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The neeting was held at 1:30 p.m at the

Betty Rissberger Community Room \Webster

Publ i c

Li brary, 980 R dge Road, Webster, NY, Chip Cameron,

Facilitator, presiding.
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(1:35 p.m)

FACI LI TATOR CANMERON: Good afternoon,
everyone. M nane is Chip Caneron, |’mthe Speci al
Counsel for Public Liaison, inthe Ofice of General
Counsel at the Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssi on.

And | would like to welconme you to the
Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssion’s public neeting this
afternoon. And our topic for today is the scope of
the NRC s environnmental review on the request of
Rochester Gas and Electric, to renew the license for
the G nna Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

And it is nmy pleasure to serve as your
facilitator today, and ny main responsibility in that
role will be to try to help all of you have a
productive nmeeting this afternoon.

| just wanted to briefly cover sone itens
about the neeting process, before we get to our first
substantive itemof discussion. And in terns of our
objectives for today's neeting, and you wll be
hearing nore about this fromthe NRC staff, we have
two prinmary objectives.

Oneistoclearly explaintoyouthe NRC s

eval uation process for an application to renew a
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i cense, and specifically the environmental review
portion of the NRC s eval uati on process.

And the second objective, and the nost
i mportant one, is to hear your reconmendations, your
advice, on what the NRC should consider in its
envi ronnent al review, what types of i nformation shoul d
we | ook at, what types of environnmental inpacts, what
types of alternatives should be | ooked at.

Now, we are taking witten conments on
t hese i ssues, and the staff will tell you the process
for submtting those witten comrents. But we wanted
to be here, in person, with you today to neet you, and
to talk with you.

Qur format for the neeting matches the
objectives. Basically we are goingtodothis in two
parts. One is to give you information and context on
the NRC s evaluation process, and we wll have a
coupl e of short presentations, and then go out to you
to answer any questions that you m ght have on the
pr ocess.

The second part of the nmeeting will be
devoted to listening to you and we will give you an
opportunity to cone up here, to the m crophone, and to

gi ve us sone formal coments on these issues.
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In terms of ground rules, if you have
anyt hing to say, a question or a conment, during the
first part of the nmeeting, just signal me and | will
bring you this talking stick. G ve us your nanme and
affiliation, if appropriate, so that we can get that
on the transcript.

We are taking atranscript of the nmeeting,
and that will be publicly available for anybody who
wants to get a copy, and it is our record of what was
said this afternoon.

| woul d ask that only one person speak at
atine, not only so that we can get a clear transcri pt
to identify who is speaking. But, nore inportantly,
so that we can all give our full attention to whonever
has the floor at the tine.

The third ground rule is, as much as
practicable try to be concise in your coments. |
knowthat that is difficult, sonetines, onthese types
of issues. But we do want to nmake sure that everyone
who wants to tal k this afternoon has an opportunity to
t al k.

So if youtry to be brief then that wll
help us to try to neet that goal. Wen we go to the

second part of the neeting where we ask you to cone up
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and make formal comments, | would ask you to followa
gui del ine of five m nutes.

Nothing terrible will happen, obviously,
if you go over five mnutes. But try to keep it to
that tine frame, so that we can get everybody on who
wants to tal k. And we have several people signed up
al r eady.

And in ternms of the agenda, so that you
know what we are going to do, and who is going to be
talking to you, what | would like to do is just go
over the agenda, and introduce sone of the NRC
speakers.

| asked John Tappert, fromthe NRC, to
gi ve you a short wel cone after |’ mdone, because heis
-- and this is John Tappert right here, John is the
section | eader of the Environnental Section in the
Li cense Renewal and Environnmental |npacts Program at
t he Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssi on.

And that programis within our Ofice of
Nucl ear Reactor Regul ation. John’s staff are
responsi bl e for doing all of the environmental revi ews
for any plant, nucl ear power plant, that cones in for
| i cense renewal , and ot her envi ronnent al projects that

the NRC has to do on nucl ear reactors.
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He has been with the Conm ssion for
approxi mately 11 years, he was a resi dent i nspector at
operating nucl ear power plants. He has a bachelor’s
degree in ocean and aerospace engineering, and a
master’s degree in environmental engineering from
Johns Hopkins University. And we will go to John in
a mnute.

The next speaker fromthe NRCwi || be Russ
Arrighi, whois right here. And Russ is going to give
you an overview of the l|icense renewal eval uation
process, generally, so that you can see the whole
picture and schedule for what is going to be
happeni ng.

Now, Russ is the project manager for the
safety evaluation on the Gnna |icense renewa
application. And he will tell you what goes into t hat
safety eval uation

Li ke John Tappert he has been a resident
i nspect or at operating nucl ear power plants. He al so
wor ked at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. He has a
bachel or’ s i n chem cal engi neering fromthe University
of Rhode I sl and.

And after Russ is done, we will go out to
you for questions on the overall process. Then we are

going to go to the final NRC presentation, which is
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goi ng to be done by M. Robert Schaaf, Bob Schaaf, who
is right here.

Bob is the project nmnager on the
environnmental reviewside of the Gnnalicenserenewal
application. So he is responsible for making sure
that the environnmental review is conpleted, and he
will tell you about that process.

He has been with the NRC for about 12
years. He has been a project manager for various
operating reactors around the country. He al so worked
at the Charl eston Naval Shipyard. He has a bachelor’s
degree in nechani cal engineering from Georgia Tech.

And | do want to nmke one fina
i ntroduction, because we do have part of the NRC
seni or managenent teamhere, M. Frank G || espie, who
is the Deputy Director of the Division of Regul atory
| nprovenent Programs. |’mnot sure | got that right.

But that is the division, within our
Ofice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, where the
Li cense Renewal and Environnental |npacts branch is,
and Frank is with us today.

| would just thank all of you for being
here to help us with this inmportant decision that the
NRC has to make, in ternms of whether to renew the

license. | woul d encourage you, after the neeting, to
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take the opportunity totalk tothe NRCstaff that are
i nvol ved in this.

W al so have sone expert consultants in a
nunber of scientific areas of expertise that are
rel evant to the environnental review, that are with
us, and they will al so be avail abl e.

And with that | would turnit over to John
Tappert, to just say a few words to us. John?

MR. TAPPERT: Thank you, Chip. Good
aft ernoon, and wel cone.

As Chi p said, ny name i s John Tappert, and
I’m the chief of the Environnmental Section in the
O fice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation. And on behalf
of the NRC | would like to thank everyone for coni ng
out today, and participating in our process.

As Chip said, there are several things we
woul d l'i ke to cover today. | would like to briefly go
over the purpose of today’ s neeting.

First of all we want to provide a brief
overview of the entire |license renewal program and
this includes both the safety review, as well as the
envi ronnental review, whichis the principal focus of
t oday’ s neeting.

Then we will give you sone additional

i nformati on about our environnental review, we wll
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tal k about the issues that we | ook at, the schedul e
that we are going to follow, and how you can
participate in the process.

At the conclusion of the staff’s
presentation we wi Il be happy to recei ve any questi ons
or comrents that you may have today.

But first I et ne provide sone context for
the entire license renewal program The Atom c Energy
Act gives the NRC the authority to issue operating
i censes to commercial nuclear power plants for a
peri od of 40 years.

For G nna that operating license wll
expire in 2009. Qur regul ations al so nake provi si ons
for extendi ng that operatinglicense for an additi onal
20 years, as part of the license renewal program And
RGXE has requested |license renewal for G nna.

As part of the NRC s review of that
|l i cense renewal application we will be conducting an
envi ronnent al i npact  statenent, devel oping an
envi ronnental inpact statement. And as part of that
the first step is to conduct a scoping process.

In that scoping process we identify those
i ssues which will require the greatest focus during

our review. And the principal purpose of this
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neeting, here today, is to receive your input into
t hat scopi ng process.

And with that | would Iike to ask Russ to
briefly go over the |icense renewal portion, safety
portion.

MR. ARRIGH : Thank you, John. As John
mentioned, my nane is Russ Arrighi, |1’mthe project
manager for the safety review portion of the |icense
renewal applicationfor the G nna Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

The license renewal process essentially
runs in two parallel paths. There is a safety review,
which 1'm in charge of, and there is also an
envi ronnental revi ew.

The safety review is a review and
i nspection of the aging nanagenment progranms for
passive long-lived structure systens and conponents.
And the reason why the Comm ssion felt that these
prograns should be the focus of the regulation, is
because t he ongoi ng regul at ory process al ready ensures
that the current licensing basis is adequately
mai nt ai ned.

And things |ike energency planning, and
security plans are acceptably i npl enmented. Now, there
are conmponents t hat need to be constantly attended to.

However, the maintenance processes don't explicitly
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| ook at the design capability to cope with long-term
degradati on due to aging.

So the renewal application focuses on
those inspection progranms, and the naintenance

processes that are used to mamintain the margins of

safety.

The second review process is the
envi ronnental review, which Bob Schaaf will discuss
| at er. | also want to nention that there is an

Advi sory Committee on Reactor Safeguards, or ACRS.

They al so revi ew, do an i ndependent revi ew
of the renewal application, as well as the staff’s
safety eval uation. The Committee reports their
findings directly to the Conmm ssion.

As you can see fromthe slide, thelicense
renewal process essentially runs in tw parallel
pat hs. The upper portion, we have the safety review,
and the | ower, we have the environmental review

As | mentioned earlier, the ACRS revi ews
the staff’s safety review, and the application, in
order to develop its independent findings. The ACRS
wi || hol d public neetings, whichare transcribed, oral
and witten statenents can be provided during that
meeting, in accordance wth instructions in the

Federal Register.
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In parallel with the safety review, the
staff perfornms a review of the environnmental inpact
for continued operation. And, as Bob Schaaf wll
di scuss later, the staff will issue an environmenta
i npact statenent on the facility, after it conpletes
that review

Now, the NRC s licensing process also
i ncl udes a process for publicinvolvenent, and that is
conducted through Hearings that are conducted by a
panel of Adm nistrative LawJudges, who are called the
Atom c Safety and Licensing Board, or ASLB.

That process requires a petition to be
submitted to hold a hearing on a particul ar i ssue, and
that would be litigated by that Board. However, there
were no petitions to intervene for the Gnna
proceedi ngs.

At the end of the revi ewprocess the final
safety evaluation report, the final environnmental
i mpact statenents, the results of the staff’s
i nspecti ons, and ACRS recommendati ons, are used by t he
Agency in making the final |icense renewal deci sion.

Throughout the process, this license
renewal process, interested nenbers of the public who
are concerned about nucl ear safety issues can raise

t hose issues in various public neetings.
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There are neetings on particul ar techni cal
i ssues which are normal |y held i nthe NRC headquarters
in Rockville, Maryland. Sone of those neetings, as
well as the results of the NRC s inspection findings,
t hose meetings would be held here, locally, for the
public to attend.

In addition to those neetings the staff
hol ds two sets of public neetings. The first set of
meetings will be conducted today, and the latter set
wi || be done during the sumrer, which will discuss the
envi ronnent al aspects of the review

Essentially that is a brief overview of
the process. | will nowtake questions regarding the
general overview process before we proceed on the
envi ronnental presentation by Bob Schaaf.

| do want to nmention that we will be here,
after today’s neeting, to answer questions, also.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Russ.
That i s the overvi ew. Does anybody have any questi ons
on the overvi ew process? Could you just give us your
name?

DR. LOOM S: Yes, Norman Loom s, Ontari o,
New York. And there will be two or three nore public

nmeetings, am| correct?
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MR. ARRIGHI : Yes, again, there will be a
nmeeting later tonight at 7 o’ clock. There will be
anot her set of neetings, later this summer, for
envi ronnental review.

W have an inspection plan, we have
i nspectors that will be comngtothe site, to |l ook at
the plant, to ensure the things that they put in the
application. And that neeting, that exit neeting,
will be in the sumer, also, in the June tinme frane.

Agai n, there are techni cal questions that
the staff asks the utility. And, again, nost of those
nmeetings are normally held in our Rockville office,
but some of those neetings nay be held down here in
the [ ocal area.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  And if peopl e want
to know about when certain neetings are going to
happen, there may not be a public neeting like this,
but as Russ nmentioned, there may be a neeting with the
i cense applicant at this point, that are open to the
public.

| f people want to find out about those
nmeetings, are they on the NRC website? How do peopl e
find out about a neeting that you are going to, for
exanpl e, have on these issues with the utility?

MR, ARRI CGHl : I’ mnot sure.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Let’s go to John
Tappert.

MR. TAPPERT: They are on the website,
Chip. If it is apublicnmeetingit will be noticedto
the website. And if you would like to be notified,
personal |y, we can put you on distribution for those
docunents, as well. |[If you see one of us, after the
neeting, we can put you on that.

Just goi ng back to your question of what
the public neetings are going to be, there are going
to be, as far as soliciting public conments and i nput,
we are going to have the neeting this afternoon, the
nmeeting this evening, and then next sumer, as well.
Next August, | think it is what it is scheduled for.

And that will be to receive conments on
our draft environnental inpact statenent.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, John,
t hank you, Russ. Let’s go to --

M5. ANDERSON:. Yes. My nane is Bernadette
Anderson, | livein Whbster. And | wasn’'t quite clear
on how you are going to evaluate, as part of the
renewal process, thelong-termdegradationissues that
are very prom nent in nuclear power plants across the

country, Chio being one, Virginia another one.
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The cracks and the various issues that
have surfaced and have caused great concerns in a
nunber of conmunities across the country, how do you
propose to nmake the public aware of the process that
you are going to be using in evaluating degradation?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Ckay, thank you.
Russ?

