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OMA HA BEACH MEMORIAL REMARKS 

MR. PRESI DENT, DISTI NGUISHED GU ESTS: 
WE STAND TODAY A1 A PLACE OF BATTLE, ONE 
TH AT 40 YEARS AGO SAWAND FELT THE WORST OF 

WAR . MEN BLEDAND DIED HERE FOR AFEW FEET 
OR INCHES OF SA ND AS BULLETS AND SHE LLFIRE 

CUT THROUGHTHEIR RANKS . ABOUT THEM, 
GENERAL OMAR BRADLEY LATER SA ID: uEVERYMI\N 
WHO SET FOOT ONOMA HABEACH THI\T DA YWAS A 
HERO . U 

NOSPEECH CA NADEQUATE LY PORTRAY THEIR 

SUFFERING, THEIR SACR IFICE, THEIR HE RO ISM. 

PRESIDENT LINCOL NONCE REM INDED US THAT -­
THROUGH TH EIR DEEDS -- HIE DEAD OF BATT LE 

HAVE SPOKEN MORE ELO QUENTLY FOR THEMSELVES 
THAN ANYOF THE LIV ING EVER COU LD , THAT WE 

CA NONLY HO NOR THEMBY REDEDICATING 

OURSELVES TO THE CAU SE FOR WHICH THEY GAVE A 
LAST FUL L MEASURE OF DEVOT ION . 
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TODAY, WE DO REDED ICATE OURS EL VES TO 
THAT CAUSE . AND AT THIS PLACE OF HONOR, WE 
ARE HUMBLED BY THE REALIZATION OF HOW MUCH 
SO ~ANY GAVE TO THE CAUSE OF FREE~ AND TO 
THEIR FELLOwMAN. 

SOME WHO SURVIVED THE bATTLE ON 
JU NE 6TH, 1944, ARE HERE. TODAY , OTHERS WHO 
HOPED TO RETURN NEVER DID. 

"SOP\EDAY. LIS, I'lL GO BACK," SAID 

PRjVATE FIRST CLASS PETER ROBERT ZANATTA, OF 

THE 37TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTA LION, AND 
FIRST ASSAULT WAVE TO HIT OMAHA BEA CH. 
"I ' LL GO BACKAND I'LL SEE IT ALL AGA IN, 
I'LL SEE THE BEACH. THE BARRICADES. AND THE 

GRAVES. " 
THOSE WORDS OF PRIVATE ZANATTA COME TO 

US FROM HIS DAU GHTER, USAZA NATTA HE NN, IN 

A HEART -RENDING STORY ABOUT THE EVENT HER 
FATHER SPOKE OF OFTEN: "THE NOR!'lANDY 
INVASION WOULD CHANGE HIS LIFE FOREVER," 
SHE SAW . 
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SHE TELLS SO ~E OF HI S STORIES OF WORLD 

~A R IJ. BUT SAYS FOR HER FATHER -THE STORY 

TO END ALL STORIES ftAS D-DAY,­
-HE ~DE ME FEEL TH E FEAROF BEINGOh 

TH AT BOAT WAITI NG TO LAND. I CAN SMELL THE 

OCEAN AND FEEL THE SEASICKN£SS. I CA NSEE 

THE LOOKS O~ HIS FELLOWSOLDIERS ' FACES. 
THE FEAR, THE ANGUISH, THE UNCERTAI NTY OF 
WHAT LAY AHEAD . AND WHEN THEY LANDED . I CA N 

FEEL THE STRENGTH AND COURAGE OF THE MEN WHO 
TOOKTHOSE FIRST STEPS THROUGH THE TIDE TO 
WH AT MUST HAVE SU RELY LOO KED LI KE INSTANT 
DEATH," 

PR IVATE ZANATTA's DAUGHTER SAYS : 
- I DON'T KNOW HOW ORwHY 1 CANFEEL THIS 

EMPTINESS, THIS FEAR, OR THIS D£TERYII NAIION, 
BUT I DO. MAYBE IT' s THE BOND I HAD WITHMY 
FATHER.. •ALL I KNOWIS THAT IT BRINGS TEARS 
TO MY EYES TO THI NK ABOUT MY FATHER AS A 

20-YEAR-OLD BOY HAVING TO FACE THAT BEACH,­
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THE ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY WAS AL ~'AYS 

