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NOP collaborate with NOSB 
on organic grower group 

certification
Following talks on grower groups 

with Andrea Caroe, Chair of the 
National Organic Standards Board 
(NOSB), the US National Organic 
Program (NOP) contacted all USDA 
certifying agents regarding the NOP’s 
future approach towards grower group 
certification. The email, sent out on 2 
May 2007 by Barbara Robinson, Dep-
uty Administrator of NOP, said that 
the NOP has come to the following 
determination: ‘effective immediately:
•	 NOP will do rulemaking to address 

the concerns that we have in the 
Program, but

•	 NOP will also collaborate with the 
NOSB about this, and it will be on 
the agenda for the meeting with the 
NOSB in the autumn. 

•	 In the interim, NOP will republish 
the NOSB recommendation on 
grower group certification on their 
website under ‘Today’s News’.

Accredited certifying agencies 
(ACAs) are reminded that as long as 
they use the NOSB recommendation 
for interim guidance, no enforcement 
action will be taken by the NOP re-
lated to grower group certification. 
The NOSB recommendation is quite 
detailed in scope.’

The email also pointed out that 
some areas of the NOP regulations 
might be amended, or suggested for 
amendment. All amendments would 
require public input through notice 
and comment rulemaking. NOP will 
consult with the Board on these areas, 
prior to drafting the changes, and cer-
tainly during the rulemaking period. 

For more information on the grower  
group certification see www.ams.usda.
gov/nosb/FinalRecommendations/Oct02/
GrowerGroups.pdf>2002

House of Agriculture hears 
organic

For the first time in history, on 18 
April 2007 the US House of Ag-

riculture heard about the challenges 
and opportunities facing organic ag-
riculture and recognised the economic 
importance of the sector. Testimonies 
clearly indicate that the committee 

believes even though the organic agri-
culture is flourishing, steadfast commit-
ment to the National Organic Program 
(NOP), which has proven to be suc-
cessful, must be ensured. 

Source: House of Agriculture Committee
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