MR.  ARRI GHI : In the application the
| i censee discusses their aging managenent prograns
that we will use to evaluate the status of the plant.
Now, with regard to sonme of the cracking, and issues
that are generic that you bring up, the Iicensee has
progranms in place that inspect for those areas.

And the NRC has inspectors on-site that
woul d review those findings. Now, we also issue
bull etins, or information notices, that require the
fact to take certain actions. And as the on-site
resident staff, they will |look into those issues to
make sure that they are in conpliance.

M5. ANDERSON: May | have a followup
guestion pl ease?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Sure.

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you. That 1is,
obvi ously fine, because that is part of the day to day

i nspection. |’mtal king about a 20 year out in the
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future eval uation by the NRC, how are you going to go
about eval uating | ong-termdegradati on on that basi s?

MR ARRIGH : Well, the agi ng nanagenent
programat the facility ensures that those prograns in
place will m nimze degradation, or they nonitor and
i nspect -- excuse ne.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Do we have a
standard revi ew pl an? For exanple, if someone wanted
to |l ook at what the NRC | ooks at on the safety side,
i f soneone wanted to go and read sonmething, is there
a standard review plan, or anything like that, for
t hat, Russ?

MR, ARRIGHI : On certaininspections that
the NRC perforns?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  No, on your review
of the safety side, the aging issues.

MR ARRIGH : Well, after the applicant
issues the application, NRC wll review that
application, will devel op a safety eval uati on report.
And in that report we docket our inspection findings,
and our assessnent of the application, to ensure that
those prograns that are in place, they cover the
appropri at e equi pment, that those prograns that arein
pl ace are adequate to maintain the aging effects of

t he conponents.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. So two
i mportant docunents, and we may not have conpletely
answered your question yet. But there is the
application, andthereisinformationinthere. There
is the NRC staff, sonmething called the safety
eval uation report, that shows what we | ooked at, and
what concl usi ons we reached.

And, John, do you want to add sonme nore to
this, for the question?

MR. TAPPERT: Yes. There is an inportant
point to make here. The license renewal we are
| ooking at aging nmanagenent progranms for these
conponents.

I f things come up, during the operati onal
experience of the power plants, you are tal ki ng about
t he Davi s Besse event, which is a very serious event
that occurred earlier this year. Wen sonmething like
that happens we don’t wait for |icense renewal
application to cone in, to take action.

W have i ssued directivestothe plantsto
conduct inspections, and to take corrective actions
today. W don't wait for the renewal |icense for 2009
for Gnna, we don't wait for that, we take those

i ssues on today.
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And that will continue in the extended
| i censing period. |f sonething happens in 2015, which
will require action, we will take action at that time.
So thisis areview, but it is not done in a vacuum
and it is not the only reviewthat is going to be done
for this plant.

M5. ANDERSON: One | ast point. There has
to be, inmy view, if you are extending a plant that
has an age of 30 plus years, another 20 years, if you
are giving approval for that, there has to be
somet hing concrete, in my view, that has to be given
to the public, that esti mtes t he degradati on factors
that this plant will experience, over tine, and gi ves
the public some confort that these aging plants that
many, many peopl e feel should be shut down yesterday,
are actually abl e to stay online safely for anot her 20
years.

What kind of confort will you give to the
popul ation, that will be the case?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  And we do have Frank
G|l espie, over here, who is going to say sonet hi ng.
Frank, will you address that? GCkay.

MR. d LLESPI E: |’ m anci ent and aged.

|"ve been doing this for 31 years.
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The guys junped right to a plant-specific
answer on you. Let nme step back and say how we are
maki ng sure the best science is applied to your
guestion. Let ne go back to the early 1990s.

Qur research group put together a series
of 150 reports that | ooked at things |ike austenitic
stainl ess steel, the specific conmponents and material s
in these facilities, in the specific environnent.
Austenitic stainless steel, inless than 140 degrees,
in borated water.

Those are sunmmari zed i nt o a docunent whi ch
is calledthe Generic Agi ng Lessons Learned Docunent.
The first version of that was actually put out in
about the m d-’'90s, which covered what we t hought was
all of the best science on how fast various materials
and conponents for their wuse in the specific
environnents, in the specific plants, woul d degrade.

That further got sunmarized as we said,
what prograns currently exist that already appear to
take care of that? And the key one we have is called
t he Mai ntenance Rul e that we have out, which requires
peopl e, on active conponents, to nonitor, |ook at,
i nspect, break down, and naintain active conmponents.

But we got to a point you are getting to

inthat we said, you know what, we know the punp wil|l
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punp water, we know the internals go around, but we
don’t know that the case will hold pressure.

And so what the GALL report does i s breaks
down these conponents. There were things |ike
pressure use of the primary circuit, and actually
di fferenti ates howt he pressure boundary wi | | degrade,
versus how the internals will degrade.

And that docunent, by the way, 1is
avai | abl e on our website, andit is calledthe Generic
Agi ng Lessons Learned docunent, and it has these
series of two series docunents behindit, whichled up
to that.

Inrelaying that, to the application, you
will find that the applicant, which in this case is
G nna, by design they relate their systenms to the
systems in the degradation nechanisns and the
envi ronnent s t hat t hose conponents receive, that isin
this research docunent.

And that is what the staff is really using
to judge, have we covered everything we know about?
And so what we are trying to dois trying to take the
best science, and operating experience. Operating
experience is avery biginfluenceinthis, put it in

t hat docunent.
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There is a joint docunent that goes as a
conmpanion to this Generic Agi ng Lessons Learned, it is
our Standard Review Plan. And what it tries to dois
extract, and give us what the acceptance criteriais.

And if an applicant doesn’t neet that
acceptance criteria we go through a question and
answering process, in witing, on the record to say,
why aren’t you doi ng what the best science says you
shoul d do?

And that is, basically, all onthe record.
So you will see, if you go out and | ook at the three
vol unes, which are very tedious to | ook at, but you
will see GALL, or the Generic Aging Lessons Learned
Docunent referenced, actually, in their application,
to make thi s connecti on between sci ence and practi cal
appl i cati on.

The ot her thing the applicant had to do,
is we don’'t allowan application to cone in before 20
years of operation. That is because of the unique
configurations of a facility could introduce unique
aspects of cracks, erosion, corrosion, at that
facility.

And, therefore, we want at | east 20 years

of direct observation and nonitoring on these
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conmponents, before we will give credit for trying to
proj ect that even further forward.

In G nna’ s case t hey have over 30 years of
observation on components. And you will find that
what they are conmtted to, in many cases, is at | east
aonetinetest to nake sure that any assunpti ons nmade
on how fast things could erode, corrode, or crack, is
in their application.

And that is what the staff is really
reviewing, isthefuture, it is these conmtnents, and
the tinme scale, connected to the best science. So
t hose docunments are all avail able on t he NRC websi te.

They are very tedious, and they are very
t hi ck. And | guess if you wite in to John, and
really want a copy, he has themon CD, we could send
you even a CD with it.

Chip, | think, didI get to your question?
| tried. It was a bit |ong.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ri ght . That was
very, very hel pful, Frank, in terns of what paraneters
the NRC | ooks at. Let’s go back here.

MR, JUDSON: My nane is Tim Judson, |'m
with the Ctizens Awareness Network. And just for

clarity’s sake, | wanted to sort of test this.
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It seenms |like the answer to this woman’s
guestion is that, no, the NRCisn't, as part of the
relicensing process, going to do a system c revi ew of
t he agi ng and degradati on of the reactor.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: | think we better --
it isinportant to clarify that, because |’ mnot sure
that is the case. John, you heard, and Russ, you

heard Ti mi s question. Can you address that, before he

goes on?
MR, ARRIGH : The utility has prograns --
MR. JUDSON: | understand that. | mean,
what |'m saying is, you know, it seenmed |ike the

guestion was whether as part of reevaluating the
relicensing application, whether NRC does, you know,
an actual material condition inspection review, to
determ ne whether this reactor could safely operate
for another 20 years.

And didn't this used to be included as
part of the relicensing process? And there were
certain reactors that were preparing their
applications, that determ ned that the reactor was
al ready too degraded, |ike Yankee Rowe?

MR, ARRI GHI : W are going to perform

i nspections at the facility, they will be wal ki ng down
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various systens, but it is essentially to |look for
what conponents and systens are in scope.

W do have inspectors there on a day to
day basis that | ook for the -- | ook over the general
condition of the plant, | ook at the surveillances that
the utility perforns to make sure the equipnent is
runni ng properly on a day to day basis.

But, no, that is not a part of the license
renewal inspection, to nmy know edge.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Anybody el se, from
NRC, want to conment on Tims question? Tim do you
have sone further point?

MR. KOLACZYK: My nane is Ken Kol aczyk,
I’m the senior resident inspector of the G nna
station. | wouldliketotry to answer your question.

As part of the utility's Appellant to
renew their operating license for another 20 years,
they had to do a study to determine if their reactor
vessel is safe for another 20 years.

So in partial answer to your question
yes. And as part of their analysis of whether they
can operate the plant for another 20 years they had to
extrapol ate, just assum ng normal wear and tear, woul d

the vessel maintain its integrity.
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It is also inportant to realize that the
utility, as part of its ongoi ng mai nt enance program
has perforned vari ous non-destructive exam nati ons of
parts of the reactor vessel internals. So that gives
us confidence that the reactor vessel is, in fact,
saf e.

| live and work in the | ocal area, so |'m
very concerned about the integrity of the reactor
vessel at G nna. So, to answer your question, yes.
There have been many studi es concerning sone of the
reactor vessels that you deal wth, that have
determned that they were safe to possibly operate
anot her 20 years.

| hope that answers your question.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And t hanks, Ken. |
shoul d point out that Ken is our senior resident at
the G nna power plant. Thank you very nuch, Ken.
Susan? And please tell us your full nane.

MS. GATELEY: Susan Gatel ey, Lakeshore
Envi ronnmental Action. A quick question, just to
clarify that process of the generic aging reviews.

Back and forth between the NRC and the
| i censed operator of the plant, is any of that very

techni cal informati on ever revi ewed by out si de parties
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that are not directly tied to the industry, or the
gover nnent ?

And if so how could we get their
interpretations of it? Becauseit is sotechnical for
citizens to try to wade through a six-inch thick
vol une, or whatever?

MR,  ARRI GHI : There is the Advisory
Comm ttee of Reactor Saf eguards, whichis onthat flow
chart, there. And they review the application, as
well as the Staff’s safety evaluation report. And
t hey make t he recommendati on to t he Conmi ssi on, shoul d
we approve this license renewal process.

And the ACRS, they are, sone of those
menbers are, they are recognized experts in their
field. Sone may be former utility enployees, they
al so coul d be professors, and what not. | don’t know
all their particular expertise. But not all of them
necessarily, are from the utility, but they are
recogni zed experts.

MS. GATELEY: Are they a government, how
are they funded, or what are they? Are they part of
the NRC? | don’t quite understand.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: They are an advi sory
commttee that is a statutory, in other words, it was

mandat ed, the creation of this advisory commttee, to
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advi se the NRC. They are not NRC enpl oyees, they do
make an i ndependent recomrendati on.

Their budget, | believe, is part of the
total NRC budget package. And | believe -- Russ, the
Advi sory Conmittee will be issuing its own report on
the license renewal application, and do they, in sone
cases they do cone to the locality around the plant,
to have one of their neetings? Is that correct, Russ?

MR ARRIGH : Yes.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Okay. So they will
be here, and you can participate in that neeting. 1In
ternms of other independent groups, | would only say
that | would, maybe inmpose upon Tim Judson to -- in
terns of some of the national groups, |ike Union of
Concerned Scientists, | think on their website they
may have various reports on plant aging issues.

And, Tim can you give us any i nformation
on that? 1| think you know what Susan is | ooking for,
| don’t know if you can.

MR JUDSON. On plant aging issues?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Yes. | nean, are
t here national groups, non-profits, that will | ook at
some of these generic aging issues, and post

informati on on their website?
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OF course we couldn’t vouch for that, but
just trying to get information for Susan.

MR, JUDSON: Well, basically, the
i nformation that groups, | think the national groups
i ke UCS have, is basically NRC docunents that they
boi I down and synt hesi ze for the public. But | think
what Susan is asking is sonething different about
whet her there is, you know, independent technical,
scientific, agenci es or organi zations, that reviewthe
dat a t hensel ves, first-hand, and neke eval uati ons of
it.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: That woul d be the,
| think the closest we have to that is the Advisory
Conmittee on Reactor Safety.

Before we go on to the environnental
revi ew process, are there any ot her questions on the
overal | process, before we nove on? And if you think
of sonething, later on, we can answer it al so, then.
So this isn't your |ast opportunity.

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Russ, thank you very
much. And now we are going to go to Bob Schaaf, who
is the environnmental project manager on the G nna

|l i cense renewal application, and he is going to talk,
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specifically, about the environnent al revi ew.
Bob?

MR. SCHAAF: Thank you, Chip, thank you
Russ.

My nane is Bob Schaaf, l"’m the
environmental project manager for the G nna |license
renewal application. |’mgoing to spend the next 15
m nutes, or so, discussing the environnental review
process, and how you can participate in that process.

The Nati onal Environnental Policy Act, or
NEPA, was enacted in 1969, and requires all federal
agencies to use a systematic approach to consider
envi ronnent al inpacts during certain decision-making
proceedi ngs.

NEPA i s a di scl osure tool which involves
the public. It involves the process in which
information is gathered to enabl e federal agencies to
make informed decisions. And then, as part of that
process, we docunent that information and invite
public participation to evaluate it.