SPECIAL fOR HER fAMI LY; AND LI KE ALL THE 

FAMILIES OF THOSE WHO WENT TO WAR, SHE 

DESCRIBES HO II' SHE CA ME TO REALIZE HER OWN 

FATHER's SURVIVAL WAS A !'"I IRACLE, 

"SO MANY MEN DI ED. I KN O\l,' THAT I''ty 

FIITHER WATCHED MANY OF HIS FRI ENDS BE 

KILLED , I KNOWTH AT HE MUST HAVE DlED 

INSID E A LITTLE EACH TIME. BUT HIS 

EXPLANATI ON TO ME WAS YOU OlD WH AT YOU HAD I 

TO DO AND YOIJ KEPT ON GOI NG, ' N 

WHENMEN LI KE PRI VATE ZA NATTAAND ALL 
OUR ALLIED FORCES STORMED THE BEACHES OF 

NORMANDY 40 YEARS AGD , THEY CAME NOT AS 

CONQUERORS , BUT AS LIBERATO RS . WHENTHESE 

TROOPS SWEPT ACROSS TH E FRENCH COUNTRYSIDE 
AND INTO THE FORESTS OF BELGIUM AND 
LUXEMBOURG, THEY CAME NOT TO TAKE, BUT TO 

RETU RN WHAT HAD BEEN WRONGLY SEIZED, 
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WHEN OUR FORCES MARCH ED I NTQ GE RMANY, THEY 

CAME NOT TO PREY ON A BRAVE AND DEFEATED 

PEOPLE, BUT TO NURTURE THE SEEDS OF 

DEMOCRACYAMONG THOSE WHO YEARNED TOBE FREE 
AGAI N. 

WE SALUTE THEM TODAY , BUT, 

MR, PRES IDENT , WE ALSO SALUTE THOSE WHO, 

LIKE YOURSELF, WERE AL READY ENGAGI NG THE 
ENEMY I NS IDE YOUR BELOVED COUNTRY __ 

THE FRENCH RESISTA NCE , YOUR VALIANT 

ST RUGGLE FOR FRANCE DI D SO MUCH TO CRIPPLE 

THE ENEMY AND SPUR THE ADVA NCE OF THE ARMIES 
OF LI BERATION, THE FREN CH FORCES OF THE 

INTERIOR WILL FOREVER PERSONI FY COURAGE AND 

NATIONAL SPIRIT; THEY WI LL BE A TI MELESS 

INSPIRATIONTO All WHO ARE FREE, AND TO All 
WHO WOULD BE FREE , 

TODA Y, IN TH EIR MEMORY, AND FOR ALL WHO 

FOUG HT HERE. WE CELEB RATE THE TRIUMPH OF 
DEMOCRACY, 
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THE PRES IDE:N'I : tlr. Pres ident, distinguished guests, 
we stand t oda y at a pla"e of battle, One t h ~t 40 vear8 nqo 8aW and 
f elt t he wors t o f "'a r . Hen LIed ~nd died here for" f e w fe..t of .­
or i nohes o f s~n d as bul lets a nd ..hell fi re c u t t h rOll« h thei r r " "ks. 
l'J:>out them, Gene r al Qmar rlradley l a t er s aid, "Every man ",ho s e t foot 
On omaha Dea" h t hat day ~as ~ hero. " 

No s pee c h ,,~n adequately portray t h e i r suffe ring, their 
s a c r ifice, t he i r hero i sm. Pr e s iaen t Lincol n onc e r~ind ed u s tha t 
throug h t he ir deeds, the d f;acl of ;'a t t l e have spoken IIIOre e lOO1uent ly 
f or L~ens e l ves than a ny o f the livi", ever coulcl. [lut wc can o n ly 
honor t h... by r e de d i c etu,g ourselves t o t he cause for "' h i c l. t he y 
gave n last ful l measure of devotion. 

Today, we do r e deei c ate ours elve s to tha t ca u~e. lind 
a t t h i s pla"e o f honor ..... a re humLled by t he reali z~t io n of how 
IilUch so III<l.ny ga~ to the cause of f r eedom and to t heir fellow I'\IOn . 

SOlne "'ho survived the battle of June 6, 1944, a r e here
 
t oda y . Others who hopcxl to return n""e r did.
 

"~omeday, Lia , I 'll go back , " said Pr i vate First Class 
Peter Robert Z ~n a tta , o f the 37th Engineer Co~t Dattalion, and 
fi rst assault "'eve to hit Ornhha Beae::h. 'I'll go bacl" and I'll se" 
i t a l l a..-:-ain. I'll s ee the beach , the:: barricatl."'s ..nd the grav"a. ' 

Too"" words of Private Zanatta e::O!'Oe t o us from h i s
 
wuqhtcr, Li"a zanettll Henn, in a heart· ·ren<',ing ...tory ~bout the
 
even t he r rather spoke of so ofte n. ~ I n his words, t he !'lOnnanlly·
 
I nvasion vouId change h is life ~OJ,ever.·' she sa icl.
 

