
Glos sary

This Glos sary de fines many of the tech ni cal terms used in
this re port.

Crude Oil: A mix ture of hy dro car bons that ex ist in the
liq uid phase in nat u ral un der ground res er voirs and re main
liq uid at at mo spheric pres sure af ter pass ing through sur -
face sep a rat ing fa cil i ties. Crude oil may also in clude:

• Small amounts of hy dro car bons that ex ist in the gas eous 
phase in nat u ral un der ground res er voirs but are liq uid at 
at mo spheric pres sure af ter be ing re cov ered from oil
well (casinghead) gas in lease sep a ra tors, and that sub -
se quently are com min gled with the crude stream with -
out be ing sep a rately mea sured.

• Small amounts of nonhydrocarbons pro duced with the
oil.

Field: An area con sist ing of a sin gle res er voir or mul ti ple
res er voirs all grouped on or re lated to the same in di vid ual
geo log i cal struc tural fea ture and/or strati graphic con di tion. 
There may be two or more res er voirs in a field which are
sep a rated ver ti cally by in ter ven ing im per vi ous strata, or
lat er ally by lo cal geo logic bar ri ers, or by both. (See Res -
er voir)

Field Area: A geo graphic area en com pass ing two or more 
pools that have a com mon gath er ing and me ter ing sys tem, 
the re serves of which are re ported as a sin gle unit. This
con cept ap plies pri mar ily to the Ap pa la chian re gion. (See
Pool)

Field Dis cov ery Year: The cal en dar year in which a field
was first rec og nized as con tain ing eco nom i cally re cov er -
able ac cu mu la tions of oil and/or gas.

Nat u ral Gas: A mix ture of hy dro car bon com pounds and
small quan ti ties of var i ous nonhydrocarbons ex ist ing in
the gas eous phase or in so lu tion with crude oil in nat u ral
un der ground res er voirs at res er voir con di tions. The prin ci -
pal hy dro car bons usu ally con tained in the mix ture are
meth ane, eth ane, pro pane, bu tane, and pentane. Typ i cal
nonhydrocarbon gases which may be pres ent in res er voir
nat u ral gas are car bon di ox ide, he lium, hy dro gen sul fide,
and ni tro gen. Un der res er voir con di tions, nat u ral gas and
the liquefiable por tions oc cur ei ther in a sin gle gas eous
phase in the res er voir or in so lu tion with crude oil and are
not dis tin guish able at the time as sep a rate sub stances.

Pool: In gen eral, a res er voir. In cer tain sit u a tions a pool
may con sist of more than one res er voir. (See Field Area)

Res er voir: A po rous and per me able un der ground for ma -
tion con tain ing an in di vid ual and sep a rate nat u ral ac cu mu -
la tion of pro duc ible hy dro car bons (oil and/or gas) which is 
con fined by im per me able rock or wa ter bar ri ers and is
char ac ter ized by a sin gle nat u ral pres sure sys tem.

Sub di vi sion: A pre scribed por tion of a given State or
other geo graph ical re gion de fined in this pub li ca tion for
sta tis ti cal re port ing pur poses.
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Fig ure 1.  Sub di vi sions of Alaska

Source: Af ter U.S. Geo logi cal Sur vey.
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Fig ure 2.  Sub di vi sions of Cali for nia

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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Fig ure 3.  Sub di vi sions of Lou isi ana

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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Fig ure 4.  Sub di vi sions of New Mex ico

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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Fig ure 5.  Sub di vi sions of Texas

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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Fig ure 6.  West ern Plan ning Area, Gulf of Mex ico Outer Con ti nen tal Shelf Re gion

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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Fig ure 7.  Cen tral Plan ning Area, Gulf of Mex ico Outer Con ti nen tal Shelf Re gion

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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Fig ure 8.  East ern Plan ning Area, Gulf of Mex ico Outer Con ti nen tal Shelf Re gion

Source: En ergy In for ma tion Ad min istra tion, Of fice of Oil and Gas.
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