The NEPA process for license renewal
results in an environnental inpact statenent, also
called an EI'S, which describes the results of the

detailed review we do to evaluate the environmenta
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i mpacts of a proposed action that may significantly
affect the quality of the human environnment.

As part of our review, we al so consider
the environnental inpacts of alternatives to the
proposed action. These alternatives include the no-
action alternative, which nmeans sinply not approving
the license renewal request, in this case, and
construction and operation of replacement power
generating facilities.

The NRC considered the environnental
i mpacts of renewing nuclear power plant operating
licenses for up to 20 years, in the Ceneric
Envi ronnment al | nmpact Statenent for Li cense Renewal of
Nucl ear Pl ants.

NUREG- 1437, also known as the CEIS, or
commonly referred to as the GEIS. In the CGEIS the
Staff identified and assessed 92 envi ronnental issues
related to |icense renewal .

Wth regard to these issues the Staff
concluded that the environnmental inpacts for 69 of
these issues, referred to in the GEIS as category 1
i ssues, were adequately addressed for all plants, and
woul d not need to be addressed for individual |icense

renewal applications.
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Additional plant specific review is
required for the remaining 23 issues, and for any
category 1 issue for which new and significant
information is identified.

New and significant information can be
identified by the applicant, by the NRC, or through
public cormments. These plant specific reviews areto
be included in a supplement to the GEIS.

At this point we are in the process of
gathering information we need to prepare that
docunent, the suppl enent. In particular, at this
stage, we are perform ng what we call scoping.

The NRC i s having this nmeeting as part of
our scopi ng process for the purpose of providing you,
and ot her government agencies, with an opportunity to
provide us with any information that you believe may
have some bearing on our environnental eval uation.

In particular we are looking for
information that nmay not be readily available, or
envi ronnental concerns that you m ght have, that may
not have been addressed by the licensee in their
appl i cati on.

Thi s slide describes the objective of our
environnmental review. As stated here the Staff is

trying to determ ne whet her the adverse environnent al
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i mpacts of license renewal, for RE Gnna, are so
great, that preserving the option of |icense renewal
for energy planning decision makers would be
unr easonabl e.

That is what it says in the regul ati ons.
To paraphrase, we are trying to determ ne whet her or
not renewing the Gnna |icense for an additional 20
years i s accept abl e froman envi ronnment al standpoi nt.

| want to enphasize that if we decide, in
the end, that |license renewal is acceptable from an
envi ronnent al perspective, all that nmeans is that R
E. Gnna will have the option to operate G nna for up
to an additional 20 years.

The NRC doesn’t determ ne whether they

actual Iy operate for those additional 20 years. Those

decisions wll be mde by R&E, and by State
regulators. It is possible that the utility could
determne, after all of this, that it is not

econoni cal | y feasi bl e to continue operatingthe plant.
That is their decision.

This slide gives a little nore detail on
the schedule tine line of our environmental review
process. RG&E s application was received on August
1st. On Cctober 10th we i ssued a notice of our intent

to perform scoping, which we are doi ng now, and our
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intent to develop an environmental inpact statenent
for the proposed action.

W are currently inadata gathering phase
to determ ne the envi ronnental i npacts of renew ng the
license. After that we will develop a draft of the
environmental inpact statenent, which we expect to
i ssue for public comment in June of next year.

W will cone back to this area in August
of next year for another public nmeeting, total k about
the results of our review, and to give you an
opportunity to provi de us any corments you nay have on
our prelimnary conclusions and eval uati on.

After receiving and evaluating those
comments, we will then devel op the final environment al
i npact statenent, which we expect to i ssue in January
of 2004.

Yesterday we went to the site to get
famliar with the lay of the | and, exam ne features of
particul ar interest, and observe first-hand how the
site interacts with the environnment.

Thi s week we are gat hering informationfor
evaluation from a nunber of different sources, as
i ndi cat ed here, including the docunments sent to us by

RG&E.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

36

We al so are neeting, and correspondi ng,
with Federal, State, Tribal, and |ocal government
officials, and interested people from the I ocal
comunity, who may have i nformation that will hel p us
in our environmental eval uation.

W wll also consider all coments
received fromthe public during the comment peri od,
which is open until Decenber 11th.

Qur team focuses on nmany environnent al
topics. This slide shows the range of areas we are
revi ewi ng. | npacts consideredinclude everythingfrom
air quality to water use and quality, to effects on
plants and wildlife.

W also look at what we cal
soci oeconom cs, how does the plant affect people’s
lives economcally. And we consider environnental
justice, which focuses our attention on the question
of whether there are mnority, or |low incone
popul ation groups, that may be disproportionately
i npacted by the proposed |icense renewal .

To prepare for the review we have
assenbl ed a teamof NRC staff w th backgrounds in the
specific technical and scientific disciplinesrequired

to performthese revi ews.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

37

In addition, and to supplenent the
techni cal expertise of the staff, we have engaged t he
assistance of four national |aboratories to ensure
t hat we have a wel | -rounded know edge base to perform
our review.

W have put together a team of about 15
people to conduct this review. And many of themare
here today to hear what you have to say, and to be
avail abl e to answer any questions you have.

To sumuarize a few key dates from an
earlier slide our scheduleis to conplete the scoping
process by Decenber 11th, when the public coment
period ends. After that, as | indicated, we wll
i ssue our draft environmental inpact statenment in June
of 2003, and we expect to issue a final docunent in
January of 2004.

If you would |i ke a copy of these reports
sent directly to you, be sure and | eave your nane and
mai | i ng address with the regi strati on desk, by putting
your nane and address on one of the blue cards.

This slide provides ny phone nunber in
case you have additional questions after you |eave
today. |’mthe designated point of contact, within
the NRC, for the environnmental portion of the |icense

renewal review.
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Rusel | Arrighi, who spoke previously, is
project manager for the safety evaluation report.
Al t hough I’ mprovi di ng ny phone nunber here, and |’ m
avai l able to receive your conments, or receive your
guestions and respond to those, we still need to get
your specific comments that you want considered as
part of the record, in a formthat we can docunent,
either in witing, or as Chip has indicated, through
comments given here at this neeting, which is being
transcribed. The transcript will becone the witten
record of your comments.

Arrangements have been made for the
docunents associ ated with the environnental reviewto
be available to you locally. These docunents are
| ocated at the Ontario and the Rochester public
l'i braries.

Al so docunents are avail abl e t hrough our

docunent managenent system known as ADAMS, whi ch can

be accessed on our internet webpage. After this
nmeeti ng conments can be submitted by mail, in person,
or by email.

You can send specific witten comments to
us at the address shown. You can stop by in person,
i f you happen to be in the Rockville, Maryland area.

Not t oo many peopl e t ake advant age of that option, but
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it is available. You can also submt coments by
emai| to the address indicated.

Thi s concl udes our fornmal presentati on on
the review processes. In closing I would like to
t hank you for your attention during our presentations,
and for your attendance at today’s neeting.

Public participationis aninportant part
of the license renewal process, and it is especially
| mpor t ant for our environmental review, as your
know edge of the area can provide val uabl e insights.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Bob. W are going to do a little wvariation.
Somet hi ng unexpected canme up for one of our public
commenters, and we do want to hear your comments, so
we are going to give M. Jon G eenbauman opportunity
to say sonething now, before he has to | eave. Jon?

MR. GREENBAUM  Thank you, | appreciate
your flexibility. If plans go as schedul ed Yucca
Mountain will then open up as a storage facility, and
the waste will be trucked down 590, which is within
two mles of ny house, which is why | have ny
pot assi um i odi de.

And even with Yucca mountainwe will still
be left with 100 netric tons of radioactive waste.

And | don't knowif Al Qaeda is targeting G nna, but
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| do knowthat in the '80s the contai nnent structures
were studied, and were shown to not be able to,
several of them many of them 40 percent were shown
not to be able to withstand a pl ane crash.

And | don’t understand why we are taking
this risk. | don’t understand why we are not tal king
about wi nd generation on Lake Ontario. | just --
think we need to | ook at the alternatives.

We are subsidi zing the nucl ear industry.
Bush’s energy plan calls for a 2.9 billion dollar
subsidy to nucl ear industry, and the solar industry’s
subsi dy woul d be enough to build about two niles of
federal interstate.

So it seenms |like we need to |ook at the
alternatives. And I'’mnot, myself, and the hundreds
of menbers of Metro Justice, are not willing to take
the risk involved. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Thank you very nuch,
Jon. And, Jon is with the group Metro Justice.

MR. GREENBAUM  Yes, and we are in the
phone book if you want to contact us about neetings
about this issue.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, thank you. |

think Jon raised a couple of points that nmaybe we
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should clarify, since we are in the question period,

NOW.

One i s the point about the transportation
of spent fuel. And | just wanted to get a
confirmation from the Staff on this. s that

regardl ess of whether there is a license renewal
application granted at G nna, the issue of
transportation of spent fuel is still an issue. |Is
that not correct?

MR. SCHAAF: Yes, that is correct, whet her
the plant is licensed for the additional operating
period, or the |icense expires in 2009, the fuel that
is on-site will need to be shipped when a site is
avai |l abl e.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, thanks, Bob.
And the other question, and it is a very inportant
one, and maybe | should ask John Tappert, at | east
first, to address it.

The whol e security issue, and how that
fits into the Iicense renewal equation. John, could
you talk to us a little bit about that?

MR. TAPPERT: Sure, Chip. Security is
anot her one of these issues which isn't necessarily
tied tolicenserenewal. It is an issue that we need

to deal with today.
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In the aftermath of the attacks on the
Wrl d Trade Center on 9/ 11, the agency did a nunber of
things to take on this issue. W staffed our
ener gency operations center, we put the plants in the
hi ghest state of alert.

In the time since then, we have issued
orders to every operating power plant to put in place
interim conpensatory measures to increase their
security posture. W have al so taken actions to do a
top to bottom security review to find out what the
appropriate level of security is in the new state of
t he worl d.

So there are a number of issues that are
goi ng on, independent of |icense renewal, to address
that security issue. Regarding the plane attacks,
t hensel ves, we have initiated sone studies to revi ew
the effects of that. And that will berolledinto our
ongoing efforts to find out what the right security
posture is for these plants.

| also want to take on a point that
occurred right before Bob gave his presentation. W
had a questi on about whether any i ndependent reviews
of our Generic Aging Lessons Learned, or Standard
Review Plans, which the Staff uses to do their

revi ews.
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| would just |ike to point out that those
are published before they are wused, for public
conment . And that operators, as well as public
interest groups, such as Union of Concerned
Scientists, and public citizens, have an opportunity
to comment on those, and give us their input.

Chi p had al so asked a question, does the
ACRS, or the Advisory Comrittee on Reactor Saf eguards
have, whi ch does an i ndependent review of the Staff’s
analysis, do they have neetings in the |[ocal
community? O do they occasionally have neetings in
the local comunity? And the answer was yes.

They do not always do that, that is at
their discretion. So I didn't want to create an
expectation that there necessarily would be one of
t hose neetings up here. That will be up to them

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: kay. And |
certainly -- 1 know the ACRS does accept public
comments. And, certainly, if anybody in the conmunity
wanted to request that one of the ACRS neetings on
this subject was held in the community, you certainly
are free to do that.

Bob, do you have anyt hing t o add before we

go to questions on any of the points that John rai sed?
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MR. SCHAAF: Yes, just on one other item
regardi ng alternative power sources. W do |ook at a
wi de range of alternatives. The standard alternatives
that mght be considered would be the coal-fired
plants, or gas-fired plants. But we al so discuss a
range of alternatives to include solar and wi nd power,
and ot her possible sources of replacing the power in
the event that we did not go forth with relicensing.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. So even
t hough M. Greenbaunis statement was in the formof a
comment, | thinkinmplicitly there was arecomendation
that we | ook at the wind power alternative?

MR. SCHAAF: Yes, and it will be factored
in as a coment in our statenent.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Geat. Do we have
ot her questions on the environnental review? Is it
clear? One of the things that oftenis alittle bit
murky i s that the environmental reviewis one part of
the eval uation of the |icense renewal application.

The safety revi ewt hat Russ Arrighi tal ked
about is anot her part of that equation. And the third
part, | suppose, is the inspection findings. Can
ei t her Bob, or Russ, can you just tell us, when do all

of those reviews conme together, what is the ultimte
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schedul e so that people will know when the NRC ni ght
be maki ng a decision some tine in the future?

MR. SCHAAF: Right. | can’t address all
of those schedule items. | do know that we |ist al
of the major mlestones on the website, would be one
pl ace to get that information. | covered nost of the
maj or m | estones for the environmental review

Russ, do you want to address any of the
other itens?

MR. ARRIGHI : The schedule, normally the
schedule is a 30 nonth process, fromthe tine of the
appl i cation. Now, if there were no petitions to
i ntervene that process would be shortened to a 22
nmont h process.

And at the present tinme we have not
received any petitions to intervene regarding the
appl i cation. So they started in August 1st, they
submitted their application. So 22 nonths fromt hat,
| think that is February 04, | have to do the math.
But it is 22 nonths from August ' 02.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And | guess | shoul d
-- petitions to intervene is a termrelated to the
adj udi catory hearing that can be requested on this
type of |icense renewal application. | just wanted to

clarify that.
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But the inportant point is all of these
vari ous pi eces do cone together, and the Staff of the
NRC | ooks at t hose, and nmakes an initial
reconmendation to the Comm ssion, or |’ mnot sure that
that is still the process.

But the Staff | ooks at those and makes a

recormendation on whether the Ilicense renewal
application should be granted or denied. | s that
correct?