She t ",ll" some o f his seelrie" of t'/orld "ar II, but "lOy" 
of her fatber , " the story to end nIl stories ",as D- DJ-Y. " 

"He made me: feel the fea" of OOin9 on that boat , .-a i tin'l 
to lana. I can smell the ocea". a" e f ..el the seasickn...,s. I can 
See the l ooks On his fellow 501<:ier,,' face". t he fear, the an'luish, 
the unc e rtain t y o f ....hat l a,! "hea<1. "nd when they len~ed , 1 C~_r. fe o:l 
the atren3th a n~ courage o f tl~ m~n who t ook tho ~e first stops 
t h r o u g h t he tide to wha t mu,,-t; h ..v<o sur",ly l ooJ:" a like inst ..nt d"" tb . · 

Priva':e Zanat~ 's daughter Wl<ot" to me, " I do n ' t l,n" " 
,. 
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,'0'0' or "'fly I can f a d ti,ls "''Pt.. n e s'' . this f " a ~. ,,~ this
 
<1etermin a tion , but I c.lo. rlay!>,. i t's t..he bona I !:la d with my f a ther.
 
All I k,,"'" i s tha t :.to 'brI n,!,,, tears to my eyes ' to th i nk abOu t "'I'
 
ta t ne r <IS a 20-y",,::-0 1d bo y nav i ng t o h ee that t>e.. ch . · 

Tn.. am::i " "r" ...v ct D-V"l' Was alweys s!>t'cial for .her 
family, a n<.J lik" an the fAJll.ili" " of those "'no wen t to war , ahe 
de scribe s how she c ame t o realize her own tat h e r ' s sur viva l was" 
", i r a cl .. . 

· So many men <lied. 1 1m"", t "at my tathe. "'"tched 
ma ny of h i" f rie nd s b<> ki lled . I kn<>lO' t hat he must have d i "d ins i de 
.. little .."en t1...,. But his "xplanatio n to ...., was. ' You did wh a t 
yo u ha<J t o do amI yo u kept on 9"0ing . ' · 

When ""0 like pr i vate zana t t a and a l l ou r Allied force s 
"ton-a th" boo a"hea of Normandy 40 y.... r s "90 . the y CIIIIIe no t as 
conque rors, but a. l i berators . When thesa t r o o p s s~ept a~ ro Ss the 
F r<>neh ~oun try~ide anJ into the forests of Be l g i wt an<l Luxembo urg , 
t hey ca..., n o t t o tak"" bu t t o r eturn what had bee n wrongly sei~e<1 . 

" ne n our f o re". marched into Ger""'ny, the y Carne not t o prey On a 
b rava and <1efeated people , but to nurture the s e " ds o f d"lI>OCr"cy 
",oong t ho s" WhO y"ar "sd to be f r e e a"a i n . 

We s a l u t e the~ today. But, Mr. P re ~ ide nt, we a lso
 
salut... tho." who , like yours"lf, we r e a1.- .. .. dy.engag i ng the e nemy
 
i n s hIe you r beloved cO\lntry -- the Fren ch Re sist-ance . Your valiant
 
st.r uggls for Fr ~ce di d so much to cripple the " namy ~d spur the
 
a d v ance o f the a n des _of liberation . The !'r""ch Fo rces of t he
 
In te r i o r will for"ve r ~rsonif y oo u rage and na tional s piri t r they
 
wi l l be a time l e s s ins p ira tIon to al l who a rc fr..e. a nd t o all who
 
,",O\ll d be f ree.
 

Today , i n their me mory , a nd fo r all whO fought here ,
 
we celebrate the t r i umph of democracy . wo r e a ffirm the uni t y of
 
de mocra t ic peoples who fou gh t a wa r a nd then joined with t he
 
va nqui s he d i n a firm resolve t o keep t he peace.
 

F r om a t e r r ib l e wa r we lellrned that unity ""'d" u s
 
inv i ncible, n ow , i r. pe a ce , thet all".., un i t y ",alees ua secu re . \ie
 
sough t to bring ell freed~.-loving netions tOgether in a eommuni ty
 
ued i cated t o the de f e nae end pr"servation of our sacred v alue• •
 
OUr dl1a,,0.. , f o rged in the cruc ib l e of Wllr , te"'pe r ed a nd s heped
 
by the realities of the poat-war world, has succeeded.' In Europe,
 
the threat has Deen contained, th" peace han been kept.
 

Today, th.. liVing here au.. ..i>led - - o fficiah, ve t er" n s. 
citi ~ena are a tr,ibute to wh,at Was a ch ievail here ~O years " go . 
This hnd ia a e cure . 'lie .. re free . These things ~r" worth fi ghting 
a nd dying for. ' 

Lisa Za"at ta Henn bega n he r sto ry by q uoting he r f at he r, 
~ho p r omis ed t hat ho, would r e t u r n t o 110......ndy . She e nd"d ..i t h a 
pro~is" t o h e r father, .. ho die d ~ years ajo of c .. nC€r, - " I ' m 
\Io ing there, Dad, a nd 1 ' 11 ""''' the beaches a nd the barric""',,s and 
the n>onwocnts. I'll aee t~ g rav"a and. I'll put fl o" en there just 
like yOU w~ted t o do. I'll feel all the th1nga you M..de"", f e e l 
throug:, your a tories and your eyea. I'll neve r f o r ge t what you went 
th r ough , Dad , nor wil l I let anyone "l8e forget . And, Dad , I 'll 
alw~y. be p roud. ' 

