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West Coast Salmon Recovery Planning

26 ESU’s (Evolutionarily Significant Units) 
listed on the West Coast



Oregon Coast 
Coho 

Evolutionarily 
Significant Unit

ESU 

A collection of 
one or more 

salmon 
populations 
that share 

similar genetic, 
ecological, and 

life history 
traits.

Oregon  
Coast ESU 
for Coho 
extends   
from:

South of                  
the   
Columbia 
River

To Cape 
Blanco 



Recovery Planning
NOAA Fisheries Approach

• Identify recovery planning areas
•Oregon coast coho salmon – coastal ESU

• Address all species (within NOAA Fisheries jurisdiction) in the 
ESU that are listed on the Endangered Species Act

• Appoint Recovery Science Review Panel (RSRP) to oversee 
science on the entire West Coast

• Appoint Technical Recovery Team for each recovery planning 
area to identify biological threats to the species

• Establish a policy forum of stakeholders that will work with the
Technical Recovery Team to establish the recovery plan.



Recovery Plans must contain:

1) Objective, measurable goals for delisting

2) Comprehensive list of actions necessary to achieve 
delisting goals 

3) Estimate of the cost and time required to carry out these 
actions

ESA - Recovery Planning

Recovery Plans also include: 

•Assessment of factors that led to population declines 
and/or which are impeding recovery

•Comprehensive monitoring and evaluation program for 
gauging effectiveness of recovery measures

Phase I

Phase II



Recovery Plan Components

Watershed Action Plans
+

Estuary/Nearshore Actions
+

Freshwater Actions
+ 

Harvest Actions
+

Hatchery Actions
+

Natural and Climatic Variability
+

Economic Evaluation
+

Monitoring & Evaluation

Population 
Recovery 

Goals
+

ESU 
Recovery 

Goals
+ 

Limiting 
Factors

ESA 

Recovery 

Plan



Phase I    Technical Recovery Team
-Oregon Coast Coho Workgroup-

Workgroup Tasks

• Identify coho populations

• Identify viability criteria for each 
population within the ESU

• Characterize the relationship 
between habitat and fish 
productivity 

• Identify factors for decline and 
limiting factors

• Identify early actions for 
recovery

• Identify research, monitoring, 
and evaluation needs

• Serve as science advisors to 
groups charged with developing 
measures to achieve recovery 
goals

Workgoup Members 
Pete Lawson (co-chair) 
NOAA Fisheries NW Fisheries Science 
Center, Newport

Chuck Huntington
Clearwater Biostudies Inc

Tom Nickelson
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Corvallis

Gordon Reeves
U.S. Forest Service, Corvallis
Tom Wainwright
NOAA Fisheries NW Fisheries Science 
Center, Newport
Tommy  Williams (co-chair)

NOAA Fisheries SW Fisheries Science 
Center, Santa Cruz, CA



Proposed Draft Workgroup Products 

Historical Populations Report (2003)
Population Viability Analysis (2004)

ESU Viability Criteria (2004)

Public comment is welcome on these draft products. 
The TRT will consider your comments as they revise 

these reports.

Check out the website for these documents and other information:

www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/trt/index.html


