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HOUSE RESOLUTION 678

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S.,
December 15, 2000.

Resolved, That a revised edition of the Rules and Man-
ual of the House of Representatives for the One Hundred
Seventh Congress be printed as a House document, and
that three thousand additional copies shall be printed and
bound for the use of the House of Representatives, of
which nine hundred copies shall be bound in leather with
thumb index and delivered as may be directed by the Par-
liamentarian of the House.

Attest:
JEFF TRANDAHL,

Clerk.

(III)
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[V]

P R E F A C E

The House Rules and Manual contains the fundamental
source material for parliamentary procedure used in the
House of Representatives: the Constitution of the United
States; applicable provisions of Jefferson’s Manual; Rules
of the House (as of the date of this preface); provisions of
law and resolutions having the force of Rules of the
House; and pertinent decisions of the Speakers and other
presiding officers of the House and Committee of the
Whole interpreting the rules and other procedural author-
ity used in the House of Representatives.

The rules for the One Hundred Seventh Congress were
adopted on January 3, 2001, when the House agreed to
House Resolution 5. In addition to a series of changes to
various standing rules, House Resolution 5 included sepa-
rate free-standing orders constituting procedures to be fol-
lowed in the One Hundred Seventh Congress. Expla-
nations of the changes to the standing rules appear in the
annotations following each rule in the text of this Manual.

In the One Hundred Sixth Congress, the House adopted
a recodification of the Rules of the House. For an expla-
nation of the recodified format, see the Preface and other
introductory matter for the House Rules and Manual for
the One Hundred Sixth Congress (H. Doc. 105–358).

The substantive changes in the standing rules made by
House Resolution 5 of the 107th Congress included:

(1) permission for the Clerk to publish certain docu-
ments in a form other than printed (clause 2 of rule II);

(2) transfer of the responsibility for the engrossment
and enrollment process from the Committee on House Ad-
ministration to the Clerk (clause 2 of rule II);

(3) expansion of the application of rule VIII to adminis-
trative subpoenas (rule VIII);

(4) redesignation of the Committee on Commerce as the
Committee on Energy and Commerce and of the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Services as the Com-
mittee on Financial Services (clause 1 of rule X);

(5) expansion of the jurisdiction of the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services to include securities and exchanges (for-
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PREFACE

merly within the jurisdiction of the Committee on Com-
merce) and insurance generally (clause 1 of rule X);

(6) expansion of the oversight plan each standing com-
mittee submits to the Committees on Government Reform
and on House Administration to include review of specific
problems with Federal rules, regulations, statutes, and
court decisions (clause 2 of rule X);

(7) additional special oversight responsibility of the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence over the intel-
ligence community (clause 3 of rule X);

(8) removal of the requirement that the Committee on
House Administration provide policy direction to the
Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Chief Administrative Officer
(clause 4(a) of rule II; clause 4(d) of rule X);

(9) increase in the size of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence (clause 11 of rule X);

(10) preservation of all committee requirements for a
majority quorum found in House rules (clause 2 of rule
XI);

(11) removal of the word ‘‘investigative’’ from the rule
governing hearing procedures (clause 2(k) of rule XI);

(12) particularization of the availability of an assertion
that evidence given in committee has a tendency to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate a person (clause 2(k) of rule
XI);

(13) limitation of the requirement that a committee fur-
nish its rules to a witness to instances when the witness
so requests (clause 2(k) of rule XI);

(14) elimination of the three-day availability require-
ment for a supplemental report that only corrects errors
in the depiction of record votes (clause 3(a) of rule XIII).

(15) replacement of the requirement that committees in-
clude in their reports oversight findings and recommenda-
tions by the Committee on Government Reform with a re-
quirement that they include a statement of performance
goals and objectives (clause 3(c) of rule XIII);

(16) requirement that a report of the Committee on Ap-
propriations contain additional detail on the status of un-
authorized appropriations (clause 3(f) of rule XIII);

(17) elimination of the three-day availability require-
ment for a report to accompany a bill called from the Cor-
rections Calendar (clause 4 of rule XIII; clause 6 of rule
XV);

(18) conversion of the rule governing the use of exhibits
on the floor from one requiring a vote by the House on the
use of an exhibit to which a Member objected to merely
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permitting the Chair, in its discretion, to submit the ques-
tion of its use to the House (clause 6 of rule XVII);