Through the wo r d n of hi" loving daughte r, who i a he re
 
with U5 today, a D-Day veteran has . hown U5 the Meaning of this dav
 
hr hB+ +Br +~_~ ••.. +._ -'" 
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RE M ARI(S : 

Please provide any edi t s directly to Ben Elliott by 10:00 a.m . 
Tuesday , May 29th, wi ~h an information copy ~o my office. 

Thank you . 

USPONSE : 

Ri<hard G. O~rma n 

A" iu ant to t he Presid ent 
h t 2702 
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KAT IO " AL SECl; kITY COUJ\C1 L 

4279 
AD D-ON 

MilY 31, 19B 4 

MEMORAN DUM FOR B.t:N ELLI OTT 

FROI': : ROBERT 1':. KIMMI TT I) . ~ 

SUBJECT : Omaha Beach Rema rk s 

The NSC concurs wi t h t he latest d raft of the Omaha Beach 
remarks . However, given t he t i me guidelines (3-5 minutes) r or 
the speech , we have indica ted whe r e we f eel t he r e mar k s could 
be tri~ed, including a suggested r e v i s e d and shortened 
conc lusion . 

Tab A - oma ha Beach Remark s wi suggested r e vis i o ns 
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PRESIDENTI AL RE~~RKS : O~~H A BEACH ~£HOR IAL RE~~RK S
 

I WEDNESDAY , JU NE 6 , 19S 4
 

lYle , ?w; ,9<-", \):"" "'8",;,. ,1 Guests: 
We stand t oday at a place o f b a ttl e , one t hat 40 years ago 

sav the wo r st o f ....a r , He n bled and d ied here for a fe ;.; feet o r 

inches of s and a s bullets and shell f ire c ut t h r ou g h thei r r a nk~. 

About them , General Omar Bradley la ter s aid : ~ Eve ry man who set 

foot on omaha Beach tha t day wa s a hero . ­

Wo r d s do no t do t h em just ice . S pe e c he s cannot portray thei r 

suffering , t h e i r s acrifice , thei r hero i ~m _ Pre s i d e nt Lincol n 

once r e minded u s that - - throu gh t he i r deeds -- t h e dead o f 

ba t t l e ha ve s p ok e n more e loque nt l y fo r themselve s tha n any o f the 

l i v i ng e v e r cou l d , that we c a n only honor them b y r~ dedica ti n g 

ourse l ve s to the cause fo r whi ch they gav e a last f ul l me a s ure of 

devo t ion . 

Today , we do r e d e d i c a t e ourselve s to tha t cause . And in 

this place o f honor, we a re humbled by t he rea l i z a t i o n of ho;.; 

much many h a ve gi ven t o t he cause o f free dom a nd t o thei r 

fellow man . 

Some who surv i v e d the ba t tle on Ju ne 6, 19 4. are he re today . 

Others ;.;ho hoped t o re turn neve r d id so . 

~ So me da y, Lis , I' ll go back, - said Pr i vate fi rst Class Pet e r 

Robert Zanat t a o f t h e 37t h Engineer Comba t Ba t talion of the f i r st 

assault "'ave t o hi t omaha Beach. " I ' l l go bac k and I ' ll see i t 

all agai n . I' ll see the beach, t he ba r ri c a des , and the graves . 

I' l l pu t a flow~ r on the graves o f the g uy s I r.n ew and on the 

gr.,v.. of t h e unknO"'n so l d ier - - a l l the guys I f ou gh t wi th ." 

http:8",;,.,1
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Thos e words o f Pr ivate Zanatta c ome t o u s from hi s d a ugh ter, 

Lisa Za n a t ta Henn , in a n e s s a y wr i t te n about a n eve nt her f a the r 

spo!"e o f of t e n : " the Normandy Invasion wou l d chan ge h i s life 

forever," s he sai d . 

