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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require

alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an
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Abstract: This FEIS focuses specifically on the management of the Dewey Moore,
Mile-Hi, Simonds and Vines landing strips; the appropriate level of recreational floating
on the Wild sections of the Middle Fork of the Salmon River and Salmon River; the
appropriate level of opportunity for private recreational jetboat use on the Wild Salmon
River; and the appropriate management of the Painter Bar Road.

Alternatives A through E evaluate varying approaches to management topics presented
above. Alternative A is the No Action Alternative, which continues existing management
direction. Alternative B has a primitive emphasis while Alternative C emphasizes
providing access to the Wilderness. Alternative D is the selected alternative and is a
modification of Alternative 6 from the Supplemental DEIS. Alternative E is Alternative
6 from the Supplemental DEIS.

Because the FEIS incorporates a more focused decision structure than either the Draft or
Supplemental Draft EIS the Forest Service is providing a 45-day opportunity for
comment on the FEIS. The final decisions will be based on information presented in this
FEIS and on information received from comments on the FEIS. A Record of Decision
and accompanying Management Plan for the Frank Church—River of No Return
Wilderness will be released following analysis and review of the comments received on

the FEIS.
For information Ken Wotring
Or to send Comments FC-RONR Wilderness Coordinator
Submit to: 50 Hwy 93 South

Salmon, ID 83467
(208) 756-5131

email: comments-intermtn-salmon-challis@fs.fed.us Your comments must be received by October 27, 2003.



PREFACE

The Frank Church —River of No Return Wilderness (FC—RONRW) was established
in 1980 when congress passed the Central Idaho Wilderness Act (CIWA). To
many, the FC-RONRW exemplifies the National Wilderness Preservation System
and the State of Idaho. The Forest Service administrative framework for managing
the National Forest System lands within the FC-RONRW is as complex as the
lands themselves. The six National Forests (NFs) and two administrative Regions
that administer the wilderness have worked together over the last decade to identify
and propose changes to the various plans that provide management direction to
forest managers.

During this period your interests and those of others have caused us to consider and
evaluate a number of possible changes to the management plans that govern
activities within the FC-RONRW. The resulting Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) and Supplement to the Draft (SDEIS) were, as some reviewers
said, confusing at best. Therefore, we have taken a hard look at our original
objectives in proposing revision and have made some changes in this Final EIS
designed to simplify and clarify our proposed action and alternatives examined.
Some of those changes are:

Decision Framework - Revision of the FC-RONRW Management Plan is
implemented through amendment of the Land and Resource Management Plans
(Forest Plans) for the Bitterroot, Boise, Challis, Nez Perce, Payette, and Salmon
NF’s. Forest Plans are programmatic documents that establish goals, objectives
and standards for management actions and are designed to provide broad direction
— they do not make site-specific decisions for management actions. Therefore, we
have taken a hard look at the actions and decisions proposed and evaluated in the
DEIS and SEIS. Our review identified a number of actions that are not
appropriately decided in a programmatic document, are not “ripe” for decision, are
not within the Forest Service’s authority to issue, or should be made in accordance
with the terms and conditions of special use permits or other authorizations for use
and occupancy of National Forest lands. A detailed description of the revised
decision framework is included in Chapter 1 of the FEIS.

Alternatives Considered — Public comments received in response to the DEIS and
SDEIS provided suggestions for alternative methods for achieving the purpose and
need. A number of the alternatives considered in the previous documents were
combined for the FEIS, and portions of some alternatives will be decided in other
ways through the revised Decision Framework. The changes are described in more
detail in Chapter 2 of the FEIS.

Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences — these chapters of the
DEIS and SDEIS contained detailed descriptions of the history of the FC-RONRW



and the many resources it contains. Many parts of these descriptions did not
describe resources that would be affected by the management actions proposed in
the FEIS. These parts have been moved into appendices to the FEIS, making it
simpler to track the affected resources through Chapter 3 and the effects of the
actions in Chapter 4, while maintaining the information in a readily available place.
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