MR,  ARRI GHI : The Staff perforns the

safety review, and we put the safety eval uati on report
t oget her and see that an i ndependent revi ew body, the
ACRS, nmakes a recommendation to the Conmi ssion,
whet her to accept it or not.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, all right.
Any questions? Is this anything that you would |i ke
to know about this? Yes, sir.

MR. GUTACKER: Andy Gut acker, Webster,
nei ghbor of the plant.

W t ouched on transporti ng nucl ear wast e,
and al so t he cont ai nnent chanber safety requirenents.
What |'’mtrying to say here is that back in the ' 80s
we had a way of | ooki ng, had devel opnent noney t o work

for isotope separation
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VWi ch says we can take these rods and | i ke
a battery, nmake themover, and over again, maybe ni ne
times on the contract, but actually figure we could
probably get about 20 uses out of them Wi ch neans
t he storage goes down, and you have to have them on
site.

You can keep reusing them and rechargi ng
them Didthat whole science fall apart, or what? It
was funded by -- | was working on that in Los Al anps,
and al so Lawence Livernore had contracts for that.
And it looked like it had great hope. Did that ever
turn out to be viable?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Let nme see who m ght
want to address that, or simlar concepts. Bob?

MR. SCHAAF: Right. Essentiallyit isthe
policy of the United States governnent that we woul d
not pursue reprocessing in this country, of spent
nucl ear fuel, that we would not pursue that option.

The concern related to proliferation of
weapons grade material, plutonium separation of
pl utonium fromthe fuel rods.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Is that --
does anybody have any information, specifically, on

the project that Andy was tal ki ng about ?
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MR GUTACKER: This is because we are
using a 200 terrawatt laser to zap it, and just I|ike
recharging it with a battery. But | got a feeling,
from -- it probably went underground, because
t echnol ogy was bei ng devel oped back in the ’80s.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  And | know you are
not referring to Yucca Mountain when you say it went
underground. | know, you got it in there.

John, do you have anyt hi ng you want to add
to that?

MR. TAPPERT: As far as the technol ogy,
there i s technol ogy that can al |l owreprocessi ng, which
| think is what you are referring to. And, actually,
| believe the French and the Japanese actually do
that, and the Russians, as well.

The United States is not reprocessing
spent fuel, and that is a decision of the utilities,
and -- it isprimarily a proliferation concern. Wen
you separate out the plutonium and the highly
enriched uranium you don’'t want that to fall into
peopl e’ s hands.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thanks John,
thank you Andy. Let’s go over to -- Susan, do you

have a question?
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M5. GATELEY: This m ght be kind of a dunb
guestion, but I'’mtrying to figure out the regul atory
process. Ni nety-two issues were identified by the
Generic Environnmental |npact Statenent. The Staff
concluded 60 sone were adequately addressed, naybe
about 23 m ght have been specific to this power plant.

And t hen we are scopi ng today to | ook for
nore, right? Sonething |ike that?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Yes, that s
correct.

M5. GATELEY: At what point, or where
woul d we be able to find out about the 23 issues that
were possibly germane to G nna?

MR.  SCHAAF: Wll, the 23 issues are
di scussed in the GEI'S. Those are also discussed in
the GEI S.

M5. GATELEY: For G nna?

MR,  SCHAAF: Not for Gnna, they are
di scussed generically. And the conclusions for those
23 itenms is that we woul d need to | ook at them

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: So that is why they
are doing the review Ckay, great, good.

Rol and, do you have a question? And

pl ease identify yourself.
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MR. M CKLEM Yes, Rol and M ckl em of Lake
Shore Environnental Action. | would like to ask a
guestion of the environnental inpact statenent that
very much confuses ne.

You say that the scope of this
i nvestigation, | should say the scope of this study,
takes the water, the land, the air, etcetera,
et cetera.

Now, how do you determ ne whet her or not
the anobunt of radiation that you release into the
| ake, you obviously know what it is, how can you
determ ne exactly what inpact it is going to have on
t he ecol ogy of the | ake, given the subtleties of the
changes, and is it ever considered that probably al ot
of the deterioration of the |ake environment -- |I'm
t al ki ng about nowonly of the internal notors, I’ mnot
tal king about the air, or anything of that.

The deterioration of the | ake environnent
may be due, partially of course, to nuclear plants,
but also to all the other discharges. And | don't see
how you can nake that kind of adequate eval uati on.

Il will just say one nore thing, and then
Il will shut up. There used to be a species of snail

t hat was very prom nent on t he shores of Lake Ontari o.
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And in ny nore studious days | renenbered the
scientific nane, | don’t any nore.
All 1 knowis that once it did exist, and

now it doesn’'t. kay, so we have nucl ear plants, and
we have a ot of other things. | don't quite see how
you can get an adequat e envi ronnent al i npact st at enent
on -- without really taking the whol e framewor k of the
ecol ogy there.

MR, MASNIK: |'’mM ke Masni k fromt he NRC.
The interesting thing about radiationis that we know
quite a bit about it. W have been studying it, and
its inpacts, on organi sns and peopl e for probably 60,
70 years, earnestly.

And we know a great deal about what the
i mpact of radiation is on aquatic species. The
licensee is required to operate the plant within
certain limts, and they can rel ease certai n amounts
of radiationto the | ake, but those are very carefully
controlled, and they are very snall anounts of
radi ati on.

To date we haven't seen any inpacts
associated with release of radiation on aquatic
organi sns, here or at other nuclear power plants.

VWhat we have determned is that the human -- hunans
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are probably the nost radi o sensitive organi smthat we
routinely deal with

Soif therequirenents are saf e enough for
humans, we’ ve determ ned t hat t hey are saf e enough for
t he environment. Now, the Great Lakes have had a | ong
hi story of environmental insults, over-fishing and
pol lution. And, certainly, there have been rather
significant changes in the |akes, and introduced
speci es have had profound effects.

But to date, based on our work, and work
of the licensees, and ot her organi zati ons, we haven’t
found any relation between release of radioactive
materials and the environment within the | akes.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thanks, M ke. And
you mi ght want to check back in with Rol and, after the
neeting, to make sure that we captured all of his
guestions, there. Let’s go to Ti mJudson.

MR. JUDSON: This is Tim Judson, again.
| guess, | nean, | have two questions at this point.
One is, | guess, directly pertaining to this issue,
whet her the NRC has conpil ed, as part of this review,
basically a sunmary of the total radiologica
effluence that Gnna has released into the

envi ronnment .
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Il nmean, | know from 1974 to '’ 83,
Br ookhaven National Lab summarized that there was, |
t hi nk, about 2,500 curies of radioactive waste that
have been ejected into the water, and about 25, 000
curies that have been released into the air.

| wonder if the NRC has conpiled an up to
date |list over the last 33 years for G nna?

MR. SCHAAF: | don’t know whether we’ve
got a current conpilation. The licensee is required
to submt effluent nmonitoring reports on an annua
basis, and yes, there is a biological sanpling
program as well, as part of their annual report.

The data could be conpiled from those
reports, | don’t know that we’ ve done that for an
ext ended period, recently.

MR. JUDSON: | nean, 2,500 curiesintothe
lake is nmore than a little bit of radioactive
ef fl uent.

But ny other questionis nore interns of
the relicensing issue, and whether in your
understanding, or any of the NRC representatives
understanding, if Gnna is relicensed, whether that
creates a | arger wi ndow of opportunity for RG&E, or

sonme other owner of Gnna, to build a new reactor
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without having to go through a site pernmitting
process?

MR. SCHAAF: On the site?

MR JUDSON. On the G nna site, yes.

MR. SCHAAF: Any action of that nature
woul d be required to undergo a separate review and
| i censi ng process.

MR, JUDSON: | understand that they woul d
need to get a new reactor |icense. But when they
built G nna, or when they build a newreactor on a new
site, that is currently unused for nuclear reactor
operation, that there is a site permtting process
that has to take pl ace.

And whet her, you know, if G nna’ s |icense
were to expire in 2009, without a renewal, whether
that would make it any nore challenging for a new
operator, or RGE to build a new reactor on-site,
rather than do it under an extended | i cense for G nna?

MR. SCHAAF: Maybe you could restate the
guestion?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Well, | think that
the idea is that does either approval of the
applicationtorenewthelicense, or di sapproval, does
that have any inplications in terns of early site

permit. And we will go to John Tappert for that.
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MR. TAPPERT: And the answer is no. I
mean, if they were to decide to build a new reactor
there it would require a new site permt, a new
operating license. So there are conpletely separate
i ssues associated with the relicensing of the current
pl ant .

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: kay, thank you,
John. Yes?

M5. ANDERSON: |’ m Bernadette Anderson
Webster. And ny question is, there are a nunber of
nucl ear power facilities on the New York side of Lake
Ontario. Canada has 12

Wien you do the environmental i npact
statenents do you then also take into consideration
what i s the inpact of this congl onerate of plants that
exist in this area?

MR SCHAAF: Part of NEPA requires an
assessnment of cunul ative inpacts. So that is
somet hi ng that we consi der.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And i s that -- NEPA
requires us to | ook at cumul ative inpacts, and based
on prior experience, and doing these types of
envi ronnental inpact statements for |icense renewal,
have we | ooked at that specific type of cunulative

i mpact ?
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I n ot her words, a nunber of nucl ear power
plants in the vicinity? And we will put that, that
definitely will be considered, obviously, acoment as
somet hi ng that you are suggesting that we do | ook at,
at a mni mum

Have we ever had any experience with those
types of situations?

MR. SCHAAF: | want to say the licensing
efforts, the relicensing efforts, we’ve gone through
to date, it has been different situations as far as
t he bodi es of water.

| don’t know, did you want to touch on
that, M ke?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: This is M ke Masni k,
agai n.

MR. MASNI K:  Yes. You know, under NEPA we
arerequiredto |l ook at cunul ative i npacts. And we do
| ook at, you know, multiple units at a site, for
exanpl e, their inpact.

And if there are other sources of inpact
we have to factor that into our assessment. So your
comment is a good one, and we certainly will |ook at
the cunul ative inpacts of all the units around the

| ake.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Great, thank you for
the cooment. Tim did you have another --

MR, JUDSON. Sure, it is just a follow up
to my previous question. Because, you know, this is
sort of a convoluted process that | feel that we are
going through with the relicensing, as well as other
regul atory issues.

But | guess one of the things |I'm
wondering is, if G nna were not to receive a |license
extension, then it would have to shut down in 2009.
And prior tothat, you know, initiate a decom ssi oni ng
and site cl eanup process, you know, through preparing
pl ans for how they were going to do that, that they
woul d have to submt to NRC and begi n preparing, you
know, the reactor conplex and the site for that.

And woul d t hat conplicate, inany way, the
subm ssion of an early site permt application to
build a newreactor on site, or to begin that kind of
preparation, has that ever happened before, and what
is the anticipation?

MR. MASNI K: M ke Masni k, again. Yes,
we’ve had |icensees that have permanently ceased
operation at a | ocation, but have not proposed a new
nucl ear plant, but have proposed alternative energy

sour ces.
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For exanple, a fossil plant of sonme sort.
We would certainly require, or we certainly require
over si ght, and we provide oversight of the
decom ssi oni ng. And if there was any other power
facility planned for the |ocation we would have to
consi der both the i npact of that power facility onthe
decomi ssioning, and if a licensee chose to put a
nucl ear plant there, we would have to consider the
i mpact of the decom ssioning on the construction of a
pl ant .

But as John Tappert nentioned earlier
they are separate processes. That is a fairly smal
site. And, you know, | think it would certainly
require a good hard |ook by our agency, on any
proposal to build another plant there.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Tim let’'s get one
nore questi on.

MR. JUDSON: So woul d t hose consi derati ons
be in, you know, the NRC s regulation of the
decomi ssioning, or would it have to also do with the
consideration of the site permt applicationto build
a new reactor?

MR MASNI K: W are getting very
hypot heti cal here. But, again, the decom ssioning, as

you decommi ssion a facility, you have to be concerned
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with ot her activities that occur around it. And under
thelicense for the facility, under the license of the
decom ssi oni ng facility, t here are certain
requirements to make sure that activities in the
vicinity of the plant are done in such a manner that
it doesn’t jeopardize the deconm ssioning plant, and
vi ce versa.

It would be of concern during the
construction of a new facility, if it was proposed.
But | think, you know, I think we are really getting
hypot hetical. | certainly would talk to you about it
after the neeting, if you want.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: The short answer
seens to be that it would have to be considered from
ei ther perspective, as M ke pointed out.

Let’s nove on to -- thank you very rmnuch,
Bob. Let’s nove on to hear from some of you nore
formally. And usually what | like to do is to hear
fromlocal officials first, andthen givetheutility,
in this case, a chance to just briefly explain what
their vision is behind their application.

And | just want to check, is Cathryn
Thomas here? (Okay, we are going to go to M chael
Havens, who i s t he school superintendent for the Wayne

Central School District.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

60

And, Mchael, if you could join us up
here? Probably woul d hopeful Iy be conveni ent for all
of wus.

MR. HAVENS: Good afternoon, and first | et
me thank the NRC for giving us this opportunity to
comment on the possible relicensing of the G nna
Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

My comments thi s afternoon are goi ng to be
fairly general, and probably pretty brief. Again, ny
nane is Mchael Havens, |’m superintendent of the
Wayne Central School District.

Wayne Central educates about 2,900
students, and is located in the towns of Ontario,
Wal worth, parts of the towns of Wbster, Marion,
W 1lianson, and Pennfield.

The G nna Nucl ear Power Plant is | ocated
wi t hi n our school district, and so you can see t hat we
have considerable interest in its future. And, in
fact, it is approxinmately six mles from the min
canmpus where we have two el enentary schools, a mddle
school, and a hi gh school.