She tel l s s Ome o f h i s s t ori e s of World Wa r I I, bu t says for 

he r f a ther " the stor y to e nd a ll s t or i es wa S D-Day . " 

"He If.ade me feel the fea r o f b ei ng o n t h at boat wa i t i ng to 

land . I can smell t he ocea n a nd feel t he seas i c kness . I ca n see 

t he look s o n his fell ow s old ie)'" s' f ac es , t h e fe a r , the anguish , 

the u nc e rt a i nty of what l a y a hea d . And when they land ed , I can 

feel t h e stre ngth and courage o f t he men who t ook t hose first 

steps t hrough t he tide t o wha t mus t h a ve s ure l y looked lik e 

i n stant death . " 

~riva te Za n at ta's daught e r says: "I don ' t k no'" h ow ox- why I 

can feel t hi s emptiness , this f ear , Or t his de te rmination , bu t 1 

do . Maybe it s the b ond I ha d wi t h my father . (I wa s r ea lly 

l u c ky -- we never got t ired o f t alking to ea ch oth e r . ) All 1 

know i s that it br ing s t ears to my e yes t o t hi nk a bout my f a ther 

as a 20 year old boy ha v ing t o f ace t ha t b ea Ch.~ 
She we n t On to s-ay how t I,e ann i ve r s a ry of D-Day fo r her a nd 

h e r family wa s alway s special ; a nd like al l the f ami l i es o f t hos e 

who went t o wa r. she d escri be s how she came t o rea l ize her own 

f a ther's survival was a mi x- a cle . 

" 50 many men d ied . I know t h at my fathe r wa t c he d many of 

h i s frien ds be ki lled. I k now t ha t he mus t have di ed insid e a 

l it tle each ti me. But hi s e xplanation t o me WaS 'You did wha t 

you had to do and you kep t on going .' " 
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~- WMy d a d wo n his s h o~e o t medals . He wa s a good soldie r and 

tought ha~d fo ~ his count ry . He wa s j u s t an ordi na ry guy , wit h 

immig rant I t a l i a n pa ren t s who never r e a l l y had enough mon e y . Bu ~ 

he wa S a proud man . Frou d o t his her it a ge , prou d of hi s country , 

proud that he fought i n ~or l d Wa r I I and p roud that h e li ved 

throu gh D-Day . •~ 
When men l i k e Pri v a t e Za natt a and al l o ur a l li ed for c e s 

storme d t he b e a ches of Norma nd y 40 year s a go, t hey Ca me not a s 

con quero r s , bu t as libe rator s . Wh~ n t h e s e t~oo ps s wep t a c r o s s 

the rren c h coun trysi de and into t he f orests o f Belgium and 

Luxembourg , they carne not t o ta ke , hu t t o r e s t o r e what had been 

;;rongly t a Ke n . When our forces marched into a ruined Germany , 

the y Came not t o p r e y o n a brave and defea ted people , but to 

nurture t h e seeds of democracy amon g t hose who yearned ag a in to 

b e f r e e . 

~e salute t h e m tod a y ; we also s alut e t h o s e wh o we r e alr e a dy 

enga gi ng the e nemy ins i d e thi s coun t r y - - t h e F ~ en ch 

Resi s t a nc e - - wh o s e val iant s e rvice fo r Fr a n c e did so muc h t o 

crippl e t he enemy i n t h e i r mi dst a nd a s s i s t i n t h e advanc e o f the 

invad ing a~mies of libe r a tion . These Fr ench Forces of t he 

Interio~ wi l l foreve r offer us an image o f courage and na tional 

spi ri t , and wil l be a permanen t i nspiration t o t h o se wh o are f ree 

and a l l t ho s e wh o wo u ld be f ree . 

T his day, we celebr~t e the triumph o f democracy . Thi s da y , 

we reaf firm t h e unity o f democrat ic peoples who fough t ~ wa r and 

then j oi ne d wi t h the vanquished in a fi rm resol ve to k e e p the 

pea~ e f r om tha t ti me o n . 



r age 4 

Fr om a terrible _a~, we learned t hat uni t y made us 

i nvinc ibl e : no"", in peace , that slime u ni ty ca n llIake us s e c u r e. 

We sou gh t the i nclusion o ~ a l l f reedo~ -lovin g nations in a 

communi t y dedicated t o the de fense a nd pre s e r va t i o n o f ou~ sac~ed 

values . Ou r alliance , forg e d in t he c rucible of Mar , tempere d 

and s h a p ed b y the rea l iti es of the pos t-wa r wo r l d, has succe e de d 

in th is end . I n Europe , the th r e a t has been contai ned . The 

ol\: \?.c ...... ,..., . ~Q 3.~ l~'\ -t-v,"-<:J, \""""'1-''''["'''>
pea c e has be en r.ept . , \ hL. ' " , (. L _ f\ • ~h. ' ....... ~ , ......... ~ ",-,- _ .. """,",-, r"''-'·..-r .. ~ >"''' 
~~Oday, the living here assemb l e d - - officials , v e t erans, 

citizens - - are a tribut e to what was achieved here 40 yea r s ago . 

