NAI Director’s Discretionary Fund,  2008                                                


Proposal Outline

NAI Director’s Discretionary Fund 2008

1.  Proposal Information
Proposal Title:

Lead Investigator (and team affiliation):

Home Institution and Address:

Telephone:

E-mail Address:

List of Co-Investigators, their Home Institutions, and NAI Team Affiliations:

Total Funding Requested: 

2. Executive Summary: Provide a brief abstract (250 words or less) of the proposed project including a summary of the objectives, approach, benefits anticipated, and potential impact to NASA.

3. Introduction:  Provide a brief background, understandable to the non-specialist but meaningful to the specialist. 

4. Objectives: Clearly describe the objectives of the project.
5. Research/Activity Plan: Provide a work plan describing the various elements of the proposed activity, and plan of action to accomplish the stated objectives. Research plans should include a study design describing methods and materials, fieldwork, instrumentation etc., as are relevant.

6.  Strategic Impact to NASA:  Describe how the proposed work will impact the activities and objectives of NASA, supporting and/or influencing NASA’s space flight programs, its broader science activities, or its role as a federal R&D agency.  State specifically what NASA activities or responsibilities will be impacted, in what way, through what mechanisms, and over what time-frame.

7. Budget Description:  To expedite the transfer of funds and minimize indirect costs, it is expected that selected proposals will be funded as augmentations to the existing NAI cooperative agreements.  If an NAI team is awarded funds from more than one proposal, that team PI will be asked to prepare an integrated Statement of Work, for submission to the Ames Grant Office, that includes the total funding to that team for all 2008 DDF projects.  To facilitate this budget preparation, if a proposal includes funding to members of more than one NAI team, the proposal budget should clearly separate the funding to each team.  Structuring the budget in this manner may require proposers to work with other participating team PIs to obtain information on indirect cost rates, benefit rates, etc.  

The period of performance for selected proposals cannot extend beyond the end of the 5-year periods of performance of the NAI teams involved.  This principally affects proposals involving members of NAI teams whose 5-year periods of performance end on October 31, 2008.  Such proposals cannot have periods of performance that extend beyond that date. Other proposals may have periods of performance extending up to October 31, 2009.

The proposed costs should be provided separately for each participating NAI team in the following categories:

· Direct Labor (salaries, wages, and fringe benefits)

· Other Direct Costs:

· Subcontracts

· Consultants


· Equipment

· Supplies

· Travel

· Other

· Facilities and Administrative Costs

· Other Applicable Costs

· Subtotal--Estimated Costs

· Less Proposed Cost Sharing (if any)

· Total Estimated Costs

Include any indirect costs; if these are zero or waived please note this explicitly. 

Note: Proposals for larger budgetary requests can be up to 10 pages in length (not including figures, references and budget), but are expected to be shorter (5-page maximum) for projects of smaller scope.    (font size 12, minimum margins of 1 inch). 