So understand where we are com ng from
And let ne say, with that, that provided that Energy
East maintains the level of support for the G nna

Nucl ear Power Plant, that has been denonstrated by
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RGEE, | amin support of relicensingthe nucl ear power
pl ant .

And | say that for three primary reasons.
First of all, it has been an excellent corporate
nei ghbor. Secondly it provides a substantial tax base
for the school district. And, thirdly, it provides a
good standard of living for our famlies, and to ny
st udents.

Let me tal k about the first, whichis the
econom ¢ tax base. And | do not put this in any
particul ar order of inportance.

The power pl ant has provi ded appr oxi nat el y
15.8 mllion dollars in revenue over the last five
years. It provided 3,182,172 dollars to the tax base
just last year; 29.9 percent of the |ocal taxes that
we collect come from G nna.

Consequently the | oss of G nna woul d be an
econom ¢ disaster for the school district, and
t axpayers.

Secondly, it has been a good corporate
nei ghbor for us who live here in the Wayne Centr al
School District. And |1 |ive approxi mately eight mles
fromthe nucl ear power plant.

And while | nust admt that the thought of

a energency at the plant is frightening to all of us,
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particularly to me who i s responsi ble for the safety
of those 2,900 children, | alsorealizethat Gnnais
recogni zed as one of the best run power plants in the
nati on.

| have confidence in the plant manager
Joe Wday, and his people who run the site. W also
are confortable that it is a secure site, especially
with the addition of the National Guardsmen, nore
recently.

The Wayne Central School District
practices annual energency drills and we feel
confident we are prepared to deal with an energency,
shoul d there be one.

| woul d al so say that the plant has been
a good nei ghbor. M. Bi endenbach and hi s peopl e have
all owed us to use their manor house for training, to
house sone of the progranms for our special needs
chi l dren.

When we have a need RGEE has al ways been
there. After 9/11 when all of us were very concerned
about the safety of the plant, Rick Watts, Joe W day,
others volunteered to cone to the school and run
prograns for us. They have been a good corporate

nei ghbor to us.
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Thirdly, it has to dowth the standard of
living for my children. G nna provi des approxi nately
500 R&E jobs at its plant. 1In addition there are
about 300 related jobs through private contractors.

Now, nost of those people live in ny
school district, and they are parents of ny
school children. My childrenlive in decent hones, and
have mddle class values, and mddle class
opportuniti es because of G nna.

Because of this we believe we can offer
t he best of both worlds. We live in a pl easant rural
comunity, but we have the benefits of a suburban type
school district.

So, inconclusion, G nna has been good for
t he Wayne Central School District, its community, and
its children. And as |long as Energy East naintains
the existing level of care, we are supportive of its
relicensing.

W look forward to a continued |ong
relationship with R&E, its partner Energy East, and
the G nna Nucl ear Power Plant. Thank you

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very much,
Superi nt endent Havens.

Now | m going to ask Bob Mecredy, from

Rochester Gas and Electric, to tell us alittle bit
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about their rationale, their visionbehindthelicense
renewal application.

Bob is the site vice president at G nna
Bob?

MR. MECREDY: Thank you. Good afternoon,
and wel come. |’ m Bob Mecredy, |I’'mvice president of
nucl ear operations for RG&E and responsible for the
operation of G nna.

G nna began operationin 1969 and has been
a reliable part of the RGE system and the state’s
power supply, ever since. The plant’s output is about
half of RG&E s retail customers, what they use
annual | y.

The m ssi on of everyone who works at, and
who supports Gnna, is sinple; safe, reliable, and
econom cal operation, with the safety of the public
and our workers being our nunber one priority.

And our core val ues include being a good
nei ghbor and a good steward of the environnent in
whi ch we operate. Since start-up our focus has been
to continuously inmprove in all aspects of our
operation, the performance of our people, the
processes and procedures, and the plant design and

equi pnent .
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More than 500 people at G nna are highly
experienced, well trained, and conmtted to that
mssion. Visitors at Gnna regularly comment on the
teamwrk and commitnent that is denonstrated by our
enpl oyees and all who work at G nna.

W t hout exception every enpl oyee at G nna
that is providedwithtrainingis subjectedtotesting
to ensure that we can maintain the plant’s exenplary
per f or mance.

W continue to i nprove our training based
on i nprovenents in technol ogy, benchmarki ng and best
practices that we bring back from others in the
i ndustry, and feedback from our workers as they
identify better ways to gain the skills and know edge
that they need to do their job.

W have a sinmulator that is an exact
duplicate of the main control room and we use that to
train our operators, and other nenbers of our staff.
The operators, for exanpl e, spend one week in every 7
in training, every single year.

And that is after an extensive initial
qgual i fication programof over a year that is required
for an operator to earn his or her NRC license. W
have extensive processes and procedures that cover

virtually every aspect of our operation.
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W have al nost 5, 000 procedures that cover
operations, maintenance, inspection, engineering,
traini ng, i ndependent assessnent, security, as well as
abnormal and a w de range of energency, unlikely
emer gency response scenari os.

These al so are inproved on a continuous
basis, based on our experience, and others in our
i ndustry, and el sewhere. Peopl e, processes, and
procedures come together in emergency preparedness.

Qur energency response is conducted in
accordance with a formal plan, and is thoroughly
tested by Federal agencies. W have drills several
ti mes each year to test oursel ves.

The energency preparedness plan has been
conti nuously i nproved. But enmergency planning at
G nna is not done in a vacuum it is very nmuch a team
effort. Qur partners include Wyne and Monroe
Counties, and the state of New York, anong ot hers.

Al'l total about 1,000 people are part of
our energency response team \When we drill the plan
we have to neet rigorous standards set by the NRC and
FEMA, the Federal Enmergency Managenent Agency. And
our record i s good.

Ve, and  our partners, constantly

denonstrate our ability to protect the health and
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safety of the public. The energency pl an has only one
focus, and that is safety.

W began operation in 1969 with a robust
pl ant design, and proven equi pnent. And over the
years we have performnmed extensi ve mai nt enance on t hat
equi pnent to ensure continued reliable operation.

At our refueling and nai nt enance out ages,
conducted every 18 nonths, we perform over 1,000
i ndi vidual mai ntenance activities, and many nore
i nspections. And this is in addition to the ongoing
mai nt enance and i nspecti ons t hat are performed bet ween
t he refueling and mai nt enance out ages.

Qur goal is to provide our operators with
the right equi pnent performng flawl essly. Over the
years we have inproved and replaced a wi de range of
equi pnent. Most notable, at |east from outside the
pl ant, we replaced the two steam generators in 1996,
t aki ng advant age of i nproved mat eri al s and t echnol ogy,
and ensuring continued reliable operation.

We have al so replaced heat exchangers,
punps, and notors. W have taken advantage of
technol ogy in replacing our plant process conputer,
i nstrunentation, and the |ike.

W replaced the conputer that powers our

control room sinulator, the one the operators train
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on, with a PC based technology. This has allowed us
to expand the range of training we provide the
operators, and to take that PC based systeminto the
cl assroom for other training.

And it is instructive to talk about the
reactor vessel head, in ternms of inspections and
repl acenments. In the early 1990s, based on French
experi ence, we began to perform additional
i nspections, visual i nspections, on our reactor vessel
head.

In 1999 we took the opportunity, with our
extended ten year end service inspection to do
detail ed, non-destructive exam nations, and visual
i nspections, of our vessel head.

In each of those cases we saw no
degradation, no defects. W performed additiona
i nspections, both non-destructive exam nations, and
visual inspections, in our nost recent refueling
out age, in 2002. And, again, saw no degradation, and
no def ects.

Nevert hel ess, lookingtothe future, even
just to 2009, we reached the conclusion to replace
that reactor vessel head to provide us an economnc

benefit, and to give wus additional margin and
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assurance. That vessel head will be replaced in the
fall of 2003, our next refueling outage.

Security at the plant has received
additional scrutiny and attention since the tragic
events of Septenber 11th, 2001. RGE has over 30
years experience in nuclear plant security. The
approach has never been relaxed, nor has it been
static. It has been continually inproved, continually
advanced, and continual ly toughened, fromthe day the
pl ant started into operation.

And since Septenber 11th we have devoted
several mllion dollars in additional resources and
equi pnent. Qur security forceis numerous, it is well
armed, and it is supported by sophi sticated technical
surveillance, and intrusion detection systens.

Pl ant security is founded on a sound, very
conservative, plant design. The reactor contai nnment
is asteel reinforced concrete structure that isthree
feet thick.

And nore recent testing, and analysis,
seens to indicate that these designs woul d, indeed,
wi thstand aircraft inpacts. W have nmultiple safety
systens that support the security and the safety of

t he plant.
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And just as with energency preparedness,
pl ant security is conducted with a formal plan, which
is thoroughly reviewed by the Nuclear Regulatory
Conmmi ssion, supported by others.

W comunicate frequently, and work
closely with a wide range of |aw enforcenent and
gover nnent al agenci es, i ncl udi ng county | aw
enforcenent, state police, the FBI, the Coast Cuard,
t he National Guard, and others.

And to ensure the reliability and
trustworthi ness of the workforce, everyone who works
at Gnna is subject to detail ed background checks
before they are granted plant access.

W do take security seriously. And
security at G nna, and all other nuclear plants is
under constant review and eval uation. W cooperate,
fully, with these reviews, because we believe any
system can be i nproved.

The care and attention that we pay to our
people, our processes, our procedures, and our
equi pnrent, does nmake a difference. It has enabl ed us
to achi eve continuing inprovenents, and safety and
reliability of our operation.

Last year we set a newrecord for | ongest

continuous period in operation. And since start-up
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fromour refueling and mai nt enance outage this past
spring, we have been online, and serving our
customers, for over 200 days, wi thout interruption.

Based on t hi s record of solid perfornmance,
and on the research we conducted whil e preparing our
application for the renewal of Gnna s operating
|l i cense, for the additional 20 years, we submttedthe
application and asked the NRC for its approval.

W believe it is inportant to retain the
option to operate the plant for the extended peri od,
t hereby contributing to the overall power supply in
the state and, inportantly, to the energy mx in the
st at e.

As | nentioned at the beginning of the
presentation, Gnna is one of the key providers of
energy for the consunmers in the RG&E service
territory. Its 490 nmegawatts are inportant for
noderating energy prices in this region and, indeed,
in the state.

Virtually every new power plant in New
York depends on natural gas as the fuel of choice.
And as we have | earned, inthe past several years, the
price of natural gas can fluctuate greatly. Thi s
nmeans that the price of electricity fromgas fired

power plants, would al so correspondi ngly fluctuate.
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To further conplicate matters, even for
those new plants receiving siting approval, plant
developers arefindingit difficult, toinpossible, to
obt ai n fi nanci ng.

The New York state power plant siting | aw
is scheduled to expire at the end of this year. And
a nunber of older plants may need substantial new
investment, if it is available, to neet new
envi ronnent al standards.

I f G nna’ s basel oad out put i s renoved from
the inventory of available capacity and energy, the
result could be a significant upward pressure on
el ectric prices.

But Gnna is nore than a power plant
operated by highly skilled workers. W are, indeed,
as M. Havens has commented, part of the comunity.
Ron Fellows, one of our operations control room
supervi sors, and the president of the plant branch of
t he Ameri can Nucl ear Society, will make sone comrent s
on that contribution.

But beyond t hat our enpl oyees gi ve back to
the community in a variety of ways. They serve on
school boards, and town boards, as Scout | eaders and

sports coaches, they support day care centers, and
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seni or centers. They serve on ski patrols, and they
train gui de dogs.

Qur enpl oyees raised noney to donate a
defibrillator to the Ontario Volunteer Ambul ance
Service. W partner with the Wayne Central School
District by providing themwi th the space for their
Eagl es Ventures program a programfor those students
who can benefit from an alternative educational
program and setting.

W continue to participate, on an annua
basis, in the science and exploration days of the St.
John Fisher College, contributing to interest in
science on the part of the young people in the
comunity, and we participate in the Annual Day of
Caring, anong others.

Let nme speak, now, to the environnental
aspect of our operation. It is our goal to have a
m ni mum i npact on our environment. Mst visibly is
t he way we have wor ked fromthe days of initial design
and construction to blend into our environment.

It is difficult to hide a 480 negawatt
power plant, but we are proud of the appl e orchards,
the red barns, the flowers, and the wooded settings,

that do help us blend into the countrysi de.
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Just as we do at home we mninmze the
i mpact that our waste stream can have, so an active
recycling program for paper and cardboard products.
Surplus lunber and paint have been donated to the
Habitat for Humanity.

W work at mnimzing all aspects of
solid, gaseous, and | iquidwaste, setting avariety of
i mprovenent goal s each year. Overall we have seen no
adverse inpact, over the years, on wldlife and
aquati c speci es.

In conclusion we remain commtted to
operating safely, reliably, and economi cally through
the current period and, if approved, into the extended
peri od. But we will only operate if the plant is
saf e.

W remain committed on being a good
nei ghbor, and a good steward. |, and the rest of the
people at Gnna, look forward to serving you and
nmeeting the needs of our community in the years to
cone. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
M. Mecredy. We are nowgoing to goto lvette Torres,
who is going to read a couple of statenents, |

believe, fromsone |ocal officials.
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And Ivette is a public affairs speciali st
with Rochester Gas and El ectric.

M5. TORRES: Good afternoon, my name is
|vette Torres, public affairs specialist at Rochester
Gas and El ectric.