Th i s land i s secure . ~e are free . The s e t h i ng s we r e wor th 

fi \ht ing -- and dying 

Li sa Za na t t a Henn bega n he r essay with a quote f r om he r 

fathe r , who f r e q ue nt ly promised he wo u l d return to No r ma ndy. Sh e 

ended he r essay wi th a quot e from hersel f , promising he r fa ther , 

who d i e d eigh t years ago of cance r , tha t s he WQuld ':/0 i n his 

p l ace and s ee th e g raves and the flower s and t he ceremo ni e s 

honoring the vet e r an s of D-Day. She promised him , " . I' 11 

ree l all the t h i ng s you made me feel t hrough you r s to ri e s and 

you r eyes.­

-I wil l never f o r get what you wen t th rough, Dad , no r ~il l 

le t anyone e l s e forge t and Dad , ] '11 al ways be proud . ~ 

Throuqh t he wo r ds a l ov i nq dauqh te r - - who i s here with us 

today -- a D-Day vete~an ha s q ~ven us the meaning of t h is day fa r 

better t ha n any Presiden t can. I t is e no ugh f or us t o say about 

Privat e Za na t t a and all the men of honor a nd courage who f o uqht 

b e side him four de c ades ago : ~e will al~ ay s r eme mber. He will 

a l way s be pr o~ 

I 



(Insert for Page 4) 

As I look out on the sea o f gravestones , my final thought s 

dwe ll o n the he roism , pa t r i o t i s m a nd supreme sa c r i fi<;:e o f our 

men and voe.en buried her e . They are fittingly honored by this 

memor ial . Fo r t ho s e , su ch a s Private Zanatta , who bravely 

f ought and returned from the se s ho r es, we rejoice i n their 

return to the hope s a nd d r e ams t hey had left behind . Yet , I 

cannot help to l o ok into the faces o f t he living he re assembled 

-- offic ia l s , vetera ns , c iti~ e ns - - and say t his is the 

grea te st tribute of al L We are f re e . Thi s la nd i s secu r e . 

And our peoples a r e e nr i c h ed becau s e democracy wa s wo r t h 

fighting - - and dying -- for . 
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THE WHITE HOUS E
 

WASHINGTON
 

May 10, 1 9 8 ~ 

Dea r Li sa ; 

Thank you for you~ l e t t e r to ?resiaent Reagan. 

The President has requested the Secre tary of Defense to include 
you a nd your family on ~he United States Invitation List for the 
Omaha Beach commemoration on the 6th of June . 

You should receive an o f f ic i a l invi tation from t~e Secretary of 
Def ense in a few d ays. Unfortunately, intercont inenta l travel 
and accomodations cannot be provided by the United States 
government. However, you will be given whatever ass istance i s 
required once you arrive in France . 

Please ~rovide me as soon as possible the names and addresses of 
other members of your f amily wha des ire to attend the c o~~emora~ion . 

If you have any questions or there is a ny t h i n g e l s e I can do f or 
you, please write or call me on- ( 20 2 ) 456 -2150 . 

Sincerely, 

- /1, f/.'~ J:<./ .I. ·P. CA ~I D
 
Colonel, U. S. Mar ine Corps
 

De pu t y ",irector
 
h~it e Hou s e Mi l itary Office
 

~s. Lisa Zan a t t a Henn 
11 00 Elmwood Drive 
Millbrae , Ca lifornia 94 03 0 



Ibnald Reagll.ll . pres tdeat. 
united seetes o f hnerica 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave . 
llia s h i :1gtDll. OC 2Q5(X) 

tell.:' IC' . P='esident: 

I am w:-i ti~ this letter to ask fo r you:- essdstacce, 

I have reed ::-ecently nat you a:-e planning to a t tend the 40th MEmOr ial 
o f D DaV.L 

\4y fa ttler . Pe ter Robert zanat t& . we. 37th Engineer Canbat Battalion, 
l a nded on t he Firs t Wave on O:aha Beach on D Day. nus event -s probably 
the most imp::>rtant event of his life . lie al......ys planned to go b&ck 
scmeday. Since he is 110 IOflll:er l iving - my mther, brothers and t are 
planni~ to a t tend . ~ woul~l!.t te !l d_no t...lus t a s tourists but as 
re!X'esen tative s o f the lJ'iiI"fid States . I don' t know if t he r e ... ill be any 
s p<1c1al envoys to Normandy, but i f there are. we would like to be part of 
thtfl\ . we plan to get t.nere a ny _y we c an , but i t would be n i ce to be 
part o f a group o f proud iYrle r i c a ns -mo al though may not have been there 
know t he lLIlguish a nd pride of erose -mo faced t ha t day . 

t 'o'QUld appreciate it it you would forward this l etter to anyone that coold 
p:l6sibly help my fl1ll1i.ly ::-eal1ze this drellll\ . Please l<1x:Nt that 1 am available 
to help you in any....y I CM . I am encl06ing a sinrt sccrv 1 e rete about my 
father tha t e xplains D;:N deepl y I feel abcut attending th i s Mmorial . 

