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Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations

The Department of State’s Bureau of Overseas Buildings Operations (OBO) has developed a Standard Embassy Design (SED) that it is using for the majority of its capital projects.  The SED lays out the process to plan, design, and construct new embassy compounds.  It consists of a series of documents, including site and building plans, specifications, design criteria, an application manual describing its adaptation for a specific project, and contract requirements.

The SED documents identify prescriptive requirements by incorporating embedded architectural and engineering concepts to assure that new facilities are safe, secure, and functional.  In developing the SED, OBO revised its standard space parameters, updated its design criteria, evaluated previous projects to identify and incorporate best practices, determined what items had been problematic in previous projects, and incorporated industry standards into the project. 

The SED uses the design build method of project delivery.  It is anticipated that use of the SED will reduce the overall duration of a project by 34 percent from the initiation of site selection to project completion.  This will enable the State Department to provide new facilities to a greater number of diplomatic posts in a shorter period of time.  Savings of $63 million, achieved from the Fiscal Year 2002 projects and reinvested in the capital program, allowed OBO to plan for one additional facility.

The State Department views the new Standard Embassy Design as the model for meeting its mandate to replace quickly and cost effectively the embassies and consulates that do not provide adequate security for US diplomatic personnel and functions.

For more information, contact Ms. Sandra Donovan at 703-875-6365 or via e-mail at donovansk@state.gov