The first letter conmes to us from M.
Frank J. Guelli, supervisor, town of Wolwrth. M.
Guel li addresses the letter to M. Robert G Schaaf,
O fice of Nuclear Regul atory Regul ati on.

Dear M. Schaaf: | amthe t own supervisor
of the town of Wolworth, | ocated in Wayne County, New
York, near the R E. G nna Nucl ear Power Pl ant, owned
by Rochester Gas and El ectric Corporation.

[’m witing you in support of R&XE s
application for an operating |icense extension. The
pl ant has been operated safely and reliably for nore
than 30 years. It is aresponsive nei ghbor to ny town
and county.

The plant is a substantial taxpayer in ny
county, and provides several hundred jobs. | have
confidence in the managenent of the plant. | believe
this operating record is worthy of relicensing.
Sincerely, M. Frank Guelli, Supervisor, town of

Wool wor t h.
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The second letter is fromM. Channing H
Phi I brick, Supervisor, Town of Penfield. It is
addressed to M. Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director,
Li cense Renewal and Environnental Program

Dear M. Kuo: Although I'’m not able to
attend the public Hearing at the Wbster, New York
public library, on Wdnesday, Novenber 6th, 2002,
want ed to convey ny thoughts on the RG&E application
for renewal of its facility operating |icense for the
G nna Nucl ear Power Pl ant for an additional 20 years.

The town of Penfield has had an excel | ent
wor ki ng relationship with RG&E, and they have al ways
been very responsive in dealing with questions and
concerns that we may have.

Continuing to provide service from the
G nna plant for an additional 20 years is inportant to
our comunity, and we strongly support this
appl i cati on.

It is inmportant to note that nearly half
of the power provided through RGE cones from the
G nna plant. It has proven to be a safe and
dependabl e source of electricity for our comunity.

The inpact on the environnent has been
negl i gi bl e. | visited the plant on at |east two

occasions, and have been inpressed wth the
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prof essi onal nmanagenment of the site, and the high
| evel of security maintained for this facility.

Again, |'’m sorry that |I'm not able to
personal ly attend the hearing on the 6th, but wanted
to convey ny strong support for this application to
extend the operating license for the G nna Nucl ear
Power Plant for an additional 20 years. Sincerely,
Channing H. Phil brick, supervisor, town of Penfield.

Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, thank you very
much, lvette.

Next we are going to go to Susan Gat el ey,
and then we will hear from Roland M cklem and then
fromTi mJudson. Susan? And Susan is fromLakeshore
Envi ronment al Acti on.

M5. GATELEY: | guess | will read, because
|’ mnot a very good speaker. |'ma freelance witer,
and | do better witing than | do trying to talk.

| guess t he purpose of the scopi ng neeti ng
istoidentify significant issues. A nunmber cones to
mnd. | wll concentrate on only a few of them

The world is a very different place than
it was back in the early 1960s, when G nna was built.

Col d War pressures which pronpted our governnent to
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fund the research and engi neering for power plants
|l i ke G nna have given away to terrorismconcerns.

Commer ci al nucl ear power plants once seen
as vital to our national security, are now seen as
vulnerable to terrorist attacks. And today there are
nore efficient, cleaner, and safer ways to mnake
electricity.

When G nna was built there was no such
thing as the National Environmental Policy Act, the
| egi sl ati on that mandates the environnmental inpact
statenents that we just heard about for the | ast half
hour .

And i f G nna wer e bei ng consi dered, today,
in this place, it mght not be built under that
| egi sl ation. Lake Ontario is now hone to 16 nucl ear
plants, a tritium recovery facility, a uranium
refinery, and at | east two | ow | evel radi oacti ve waste
dunps at Lew ston and Port Hope.

Most of these plants were built after
G nna. Gnnais one of the ol dest plants on the | ake.
That is a big cunmulative inpact on the lake. It is
used by nore people every year, as a water source.

| understand Newark may be expandi ng t he
water district that will now tap into Lake Ontario

water. | could be wong, but I do knowthat nore and
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nore nunicipalities are depending on Lake Ontario
wat er .

All of these plants, when they are
operating, all of these facilities, release sone
radi oactivity. Some of it has a very short half-life
of days or weeks, some of it, like tritium has a
| onger half-life of 12 years, soneis very |long-Iived.

That brings me to point nunber two. Wen
the plant was new, we did not have 40 years of
radi ati on being rel eased. Radi ati on exposure has
cumul ati ve health effects. That is why nost skin
cancers show up later in life.

As power plants operate they expose the
popul ati on, and the environnment, to an ongoi ng burden
of exposure. And just as an aside to this, outside of
scopi ng, many scientists do not accept threshol d dose
and horm ses as valid, no matter what the HPs say.

So the Ilonger these plants operate
basically the nore dose, cunul ative, the popul ation
recei ves. Popul ation around G nna, nunber three, is
much higher than it was when the plant was built.
This is no longer a rural area, it is now a suburban
ar ea.

Even wi thout increased popul ation nany

people believe the present energency ten nle
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evacuat i on zones shoul d be expanded, because of ot her
concerns, such as the terrorismissue.

G nna shoul d not be relicensed until this
is done. Wen the plant was built there was no spent
fuel on the site. It was supposed to be renoved
Politics and | ogi stics are | eadi ng ot her nukes to use
dry cask storage on-site. WIIl this plant, how I ong
will it be there, what about security for it?

Terrorist concerns, we hear how safe and
secure the nuclear plants are with their guards, and
i ghts, and fences, and bunkers. But there have been
failures of plant security, and warning devices, at
G nna since Septenber 11th.

Sirens failed tests. A contract worker
apparently tested positive for drugs |ast spring.
Many experts feel that the danger of attack lies from
within the plant. There have been at | east two cases,
t hat we know of , si nce Septenber 11th, where enpl oyee
background checks failed to catch workers who
falsifiedinformation and om tted fel ony i nfornmation.

Also the spent fuel pool is not in a
hardened containment structure, it is nore in
sonmething |i ke a pole barn. 1t could be attacked and
breached witharelatively small projectile, and there

is plenty of radiation init.
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Anot her very big change since G nna was
built is deregulation. This is changingthe way these
plants are operated. G nna is comng up on 40 years
now. Sone of its conmponents were designedto last its
licensed life.

So it does need nore care and noni toring.
However, both the NRC and industry are trying to
streaniine regul ati on and reduce costs. Pressures to
reduce costs toindustry, alongwi th possiblyalittle
conpl acency, are what led to that hole in the reactor
head at Davis Besse. That could have been a very
serious accident on Lake Erie.

There have been many other age rel ated
failures besides this one. N ne MIle core shroud,
t hat steamgenerator rupture in 1982 at G nna was not
anticipated; enbrittlement of the reactor vessel
these all surprised the experts. There are probably
going to be nore surprises as these plants age.

One nor e change si nce t he good ol d days of
the AEC, the regulatory Atom c Energy Comm ssion of
t he 1960s. Today the NRC nust functionin a political
environnent that stresses deregulation and |ess
gover nment spendi ng.

The NRC has been |i ke ot her agencies, it

has been pressured to beconme nore efficient. And for
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several years it has endured reduced funding, and a
shortage of skilled technical workers.

In a speech two years ago, | don’t know
what the situation is now, but two years ago the NRC
chai rman sai d, despite efforts to hire new engi neers,
we have experienced a net |oss of engineers over the
past five years, about 8 percent of their workforce,
engi neeri ng wor kf or ce.

We are | osing expertise, and along with
it, valuable institutional know edge. That is a
direct quote fromhis speech. The net effect of this,
and failures to catch things like that Davis Besse
hole in the head, is that there is less trust of
institutions like the NRC, than there was of the AEC,
40 years ago. And | think we see alittle bit of that
in this roomtoday, |ess trusting public.

Finally, the world of energy production
has changed since 1960. W really don’t need nucl ear
plants any nore. There are cleaner, safer ways to
produce power. Denmark now gets about ten percent of
its power fromw nd. Their goal is half by 2030.

Californiajust passed a renewabl e energy
requi renment of 20 percent in 20 years. W could do
this in New York. There have also been huge

i mprovements i n cogenerationtechnol ogy, whichis very
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much nore efficient thanthelarge centralized pl ants.

G nna should not be relicensed. | would
just add, | scribbled this down during the neeting,
and then it was brought up by soneone else, that a
good environnental inpact statenment does consider
al ternatives. |’m glad to hear that they wll be
considering al ternative ways of producingelectricity.

Al so an environnmental inpact statenent
does, or should, consider what they call secondary
i mpact s. Which are something like you build a
shopping nmal |, and then you attract other businesses
to set up alongside it, so that the initial traffic
| oad fromthe mall becones greater 20 years down the
road because of other things.

And that may be sonme of what Tim is
driving at. By relicensing the plant you mni ght
encour age a future usage of that site, not necessarily
anot her nucl ear pl ant, but some ot her i ndustri al usage
of this slightly contam nated site that m ght not be
conpatible wth the environment, or wth the
residential area.

So |I'’m concerned about thinking about
t hose secondary i npacts, what this wonan referred to,
t hose 20 year out inpacts. Is nmy time up? 1’ ve got

one nore paragraph.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Go ahead.

M5. GATELEY: We should also, as a
condition, I would Ilike to see this done. W should
have easi er access to the radiation rel ease data for
the entire lake, not just Gnna, all the other
facilities.

W nds of radi ati on do not respect boundary
l'i nes. | would like to see a database, a good
conpilation of this information, that woul d be in an
easy to access format, and it should be sent to each
town hall, and to each library within 25 m | es of each
of these power plants, not just G nna.

The governments of the U.S. and Canada do
not make it easy to get this data now I think
sonmebody asked a question about that, and | think the
fellow said it could be conpiled. But has it been
conpi |l ed, or do we have to do this as citizens? That
is not an easy process to do.

In fact | think Timnmentioned that a | ab,
a technical institution used to conpile this data for
G nna, but apparently it is no |longer available. |
think that definitely should be a condition of
relicensing.

| spent about 20 minutes, all right, 10

m nutes, maybe 20 is an exaggeration. But | spent
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quite a while looking at the NRC website the other
day, trying to figure out when and where this neeting
was. |I’'msure it is posted on there, but I had a hard
time finding it.

Okay, our elected officials and public
health people should have the information about
radi ati on rel eases, it should be in an easy to use
dat abase, it shoul d be available to the public. This
is inportant as these plants get ol der

And one other thing | haven't heard
anybody tal king about, Canada is also undergoing
deregul ation of their public utilities. This should
be factored in as part of the inpact of keeping this
pl ant goi ng.

I’ mal nost done. | guess it was about 40
years ago, time goes by, that | heard ny father, Lee
Peterson say at the dinner table, we used to live
about a mile fromthe plant, that nuclear plants are
areally conplicated way to boil water.

They are conplicated, they are i nherently
dangerous. That is why we have security guards down
there. And they are relatively inefficient conpared
to newer technol ogy.

That is why we are so concerned wth

relicensing and regulating them There m ght be
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alternatives here. Thereis avery smart fell owthat
desi gns green buil dings, and he says that regul ation
is aresult of design failure.

Nucl ear power i s one of the nore regul at ed
i ndustries around. The solution is not to deregul ate
it, or toextendit, or relicenseit, but toelimnate
it, to phaseit out, |like they are doing in Sweden and
Germany. W could do it right here, we could start
right here in Wayne County.

And as far as that tax base concern there
coul d be ot her things, perhaps even anot her generati ng
facility, that woul d be safer and cl eaner, that could
pi ck up sone of that econom c and tax concern, and it
coul d even enhance the area’ s economic activity.

So, thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Susan. Rol and? Roland is also with Lakeshore
Envi ronnment al Acti on.

MR. M CKLEM I’m not going to attack
nucl ear power plants so nmuch as the whol e concept of
devel opment. And nost of it seens to be driven by
econom Ccs.

And I’ mnot tal king about -- | know t hat
the presence of a power facility, good corporate

nei ghbors, nakes the economics of it, people --
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supplies people with jobs. W can relate to the
school s, the whol e works.

But | think that my concern is that
nucl ear power, along with a |ot of inventions of the
20t h century, was just sinply openi ng a Pandora’ s box.
And we never | ooked down the road to see what the
consequences of them were going to be.

Right now, the autonobile, we didn't
realize that it would be one of the things that was a
prime suspect in causing global warmng, just as we
didn't realize that nuclear power plants, for all of
t heir advantages, have one flaw, which to ne is the
nost serious one of all.

And | don’t know a |ot of statistics, |
can’t quote a lot of this, but nmy big concern is what
happens to the waste from all of the thousands of
nucl ear power plants around the country, that we keep
accunul ating the waste, and keep piling it up, and
keep stockpiling it with half-life of thousands of
years, wi thout any concern for what i s goi ng to happen
to the people in the future that will have to dea
with it.

Even though right now it seens |like the
main thing that is driving it is economcs, that if

noney weren’t involved, if power plants, if you
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weren’'t going to |ose noney by making various and
sundry changes, then it wouldn’'t be such a |arge
I ssue.

So | guess ny concern is we shouldn't |et
t he economics drive the picture. But we need to | ook
at the consequences, the health and welfare
consequences, not only of this generation, but future
gener ati ons.

That is about it.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very much,
Rol and. Next we are going to hear fromTi mJudson of
Citizens Awareness NetworKk.

VR, JUDSON: Thanks. My nanme is Tim
Judson, and I'mwith the Citizens Awareness NetworKk.
W are a grass roots volunteer group of people who
live inreactor comunities, nostly in the northeast.

And | live in Syracuse. | work, I'min
Oswego, so |’ mmuch nore affected, nyself, by the Nine
Mle and Fitzpatrick reactors. So, you know, so
comng here | realize that I'’mnot part of the host
conmuni ty.

