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SERVI CE AND ALASKAN FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY UNI TE TO PROTECT THE
ENDANGERED SHORT- TAI LED ALBATROSS AND OTHER SEABI RDS

In an effort to reduce the taking of seabirds, including the endangered
short-tailed albatross, the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service and the Pacific
States Marine Fisheries Conm ssion today signed an agreement providing
$400,000 to help longliners install seabird deterrent devices on boats
fishing the Bering Sea and North Pacific off the coast of Al aska.

"Unfortunately, the short-tailed al batross and many ot her seabirds have
devel oped the habit of follow ng comercial |ongline fishing boats and
diving on baited hooks -- often with deadly results. Thi s uni que
partnershi p addresses this problemw thout disrupting Al aska' s vital
fisheries industry," Jam e Rappaport Clark, Director of the Fish and
Wldlife Service, said. "Wth the support of the Adm nistration and
Congress, we’'ve established a Landowner Incentive Program to provide on-
the-ground dollars to people to further the conservation of endangered
speci es. That program nade today’ s agreenent possible. This agreenent is
yet anot her exanpl e denonstrating how t he Endangered Species Act can and
does work."

The fishing industry, the National Mrine Fisheries Service and the Fish
and Wldlife Service, along with researchers at the University of

Washi ngton’s Sea Grant Program have been working together to devel op and
test various neans of reducing the by-catch of seabirds, including the
short-tailed albatross. Prelimnary results suggest that, with a
relatively small investnent in seabird deterrent devices, the | oss of

t housands of seabirds annually can be dramatically reduced.

Today’ s agreenent between the Service and the Comm ssion will pronote the
conti nued devel opnent and installation of seabird deterrent devices on

| ongline fishing boats in the Bering Sea and North Pacific. The Conm ssion
W ll assist the Service in providing cost-sharing dollars to fishers for
the installation of various devices that will significantly reduce the by-
catch of seabirds. The Service anticipates that the $400, 000 provided by

t he Landowner Incentive Programw || be |l everaged to nore than $600, 000 by
cost-sharing with the industry. This will allow all of the 36 |arge
freezer longliner fishing vessels and approximately half of the 2,000
smal l er longline vessels to install seabird deterrent devices.
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"This effort is good for the al batross and ot her seabirds, good for the
fishing industry, and is a tribute to all those individuals who focused on
finding solutions to this conservation challenge, " David B. Allen, the
Service' s Al aska Regional Director, said.

The short-tailed al batross, a long-lived seabird that is also the |argest

I n the northen hem sphere, spends nearly its entire adult |life soaring over
the Bering Sea and North Pacific Ccean. The short-tailed albatross is

| i sted as endangered internationally under the Endangered Species Act. The
Servi ce has proposed extending this designation to also cover U S. waters.

The worl d’ s popul ation of short-tailed al batross, which once total ed about
5 mllion birds, was devastated by feather hunters during the |ate 1800s
and early 1900s. In the 1930s its nunbers were further deci mated by

vol cani ¢ eruptions on Torishim, Japan, one of only two islands where it
was known to nest. By the 1940s scientists estimated that fewer than 50
adult birds survived. Today, the entire world population totals only 1,200
birds. Nearly the entire popul ation nests on Torishima |Island, and efforts
are being made to stabilize the steep eroding slopes of their habitat on
this vol canic island.

The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service is the principal Federal

agency responsi ble for conserving, protecting and enhancing fish,

wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the
Aneri can people. The Service nanages the 93-mllion-acre National Wldlife
Ref uge System whi ch enconpasses nore than 520 national wldlife refuges,

t housands of small wetlands and ot her special nmanagenent areas. It also
operates 66 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resource offices and 78
ecol ogi cal services field stations. The agency enforces Federal wldlife

| aws, adm nisters the Endangered Species Act, manages mgratory bird

popul ations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and
restores wildlife habitat such as wetl ands, and hel ps foreign governnents
with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal A d program
that distributes hundreds of mllions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing
and hunting equi pnent to state fish and wildlife agencies.

You can subscribe to the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service, Al aska region
| i stserver, to have our press releases sent to your e-mail address
automatically by sending an e-mail nessage to: |istserver @ww. fws. gov.
Pl ease indicate that you would |like to subscribe to FW5 Al aska news and
gi ve your nane in the body of the nessage.
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