
Do cument One ~~ 

(NOONA~ ) WEDNESDAY. JUNE 6. 1 98~ 

POI~TE DU HOC 

WE ARE HE RE TOMARK THAT DAY IN HISTORY 
WH EN THE ALLIED ARM IES JOINED IN BATTLE TO 
RE CLAIM THI S CONII NENT TO LIBERTY , FOR 
q LONGYEARS. MUCH OF EUROPE HAD BEENUNDER 
ATERR IBLE SHADO ~ , FREE NATI ONS HAD FALLEN. 
J8IS CRIED OUT I ~ THE CAMPS , MllllOHS CRIED 
OUT FOR LIBERATION, EUROPE WAS ENSLAVED. 
ANDTHE WORLDPRAYED FOR ITS RESCUE , HERE. 
INNO~~D Y. THE RESCUE BEGAN , HERE THE 
ALL IES STOOD. ANDFOUGHT AGAINST TYRA~NY IN 
AGIA NT UNDERTAKI NG U ~PARALLELED IN HUMAN 
HISTORY , 

WE STAND ONALO NELY . WI NDSWEPT POINT 
O~ THE N O RT HE~ SHORE OF FRANCE , THE AIR IS 
SOFT. BUT . qOYEARS AGO AT THIS MOMENT. THE 
AIR WAS DE NSE WITHsr~KE AND THE CRIES OF 
MEh; THE AI R ~ AS FILLED ~ I TH THE CRACK OF 
RIFLE FIRE AND THE ROAR OF CANNON , 
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AT DAWNON THE MOR NI NG OF THE 6TH OF JUNE, 
1944. 225 AMERICA N RA NGERS JU MPED OFF THE 

BRITISH LA ND1 NG CRAFT AND RANTO THE BOTTOM 
OF THESE CLIFFS. THE IR MISSIONWAS ONE OF 
THE MOST DIFF ICULT AND DARI NG OF THE 
I NVASIO ~: TO CLIMB THESE SHEER AND DESOLATE 
CLIFFS AND TA KE OUT THE ENEMY GU NS. 
THE ALLIES HAD BEENTOLD THAT SO ME OF THE 
~IIGHTIEST OF THOSE GUNS WERE HERE. AND THEY 

WOULD BE TRAINED ON THE BEACHES TO STOP THE 
ALLIED ADVA NCE , 

THE RA NGERS LOO KED UP AND SAW THE ENEMY 
SOLDIERS AT THE EDGE OF THE CLIFFS SHOOTI NG 
DOWNAT THEMWITHMACHINE GU NS AND THROWING 
GRE NADES , AND THE AMERICAN RANGERS BEGANTO 

CLIMB , THEY SHOT ROPE LADDERS OVER THE FACE 

OF THESE CLIFFS AND BEGA ~ TO PULL THEMSELVES 
UP. WHEN ONE RA NGER FELL. ANOTHER WOULD 
TA KE HIS PLACE ; WHENONE ROPE WAS CUT, A 

RANGER WOULD GRAB ANOTHER AND BEGI~ HIS 
CLIMB AGAI N, 
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THEY CL 1MBED, SHOT BACK, AND HELD THEIR 
FOOTING; SOON , ONE By ONE, THE RANGERS 
PULLED TH EMSELVES OVERTHE TO P -- AND IN 
SE IZINGTHE FIRM LAND AT THE TOP OF THESE 
CL IFFS THEy BEGA NTO SEI ZE BACK THE 
CONTINENT OF EUROPE. 

225 CAME HERE. AFTERTWO DAYS OF 
FIGHT ING, ONLy 90 COULDST1LL BEAR ARMS. 

BEHINDME lS AMEMOR IAL THAT SyMBOL IZES 
THE RA NGER DAGGERS TH AT WERE THRUST lNTOTHE 
TOP OF THESE CLIFFS , AND BEFORE ME ARE THE 
MEN WHOPUT THEM THERE, 

THESE ARE THE BOYS OF POI NTE DU HOC, 
TH ESE ARE THE MEN WHOTOOK THE CLIFFS , 
THESE ARE THE CHAMPIO NS WHOHELPED FREE A 
CO NT INENT ; THESE ARE THE HEROES WHO HELPED 
END AWAR. 
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G[NTL£ ~EN . I LOOK ~T YOU AND I THI ~K OF 

THE WORDS OF S TEPHE ~ SPENDER's POE~ . YOU 
ARE MEN WHO IN YOUR -LI VES FOUGHT FOR 
l IFE .. .ANDLEFT THE VIV ID AIR SIGNED ~ I TH 

YOUR HOhQR ,­

I THI NK I KNO~ WH~ T YOU MAY BE THI NKI NG 
RIGHT NOW: ·WE WERE JUST PART OF A BIGGER 

EFFORT ; EVERYO NE WAS BRAVE THAT DAY ,­
EVERYO NE ~ A S. DO YOU REMEr~ER THE 

STORY Of Bill MILLI N OF THE 51ST 

HIGHLANDERS? FORTY YEARS AGO TODAY, BRITISH 

TROOPS WERE PI NNED DOWN NEAR ABRIDGE. 
~A J T ING DESPERATELY fOR HELP . SUDDENLY. 
THEY HEA RD THE SOUND OF BAGPIPES. AND SOME 
THOUGHT IT RAS A DREAM. IT WASN'T, THEY 
LOOKED UP AND SA ~ BILL MILL INWITH HIS 
BAGPIPES, l EADl hG THE REINFORCEMENTS . AND 

IG NORI NG THE S~~C K OF THE BULLETS INTO THE 
GROUND AROU ND HIM. 
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LORD LOVAl ~A S WITH HI M-- LORD LOVAl OF 

SCOTL AND . WHO CALMLYANNOU NCED WHEN HE GOT 

TOTHE BRIDGE: SORRY I' MAFEWMINUTES 
LATE, AS IF HE'D BEENDEL AYED BYA TRAF FIC 
JAM-- WHEN INTRUTH HE' D JUST COME FROMTHE 
BLOODY FIGHTINGONSWORD BEACH, WHICH HE AND 

HIS MEN HAD JUST TA KEN. 
THERE WAS THE IMPOSSIBLE VALOROF THE 

POLES , WHOTHREWTHEMSELVES BETWEENTHE 
ENEMY ANDTHE REST OF EUROPE AS THE INVASI ON 
TOO KHOLD. AND THE UNSU RPASSED COURAGE OF 

THE CANADIA NS. WHOHAD ALREADYSEENTHE 
HOR RORS OF WAR ONTH IS COAST . THEY KNEW 

WHAT AWAITED THEMHERE . BUT THEYWOULDNOT 
BE DETERRED ; ONCE THEYHIT JU NO BEACH. THEY 
NEVER LOOKEDBACK , 
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ALL OF THESE MEN WERE PART OF ~ 

ROL LCAll OF HO~OR. WIT H ~AME S THAT SPOKE OF 

k PRIDE AS BRIGHT AS THE COLORS THEY BORE: 
THE ROYAL ~I NN I PEG RIFLES . POLAND's 24TH 

LANCERS. THE ROYA L SCOTS FUSllIERS. 

THE SCREAMI NG EAGLES. THE YE O~£N OF 
ENGLAND's ARMOURED DIVI SI ONS. THE FORCES OF 

FREE FRA~ CE. THE COAST GUA RD's -MAT CH BOX 

FLEET- . .. AND YOU. THE ~RI CAN RANGERS . 

FORTY SU~XE RS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE 
BATTLE YOUfOUGHT HERE. YOUWERE YOUNGTHE 
DAY YOUTOOK THESE CLIFFS -- SOME Of YOU 

WERE HARDLY MORE THAN BOYS. WITH THE DEEPEST 
JOYS OF LIFE BEFORE YOU . YET YOURISKED 
EVERYTH ING HERE . WHY ? WHY DI DYOU DO IT? 

WHAT IMPELLED YOU TO PUT ASIDE THE INSTINCT 
FOR SELF-PRESERVATI ON AND RISK YOUR LIVES TO 
TAKE THESE CLIFFS? WHAT INSPIRED All THE 

~~ N OF THE ARrdES THAT MET HERE? 
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WE LOOK AT YOU. AND S O~EH OW WE K N O~ THE 
kNS~ER. 

IT WAS FAITHANDBELIEF ; IT WAS LOYALTY 
A~ D LOVE. 

THE ~E ~ OF NORr.ANDY HAD FAITH THAT WHAT 
THEY WERE DO ING WAS RIGHT. FAITH THAT THEY 
FOUGHT FOR All HU~ANITY. FAITH THAT h JUST 
GODWOULD GRANT THEM MERCYONTHI S 

BEACHHEAD -- OR O~ THE NEXT. IT WAS THE 

DEEP KN OW LEDGE - - AND PRAYGOD WE HAVE NOT 

LOST IT - - THAT THERE IS APROFOUND. MORAL 
DIFFERE NCE BETWEEN THE USE OF FORCE FOR 
LIBERATI ON AND THE USE OF FORCE FOR 
CONQUEST. THEY WERE HERE TO LIBERATE. 
NOT TOCONQUER. ANDSOTHEY DI D NOT DOUBT 
THEIR CAUSE. AND THEY WE RE RIGHT NOT TO 
DOUBT. 
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THEY K NE~ SOME THI NGS ARE WORTH DYl hG 

FOR : ONE's COUhTRY IS WORTH DY ING FOR: A~ D 

DEMOCRACY IS ~ORT H DYI NG FOR. BEC AUSE IT IS 
THE MOST DEEPLY HONORABLE FORr. OF GOVER NMENT 

EVE~ DEV ISED BY ~~ N. THEYLOVED LI BERTY : 
THEY WERE ~llLI N G TOFIGHT TYRANNY : 
THEY KNEW THE PEOPLE OF THEIR COUNTRIES WERE 
BEH IND THEh. 