And | want to thank the NRC for answering
our questions today, for attenpting to do that. But
with all due respect, tothe NRCrepresentatives here,

| believe, and CAN believes, that the NRC s revi ew of
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t hi s question of extending G nna' s operating life for
anot her 20 years is really inadequate to protect the
public health and safety.

And that 1is because of sone of the
guestions that we’ve asked today, such as, you know,
whet her -- it isinportant what the material condition
of the reactor is at this point. You know, it sounds
really scientific, we got a lot of really scientific
answers to that, howit is going to be dealt with.

But, essentially, the NRC supports
relicensing of reactors as a policy. And the NRC, the
Nucl ear Regulatory Comm ssion appointed by the
President, has given directives to the NRC staff to
facilitate the relicensing, and the construction of
newreactors, and revised the rules onthe relicensing
process to make that nore possible, to nmake it easier.

And so what we are stuck with is this
process inwhichit isreally difficult for the public
even to challenge the relicensing of areactor at this
point. It isreally difficult for the public to even
intervene in this process, with all the issues that
are really relevant, |ike the questions that people
have been rai sing today.

So in that sense, you know, it doesn’t

seem like this is the place to have our concerns
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addressed. And there is a nunber of groups here who
are going to be appealing to the Public Service
Conmi ssion in New York state to be involved in this
process, and to oppose the relicensing.

And | know t hat when we are opposing the
relicensing, essentially what we are saying is that
t he reactor should shut dowmn. And, you know, | live
in Syracuse, | work i n Gswego county, | understand the
terrible inmpact that people can conceive of when we
tal k about shutting down plants in this region.

Fulton, | don’t knowif peoplerealizeit,
but Fulton is | osing another 500 jobs, because of the
closing of the Nestle Plant. And it is really painful
to see that.

W al sorealize that, you know, nuclear in
many ways is a special case. And right now what we
have to deal with, inevitably, is the reality that
nucl ear power plants in this country are potentia
targets for terrorist attacks onciviliansin Arerica

And that is an issue that | didn't even
want toreally |l ook at, until 9/11. My concerns about
nucl ear power were, after having grown up in reactor
comunities, living in one, had to do with just the
day to day consequences of having a reactor in the

comunity, and the way that it divi des people, the way
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t hat people suffer fromillness around reactors, and
the ways in which it corrupts the political systemin
t he community.

Wth 9/11 it is sort of the trunp card,
and the threat of terrorism People talk about the
increase in security at Gnna. It is true, you know,
people are hiring a few nore security guards. |n New
York we have the National Guard providing sone extra
service, which is another subsidy, to deal with the
i nadequacy of the industry’ s ability to deal with the
security problem

But the truth is that security isn’'t an
adequate response to it. The reactor sites,
t hensel ves, are structurally vul nerable. Peopl e,
there is alot of focus on whether the contai nment at
G nna could withstand an airliner inpact, you know,
whet her or not the pl ane goes t hrough t he cont ai nnent,
there is a lot of collateral damage that coul d cause
a severe accident.

But, you know, the high | evel waste, the
irradiated fuel, the spent fuel on site is in an
unprotected buil ding. It is not -- there is no
cont ai nnent around the spent fuel pool, and that has
nore radi oactive material init than the reactor ever

has.
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So when you concei ve of the fact that the
NRC s estimates from 1982, just for a neltdown, were
t hat 2, 000 peopleinthe inmediate vicinity could die,
and that 28,000 people within 40 mles could be
hospitalized, and that there could be, you know, 63
billion dollars in property | osses to the surroundi ng
area, you know, this is really incredible.

And to think that, you know, that there
aren’t people who realize the damage that that could
cause to our econony, and to our society, is not worth
it to keep it going.

And what actually, you know, what 1is
afforded to us at this point is the fact that G nna,
you know, if it doesn’t get relicensed has seven years
to plan for a shutdown.

And whil e as an anti-nucl ear personit is
hard for me to say, you know, keep it running for
anot her seven years. It affords us an opportunity to
pl an for the phase-out, and to plan for what is going
to happen in terms of jobs, and in ternms of property
taxes, and in terns of the econony.

And we woul d all be a |l ot safer. Wether
or not you think that, you know, G nna should be
relicensed or not, nobody can deny that we woul d be a

| ot safer if, you know, the nucl ear power plants were
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shut down, and the nucl ear waste that was on-site was
secur ed.

W would all be a |ot safer, there is no
doubt about that. So why not take the chance that we
have now, rather than let R E. G nna go forward, and
charge the repairs for the process of relicensingthis
reactor, for any retrofits that it goes through, and
deal honestly with the question of whether RGE is
going to sell this plant.

| nmean, RG&E is the subsidiary of a
corporation that doesn’t invest in generation at this
point. And the pattern in the R&E, sold its other
nucl ear power plant to a private operator.

The truth is that if RGE wants to sel
this reactor, and get the liability off its hands, it
has to relicense it. Nobody is going to buy a nuke
that has only 7 years left on its |license.

And that isthetruth, that isthereality
that we are faced with at this point. And whether,
you know, RG&E to give themcredit, has been a better
nei ghbor than a lot of, than the other nuclear
operators in this state.

But the conpanies that are com ng in and
taking over these reactors aren't. And Oswego is

al ready havi ng probl ens with property taxes goi ng up,
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because t he new conpani es can’t afford to pay t he high
bills that they paid in the past. And they are, you
know, preparing to reduce the size of the workforce.

This is the future comng. And it nakes
sense, right now, to take a proactive stance in this
situation, to make sure that the future of what
happens with Gnna is a positive one for the
community, rather than stretching this out in an
ongoi ng experinment. Thanks.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, thank you. W
are going to next hear from Cathryn Thomas. And
Cathryn is the town supervisor for the town of
Webster. Cat hryn?

M5. THOVAS: Thank you, and wel cone to t he
Webster Library. Thank you for hol ding your neeting
here at what we think is our really great facility
her e.

As | have been introduced, |I’mthe town
supervisor right here in Webster. And | don’t fee
confortable, to tell you the truth, getting into the
whol e debate about whether or not we should have
nucl ear power, and have nucl ear power plants.

But -- and I’ msorry that | had a conflict
at another neeting, and I wasn’'t here. | just got

here a short while ago and I’ mgoing to have to | eave
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after this, because | have a really tight schedule
t hese days.

And | know | m ght be repeating sone of
the coments. | certainly know that Channing
Phil brick, who is the Penfield supervisor, one of ny
col | eagues, had sent a letter.

And | probably don’'t need to go through
all the pros, also, in the sense of sone of the
advant ages that we do have, as | say, not talking
about whet her we shoul d have nucl ear energy or not, a
pl ant .

But a lot of things, talking about the
j obs, and tal ki ng about the economc inpact. | just
can’t imagine taking a facility with the assessed
value that that plant has out of a town just I|ike
Webster, and what the inpact woul d be.

| mean, we could probably sit down and
even crunch nunbers, but it would be significant. And
it woul d be even nore significant, woul d be ny guess,
fromny -- what | see as a relative relationship
bet ween what the town of Ontariois |ike, and what the
town of Webster is like.

So certainly you are going to have an
i npact there with that reduced assessed val ue shoul d

t hat not have a plant, or sone facility there. And,
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of course, the job inpact too. And | don’t think we
can really mnimze it, in the econony these days.

The jobs, | know a |ot of people right
here in Webster, and i n t he surroundi ng area, do work,
rely on their jobs at the plant. So there certainly
are the econom c factors that are a certainty woul d be
negati ve.

But what | canreally tal k about with you
is the experience that | have had working with the
peopl e at RGE, running the plant, in the town right
adjacent to the towm of Webster. And all of those
experiences have been very positive, and | only view
all of those people as very, very professional, and
very caring, and very interested in running, | think
t here was an adm ssi on about t he peopl e that are there
now, i n RGE, and howthey runthe G nna facility, and
how wel | they have done.

And they really do an exenplary job, and
I’mjust telling you that that has been ny persona
experi ence. They -- after 9/11, and as | say, we
t hi nk about things alot differently nowthan we did,
there were extra neetings right out at the plant to
| ook at -- and they don’t reveal everything to ne,
just like they are not going to, to the general

public, which is obvious.
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But to give us sone additional |evel of
assurances of the security factors in place, really
t hat had been in place for an ext ended peri od of tine,
for the history of the plant, up until 9/11, and
addi tional measures that had been thought of since
t hat event.

And that was very reassuring, and |’'m
regul arly communi cated to fromrepresentati ves of R&E
about what is going on, and any updates, and anyt hi ng
that | need to know, and that ny comunity,
potentially, needs to know I’ m aware of.

| have never been surprised, and all of a
sudden read sonet hing i n the paper, or heard a runor,
or anything like that. They are very good at letting
us know everything that we need to know, when we need
to know it.

And I, inturn, feel that is inportant in
representing the people, that | thenlet the peopl e of
Webst er know, when | pass that along to them and I
al ways check nmy facts with RGE before | do that, so
| make sure | have everything going out correctly to
t he public.

So, as | say, you know, the plant is
there, and | know peopl e have very strong feelings on

either side of whether or not we should have that
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energy. | don’t know, | know it would be a very big
i npact, also, to replace all of the energy that is
generated by the plant.

You know, we are very fortunate in New
York state that we have had the capacity that we have
had, that all of the energy suppliers have been able
to supply, with a very large increase in demand, as
time goes on, with technol ogy and electricity, and a
| ot of those issues.

And you heard about, a couple of years
ago, how terrible it was to live out in California,
and be aresident, and try to run a busi ness out there
with the rolling bl ackouts, or brownouts, or whatever
they were having, and we have not had any of those
types of experiences, at least in this part of New
York state, and not that |I'mvery wdely aware of,
t hroughout our state.

And to think that we would have to find
something to replace that. And if we were not to
relicense alot of these facilities around the state,
and the country, we would have to find a whol e | ot of
things to replace a |l ot of that energy that is being
created, that is just another side of what is to be

| ooked at.
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But very specifically all of the
experiences that | have had dealing with the peopl e,
that is the core of what RGE is, the people who
specifically run the plant out there.

And we have very good peopl e, not speaki ng
about nyself personally, but on the governnent side,
with the office of emergency preparedness. And |
don’t know the people in Wayne County, but | do know
Muf fy M senthal, and Sandy McCl uso are two of the top
people in the Mnroe County Ofice of Energency
Preparedness, and they work even nmuch nore closely
than | do with the G nna people as far as putting
together all the plans, and then we are trained to
foll owthe plans, and what is involvedin all of them

So, as | said, it is avery professionally
run operation, and they have gi ven ne every assurance
that they are -- you know, these people |live here,
too, in this area, and they don’t want anything to
happen to their facility as much as everyone el se
doesn’t.

Does t hat nean that absolutely positively
not hi ng coul d ever happento it? O course not, that
woul d be nai ve. But absol utely anything coul d happen
anywhere, any tine, as we really did experience on

9/ 11 that I’msure no one had even i magi ned anyt hi ng
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as tragi c as happened on that date woul d, m ght have
ever happened anywhere, and it did.

So -- but you have to weigh all of the
practical realities of what do we need, do we need
this energy, is it good to have the jobs, is it good
to have the econom c i npact of having a plant there,
against all of the things that a |ot of the other
peopl e spoke about.

You know, we t al ked about -- sonmebody j ust
mentioned political corruption, I don’t know exactly
what that reference was to, but as | said, all the
people that I work with from R&G&E have been good and
prof essi onal people. And | do trust the people who
have a | ot nore expertise in this area, at the higher
| evel s of our state governnent.

| don’t know to what role the PSE in New
York state would ever play in this, but then you have
t he Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssion, and those are the
peopl e that have the expertise, and that | will rely
on to make the right deci sion.

Long-termis it a good idea to nmake the
licensing, but if they are naking their decision, or
a part of their decisionis based on historically how
has the facility run, and what is the inpression of

peopl e about it, ny inpressionis that thefacilityis
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runin avery excellent manner, and t he peopl e t hat we
deal with to run it are very good, and caring, and
pr of essi onal peopl e.

And | can just tell you that because that
has been nmy experience with them so | wanted to pass
that along. Thank you very nuch

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Cat hryn.
And next we are going to go to Ron Fellows, and then
we are going to hear from Joel Van Schaffel, Ron
Behan, and Dr. Looms. Ron Fellows.

MR. FELLOWS: Thank you very nuch. | was
asked by RG&E to provide you, the audience, the few
exanpl es of how our society, the Anerican Nucl ear
Society Gnna plant branch interrelates with the
i medi ate communities around G nna, and Mnroe
Counti es.

As Bob Mecredy introduced nme, my nane is
Ron Fel | ows. I hold a senior reactor operator’s
license for the Gnna facility, where I'"ma contro
room supervi sor

| ve wor ked wi th RG&E si nce 1985, and I’ m
currently the Anerican Nucl ear Society’ s G nna Pl ant
branch chair. |’ve been in that position for

approxi mately three years.
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Alittle bit about the American Nucl ear
Soci ety. The American Nucl ear Society is a not-for-
profit international, scientific, and educational
organi zation. It was established in the 1950s by a
group of individuals who recogni zed the need to unify
t he professional activities withinthe diverse fields
of nucl ear science and technol ogy.

The Ameri can Nucl ear Soci ety’s G nna pl ant
branch falls under the northeastern section of the
Anerican Nucl ear Society. Back in the early 1990s,
when deregulation was the topic in the utility
busi ness, a bunch of us in the industry had a grave
concern for questions that were being raised by
menbers of the comunity.