I c an be contacted a t: 

Usa za.natta Henn 
1100 E1r.IOIOCd Dr. 
lCi llb :-ae . Cali !ornia 94403 
( 415 ) 588-6609 

00 
1340 Sorth Dea....bern, Apt 16£ 
O11cago . Illinois SOtH O 
(31 2) 44Q.-.9395 

1 'fI'Quld ap~iate lLDy assi stance you c an gh'e me. 

Thank you . 

Since r ely . 



"&neday , Lis, I'll go eecs." 

-&Jneday , u.s, I'll go beck , I'll go back I.tld I'll gee it all &gain , I'll see t he 

beach, the ~i.cades, and t he r.aves. I'll pu t a fio",,:- on the g:-aves o! tbe 

guys I knt'W and on the gr-ave of the 1II1cn0'0'll solide:- - al l :he ~ys 1 fougtlt W1 C:.­

I I'IeI&r'd my fathe:" say t hese -..oros hund:"eds and hund::-eds o f tlJres to::- 1.5 long 

as I can ranallbe:' . WIle n he said t~ , he &1.....ys looked 111<e he AS screenere else , 

lIy dad landed on -the beach---First ae ve , Q:Ia.ha B<oach , The Invasion o f 

~ r:nandY . June 6 , 1944 , The inf81:OUS D-llIl.y . ~t many pgop].e my lIge knoW or even 

care!LboJ t this day but I al_ys W1.11-I can' t ;"<;mantle::- when i t " SII ' t 1mp:>rtant 

I i<I\()OII most fa.the r s tell t he i r kids war stori e s , The kids s tar t to roll their 

eyes a nd say "011 00, not again. 'lIe' ve heard th~ all a million tiJres ," My brot he r s 

and I nev e r sa1d t hli.t i n our house . No matte r f1O'l/ many times we hea.:-d the stories, 

\lie never got tired o f then. I t r-ted to f1iure oct why my dad's stories we:-e 

d i f feren t . The only t hil\& I csme up '""i t h 1s that he ma.de you se<e it all , made you 

f eel hOor it oust have been . 

My dad _ 5 18 yell.:'s old w en he went into 'oio:-ld ~ a :-d II . Eighteen - when I 

-.s 18 , I VadtatEd f ::-an higll scllool and the only heavy decisions I had to ...ke sere 

..nat college I wanted to go to 0 :' Wllat kind o f c eo I wanted my ~ :-ent$ to buy me. 

Ileal I1fe and death situnions. ~t when my dad was 18 he had 00 clJo1ces, he een t 

and fought fo r his county and was p.-ou:I to do i t . He never even tlnught wtee 

II.bwt it . &.It those th.-ee yea.::-s and t he No=jy Invasion <oould change his life 

foreve r , 

(1) 



I eM only reTlEfTlber !i few of the stories he told us. There was o ne about a 

casUe in Europe that had a long 'lfind ing staircase . I guess my dad a nd hi s d i vi sion 

wer-e cam ping t here for the night. Most of the guys »ere my dad's age, so being kids 

they slid down the banister. This always strocK my brothers and roo so fun ny 

_ t ha t my dad slid dOJm sere banist e r , in sane castle in sane s t r-an ge city i n 

Eur-ope during the war. I t seens they f ound a mcrren t to be kids in a s i tuation 

that '/oOuld turn thEm old befo re their time . 

I alffi reeereer t he story abult how he had to lay for a long per-tee of time on 

top of a dead solder IVi thout JIOviog as GermllIl troops plowed by . He tol d us of I>:>w 

he \Io3.S afraid to breath because the Germans might see ru.m; o f how t he £mell of the 

dead man made him so sick . We just looked at h im IVi t h a""€ and without r eally 

conpreheooing it all . /'bt then anyway . 

'rnere ""€ r e many stories - ou-raeee.s over there when the shoot ing s topped f o r 

a few minutes at midnight and turkey dinners f en fron the s"y ; o f giving his f oed 

to starving c hildren EO t he y IloQwd stop eating garbage; of be ing i nj ured and t he n 

sent right back to t he fron t; of the beauty o f Paris even with the de struc t i o n of 

_r; o f the guys he knew - who lived and fought right next to him and those who 

died; of the ffingS they sung ( t ha t he taught us to sing) ; and of be ing afraid a nd 

yet go ing on eve ry day _ just trying to live and make it back to t he g l ori ous 

place called hcmo . 

&It the s tory to end all stories _s [)....Lay. No single inciden t i n my dad 's 

IHe ever nElllI t "Ore to him and I ClllI unders tand why . 