THE AMER ICANS WHO FOUGHT HERE THAT 
MORNING KN EW WORD OF THE INVASION WAS 

SPREAD ING THROUGH THE DARKNESS BACK HOME , 
THEYFELT INTHEIRHEARTS, THOUGHTHEY COU LD 
NOT KNOW INFACT . THAT IN GEORG IA THEYWERE 
FILLING THE CHURCHES AT ~ A,M. • IN KANSAS 

TH EYWERE KN EELINGONTHEIR PORCHES AND 
PRAYI NG . AND INPHILADELPHIA THEY WERE 
RI NGlhG THE LIBERTY BEll. 
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SOMETH ING ELSE HE LPED THE MEN OF D-DAY : 

TH E1 R ROC KH ARD BELI EF THAT P ROVJ DE~ CE WOULD 
HAVE AGREAT HAND IN THE EVENTS THAT WOULD 
UNFOLD HEREI TH AT GODwAS ANAl l Y IN TH IS 
GREAT CAUSE. AND. SO. THE NI GHT BEFORE THE 
INVASI ON. WHEN COLONEL wOLvERTON ASKED HI S 
PARACHUTE TROOPS TOKNEEL WITH HIM IN PRAYER 
HE TOLDTH ~: DO NOT BO ~ YOUR HEADS BUT 
LOOK UP SO YOU CAN SEE GOD AND ASK HIS 

BLESS ING INWHAT WE ARE ABOUT TO DO . 

ALSOTHAT NIGHT. GENERAL ~TTHEW RID GWAY LAY 
Oh HIS COT . LISTENI NG Ih THE DARK NESS FOR 
THE PROMISE GOD ~~DE TO JOSH UA : -I WIll NOT 
FAil THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE, ­

TH ESE ARE THE THI NGS THAT Ir.PELlED 
TH~: THESE ARE THE THI NGS THAT SHAPEDTHE 
UNI TY OF THE ALL IES. 

WHEN THE WAR WAS OVER. THERE WERE LIVES 

TOBE REBUILT AND GOVERNMENTS TOBE RET URNED 
TO THE PEOP LE . THERE WERE NATIONS TO BE 
REBORh. 
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AB OVE ALL, THERE WAS A NEW PEACE TO BE 
ASSURED . THESE WERE HUGE AND DAU NTI NG 
TASKS. BUT THE ALLIES SUMMONEDSTRENGTH 

FROMTHE FAI TH . BEL IEF. LOYA LTY AND LOVE OF 
THOSE WHO FELL HERE . THEY REBUILT ANEW 

EUROPE TOGETHER. 

THERE WAS FIRST A GREAT R ECO NCILIATIO ~ 

AMO NG THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ,ENEMIES. ALL OF 

W HO~ HAD SUFFERED SO GREATLY . THE UNITED 
STATES DID ITS PART. CREAT1NG THE MARSHALL 

PL ANTO HELP REBUILD OUR ALLIES AND OUR 
FORMER ENEMIES , THE MARSHALL PLAN LED TO 

THE ATL ANTI C ALLIA NCE -- AGREAT ALLIAN CE 
TH AT SER VES TO TH 1S DAY AS OUR SHIELD FOR 

FREEDOM. FOR PROSPERI TY, AND FOR PEACE. 

INSPITE OF OUR GREAT EFFORTS AND 
SUCCESSES. NOT ALL THAT FOLLO WED THE END OF 
TH E WA R WA S HAPPY , OR PLANNED, SOME 

LI BERATED COUNTRIES WERE LOST, 



- 11 ­

THE GRE ~T SADNESS OF TH IS lOSS ECHOES DOwN 

TO OUR QWh T l~E INTHE STREETS OF WARSAW. 

PRAGUE. ANDEAST BERLIN . THE SOV IET TROOPS 
THAT (Af£ TO THE CENTER OF THIS (QhTI NE NT 

DID NOT LEAVE WHEN PEACE CA ME . THEY ARE 
ST ILL THERE , UNINV ITED . UNWANTED . 
UNYIELDING , ALMOST ~O YEARS AFTER THE WAR. 

BECAUSE OF THIS , ALLIED FORCES STILL 
ST AND ONTHIS CONTI NENT. TODAY , AS 40 YEARS 

AGO. OUR ARM IES ARE HERE FOR ONLY ONE 

PURPOSE -- TO PROTECT AND DEFE ND DEMOCRACY. 
THE ONLY TERRITORIES WE HOLD ARE MEMORIALS 
LIKE TH IS OhE AND THE GRAV£YAkDS WHERE OUR 

HEROES REST. 
WE IN AMER ICAHAVE LEARNEDBITTER
 

LESSONS FROM TWO WORLD WARS; IT IS BETTER 

TOBE HERE. READY TO PROTECT THE PEACE. THAN
 
TO TAKE BLI ND SHELTER ACROSS THE SEA, 
RUSH ING TO RESPOND ONLY AFTE R F REEDO ~ IS 

LOST. 
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WE HAVE LEARNED THAT ISOLATIONISM NEVER WAS 
AND NEVERWILL BE ANACCEPTABLE RESPONSE TO 
TYRANN ICAL GOVERNMENTS WITH EXPANSIONIST 
INTENT, 

BUT WE TRY AL WAYS TO BE PREPARED FOR 
PEACE) PREPARED TO DETER AGGRESSION; 

PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE THE REDUCTION OF ARMS; 
AND, YES, PREPARED TO REACH OUT AGAI N IN THE 

SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION, 
INTRUTH, THERE IS NO RECONCILIATION WE 

WOULDWELCOME MORE THA N A RECONCILIATION 
WITHTHE SOVIET UNION. SO, TOGETHER, WE CAN 

LESSENTHE RISKS OF WAR, NOW AND FOREVER . 
IT IS FITTING TO REMEMBER HERE THE 

GREAT LOSSES ALSO SUFF ERED BY THE RUSSIAN 
PEOPLE DURI NG WORLD WAR II: 20 MILL ION 

PERISHED, ATERRIBLE PRICE THAT TESTIFIES TO 
ALL THE WORLDTHE NECESSITYOF AVOIDI NG WAR. 
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I TELL YOUFROM MY HE ART THAT WE IN THE 
UNITED ST ATES DO NOT WANT WA R, WE WANT TO 

WIPE FROMTHE FA CE OF THE EARTHTHE TERRIBLE 
WEAPON S MAN NOW HAS INHIS HA NDS . I TELL 

YOU WE ARE RE AD~ TO SEIZE THAT BEACHHEAD -­
BUT THERE MUST BE SOME SIG NFROMTHE SOVIET 

UNIONTH AT TH EY ARE WILLINGTO MOVE FORWARD, 

THAT THE ~ SHARE OUR DESIRE AND LOVE FOR 
PEACE, THAT THEY WILL GIVE UP THE WAYS OF 
CONQUEST . THERE MUST BE ACHA NG ING THERE 

THAT WILL ALLOWUS TO TURN OUR HOPE INTO 

ACTI ON. 

WE WILL PRAY FOREVER THAT SOME DAY THAT 
CH ANGI NG WILL COME. BUT FOR NOW , 
PARTiCULARLY TODAY , IT IS GOOD AND FITTING 

TO RENEWOUR COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER, 
TO OUR F REEDO~ , AND TO THE ALLIANCE THAT 
PROTECTS IT. 

WE ARE BOUND TODAY BYWHAT BOUND US 
~O YEARS AGO, THE SAME LOYALTIES, 
TRADITIO NS , AND BELIEFS , 
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AND WE ARE BOU ND BY REALITY : THE STRE NGTH 

OF AMERICA' s ALLIES lS vlTAl TO THE UNITED 

STATES . AND THE AMER ICAN SECUR ITY GUARA NTEE 
IS ESSENTIAL TO THE CONTI NUED FREEDOM OF 
EUROPE's DEMOCRACIES, WE WERE wiTHYOU 
THEN; WE ARE WITHYOU NOW. YOUR HOPES ARE 

OUR HOPES. ANDYOUR DESTI NY IS OUR DESTI NY , 

HERE, INTHIS PLACE WHERE THE WE ST HELD 
TOGETHER, LET US MAKE A VOWTO OUR DEAD. 

LET US SHOWTH EMBY OUR ACTIO NS THAT WE 
UNDERSTA ND WHAT THEYDIED FOR; LET OUR 

ACTIO NS SAY TO THEMTHE WORDS FOR WHICH 
MATTHEw R1DGWAY LISTENED : "I WILL NOT FAI L 

THEE NORFORSAKE THEE ," 

STRENGT HE NED BYTHEIR COURAGE . 
HEARTE NED BY THEIR VALOR, AND BOR NE BYTHEIR 
MEMORY, LET US CONTI NUE TO STA ND FORTHE 
IDEALS FOR WH1CH THEY LIVED AND DIED , 

THANK YOU ALL VERY ~ U CH. 

# # # 
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TH" ~IHIT[ HOUSI': 

Of f i ce of t~~ Pre s s Se~retarv 
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kntAr.i:S OF 'l'1~ ~RE5I Dt:WT 

TO ASSDUlLl':D VF:T1':F..AtlS AT POtlttr DtJ IlOC 

Cr l cquevillc . Pran~ e 

1 : 20 P ."-. (Ll 

THE PkCSIDtNT: we ' r E he r e to m~rt t hat Gay in h istory 
when t he Allied araies ,oi ned in bat t le t o r ecl a i m t hi s continent 
t o lite r t y . Fo r f o ur long yea r s. much of Eur~ ~d hoen unde r a 
te r r i b l e s had"", . Fr oe na t ions had f a l l e n . J ..... c ried out i n t he 
c amp s , ~i lIions cr i ed out f or l ibera t i on ~ Eu rope was ensl~ved a n d 
the wor ld p r ayed for i ts r e . CUe . ne re . l.n ~Io =ndy , t he reacue 
beqan. Here , t he AlUe. BtoOO and f ought a'l" in llt t yranny in " 
g ian t Wldertating un po,r a l l e l e c i n hUl:llln h istory. 

lie . tend On a lone l y . wi nd s ....p t point on t he northern 
s ho r e of Fr ance. Th e air i . so f t' but 40 yell r . ago 510 t h i s mome n t, 
t he a ir was dense with amoke a nd t he c r i es o f ~n a nd the a i r 
wa s fi lled with t h e crack of r i f l e fir e and t he rOar of canno n . 
At dawn. o n the morning of t he 6t h of June , 1944 . 22 5 Ra n"" rs 
j umped off the I1rl t ish landin'l cr11ft and r an t o the. bot t o m o f t he s e 
c lif f .. . The i r lII iss i on was One o f t he most d i ffi CUl t and dll.r i n 'j" of 
the Inva s i o n : t o c l i mL t l-e s e s hee r and de solate c Uf fs and t ete out 
the e nemy guns . The Al l i e s h~ e b0en t old t ha t s o me o f t ~ o lIIi0h ti~s t 

o f these g uns w~re he r o ana the y voulc be t r aine d o n t he ~ea ~h~s t o 
a top the lJlied a d vanco . 

