafed nor diminithed during the peried for which he fhall have been eleted. an <o <o & -"*f;;

Before he enter on the execution of bis office, he fhall take the following oath or zfirmation: ‘2.‘-':,':(: = '_)"
< l+cs—sie, do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that ] wili faithfully exceute the office of prefident of —— o
the United States, and will to the beft of my % preferve, protedt and defend,z  _ -,
the conflitution of the United States.” A e A—}_{f

/ ol dee Sct. 2, The prefident fhall be commander in chicf of the army and navy of the United States, il ﬁ

A Aen talled it '/f and of the militia of the feveral States & he may require the opinion, in writing, of the princi-

medind ov e o e lnt)pal officer in each of the exccutive riments, upon any fubject relating to the duties of their

ot . refpedlive oflices, winmeeliodsinsmsheminniistiinseddosssn, 2nd he fhall have pow-

b ik cr :; grant repricves and pardons for offences againft the United States, except in cafes of im-
achment. :

He fhall have power, by and with the advice and confent of the fenate, to make treaties, pro-
vided two-thirds of the fenators prefent concur ; and he fha!l nominate, and by and with the ad-
vice angl ctr:ml'r:m of the fenate, fhall appoint ambaffadors, other public minifters and confuls, judg-
cs of the fupreme court, and all other of nited S whgfe i ts are not
herein o:hertil’: provided foryand m Jﬂl—« mng Lner. ST A s

The prefident fhall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen during th€ recefs of the fd"Z' “‘ZI'%_
Tenate, by granting commiffions which fhall expire at the end of their next feffion. g s |

Séd. 3. He fhall from time to time give to the Congrefs information of the fate of the union, m
and recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as he fhall judge neceflary and expedicnt : he 7 ,7]: |
may, on extraordinary occafions, convene both houfes, or cither of them,and in cafe of difagree- /“--‘7 4
ment between them, with refped to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch time Lol o MG
as ke fhall think proper : he fhall receive ambafladors and other public minifters: he fhall take’5g. it aloni sl
care that the laws be faithfully executed, and fhall commiiion all the officers of the United States. P AR

Secl. 4.'The prefident, vice-prefident and all civil officers of the United States, thall be removed - ==~

b -

{rom office on impeachment for, and convidtion of treafon, bribery, or other high crimes and £ _ e
/.4,1;..2 4

mi{demeanors,

'“‘

Sed. v. The judicial power of the United States, beislesssinepuing, {hall be vefted in one
fupreme court, and in fuch inferior courts as the Congrefs may from time to time ordain and
cfablifh. The judges, both of the fupreme and inferior courts, fhall hold their offices duri
good behaviour, and fhall, at ftated times, receive for their fervices, a compenfation, which
not be diminithed during their continuance in office.

Se. 2. The judicial power fhall extend toall cafes, il in law and equity, arifing under this 3
<onflitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which fhall be mdc;hntldcf -4

cir
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their authority. To all cafes affe&ting ambaffadors, other public minifters and confels. To alt
cafes of admiralty and maritime jurifdiition. To controverfies to which the United States fhall
be a party. To controverfies between two or more States; between a {tate and citizens of another
ftate ; between citizens of different States; between citizens of the fame ftate claiming lands un-
der grants of diffcrent States, and between a flate, or the citizens thercof, and foreigan States, ci-
tizens or fubjects.

In cafes affeiting ambaffadors, other public minilters and cenfuls, and thofe in which a flae
fhall be party, the fupreme court fhall have original juriflition. In all the other cales before
mentioned, the fupreme court fhall have appellate jurifdiction, both zs to law and fact, with fuch
cxceptions, and under fuch regulations as the Congrels thall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeachment, fhall be by jury; and fuch trial hnli b
held in the ftate where the faid crimes fhall have been committed ; but when not commited
within any Rtate, the trial fhall be at fuch place or places as the Congrefs may by law have di-
rected.

S:. 3. Treafon againft the United States, fhall confift only in levying war againft them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No perfon fhall be convidied of treafon -
unlefs on the teltimony of two witnelles to the fame overt act, or on confefion in open court.

The Congrefs thall have power to declare the punithment of treafon, but no attainder of treafon
thall work corruption of blood | mor forfeiture, tﬁ-::pt during the life of the perfon atainted.

Seét. 1. Full faith and credit fhall be given in each ftate to the public adls, records, and judicial
proceedings of cvery other flate.  And the Congrels may by general laws preferibe the manner in
which fuch acts, records and proceedings fhall be proved, and the effeét thereof.

8z, 2. The citizens of each ftate fhall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in
the feveral ftates.

A perfon charged in any flate with treafon, felony, orother crime, who fhall flee from juflice,
and be found in another fiate, thall on demand of the exccutive authority of the ftate from which
he fled be delivered up, @l removed to the ftate having jurifdiction of the grime. »

No perfon tegalty held to fervice or labour in one ftate, efeaping info another, thall in confequerce ,-A."."..., o
of regulationg fubfiftme therein be difcharged from fach fervice or labor, but fhall be delivercd up
on claim of the party to whom fuch fervice or labour may be due.

Sect. 3. New flates may be admitted by the Congrels into this union; but no new ftate Mhall be
formed or creéted within the jurifdittion of any other flate; nor any ftate beformed by the jundii-
on of two or more Rates, or parrs of [tates, without the confent of the legiflatures of the {tates con-
cerned as well as of the Congrefs.

The Congrefs fhall have power to difpofe of and make all needful rules and regulations refpeiling
the territory or other property belonzing to the United States: and nothing in this Conitizution
thall be fo conftrued as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular flate.

Sect. 4. The United States fhall guarantee to every flate in this union a Kepublican form of go- :
vernmen;, and fhall protedt cach of them againft invafion; and on application cf the legitlature or o7/~
executive, againft dorficltic Vickfics i 13 \

- \Z -
ules fhall deem peceilary, -

£ - i s
‘l’lla T} {c aync‘tm:nts to this conititution, ~»-=2 , .(?_
i z

The Congrefs, whenever two-ilj

which fhall be vafid to zll intents 2rd purpofes, as whep sheemedealishaendme rati- <<~ o245
fied by the legiflatures oll?t{l ‘féveral ftatés, or by conventiois in three-= << -{;;\ -
fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be propofed by the Congrefs: 77 > - e
Provided, that no amendment which may be made prior to thg year 188 fhall in any maaner afie =57 -2
the‘/j«‘ M}.IH 4?4/ e Bo & Aol oflhe foihrdocle vt TS “‘7(, -
e ﬁ-’eua Lo s ecR re g T t(f““-‘ Vi <= Lxtwad oF A7, - ..A_.‘.'..'.._/_ﬁ)“p-ﬂ- :A-“Z‘t "“"_‘
’ ‘éi debrs contralted and engagements entered into before the adoption of this Conflitution fHiall, - /c::' e
be as valid againit the United States under this Conflitution as under the conlederation. 1 ’

This conftitution, and the laws of the United States which fhall be made in purfuance thercol;
and all treaties made, or which fhall be made, under the authority of the United States, fhall be
the fupreme law of the land ; and the judges in every ftate fhall be bound thereby, any thing in
the conftitution or laws of any ftate to the contrary notwithfanding.

‘The fenators and reprefentatives beforementioned, and the members of the feveral flate legil
latures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the feverai States,
fhall be bound by cath or affirmation, to fupport this conftitution; but no religious teft thall ever
be required as a qualification to any office or public truft under the United States.

VIL

The ratification of the conventions of nine States, fhall be fulicient for the clablithment of
this conftitution between the States fo ratifying the fame.
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