Today you wi t nessed sone of those concerns
t hat have been brought up by concerned citizens, and
| appl aud themfor bringing forth their grave concerns
to ensure that the Nuclear Regul atory Conmission is
goi ng to take under consi deration when they decide to
renew the, or deny the renewal, of the RGE G nna’s
facility.

W had to cone up with a goal for the
plant branch outside of the Anerican Nuclear

Society’s, and the plant branch goal at Gnna is to
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i ncrease t he awar eness of the general public about the
aspects of nucl ear power.

W decided to do that through three
commttees, public information, and education, and
recognition. Since early 1992, when we were forned,
we have been asked by vari ous communi ty or gani zati ons,
such as PTAs, Boy Scouts of Anmerica, Grl Scouts, 4H
groups, various wuniversities, St. John's Fisher
Col | ege, the University of Rochester, just to nane a
few, to provi de guest speakers on the topic of nucl ear
power and the atom

W' ve al so providedtothe comunity, with
support of RG&E, tours to our facility, minly
el ementary, mddle school and high school students,
but as well as other professional organizations.
Thousands of students have visited G nna’ s training
center, where we’ve covered various topics, radiation
exposure to howwe ensure the safety and heal th of the
general public, through a systemthat we call safety
i n depth.

Students have been able to try on the
little canary outfits you m ght be famliar with, from
news organi zations, we call them anti-contam nation

clothing, which they got a kick out of, to have a
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better understandi ng of how we prevent the spread of
cont am nati on.

We’'ve had students visit the @G nna
simulator, which was referenced earlier. It is an
actual nockup of the control room a facility that
operators such as nyself train on, periodically, and
annual | y gi ven a ri gorous examt o mai ntai n our |icense
proficient.

G nna had just conpleted, successfully,
t heir annual examfor the operators at G nna. W al so
participate in New York state’'s Adopt A Hi ghway
Program the American Nucl ear Society’'s G nna Pl ant
Branch i s responsi bl e for mai ntai ning the cl eanl i ness
of areas on Route 104 bet ween Kni cker bocker and North
Sl ocum Road. It is about two and a half mles.

W have been doing that for pretty nuch 11
or 12 years, and we nmeet about three tines a year to
mai ntai n that area clean.

A lot of support in that from the
conmuni ties and busi nesses al ong the highway. They
have cone out and personally thanked ne for our
efforts in maintaining that clean.

One of my bi ggest acconplishnents for the
Anerican Nucl ear Society’'s G nna plant branch is an

excel | ent SCRAM If you visit our display table
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outside you will see where we proudly di splay a pl aque
in the plant that shows the recipients of that award.

For the last nine years, this will be the
tenth in Decenber, we have awarded a | ocal school
el enentary, mddle or high school, a thousand doll ar
grant to be used for vari ous school supplies otherw se
not covered by their budgets.

To be nom nat ed t hey nmust be noni nat ed by
a pl ant branch nenber. They are theninvited to fill
out an application specifying what they plan on doi ng
with the funds, and then when we receive those, we
invite themto attend a day |ong workshop that we
normal Iy have held at the G nna nuclear facility.

After Septenber 11th we di d hol d one fi nal
wor kshop at G nna, and we did not bring any of the
teachers, unfortunately, on site as we did in years
past. Thereis alot of interesting concerns teachers
have.

They have a hard time explaining the
nucl ear waste. It is an issue, and it is of
i mportance. But what they are fascinatedin seeingis
that it is very minimal in quantity.

Now, | didn’t cone to debate the aspects,
pros and cons, obviously I'’m biased. But what this

excel | ence grant does is educates the educators, so
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that they can take back to the classroom resources
that they can present, in an unbiased fashion, to
their students so that they can nmke their own
rati onal decisions as to what we are going to do.

Electricity is a conmodity, in my opinion
we shouldn’t deregulate it. Electricity is a
commodity that we rely oninour daily lives, fromthe
time you get up in the norning to the tine you go to
bed at night.

| know nmnmy kids love it wth their
Ni ntendos, and their conputers, and their renote
control, that | never had, their satellites, | can
talk forever.

So the excellence grants, |I'm proud to
say, that is a maj or acconpli shnent of the G nna pl ant
branch. W have awarded it for the | ast nine years.
The funds cone from menbership dues, various fund
rai sing events, and personal donati ons.

This  vyear, in Decenber, we are
collaborating with the central New York Health
Physi ci sts Soci ety, where we plan on havi ng speakers
fromnucl ear nedi ci ne, and the fission project at the

Uni versity of Rochester.
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| was told |I only had five mnutes to
speak, so | close. | can talk forever, if you would
li ke.

l’m 41 years old, | live 11 mles due
south of the plant. | actually have, | have a

teenager, a 16 year old daughter, and a 13 year old
boy. Those are not fun years, if anyone has ever been
t here before.

But |'ve got a famly, |1’ve got friends.
| have been t he PTA president for my school district,
|’ ve been a Boy Scout |eader, |’ve been a coach. A
|l ot of nenbers of our plant branch are vol unteer
firenmen.

W participateinvarious fundraisers. On
Sunday -- there is a young gentleman, this past
sumer, who passed away at the age of 10, and we are
havi ng a fundraiser for the individual, in his nanme,
and we are having a volunteer firenen versus the
G nna, the football coaches, a flag football gane. |
invite you all out to participate, of course thereis
a small contribution requested.

But it is things |ike that, that nmake ne
proud to be part of G nna, and the community. W’ ve
got nothing but full support fromthe nmenbers of the

conmuni ty. W' ve talked in great detail wth
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concerned scientists on the subject, and a very open
m nded, unbi ased logic, train of thought.

And | hope that with the concerns they
bring up today, the society becones nore intelligent
in making decisions that the Nuclear Regulatory
Conmi ssion has to make on the renewal of Gnna's
| i cense.

And, in closing, the Anmerican Nuclear
Society’s G nna Plant Branch is obviously in favor
and ful ly supportive of extending G nna’ s |license for
20 years. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: kay, thank you very
much, Ron. Let’s go to M. Van Schaffel.

MR. VAN SCHAFFEL: My nane is Joel Van
Schaffel, |I represent MIlwights Local 1163. W' ve
had t he opportunity to work very closely wi th RGE at
the G nna station on their turbine decks, as well as
i ntheir mai ntenance shops, over the years, including
the building of the place.

The menmbership in nmy | ocal has been there
fromday one, pretty nmuch. So we have been t hrough al |
the refuels, and it has been a good tinme there. W' ve
seen a |lot of changes with G nna, we’ ve seen the

updat es they’ ve done, they’ ve done a very good job
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protecting the workers there, along wth the
surroundi ng areas.

The people always seem to cone hone in
good shape, they have | earned a |l ot, they’ ve been wel |
educated while they were there. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, thank you very
much, M. Van Schaffel. And let’s go to M. Behan.

MR. BEHAN. Good afternoon, ny conments
will be very brief. My nane is Ron Behan, |I'm
Presi dent of the Rochester Buil ding and Construction
Trades Council .

Rochest er Buil di ng Trades represents over
15,000 working families in the Rochester area. |'m
here today to speak in favor for the renewal of the
operating license for the G nna Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

The reason is very sinple for us, it is
jobs for our nmenbers who live in this conmunity.
Since the plant was built the Rochester Building
Trades have been involved with the building of the
pl ant, and suppl ementing the RG&E personnel when it
cones to maintaining this plant.

During shutdowns at the plant RGE has
al ways made sure that subcontractors have hired | ocal

craftsmen to do their work. This has provided good
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payi ng, safe jobs for the people that live in this
conmuni ty.

| wi sh nore corporate citizens woul d take
the time to do due diligence to nmake sure that their
work goes to the people that work in the community.

| want to end by saying that | have worked

at G nna nucl ear power house, | have worked at | ndian
Point, | have worked i n Seabrook, |1’ve worked in Nine
Mle 2, | have worked in the Fitzpatrick plant in
Gswego.

And | think we all should realize, and
appreci ate what a well-rounded efficient plant that
RG&E has at Gnna. And | can only say that | hope
t hat the NRC goes through with the licensing, it would
mean a lot to this community. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M.
Behan. And next Dr. Loom s.

DR. LOOM S: Thank you for the opportunity
to participate in the first ever public hearing
regardi ng G nna outside of the town of Ontario.

I"’ma fam |y doc, now retired, bought an
ol d cobbl est one house on Lake Road in Ontario. Al npst
i medi ately after we signed, got our nortgage, R&E

bought the property on three sides of us. So | think
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we have the distinction of living the closest, of
anybody, to the G nna pl ant.

W lived there 32 years. And this, by the
way, is a co-generated report, ny wife and nyself.
She was on the town board. | had all sorts of reasons
to be very concerned about safety at this plant.

One had to do with the personal nature,
two | was town health officer and remain the town
health officer for the town of Ontario. And | had
sone real concerns early on

W raised three kids, enjoyed the rural
setting. W found R&E to be a good neighbor. W
now, | tell people we got scared, we noved a ni |l e anway
downwi nd fromthe plant.

One of the concerns we talked about
alternative sources of power. One of our mgjor
concerns, after RGE bought it, was not the nuclear
side of things, but were they going to put gigantic
pi |l es of coal about 600 or 800 feet behind our house.

And then | found out, in sonme of the early
stuff, that it generated nore radiation than did the
plant. So we were supporters at the start. And |
did, for the town, a great deal of work regarding the

safety of all this.
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One of the early concerns was, well, was
t he plant going to bl ow up? That was a real concern.
Secondary i s what happens to the waste products. W
were assured, by the Federal governnent, | don’t
recall it was -- | believe it was the AEC at the tine,
that this material would be trucked away.

And i ndeed, for awhile, | believeit did
go to West Valley, until its closure. W believe the
| i cense shoul d be renewed because t he positive factors
out wei gh the negati ve.

On the plus side we need energy for our
hones, and for our places of enploynment. W do not
want to have brownouts here. G nna provides jobs for
our |ocal residents. RGXE, now Energy East, is a
significant contributor tothe tax base in the town of
Ontari o.

This has enabled Ontario to nmaintain a
reasonabl e tax rate, and we hope this conti nues. R&E
has been a good nei ghbor. They have been sensitiveto
the inmmedi ate neighborhood by keeping the rural
setting of orchards and acres of green space.

Bei ng an inmedi ate nei ghbor, they were
responsive to our questions and concerns. And we
found themal ways to be very up front. M major beef

was what | call [Iight pollution. And on cl oudy
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nights, particularly in the winter, the snow is
orange, but it hardly has to do with the safety.

At a professional level | participatedin
t he devel opnment of emer gency pl anning, participatedin
drills, and had the opportunity to observe, first-
hand, the managenent team sone of whom are here
today, and their attentiveness to safety and health
physi cs departments, and to their consultants.

Ener gy East nust be observed by regul atory
agencies to see that the advice of these valuable
enpl oyees conti nues to be carefully consi dered. Both
to their benefit, and to the town of Ontario, Bear
Creek Harbor was i nproved to provi de public access to
Lake Ontario, and to the fishernmen who, in the past,
|l oved to fish the warmwaters off G nna.

We have three concerns on the negative
side. Wien G nna started this operation, in 1970, the
spent nucl ear waste was trucked out of this area to
West Valley. This was changed several years ago and
the waste is now stored on-site.

W bel i eve that the | ocal citizens shoul d
know when this spent fuel will be renoved fromthe
present site. The answer to this issue should be part

of the permtting process.
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The Feder al gover nnment has t he
responsibility for this, and has commtted billi ons of
dollars to the proper storage of spent nuclear fuel.
When will this happen?

In the past there has been a problemin
establishing an assessed value of Gnna for |[ocal
property tax purposes. Although this is a local and
state i ssue, the rel ati onshi p bet ween Energy East and
the town of Ontario is a key factor in establishing a
fair assessed val ue.

Al t hough the ultimte assessed val ue of
the property lieswith the | ocal assessor, it i s hoped
that the good relationship with the town established
by R&E wi |l conti nue.

Ener gy East, al beit anewarrival, has yet
to establish its credentials as a good nei ghbor, with
commitnent to the health and wel fare of Ontario, and
t he surroundi ng area.

In closing, we ask two questions. Wy
wasn’t there much notice of this |ocal neeting here
today? And | would -- well, why was the hearing not
held in the town of Ontario? W have facilities that
range between 100 people and 1,400 if they are

necessary.
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And | asked the question earlier, were we
goi ng to have additional neetings. | would hope that
if you do, that you do it in the town of Ontario,
where | ocal residents can participate easily. Thank
you very mnuch

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank vyou, Dr.
Looms. And your last two comments on notice and
| ocation of the meeting will -- we are going to take
that into serious consideration.

And it just rem nds nme that we do have
sonmething called a -- it is called a feedback form
but it is an evaluation formof NRC neetings. And if
you could just take a few mnutes to give us your
t houghts, criticism in terns of notice, or whatever,
things that we did well, we would appreciate that.

And | think that is the end of the
speakers for this afternoon’s session. And | would
just like to thank you, fromny perspective, for your
excel | ent questions and your excel |l ent conments. And
| guess | would just ask John Tappert, even though we
have seni or managenent here with us, this is usually
hi s show.

Do you have anyt hi ng, John, that you want

to close out the neeting?
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MR. TAPPERT: No, just to echo Chip’s

t houghts. W appreci ate peopl e taking tinme out today

to cone out here and participate in the process. It

is an inmportant part of our scoping review, and we
appreciate your ti me

And the Staff will be staying after the neeting

if you want to talk to anyone on a one on one basis.

(Whereupon, at 4:00 p.m the above-

entitled matter was concl uded.)
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