Tho Ranger. l oo~.ed up "nd s a" t he. en_y s o l d i e r s . the
 
edge o f t ho c l i f f. ahoot ill9 ~ a t t hem wi t h machine ryuns a nd
 
th rowin ~ grenades . And the Americdn Ranger s be" an t o climb. They
 
shot r o?" l adders ove r the face o f t hes e c li f f. and beg~n to pu ll
 
them5elve s up_ :~ en ona Ra nge r fell. ~~othe r wou ld tt ~e h i . p lace.
 
tfhen one r o p'" was cut . .. Ranger would 9 r~b another line. heo' '''~ hi s
 
c l i mb a gain. They c l i ebed . s hot ba ~k and he l d t he ir f ootinl. Soon,
 
o ne by o ne . the Ran<Jen pulled t hemselve s over t he t op and n
 
seiz ing t he f i rm land a t t he t o p o f the s e c l i ffe. the y bega n t o
 
se i z e bad, t he Co n t inen t o f ~urope .
 

':"WO hundr ed a nd t '.,..n t y - five c.- he re. ".ft e r t wo da ys 
o f fi<.= htin" . o nly '0 eeuia s ti ll tear anna . 

Behi~d ~ is a ~mo r i~l t ha t syabol i~e s tl-~ Ranqe r
 
daqq e rs t h"t _ ro t hru st i nto the t op o f t h"se cl l f~.. ' nd be!'o r e
 
_ a r e t he !!ICn wilo put t hefll t ~ere .
 

Tile sa are the LOys o f Po int'" Cl u tsoc , I}l.Dplau••. ) Tl:" ,. ", 
a r e t l, e men ,",ho t ook the cli f ts. Th e " " a r", the chai'lpions wN> helped 
f ree a c o ntinent. Thu S" .Il. ra t he he r o " s who helped e nd l'l ve r , 

nORE 
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Gen t l""",n , I l ook at a nd 1 think of the '-'Ords of 
Ste phen Spenaer's ooern. You a r e ,.ho in your "lives fou ght 
for life. . and le ft the v ivi d " igne<l ",i t h you" honor .· 

I think I knrn> wha t you ~y be th i nk i ng r iqht nOW : 
Think ing · ue we r e j ua t par t o f II b i gge r ~f fort ; everyone was 
brave that d a y." well , everyone vas. Do you r e me mber the story 
of Bill ~li llin of the 51st lii",hlanders? For ty y ears ago today. 
Br itish troops "ere pinned down nea r II bridge , wa i ting desr>erate ly 
for he lp. Suddenly, t hey hea r d t he s ound o f ba g p i pes. a~d s o me 
though t they we re dreaming. well , they weren't . They Iocr-ed 
u p a n d ,,/lVI Bill Millin wi t h his bagpipas, l e a d i n g t h e reinforcements 
and i gnoring t he s~ack ~f t he bul lets into the ground around him . 

1.Or<'l Lovat waS with him - - LOI"d LoVlIt of Scotland 
who calmly anno~ced when he got t o t he bri~qe: HSo r r y I'm 
a few mi nut es l ate , " a s if he 'c! bee n de lay ed by a t r aft i c jam. 
wh en i n truth he 'd jus t co me from the bloody fig htIng On Sword 
8each whic h he atd ~n had j us t takdn . 

There . laS the Impossible valor o f the Poles who threw 
t he mselve s between the ene my and the res t at Europe a s the invasion 
took hold. And the ~surpassed courage of the Canadi ans who had 
already s een the horrors o t war On th i s coas t . They knew what 
a wa ite d t hem t he r e. but they woul d not be deterred . And onCe 
they h i t JunO BeaCh. they never l ooked back . 

All of these me n we r e pa r t of a rollc all of honor with 
names that spoke o f a pride as bright a s the color s they hore: 
The Roya l Winnipeg Rifles, POland's 24th Lanc ers , the Roy al Scots 
Fus i liers. t he Screaming Eagles , the Yeomen of England 's ar~red 

divisions , t he f o r ces o f Free France , t he Coast Gu ard 's "Mat c hbox 
Fle et" and you. t he American Rarger• • 

Forty summers have passed s ince the bat tle that you 
f ough t here. You .'ere young the day you took these c liffs: some 
at you were hardly mor e than boys, wi t h tbe deepest joys of l i f e 
before you . Yet , you r isked everything here. Why? Why did you 
do it? Wh"t impelled you t o put a side the instinct for 8e1£­
preser vation a nd risk yo ur lives to take these cliff s? What insnired 
illl the men o f the armies t ha t P1e t here? 
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IOe 1001< at you . and aOlBtlhow _ k n ow t.he anaweI. It 

v• • faitri and belia! l it v •• loyalty and lov~ . 

The _n o f liQ~Y h. d faith Uw.t viae they W<it " e 
do i "", ..... s right . fl, h h th. t the y fough t t o r 411 hua.ani t y. fa i t h 
tha t iI j u s t God woul Q 9 .....t t.I__ r e v o n thi, t..ac hh••d - - o r o n 
the next . It va. the deep k now l edge, and p ray God ~ h a ve not 10a t 
i t . that tII...,_ h ....rofOl,1.nd • .:>.. &1 dif f e r e n.,. bet_n u.. uP of 
force f or l ibera t i on and the u•• o f forc~ for conques t. YOU ~re 

,..1' & to l iber" t a , not t o conq\oler . and 6 0 YO'" and thea. o the r , d i d. 
not douht y our ca use. And you _re r i ght not t o dOubt . 

You an v..v thAt -.a-e thing,; are worth <lyi ng f or. 
onM ' . country i .. worth dy i ng t or i and de.ocracy i. worth dyi ng f OI , 
beeau it '" the llOat doloep l y honorable fora of gover.-nt e ve r 
de vi d by man. ~ll of you loved l iber t y, al l of you wer.. vil1ing 
t o f i ght t yranny : and yOll I:nev the ;>eople o f your cocm r r•• were 
behind you. 

The ~ric&n . who f o ugh t here that morning k new word 
o f the I n va sio n was . p r • • ding through the darkne • • back h~ . Th ey
 
f O" 'l nt -- or hIt in their h • • rt. , t houg h they COl.11dn't know io
 
fac t, tha t in Geor!lia they we r . ti l U n g the church.. . at 4 , 0 0 a.m.,
 
i n Kan.as t he y ....... r e kneeling On their porches and p raying, an.\: in
 
Phi ladelphia they were r inging the Libe r ty Be l l.
 

Somet.hi ng aha he lped the men of D- Oa y ' Their
 
rock hard belie f that Provide ne. wou l d have a \lr e.t hand in the
 
e ven t. that wou l d un t old ha r e : t hat God was a n ally in thi. \lreat
 
c""ee . And , so. t he n i i ht be t ore the Inva sion, "hen Co l one l
 
Wolvert.on asked his peraehuta troops t o knee l with hi.. in prayer
 
he told the~' Do not Low your head. bu t l ook up .. 0 you Ca n ae e God
 
an<J aak His b lessing i n wt\"t _' r .. llbout t o clo. Ala o tha t night.
 
(Oeneral Katt,.... " ll.i.dqway On hia c o t. Ustenin,! in the darkne . a for
 
the pro-o.1s.. Go.] "",da t o Joahua , ~1 ..ill not f a i l tha e nOr t or.ake
 
the e . ~
 

TJuo s e a ra t ne thing. that irapeU a d th_ : t..MoH are
 
the t h i n<}s tl>a t .haped the = i t y of the Allie s ,
 

ifh an tlHl ..a r ..... over, there were liva . to be r ebuil t 
llnd ,!ove r ","",nts t o be r e tllrned t o the peo p l .. . Tt.er. we r e nations 
to be reborn . AbOve all, tMra was. new peace to be a .allred. 
The.e were b u ge and d.unting t a.ks. But the Allia••~ed .tr e ng th 
t rc. t htl f . i t h , belief, loyalty .nd love o f tho.. whO t el l here. 
They r e built a ne" .Europe together. 

,",era .... U rat a 9r"at re"on"iU"tion a"",n9 tho,,",
 
..ho ha~ been e negi e a , allot who. had suf f ered sO qraatly. Tha
 
United St a t e s d id its part. c rest in9 th.. ~r.hall P lan to help
 
rebuild oUr a l lie s "nd our eereer en...1es. Th.. :larshll.ll Plan led
 
to tne At l antic Alli.nce -- a 9reat al lian<::e th.t serve. to this
 
"ay ..s our s h i e h . t or freeucxa. fo r p::-osperity, and tor pea~.
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In spite o f o ur g r ea t efforts ~ nd success..s, not a l l 

t het f ollo we d t h e end of the " <It ws s happy, or planned. SOllie l i be r a t e d 
countries ",ere 10 8 t.. The "r.. .. t . ....dn.. ss of thh loss echoes down to 
o ur own time in the s ~ r e e ts of ~arsaw , Prague, a nd East ~erlin . 

Soviet t roops that Call1.. to <;11 .. " .. n t er of this conti nent d id not l e a ve 
when peace c"me. They' t .. still t here. u" illvi t.ed. unwa n t e d , un yielding. 
al~st 40 years a f t e r the wsr. 

Bec ause of this, a llied f or ce s s t i l l stand on this 
co ntine nt. Today , a e 40 years ago, Our armies s r e he re for only One 
purpos" __ to protect /lnd defe nd democracy . Th" o nly te r r ito rie .. we 
hold are memorials like th~ a one and oraveyerds where our heroes rest. 