(19) inclusion of standing authority, previously con-
tained in separate special orders, for the Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole to postpone requests for recorded
votes on amendments and to reduce the minimum dura-
tion of those votes, after the first, to five minutes (clause
6 of rule XVIII);

(20) prohibition against the consideration of a measure
designating a public work in honor of a serving Member
of Congress (clause 6 of rule XXI);

(21) restoration of the notice requirement for a privi-
leged 20-day motion to instruct conferees from legislative
day to calendar day and clarification of the elements at-
tending the privilege (clause 7 of rule XXII);

(22) prohibition against the inclusion of argument in a
motion to instruct conferees or a motion to recommit to
conference (clause 7 of rule XXII);

(23) repeal of the rule providing for automatic passage
and engrossment of a measure adjusting the statutory
limit on public debt (former rule XXIII);

(24) prohibition against the paid employment of a
spouse (clause 8 of rule XXIII);

(25) requirement of the Clerk to make those who have
signed the oath permitting access to classified information
a matter of public record (clause 13 of rule XXIII);

(26) prohibition against certain lobbying by consultants
paid by the House (clause 14 of rule XXIII); and

(27) clarification of the definition of an employee under
the Gift Rule (clauses 4 and 5 of rule XXV);

Deputy Parliamentarians John Sullivan and Tom Dun-
can, and Assistant Parliamentarians Muftiah McCartin,
Tom Wickham, and Ethan Lauer worked diligently to pre-
pare the codification and to annotate the decisions of the
Chair and other parliamentary precedents of the 106th
Congress and of the 107th Congress to date of publication.
Gay Topper, Deborah Khalili, and Brian Cooper contrib-
uted their clerical skills to the preparation of this edition.
All of their contributions, especially those of Muftiah
McCartin in the preparation of this Manual, are gratefully
acknowledged.

Citations in this edition refer to:
(1) Hinds’ Precedents of the House of Representatives of

the United States (volumes I through V) and Cannon’s
Precedents of the House of Representatives of the United
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States (volumes VI through VIII), by volume and section
(e.g., V, 5763; VIII, 2852);

(2) Deschler’s Precedents of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives (volumes 1 through 9) and the Deschler-
Brown Precedents of the U.S. House of Representatives
(volumes 10 through 15), by volume, chapter, and section
(e.g., Deschler’s Precedents, vol. 8, ch. 26, sec. 79.7; Desch-
ler-Brown Precedents, vol. 10, ch. 28, sec. 4.26);

(3) the Congressional Record, by date and page (e.g.,
Jan. 29, 1986, p. 684);

(4) House Practice (1996), by page (e.g., House Practice,
p. 293);

(5) Deschler-Brown Procedure in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives (4th edition and 1987 supplement), by chap-
ter and section (e.g., Procedure, ch. 5, sec. 8.1);

(6) the United States Code, by title and section (e.g., 2
U.S.C. 287); and

(7) the United States Reports, by volume and page (e.g.,
395 U.S. 486).

Readers are invited to refer to the prefaces of Hinds’,
Cannon’s, and Deschler’s Precedents (Volumes I, VI, and
1, respectively) for comprehensive overviews by those edi-
tors of the procedural history of the House of Representa-
tives from 1789 to 1976.

CHARLES W. JOHNSON
MARCH 15, 2001
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GENERAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

RULE XIV

First. Prayer by Chaplain.
Second. Approval of Journal.
Third. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Fourth. Correction of reference of public bills.
Fifth. Disposal of business on Speaker’s table.
Sixth. Unfinished business.
Seventh. The morning hour for the consideration of bills.
Eighth. Motions to go into the Committee of the Whole House on the

state of the Union.
Ninth. Orders of the day.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

MONDAYS

Second and fourth Mondays:
Motions to discharge committees. Rule XV, clause 2.
District of Columbia Business. Rule XV, clause 4.

Every Monday:
Motions to suspend rules. Rule XV, clause 1.

TUESDAYS

First and third Tuesdays:
Private Calendar. Rule XV, clause 5. Individual private bills consid-

ered on first Tuesday of each month, omnibus private bills may be
considered on third Tuesday of each month.

Second and fourth Tuesdays:
Corrections Calendar. Rule XV, clause 6.

Every Tuesday:
Motions to suspend rules. Rule XV, clause 1.

WEDNESDAYS

Call of Committees under Calendar Wednesday. Rule XV, clause 7.
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