As I said earlier, my dad l anded o n CiTIaha Beach on the First Wav e. Even 

WlJen I was s-eri a nd he would t ell us about D-~y, I c o uld t ell by t he look i n his 

e ye s tha t t his _s different _ this va s the bigges t th i ng t ha t harl ever happo:nw 

i n ms i t re , 

(2)
 



~ made me feel the fear of being on tne t boa-:; '.oai ting to land. I Call snell 

the ocean and feel the seasickness. I can see the looks on his fellow soioae-s ' 

faces, the fear, the anguish, the uncertainty of what lay a neec . And when they 

landed, I can feel the strength and courage of the men who took those fi r s -:; steps 

through the tide to what must have sLJre1y 10000ed like i ns t a nt death . I don't lmow 

OOWor why ! can feel this rnlptiness, this rear , or this determination, but I do. 

MayDe its the bard I had lilith my father . (! was l'eal ly lucky _ \lie never got tired 

of talking to each other). All I knCNI is that it brings tears to my eyes to t hink 

aboot by father as a 20 year old boy having to fa.ce that beach . 

When I grew older . I read everything on D-Dl.y that I could find. As i t turned 

out, the fact that my bther lived to tell his children abo...:t it _ s a miracle. 

&:> many men died . I knOli t ha t my tathe:- ..atehed many of his friends be killed. 

! kn ow that he must have died inside a little eech time . But his explanation to 

me ..as _ " You did what you hlld to do and you kept on going ." 

My dad won his shal'e of medals . ·He _15 a good soldier and fought ha:-d for his 

coertry, He never considered himself or what he had done as anything sI:€ical. But 

I al_ys did . I guess roost kids put their father'S on pedestals, but I truly believe 

my father belonge::!. on one. He gave up three years of his life and when he came back, 

everything was differ'erIt. fut he "",nt on. He v"a s just an ortlinary guy. with 

imnigrant Italian parents ~ never really had enough rconey , But he _15 a protrl 

man. l':"oud of his heritage, proud of his country, proud that he fought in World 

'/I11r' II and prom tha t he Lived through a-rev . 

June 6th is a spocial day at my family's house. When we were younger, my 

dad's best friend would cere over . and he and my dad would just si t i n our ki t<;'hen 

and drink and "talk about old times until the early hou.-s of the nor-mng , They 

had been friends since they wer e e ight year-s old and had both fO'.1ght in t he war . 

COl 



----"" ---------~
 ..----Th-,-,--- ......r at course; of tbeLr lost childho:xl (you can't ever " talked of the 

be the same can you?) ; of t he friends they had lost . sore people would say that 

they made teo much of it or hung OIl to the muoo~ies teo long. But tnw can anyone 

forget sareth1ng like thllt? I never will "'00 it all happonec! 12 years befo~e 1 

_5 even bee-n , 

My dad is gone now. Its been eight yee-s. He ?ied fighting a wa r against 

cancer. Even then the experience of D-Cfty _5 on his mind. When he _5 just about 

.",lidy 'to go into su.-gery, I asked him 00\11 he was doing . He looked at me and 

said, "Lis , I feel just 11lte 1 did at the Invasion of Normandy. I don' t know 

if I' ll live or die ." 

ybe he Lg a thing i n his life . Maybe my family and I 

e tried / to this plU't of my father's life and make it rlD!'e than what it _5 . I ' v

,	 
to rrake my friends understand what 1 feel , but they all just lo:lk at me like I'm
 

kim of strange . Maybe if they hall listened to my dad, t hey ""3uld feel t he \tilly

(	 

\ , 
I do. I guess 1I05t peopfe my age feel tha t it 1111 happened so long ago , why
 

should they think eccut it.
 \
But it _ s and always will be a big event. I t changed everyone's lives -c-tnen 

and rJCJW . Everyone takes it for gr-anted, Maybe that's what made my dad different. 

After he fought one of the most impor-tant. battles in our nation's history, he could 

never take anything for grlUlted again. 

It will always affect me too. Wa r movies, old songs, stories of the war , all 

Of it gets to me. I mC1O' a lot of i t is because my dad is gone !lOI\', aM these things 

»ere so much a par-t of his life . &It it eas those events that made him 

~s - the rran that carre to be my father. 

the man he 

(' ) 



---

,---- \¥:len I talk of :o.ct. I a lwajl s say he landed on the First Wave a. t Onaha geac h ' '''~ 

Fls'Ople are IiJllazed t hat 1 even know o r care about t hat day or e ven t at all. But ~ ' m/ 
" j us t so proud of i t and I always rill be. ~ 

----. "I-'m gc rng.. ther e scrneday , teo , and 

t he m:murrents. I ' ll see t he graves and I'll put the n.oeer-s t here just like you 

wanted to do . I ' ll see t he cer enonies honoring t l)e ve t€rans o f D-D:l.y and I' l l fee l 

IUl t he things you made rre feel t hrough your stori es and your eyes. I' ll never 

forget wie t. you went through , !)l.d, nor n Il I l e t anyone else fo rge t _ and COld, 

I'll a.l_ys be protrl ." 

Li sa zaneeta Henn 
March, 1984 
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