We in America h eve learned bitter l essons frolll t wo 
world "at ": It is "",tter to be here ready to prot..ot t he peace, than 
to take blind she lte r ac ros a the sea, rush i ng to respond only after 
f r ....dom is lost. lle'v.. learn..d th at isolationism never was and nevs r 
~il l be an a cce pt abl e respons" to t yrann ical governments with an 
exp a ns ionist intent. 

But we try always to be prepared for peace: prepared t o 
ds t er a99r"8s ion ; prapar"d to n"gotiat" the reduction of am.s, a nd , 
yes, prepared to r each out again the s p i r it of reco nciliation . 
I n t ruth, there is no reconci liat ion we would welcome mor e than a 
reconci liation with th" Soviet union, so, together, we Oan lea.en the 
ri . );.. of war, now and forever. 

I t's f i t tin9 to remember he r e t h.. great lo.se.. also 
8u f f .. r ..d by the nuss ian peopl e during Horld War II, 20 mil lion 
perished, a t errible price t hat teatif ies t o all t he wor l d t he 
neces s ity of en ding war. I tell you f rolll Ill' hear t that we, in the Uni te' 
Stat.... do not want war. \lie want to wipe fran the face of the earth 
tne t e rribl .. w..apons that man now ha . in hie hands . And I tell you, 
we a r e ready to se i~.. t hat be achhead - - we look for some s i gn from the 
soviet Union t hat t hey are WIl ling to move f o rwa r d , t hat they share 
Our desire and love fo~ pesce , and that they ~111 g ive op t he ~a y s of 
=nquest. There ",ust be 8 chang;n<J ther .. tha t will allow us to t urn 
our hope into action. 

We will pray forever t hat some dey t hat Changing will 
cume . But tor now, particularly t oday , it ia good and f it t ing to 
r e ne w our commitment t o each oth"r, to Our r ~ee dom , end to the alliance 
that pro t ects it. 

He a ~e bo und today by wha t bo und us ~O ye ars ago, t he 
sam~ loyalti es, t.raditiona, a nd beliefs. We 're bo und by r e all ty . Th.. 
~trength o f America 'S allies is vital t.O the Uni ted States, and th.. 
American security guarantee i a esa ential to the continued f r ....dom of 
E ~rope'a democracies. We were with you then: we are with you now. 
YOur hopes ..~e our ho pes, a nd yo ur dest iny is our destiny. 

Iiere, in thi s place wtlere the West held to<Jet her, l et
 
us make a vow to our dead. Let us sh ow them by our actions tha t we
 
understand what they die d fo r ; l e t OOr a ct i ons aay to t hem th" words
 
for whiCh ~'atthew Ri dgw ay lis t e ned, "r w1l1 not fa il them nOr
 
fo r sake t hee . "
 

Strengthe""d by t tle i r =u" "ge, he artened by the,r valor,

and born.. by their memory , let us cont inue to sta nd for the ideals
 
for wtl ich t hey l i ved and died . 

Tha nk you very much and God bless yo u all. (Appl a us e. I 

1:35 P.M. (L) 
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We a r e here t o mark that day i n hi s tory whe n the ~lli ed 

armies joined i n batt l e to reclaim this cont inent t o l i be r ty . 

Fo r 4 l o ng y ears, much o f Europe had been unde r a t erri ble 

s h ado~ . Free nations had f a llen , J ew s cried o u t i n the camps, 

mi llion s cried out f or l i berat i on from the conque rors . europe 
• 

wa s e nslave d , a nd t he wor l d wa i ted f or i t s r e s cu e. Here t he 

r e s cue began . He r e 4;'1~ ~u~ltet!~~~"1rd9l~ ':~ahshl!~~~( ~R 
sl-,orc e* ~ro"'c.l' .
 
a g i ant O:l ,,,,lBl,,t a l,i ng unpa ra lle led ill IIwite d hiM'S.)' .
 

F'l l:le ,, ' l ie ; effe!"~ "ae t l:l9 1'9 6111+ o f 9Rorm O ll coo~ eII!~ioFl I 

eno r mous CQQn~ jna ti Qn	 IoRII SlRPFI'f\81.U eUO:llage , The ",e ~ of th is 

..IR" a e i o lt fought Oil t h e lall(1:, Oil t he sea, all(1: i n t h e aiz . And 

~ l:l8' foagh t 0 " t hese c lifb. 

As we s tand he r e t oday , t he air i s s oft and f u l l o f 

sun light , and if we p au s e a nd l i sten we will hea r the snap o f t he 

fl a g _ and t he c l i ck of cameras and t he gentle murmur o f people 

come t o vis it a p l a ce of g reat sancti t y a nd meaning. 

Bu t 40 y e a r s ago today -- 40 year s ago as I speak -- the ai r 

was dense wi th smoke and the cries o f me n , t he air wa s fill ed 

with the crack of r i f l e fire and t he boom of cannons. Befor e 

dawn on the morning of the 6th of June , 19 44, 200 American 

Range rs jumpe d o f f British landing craft 

d r an t o t he bot t om o f t he se c l i f f s . Their mission ~ 

~wa s one of t he most d1fficu1 t and dari ng of t he I nva si on: to 

climb t hese sheer and desola te cliffs and t ake out the enemy
 
~J\,(..;) h,tJ k",,£Y'l +tlld ~
 
here were 'Ebncentra ted the mi ghtiest o f thos e gun s,gun r;; . 



which wo u ld be trained on t he beaches to stop the Al l i e d advance . 

Removi ng t he guns wa s pi votal t o the Normandy Invas ion, which 

i t se lf was pivotal to the r e c l aimi n g of Europe , the e nd of the 

"'·a r • .anl1 ERe el'lel of t RB l an g nigl'tt of te tali t a ~i an ~ eR~~est 

The Rang ers looked up and s aw 

the enemy s old i e r s a t t ho edge o f the c lif f s s hoot i ng dow n a t 

t h em a nd t hrowing grenades and filling the a i r with machine gun 

fi re . And the Amer i c a n Rangers began to climb . They shot their 

r o pe ladders into t h e face o f t h es e cliffs and t hey pulled 

themselv es up . And whe n one Ranger would fal l a nother wo u l d take 

his place , a nd wh e n o ne rope wa s c ut and a Ra nge r would hurt l e to 

the bott om, he woul d find another rope and b egin his climb a gain . 

The y c l imbed a nd s hot b ack and held t h ei r foot ing ; a nd in t i me 

the e nemy guns were q uieted , in t i me t he Rangers held the cliffs, 

i n t i me the e nemy pulled b a ck and one by one the Ra ngers pu l led 

t hemse lve s ov e r t h e top -- a nd in se iz i ng the firm land at t he 

t o p of t h e se c l i ffs they s e ~zed ba ck the contine n t of Europe . 

For ty year s a go a s I speak t h ey we r e f ighti ng t o hol d these 

c l iffs . Th ey had radioed back a nd a sked fo r reinforcements a nd 

t hey we re told : The r e aren't any . Bu t t hey did not give u p . It 

was not in them to give up . They wou l d not b e turne d back : they 

a-flcl by etre e lla of t 'ol O aays (;f f~tin 'J only 99 ,,", cP u ld etill beur 
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t:h a t~ dai · 1!
~~ -l l~lfCl..f '1bO~; g';;d L~i~~ , ~L :L k~:~ M :~·o"~'(t~\, ,~ (;'~~e. 

' ) Everyone we s . The he r o i sm of t he 'flte'lT of D-Day
c>.ll,-e..> 

boundless , bu t there wa s anot her quali ty to it, n o t 

but of s p i r i t . 

he"""l o f eael! eo ull Li~:­


--r-~'1' vOltS

De yeu ~8 m 9wkeF a i l l Mi l lin of ScotlandrThe da y of t he 

• 

l J bhe h pC31tl011 (t ilde!' ene my ( j I:e"; 

....... s. ~ A ey '" Ci e crouched agains t	 the co ld g ray ground wa it ing 
cOhe>'\ r 

despera tel y for rei nforcement s) ! udde n l y! t hey heard t he sound 

o f bagpip e s wa f t i ng through the ai r , amorphou s as a dream . Some 

o f the m t hou ght it was. But t he s ound of those bagpipes Came 

close r a nd louder , and t hey l ooke d up to s ea Bi l l Mill in o f t he 

51s t Scot tish Highlanders mar chi ng at tha head of t he 

reinforcements , ignoring t he smack o f the b u l l e ts into t he sand 

around him . Lord Lovat was with h i m - - Lord Lovat of Eng land , 

marchi ng a l o ng with hi s commandos , ~qUa l lY uncon ce rned a t t he 

enemy f i r e . When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat ca lmly 

a nnounc ed , "Sorry I' m a f ew minutes late . " As i f he 'd bee n 

de l a ye d by bad weat her or a traffic J a m. When in truth he ' d been 

delayed by the b loody f i ght i ng on Sword Beach, which he a nd his 

men h ad j u st take n . 

There was t he young Frenchman, Miche l de Vallavialle, who 

had be en confined by the German s i n his home nc a r Ut a h Beach . 

Whe n the Invas ion began he de f ied the e ne my patrols, br oke the 

cur few, and ran f r om h i s hou s e to the b e a c h to t ell the Al lied 
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D'\€"'.~ 
...en e re the Se . ItLa! guns were hi d d er. . i t wastroops -It s Q j Q -fta"'Hl'H'.OO"--';+~=-

h e Aua ltO . e aS01. . 0 LlriIi lt the I fj"aiJ~:r:s wO" ld "I. .... 

S UG ~es sfjl) _ _ b"t lilte s a many F~-e.,,::ru..e l'l Mil hil a '18 " e l " , ami 11 0 

.ili d ; and --l..a~y he wa s shot when a pal aL loo pe ;: mi st o ox 

h im fo r Ope Qf tbp ..nemy , a n" i t took hjm a yea-r--in Al lied 

There wa s t he doggedness of L ieutenan t Colone l B e nja~in 

A....,f"(1<'a!h . 
Vandervoort o f the Al l ~meFtee Screaml ng Eagles, who brOKe his 

l e g when he parachuted o n t o French soi l. So he comma ndeered a 

sma ll farm cart and ordered h i s men to wheel h i m on to the 

batt lefie ld . Where was t HO 'ilta ce of Ge ltelal 'l'heeaere 

Re es e ..ei t :Jr '.' 1:1 " I 'all,es wi t h h is n,e h Oit Or,Lahtl Be ad't, el'te. te e l! 

t h e same ri sk s as ~ hsy Ili s c a l mness dlIdet f ite rallied ehe 

this d ay, his 1L1e ll e:eQ h e e p i tomi zed t he ph l a s e "an btl'1cer an(l a 

~e" t l Eltta ll .'" 

There was t he impossib~e valor of the Poles , who threw 

t he mse l v e s between the e ne my and t he re st of Eu r o p e as t he 

I nvas ion tOQK ho l d . And the unsurpa ssed courage of t he 

Ca n a d i a n s, the on ly t r o o p s who knew exact ly wha t they wou ld face 

~D'IfrVl~
Whe n t h e y hi t t he b e a c he s . e 9~a ~ before , the ir countrymen had 

been s laughtered a t Di e p pe . The y knew what awaited t hem here, 
»rcc. 

but t hey wou ld not b e de terred, and Athey h i t J u no Beach ~ ne he lcr­
't.l.,c. j l1eu€ r 
1t and "'e"le not let go. 

_~----.was t h e ho no r of th ...---Gs-l"l!Itl1"rsol (l1ers . By t he summer 

kept fait h wit h t heir peopl e and tlwy-----*"' l?" the-f aith o f t he ­

CO!!,,"' . Hee!'» fough '• .as g . e at liLell f i ",llt, a.ld, il. the lti i l~ 
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tradi t i~-at h OllOr !! ga llanu" f or i t s e l " al ooe. SOli' .. o f 'E hem­

were h~l" iee. "ith the A~d dc!loe.. 

Al l of these men we re par t of a rollcall of honor, wi t h 

name S t hat speak o f a p r ide as bright as the co l o r s t he y wore : 

the Royal Winni p eg Ri f le s , t he Manit oba Grenadi ers, Poland 's 

24th La ncers, t he Roy al Scot s Fu s i liers, t he Yeome n of Eng l and 's 

armoured di v is ions, the forces o f Free France, t h e Reg imen t ... 
d e Chars de Combat, the 101 s t A irborn~ T~ese n ames are writt e n 

forever on th is sand and on this wind, fo r truly t hes e are men 

",ho "in t heir live s f ough t f or life .. • and l ef t t he v ivi d a ir 

s igned wi th the i r honor ," 

What inspired t he me n of t he armies t hat me t her e ? Wha t 

impe l led them to put a l l thought of s e l f- p r e s e r v a t i o n behi nd, and 

~,\J?5:b1~';J J\i~~it'b~;;'¥SW ~e: ~il:VJ~!~ ~~ a~~(f~,.? 

o t h .. .,;;1' Nl:. a t "7"'S it: I:: he.l:: rnade Lhem eve r e PIR EI fear Ilona Ioee eft,e 

.malhpiGf15 f J j),PI! 3? 

It was fa i th a nd be l i ef; i t ..'a s l oya lty a nd l ove, I t wa s 

fai th t hat what they were doing was ri ght, fa ith that t h ey f ought 

for all humanity , fa i t h t ha t a jus t God wo u ld gr a nt t h em me r c y o n 

t hi s beachhe ad -- o r t h e next. It was the deep know ledge (and 

pray God we have no t l ost it) that t here is a p rofound , mora l 

d ifference b etween t he use o f f orce fo r libe r ati on a nd the use o f 

forc e f o r conquest . They were here t o li bera te, not to conque r, 

and so t hey d i d no t do ubt the i r c aus e , And t hey were ri ght not 

to doubt , 

Th ey knew that some t hings a re wort h dy ing fo r - - t ha t one 's 

country is wo r t h dying f or and t ha t d emoc r a cy i s worth d y i ng fo r , 

because i t i s t he mos t deepl y honor able form of Gove r nment ever 
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d evi s e d by man. They love d libert y and the y were hap py to f ight 

aga i n s t t yranny. And they knew t he p eople o f t he i r countri es 

we r e behind t h em and s upporting them. ~e. """"0:11\ 1"'0 of ~ l !'I-lJa.s. f~ 
~ .:)",,\er ,cC<M Q I-.c +«<19"+ he n? Ji$i7 . ... t · iiI'!i 
31ft" B!' i ~ i5 h soldiers kn ew th i~ ",h ell the y pUshel'l: o f f h OILL 

nigh tc lothe s kRelt al'l6 flI'd)ed O il ~ hei l 1""1"8h,,"', a lld lon 

Pil.i.ladelpM:a they dHI wha t t h eS do to IIlark ti le mos~ memeIltous 

occasions sf our Ilauonal l:de: i he S ra il'!! t he Liber Lj Bel L 

Be l Le tal')'!! ea t a ll /Iono,,.,,., M,niea ;; ft i' t p i ght J-

And there wa s ano t h e r e lement that he l ped t h e me n o f D-Day . 

I t was the rockhard belief t hat providence would have a g r eat 

h and in t he e vents t hat would unfo ld here ; that God wa s an all y 

in t h i s g r eat cause . And , so , the n ight b e f ore t he Inv asi on , 

when Co l one l Wolve rton asked h i s parachut e troops to k ne e l wi th 

h i m in p rayer he told t h em: Do no t bow your he a d s b ut l ook up so 

you can s e e God a nd ask His b l es sing in what we are a bout t o do . 
-\h:d­ n~~ltl-

And in a no t her par t o f E ngla nd ~Ge n eral Mathew Ridgeway t h at "aw e 
-\-n56ed 

ni ~Rt~ o n p i s cot a nd ta l ked to his God a nd l i s tened for the 
\ Prt>"'!ISf' Made! . 1-.::.. 5l"e3 "C~ t o J o s hua ' "I wi ll n o t f a il thee nor f o rsake the e . " 

Thes e ar e the t hings t hat impel l ed t hem; t hese are the 

things that i nfor me d t he u nity o f t he West . And wi t h tha t uni ty 

t he West cou ld not be s topp e d . 
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l~ i t b j n a f e'd "eelts et ~" e Iflva sis....-+he ter e e ~ e t l' r ee Pl'e=e­

/O " silt hit " Pal" i ~, a ild the peot>le o f etrar great c it! Eliea tile 

streets with roar a fter ~8aX e f " "' i , e i ll: FleRss , Vi g il 11l a ivisien 

r. ..Cle rc " Pil.~i B "as f r e e agail'!, !'leNI F r a Il"''' \lOu la tJe hee a!laill, 

Whe n the war was over 5 t ll ilt emer ~l!d hem tM!~ 

'7' 2 re-. faa~h " h e clla l lsfI <; 9 ~:ve~~!:';~ "b:C~~:~~;~i 
!.here were l i v es to be r ebuil t a nd .e-emmJJ l:l l.Cl.ilS t o );, e 
Jp ihl" "]'>e0t1e.. - ~ -+~ \.Oe..--e .J • 
r e9GlR~..e !~. 'Phe .. ;> ','sre !le'''E!'fl:I.mil::~te be leLar Ile<'l 'l e 'lhe-­

!,eople elld nations to be reborn~ove all, there was a ne w 

peac e t o be a s sured . The s e we re huge and daunting tasks. Bu t 

the Alli es ~~"'tg'0t!t sf:~~hNorm andy Il'lv-a-sWR axe',' Re" !'l 'l l"e ll;!'l h 

f r o m the f a i th and be l ief a nd loyalty and love of thos e who fe l l 

he r e . And they r ebuilt a new Eu r ope t o ge t her. 
~e(.t 
'I' he~r f.i.-at a eeoRtl' l i !'lhM! l'l t was a g r e at reconci li a ti on, no t 

on l y o f t hose who fough t o n opposite s i des i n the wa r 

of tho s e n ati o n s which had been torn for cen t uries by ri val r ie s 
-,f,; /i!? + _', f i e ~ 

o f t errito r y and re ligion a nd power . Fi na l ly, wi t h the end of
 

World War II, the r i va l ri e s wh ich had bedevi led We s tern Europe
 

f or centuries were int e r r e d .
 

Af t e r t hat sr~ .t a n~igtori c a c c omp li s hment , th~ Al li ~s 

_",ethe r r e bai lt the rabble of Eayc>pe, This Qf f crt req>.>i;uod-t.he 

TDl' a si sii ~eerl> ireQ. Inspired by the virtue s of the men Who fo ught 

t he wa r, the United St at e s cre a ted t he Marsh a l l Pla n - - by wh i c h 

we helped r ebu ild our a l lie s a nd o u r f ormer ene mi e s. The 

Marsha l l Pl a n led t o t he At lantic Alli ance -- a great a l l iance 

t h at fu nction s as a shi el d f or d e mo c r a cy a nd fo r prosp er ity~ ~ 
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sre at a l lian c e t hat aell1'l0"1 E<dgOi Ii tll. .t :O: ' l ;F.Q.... '1i :1 .. "t it1j1 is 

~ "dtte l j ca 's s est'i !.}' . 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, no t 

all of what fol lowed the end o f t he war was happy , or planned • 

..:l: i> e d Bs t ,,-'H'HB.n s f t h e wa r l e t t Eur ope weal' BfloE! i fl t AO f .. ., .. sf 

So" i G t CQ IlllI'\lFl i yO" Some o f the countries t hat h..d been l i b e r a ted 

we r e lost. The great s a dne s s o f that fact echoes down to our own 

time ~d ca n be Mel< in the streets o f Poland and Czechos l ovakia 

and Hungary . _Jhs~l·~i~,. et~~rto:+i~'P-a Zfl"£ ~ 'b~il'~~4ehai'ld-----

\'0 re et E r ed that t h s 8 e v i e t L~oo", s Lh a L occt>pi ed t hB e el'ltel" sf 
t;;)1-..EY\ -.pd:<.<:.i' 1"l\.P""e • 
7fto~ thi s continent woul~ilVe Il'e en" ~ t he ~a ~ Lha t i 

",a Il ed the m lie.a/ They are there to t h i s day, un i nv i t e d, 

unwanted, but still unyie lding a lmost 40 years after t he wa r 

e nded . 

Because of t h i s, Al l ied f orces still stand o n thi s 

c ont inent. Bu t our armies a r e here only to protect and defend 

d emocracy -- a nd neVer to take land that i s no t ours . Th e on ly 

land we ho l d is the graveyards -iih e t i>~ where our h e r oe s rest . 

We in Amer ica have l e a r ne d t he bitte r lessons of two world 

wars : t hat it i s be t ter to be he r e and ready to p re s erve and 

pro t e c t the peace , than to t a ke bli nd she l t e r ln our homes across 

the sea, rushing only to res",ond af t er freedom i s t hreatened . We 

have l e a r ne d , in s p i t e of our long and e nduring de s ire fo r pe a c e, 

t h a t iso lationism nev er was a nd never can b e an acceptable 

response t o t y r a nn i ca l governmen ts with expansioni st i ntent . l ie 

-ha ve l ...-..rne d t h a t iso le: tio,tiSiii dISCS ReL aver t. '".r 
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~t,;ei~ r1iti~.1~ fteeJ;r-e fYt~",£~fd ~;'\~~;DJ:~~ ~ ; j D g
 
.i1h~o.ra:. ~u~~~~ ~a f~~~ g~~~~~:PRy"'?D\~-rn ,(~eUlc~il.o'l~Htat_
 
hc>-ve -\-r'Ie4 -\-0 ne5uj-,"':\-r -\he c "",,4 ...-o l of Qf"t"\s . 
t J'~ an D" "'as f orever ile f e3 tQ Q 01'1 t hese 6iHlr,,~ . Ill.lt h ;i~tory di d 

s a y th at thIL.lie.st is th~"re at d ps .t at>H-i ti-rrg-fol c e ili t he wOl l d 

-.tha t AllIc-r ic a i $ tha- W<l.=nger " nfr---.Ame r ! e a i s the pTob-l-em _ 

• 

. prepared for-PP"'-ee--;­

I n truth there is no recon c iliation we woul d welcome more 

t han a r e conci liat ion with t he Soviet Union, so that togethe r we 

can les se n t he chance of conflict , now and fo reve r . 

I tell you from my heart that we i n the United States do not 

wan t wa r . We want t o wipe from the face o f t he Earth the 

terrible we a p o n s man now has in his hands . I tel l you we are 

r e ady to s e iz e that beachhead -- but t here mu s t be some sign from 

t h e Soviet Union that t h ey are wi l l i ng to move fO~'ard , t ha t t he y 

share our desire and love f o r peace , t hat they wil l give up the 

way s of conqu est . There mus t be a changing t he r e that will a llow 

us to turn our hope into act ion. 

We wi ll p ray on forever t hat some d ay that changing wil l 

come . But f o r nOW -- and particu larly t o day -- it is good and 

f i t t i ng fo r u s to r e new our commi tmen t t o eac h other, to our 

fr eedom, a nd to t he a l l i a n c e that pr otect s i t . 

We are bound sti ll by wh a t bound us 40 years a go , bound by 

the same loyal ties and traditions a nd b el ief s . we are bound by 
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reality : The strength and freedom of America's allies is s til l 

vital to t he fut ure o f the Uni ted States . And the American 

s ecurit y guarante e r ema ins indisp e ns ible to t he continued free dom 

a nd i n dependence of Europe 's democracies. We know, as we di d 

40 y e a rs ago, that 1.0,J{ ~it:Yii ,fb'{rttt'lc, ~~Gi~l!~o p~~~.. 

W!/ ~~p~~r· 
To gether, b a c k 

.. CGFl 1;i JleFl~s l ibe l?t% let u s make a vow to our dead. Let us 

s how them by our actions that we unde r s tand what they died fo rJ 

a nd "e Ile l''''' ~ tho ee i de al " !'to less t ha n Lli.£'" Let u s s ay to them 

through our a ct ions t he word s for which Mathew Ridgeway li s tened: 

" I wi l l not fa il thee no r forsake t he e . " 

Strengthened by their c o urage , he a r t e n e d by the ir valor and 
--\-0 s-\-lU-'d -(0'­

b orne by the ir memory , let us continue t oge t her to r epr e sent t h e 

ideal s f o r which t he y l i v ed a nd died . 

Thank you a ll very much • 

• 
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Acro.. the bay, On the tra u' porl New A",st e"wm aneho..,j 
n~a r Weymo" th, Second !.leu t"". "1 Cemge Kerchner of the 
al,,1 Rang" . Ib U. li" " was occ upied with" lo"t ine chore. lie '"u 
"""so, ing hi. I'latoo,,·. mail. It was 1'" .l ict>la. ly heavy tonighl; 
e.'".yhody seemed 10 ha.'e w. ille" long letters h"me. Th e .nd 
a"d s th n ang"" had heen giv..n one of th" toughest D-D. yas. 
. ignme"t•. They .... e.e 10 ..-ale th" almo.1 . heer . oo-foot. c1ilb at 

a I , l a~ called !'ointe du Hoc a"d ,i lelK'l! a ballery of , il Iont· 
range g,,"s-guns SO po.......f"l thaI II'ey cou ld zero in on Omal.o 
Realch or the Ira"'po. t a,ea oj Ulah Jl.each. 11>e Rangen would 

, I,"'e iu, l Ihill y mi""tes 10 do the job. 
r",."allies ....ere elpeeled 10 he h " a~me thou ght lLI hig\ 

a••illy per ""nl-n,,1ess the air a OO I~v .l bombardlnenl coaId 
kn...d ....llhe guru kfore lhe R. ngen got IOOe. Eilbe. way. _ 
hooy eopeel...II"" . lIack 10 be. breeze. Nobody,lh. t is. "'CtIJ'I 
~alf Selgeanl I..ny Joh ruoa, one of K...ch"",·, section leadm. 

n ", lietJl"nanl wa. duml ....n&.d when he read Johnson '. Ir!· 
Ie•. Allho" gl, _ of lhemail w""k1 he seut ....t un til all.. 
Il O. y_ " h........ ee lhal wot,1d 1-lh;, ~tee coukln't """" b! 
deli"e,ed tl"OI,gh oniinvy channels. Keech..... sen t for J"'­
and. "hen Ihe ..... geanl arrived, gav" him b.d lhe lett..... '1.arTy: 
said K.,.ch"", d rily, "Y''''' beller pool Ihi. yourself_fl"" you ~ 

10 F•• n"" .- J"""- bad wri ll..... gi. llLIling foe a dot" early it 

Ju..... Sh.. li" ed in Paris. 
11 11" '..1 the lieu tenant as lhe .....g"" nl I.,fl 1M C'llhin Ibrol _ 

J..-rg as lhe.e " 'e.e opIimi'l$like Jol.nIOIl nothing W lLl ImposNhlo. 
AI~I ""err II\&U in Ih" invasion fOf""" wrot" a Ietl....10 __ 

aile d",,,,g Ih" long ho..n of wai ling. 11>ey had been penned" 
for a lon g lin"" ."d l loe ~ Ien seemed 10 gi"e I""'" emotx-al 
,,,lea.... ~bn ) of lhem recorded th" i. t houghts in a ....y thal .­
...Morndo. 

(''''pla in J" hn F. Oullig. n of the lSt Inranlry D ivisioo, ,\aIM 
I" la,,,) on Om. ha Hearh. wrote hi, wif,,: Ml love these ........ '""" 
. .....p all ""e. lhe ship, 011 tl", J etl. , in, On lop , . nd "nde....,.u. .. 

n ... W ail 

I..... " hidel , Th ey Slnoh, play c. rds, w,,,. II,, arou" d and in, h , l~e 

,~ ("""..1 hor' ''l'lay. '11,,,y galhe' aro" "d I" gro" P' and lal l 
",, ~,I ,' aho,,1 g;rls, home .lld e'peripoce. ( will. a" d witho" t 
(14 1, " . , . Th ey "e 8",,,1 101<I i".. , I],.. 1>e. 1 in Ihe worM . .. 
Il,- !' K" th.. inval ioll of NOllh Al.ic. , I WBI 11e"'Oll' and a hili" 

.. " "I Pur ing Ih" Sid lian invasion I ...... ,,, h" ly Ihat Ih" fear 
r."..1"1,,1e I wa> workiug.. .. Th il lim{' w" will hil a beac l> 
,n I I ~ """ anJ from thereOil only r..od know. the anSwer , I w. " t 
,,~, , ,, know 11001 1 "'ve yOtl wilh.n my I",a . l. .. I p'. y Ihat 
I~ . r ..,II ~ 6t 10 '1'"'" m" to yo" and A"" an,,1Pal .­
1"" men on ",,",vy n.val v_I.", ""g" trall'po.ls , on airfields 

.. ,n ..." I...kation a.ea" wer .. th" I....·ky Or..,.. They were re­
,f,..,,,I . oo ove.crowded, but Ihey w",,, ,J"" wa,m .OO " ,., 11. H 
. .. 0 d iB'erenl . tory IOf lhe b oors 011 th" lUl·botlomed larod ...g 
.h'l" ,·ing 01a<><'bor <Hllsi<le " ea.ly e""•.y h• •l>or. Some ""'"' 
1, .. r , on IheM vessel. for ",ore Il,an a ..eek. n.e ,hips w...... 

... ....-.-·,Ied . nd fOl'1, Ih" men unher."uW" mi... . able. ..... Ihern 
d... I..uk began long belor.. they ev". lel l ~: ng t.r l ..1 It wu a 
' .." Ie aga,nst conlinuo•., nausea and ......id ......... ,'.1011 of Ihe 
.......hll ,emember lhat lhe .hips smelled 01 jllli II" "", Ihi"go: 
.1 ......1oil, t.eked." p loilet••nd vomit. 

{""", ,lion. varie<llrom . I>il' 10 . hip. On f.CT m Sign.lman 
1I...d a ... George Hack..u , Jr.,was amaud lo see ......... '" higl, 
Ih.1 tJ.ey smashed ........ one "nd of lhe wal"-ing cra ll a,od 
.,,1Ir.1out lhe othee. l.CT 6, • British La"d"'8 craft, wu 10 0 ..... ­

~... I...I I t Lieul"""" t Colonel Cia ." ...... lI upl...- " f th.. U.S. -flh 
110, lhoughl it would 5ill\:.. W. I". laj>pe<! al l he gunw.1es 
. nd Oi l washed OVer iolo lhe cnlt . Th .. galle-y was flooded 
000d ,he lloop were foroed to eal ooId food_~ "'00 could "",t 
li on 

L~ T 97, Se.geant K" itl, IIryan of lhe Slh Engi"",...- Special lI'i­
«..Ir remembe .., Wa. to overC'rowded Ihat men " ·"'e ~1e pp ing 
... rr """ another, 000 il rolled to much Ihal lloose lucl y " ..ollgl. 
to "" 'e h.rob "'d diffi<'Ulty . Iaying in Ihem. And 10 St-.geant 

'"
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SIX UMIES I N NO . MAND,.
H 
WCr<, ho on c", aoJ "'<st,. t S , Cbme · du- ~I ont , Ch<l -du-Poo, , n,1 

I' on t j' AhM . T h. " . h <f th e Iioe "I ob jec';v.. , lrom Pont ,' ..\1,1" 
lu ck In bi, ~. nn th rough 'he open <:ount<y. iJ< 0,, <1 " ·ould to" . t" 

b e ,ld,."l<d , if and when "rlUted , by gri t o",t hope 
T b. d.,, ~e< ' 0 , hi. open flank would . <lme, il w", 10." ,><<1 , tH'''' 

d l< tWO Gelm an di v;,io" . whIch it wa. know n h, d l on~ h<," 
.Wi,,,,, J in ,h . Coten';", the 7"'lth On ' he ..., coo, t 0" ,1 , h. ' ll,d 
u n ,h. w,... o"d , h. ,.«olly o",vcJ 9'"1, WhlCh hld uolorton .,,1. 
be." p"';I;oncd <xacdy ..tr ide the ,;,born e ore. Moreover, " h,I, 
, he 7"'lth an d '4J . d w«< " ., ;e lorm.. io n . - ", hot ' h, (;"m, o. 

called "':od".,rii"dig<, 'ground hold mg', • <"ph,mi.,ic .<lmi,,;oo .~ 

t hei ' lOlOl lack of ",<ch'nicol " .nor0rt . ",1 ,h,l"w phy. IU I I"",.. 
01 ,Io<i, , ol,lie.. _ ' he 9 '"' w., compo><d 01 y"" og Ol eo who 1",1 
~d,,,lIy be." tr . med in . " mo,," me ot. 5,d1. he'",,, o ' hem ,h" 
hdd,d no mor< ,h.o ,w,o'y ·fouT b.n.hoo, . g.Io," lhe ..~h", n 

"' h,d, 'h, Ao,«Ie.n. eoold p.nch,,,e. ~ I o reo v", ,n"al 01 ,h, 
G e, m. n b,ll.hoo. "t<e 00 ' G",,,.n .. . 11 on eomp",itl"n. low' 

" ""1\, d by ",Ole·o, -I. .. will'n g ,olun«e," I,om the '."'y 01 p'''''''' 
e.. wh"m ' he Getma". h.d la ~'o i" , he .." during l '}1t-. Th , ~ 
",er. " " I" d h oI'," " E," (0,, ) Ban. lom', fm to h.... " l1ed 'hem 
Ru"" " wool d h", e beeo io. cour . t• . They r.p....n«d for 'he m' ~' 
part lh e p.nl'h . ..1, n,1 oo....ml l."d peop\<1 01 the Ru,.Ia" e",p" '. 
("o..,d" Gemgi .o" T ,,,kom. " . Au " e",,"' , Volg. T ..",•. , "J 
A..,b " lalll ', who h. d .w . pped a , enuOo' ,<II" "f citizenshiP.IOf th, 
go " . "'" "j ..gol" ,,,.. I, , . od mlgh' be <Xpecoed '0 ...... " ,n th," 
ne", I"y. lty ,I p"..eJ 10 I'gh' I'" , h. ir , up",,", Th,t prospect n, h" 
hen.reJ th. od ds , ,",' hieh th. A,o"icao, <>\",I" ed ,,, yield. m,,,e ,,' 
Ie.. <v." I' gh' 0 0 'he Ii' " d,y , when m"or "I ' he defend. " woul~ h< 
pio"ed '0 ,h.i . fixed po' i'io"" A' wo,"' , i' w" 'hooght, ,~, 
Ge",,'o, """ld be ' ble to hod /i•• b., ,, loo,, , 10 mo" nt • rou"''' ' 
. n ..k .g. In.l Ihe p.",b,,,i 'l ' , . od '0 e"n,·eol..t ' ,,0 ••m'"'' "g,,"" 
lh em 0",,1' he ' hifd d.y, Th. tOTor. " " .. , lightly op"mi,n<. rh'" 
..'., ,I.., rrr the "ea • ", rareh pao'u b. , uhoo, No . 1<>0. oq" ,pp< J 
...ith old F.eoch ""k' . "d m. kesh, /t " ,,011 gllns , aod 'he ~, h 
P,,,dHJ« Regim e" ' , <o"", i"g ' hree b,, "lion' 01 highly. lT~,,,,J 
, ,, IJ ,u. , "hO$e ..e"ge ag...... 171 (it ..... JO '0 ,h. 709, h D,v",ool 

, , . I't " o'h" ,,1
11 " , ..en'h,. additl oo 01• fmc< .0 e1",e y . ;m, ' Ttn qua t l. 
'he '\",e,,<'" oe«1 "0' ,, '<00 ,h., tho "pe"tion "".100 ",kj lo h< 
. .. , onp" d (a' Ai, ~h rslo . 1 Lcrgh. M. lIory h.d arg Lled). It d\d m" " 

th .l th e Am'''ca,,, would Io ,,' e '0 P'" 10"1. "'try . hred 01 ,h . ' ~,J 

AI.L . U ''' ' C AN S CR EA M ' N G H GL lS 

1,..1,, " h"",ry ,,'hieh, wilh • I..l·minute .p",,"rrr~ "I Apael .. 

~.•," u"' ."d ' '''<o rrog 01 red ."d wh it< "' ..p" "l , "" "y' "I 'h< YO" " g 
~I. • • h '" ,h e b.,,, I,o,, , "'''' ",,,u'g ,h.m,d,.. 1<> ,mul. .. ;f , hey 
. ,t< ,,, ..,,,,,e , hrough. 

II" .pp, n. oh;og mOm. n, 01 de p.""" . " ,k. d ",her ", ,, . 1. , 
(", t"I" m.d• • 11 'he mOr< ".e.... ' y by lh. d" ' ''' b ' ng dleers "" 
,,,, "'0<,1 ,," \'C' 01 II.. 1m'..;",, ', pO"pnnorn. nl fro" , Jun" 5,h ", 
I"n, l,'h, A rash ot ligh.. hroke 0"1, " men .. ho h,d 5I«I<d 
,f,,, ,,,d ,·.. ro I.... I""t lhei' « "'p". ov.r n,;n"t "ri"""", on Ihe 
,,, ,,1,, ,,« d. " ..c.",lo. T he d;,,,Ion .1 ...f1 . h''' d y « ".lIed flo . 
" «"",,,"1 b." d, ",h;,h h.d laled Ihe e"compmeo " w;oI. "'''s;, 
j""". the fe r o,, 1 hou rs , repl.y.d o,er the I'"blie • .1.1".. . y"errr. 
!f" I", 1« ",,10 of Ihe m"m<n' .od lo.",d new Iilo,. to , h" w Whe" 
. ",,1 " j Ihe re" , wed order "f d'parlure came, .n olhe.r "I the 
1;;, 1. I'" ..hure Ana lery , 'he gonner reg'''''''' "I the Sere. m,og 
1>.1" , " ,,1I . ' hal he f"uod 'he m,,, '0 ...hom h. " 'as '0 p", " 
• •1. h'''K • T ,J L,,,, ,, m",,,, 1> h,<,yl>ody lloPP)' r . nd rei Ic"ted , .. 
h <1"" I,. d on 10 tho ".g. to jlllefr llpt " , , h.. 't!" . .. .. IU" ,h. " 'y 
" ~ "' JI ,I h.pp<o ,n Holly"'ood ' . Th<r< "''' On el. men' ,,' Ilolly .. ,,,,,I 
," 'h e ,ouod " I h.nd·pressi"g • • "d ",oh'''Re ot I", m••dd".,., 
. h" h 1" 11 0"" .1, avo"al, 01 com"rI<'h ip '0 ,Ieorh ."d pmfJll,.s 10 
.... , ronca, ed ,dan" o, ,I • fri .nd , hould 0"1 rel urn, T her...... 
11"lIn 'xx i 100'" 1he p.Tting . p«ch of Colooel " "I ,,"on, wlr" w.. 
,,, h, , ;llod lhe lo llowing day , !O 1".- bal;', 'Io,;;} of ,h. Sotlth 

I''' '' h'' " 1" la"rry: 'Mthough I . m "ot. "hg'o", "" 0 , I "' 001 .1 I,k< 
, II " I y''' ' 10 kne<I ...;,h me in plOyer _ . nd do oot lonk d"",,, .. ith . 
" ,~ <d head. h," look 01'. .., 'hal you COo ><e God . nd ... HIS 
. f ""o~ . nd help 10 wh.. "e are .hO Ll ' to do" T here w•• "en ",n,. 
1I ,, 1I~' " ()od io 'h< lerocio'" fL n. 1 bflef ic.g by C" I" " . I 11".... ,,1 
' 1<<< , ' John"" n 01 ,h. 50 u" ",h"h he conduded by ..-h'pprrrg o" t 

k" lump kn,le, brandISh ing it above hi. h, .d " " I . ",..", rrrg : ' I 
•• ,,, ,,, '00 th.. belore ' '' n'Orruw "'gh ' tl", k", 1<- ...,11h< borre d '" 
,I., h" k 01 lh. bl.de" Germao rrr Norm.od , "II .. "'e" , ote a",ed 
h" . on ••ullalion B I .. u m.ny ",Or< sought eo"."I, non on '1 "«t , 
1'< ,,,,".1 ,c1 i ~,,,o , ",a kong lh." oonl ... ioo,.I Ih.y ...... C,I I",li,., a, 

, "'g '''UU",,' ',,,, ." m"" 110m" " < . ' ~ , n' l<' 0 , ,h. north . nd .... 
• ,,," Ihe d' . ,""'Orr. Tecr,,"eu . or ..mpl y I<n "lu,~ "<1 0 1'''''"''
r''' ,·" On< of 11 < .•~ '0" We'" ~ P"y<u mo" ler"n,l y ..... ,h. <" mm. nrl.. 
; ,1.< ,'II A"'me"" ~hlt h <w II, R'dg....,-, ~h".. ,·,10, a" .1 ,,,,,I""n< f.,lur., i , -,.,. , ' - -• •_ . . .n" '0 ' Ie , Y vc."ng eoo " al.d • nat ure 01 Ihe 

I~ 
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MMy tin. Ph..,~ came Ocker. airy voice over the wire, wat& 

yo" sliUali' -" ?'" 
Pltu ht ignored the quest ion. "'Whal'. happening , bout I~ 

ammu"ilio:>roi"" heasked blllU!I,.. 
- I!", .... the ""y,- ...id Ocler. 

The ""loner. calmness maddened Plushl. '\'Mni"" ~ 

shouted. · When will il amve? You people don 't S<'em to real­

i:te whal it',Iik" up ooe.w 

Ten mio,,''''' Ia,.,.. P1usht ..... S>If".....,.,...J 10 t .... pJ-.... "I'n 
gol bad .-n." Dc".... lold bim. - 1'.... just lelmed that the am­
Inunition ('OIl"")' ha. been wiped ou t. It willlJO nightfall before 
anything sels up 10 )"0\1.­

Plu, h, ...un', SurprisM; he Ime", hum bitter penooal aperi_ 
eoce lha . no llting oould move .kong the roaJL lie also ,,_ 

lha' at II", ra t" 1mguns were firing. the ballerlet woo,],d be 001 
of .",,,,,,,,ltio,, by nightfa ll. 11,,, quesUon wa•. wh ich would 
r"""h !>is gu ns HlOt-the ammunit ion ...- the Americans? P1u.h, 
gave orde.. for hi. troops 10 pn.-p. ,e ' or dose romba' and then 
he walld erNl a imlessly through Ihe c hAt... ". li e fell ,,,dde,,Iy 
lIl<'I". s and alone. He wished he hew where hi! dog Harm 
was . 

* 8 *
 

13, !<OW lhe Brili<h soldie.. who h.d foughl D Day'. fint bollie 
lad been holding on 10 their prize. lhe brklges over 1M ()mo 

.nd lhe c..... Ca ...~ for more Ihan thirteen bocLn. Although 
Major IImn rd·, glider-borne troops had been rrinfornd .1 

ese 

Th e Day 

dtwo by other 6th Airborne paralroope rs, thdr number. had 
been lleadily dwindling under fierce mnrl .r . nd small-am" 6re. 
11.,...."-1". men h.d . topped several smal l, probing cnunleral_ 
llItks. NOlO' the l ired, aminus t roope rs in lhe CJplured German 
positions_ either side of the bridge eagerly ....ailed the link-up 
from lhe _ . 

In biI: f(l1bnle near the approaches to the Cam ea....1 bridge, 
F'rIval" Bill Gray looked at hi< wa tch ag.in. Loed lDvat", com­

_..dOJ ...re almDII an hour and a half ove..l ..... lie wondered 
..hal bad happened bad- up on the bearhes. Cray d idn'l think 
the lighting cnu ld be much worse there lhan it was al the 
bridges, II" wu alm""t afraid 10 lifl his; ......d ; it """moo to him 
the snipers were becoming lIJ(IJe ICCUrale by the minu le. 

II wu during a lull in the /iring thai Cray·' friend, r . ivale 
John Wilkes, lying beside him, suddenly said, ~ V ou how, I 
think I ......... bagpif""i.- Gray 1ool.:.0:<1 .1.1 h im sromfully. HYou·re 
dall'- toe said. A few seconds laler, Wilkes h ,n ,ed to his friend 
.gain. · 1 do heu ha gp ipes, ~ he Insi.loo. Now Gray co"ld h...... 
Ikm too. 

Down the road e. me Lord Lovat'e conuna"d,,,, co<'l.:.y in their 
green herell . Hili MIJlln marched al Ihe head of II,,, col" mn. 
his pipe. IJlarillg Olll "Blue BOllllets over the lIorder ." On holl , 
.ides Ih" Oring . " ddellly ceased, as .oldiers gazet! al 11,0' " ",da­
d e. B"I Ille .t,,,,,k didn'l la,t 101lg. A. the """,mandOl headed 
ecross tile brtdges the Genna". be gan 6. ing ag.in. Bill Millin 
rt'IJ>em he" lhal he was ~JU SI trusting to luck Ihal I d id nol get 
hit, as I cou ld nol hear very much for the drone of the pil""" ~ 

Hall.... y .cross, Milliu lurnoo arou nd 10 look &1 I ~"d I.o~al _ "II" 
was !ltri<ling .Iong •• If he wa" fMlt lOT & walk round hi. eslal e,H 
Millin r~n., -and he gave me the signal 10CJfTy oo .~ 

DIsregarding the heavy Germau 6'e, the paralroopt>tS nuhed 
001 to !"""'l lbe commandos . Lnqt apologized ·f.... heiog a few 
..iIIUlet Iale.~ To the weary 6th Airborne l roopen , it wu a .I ir­
riDS momenl. Although il wooId be houn before the main hoUy 

ssa 
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of Urlli. .. troops ,,,ad,ed the fal1 l",m,nsl point. of the derm>e 
li"e l,el.1 by the plltalnx>p"n. the 6rsl ,einlororrnen ls had ••• 
.h e<! . Al tl oe red and green boor.... inlrrmingled . thr.e "'Ilt • 

,ud ~. p" roI'plible lightening 01. the spirits. Nineteen·year-old 
Bill Gr. y fell wy'"*" younger.· 

* 9 *
 

N ow, (HI this fateful day for lI ill"l'" Third Reich, I S Rommel 
,,,cal " "nlically for Normandy, as his ~'O 'ntn a n d"rs on the In­
vasinnl",,,! t. ied desperately 10 halt t he , tor ming Allied .",ault, 
ever ything depended on the panzer" Ihe aut Panzer Divi.l{nl 
j"" l",hind the Bdtish beache. , "",I II,,, n ih s.s. and the 
l'" " z,,, l-ehr ,Iill held back by 1I11ler. 

FieM Marshal Rommel wat"hNl 110.. white rihbon 01 roo d 
st retching <HJ t ahead and urged his driver on. -Tempo! f empol 
Ten'por he said. n.e ca r roII rOO as Daniel p"t hi. foot d()W1l. 
11",y had k It Freudenstadt jt,,, two hom , befor" and Rommtl 
had "1I ,,,ed hard ly a word. His aid.., C.r la ln Lang. 'ilting in 
buk, had ,-·e. seen II... FI"ld Manhal SO d'1"""' sed. Lan!: 
wanled 10 talk ahUIII lbe landing' , hut Rommel showfd no In· 

<"!i....lion lor co....e.....IIOII. Suddenly Rommel I~ II"""'! 
an<llooked al Lang. - I was right aU along.· be a id, -aDakJa!: 
n..n he sla.ed at lbe road again. 

""
 

1 1." Day 

n.e ,ut Panzer Diviri<m couldn'l g" l Ihmngh Ca lm_ Colonel 
I!...-thann von 0pp"In-Bron i\.(lW ,\. ~ commanding II." divisiu,,', 
.egi.......t of lanh , d<o>·" np and dow n the coInmn in a Volks­
wagen. lbe cily WllI a sl>ll mbl",. It had been homl"'<f SOUl" Ii..... 
ear li...- aoo the hon,ben had dont: a gl>lXl job. Street> w"'" p iled 
up with debris, aoo it soemM to Bronih \.1 Iho.l ·"""")'0"" In 
the city was DOl the mo"" trying to g nul.- The .......J. were 
dIoI;ed with men and W'OrI>nI on bl")'<:1",. The,,, was no hope 
IOf lhe panun. Bronlkowsli dedded to pnll bad and go a.-o" oo 
the cily. It woukl taie hours, he knew, but there WI< no oth"• 
...ay. And where was the r"gimenl ollroops that was supposed 10 
...pport his attack when he did gel liu"oo,gh? 

Nineteen.year-old Private Walter lIerm", of th.. a ,,1 Panzer 
01"" ;.,,,', ' 9,,,,1 Regiment had neve. he"n SO happy. II was 
gl,,,',,,.. . lie w..s lelding Ihe alllc\. Ig.l", t tl... fl.iti,hl lien"... 
s.t a,t.lde his motorcycle, weaving aloea,1 01 the a<lvallce com­
pauy. ·rh"y were heading toward th" co.,t and ",nn Ihey would 
pick up the t""k••nd then the aut would dr ive 11.e Ildl i,1o i" to 
the ..... E"" ryhody ,aid ro. Nearby 0 " "tloer ", ,,toreycles Were 
1,Is friends, Telzlaw, Matt",clo and ScI,ald. All ..f Ihem had ex. 
plI<'Ied to he altad ed by the Rlitish bd oTe now, but .lOtloi hg had 
hof'P"lIed. II seemed slTange that Ihey hadn'l caught up with 
lhe tank. yel. But Hennes gues>ed that tlley must I", 5Ome.... here 
.""..d, probahly ..ltacling alru<ly 0 11 the roast. H"nn ", drov" 
hoppily on, lead ing the advance co.np.ny 01 the .egimenl "I' 
Inlo tl", elght.mi l" gap lhallhe British ('(JllIn'andus , ti ll had,,', 

closed bet em Juno and Cold. Th is "'IS • g.p the panurs 
fOukl ha u ploited 10 split the British 1""",1"" wide open aud 
-"" Ihe ,..,tlre Allied assa"lt_ gap thai Colonel V(JQ OppeJn. 
IlroQlkowlkl knew r>othing whaln·..... aboul. 

ess 
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