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FACSIMILE COVER SHEET
NATIONAL CENTER FOR STANDARDS AND CERTIFICATION INFORMATION
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLO
100 BUREAU DRIVE STOP 2150 =471
GAITHERSBURG MD 20899-2150 {m e R
TELEPHONE: (301) 975-5634 :
FAX: (301) 926-1559
EMAIL: alay@nist.gov

DATE: January 26, 2001 PAGES 7

TO: James G. Mills, Federal Trade Commission
FAX: 202/326-2190

FROM: A.DIANELAY *
NATIONAL CENTER FOR STANDARDS AND
CERTIFICATION INFORMATION
MESSAGE: RE: “16 CFR PART 303—TEXTILE RULE 8 COMMENT—
P948404.”

ATTACHED FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION ARE COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM
THE FINNISH STANDARDS ASSOCIATION ENQUIRY POINT CONCERNING
THE PROPOSED RULE ON FIBER (VOL. 65, FEDERAL REGISTER, NOVEMBER
17, 2000).

THE PROPOSED RULE WAS NOTIFIED TO THE WORLD TRADE
ORGANIZATION (WTO) SECRETARIAT AS PART OF U.S. RESPONSIBILITIES
UNDER THE AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (COPY OF
THE NOTIFICATION IS ATTACHED). AS THE U.S NATIONAL INQUIRY POINT
UNDER THE AGREEMENT, WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING THIS
TYPE OF PROPOSED RULE TO THE SECRETARIAT.

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ACKNOWLEDING RECEIPT OF THE
COMMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE FINNISH STANDARDS ASSOCIATION
(CONTACT INFORMATION ON EMAIL COVER). IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS OR NEED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT ME
AT: 301/975-5634.

REGARDS

NIST
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From: "Eha Rantanen" <eha@sfs.fi>
To: ncsci@nist.gov

Date: Fri, 19 Jan 2001 10:42:47 +0000
Subject. Request for help

Reply-to: eha.rantanen@sfs.fi

Priority: normal

Dear Madam or Sir,

Could you please help us with forwarding our comments to Federal
Trade Commission regarding 16 CFR Part 303 - Textile Rule 8 Comment -
P948404 (related to notification G/TBT/Notif. 00/580).

We have tried to send comments by E-mail to James G. Mills
jmills@ftc.gov from Division of Enforcement, but unsuccessfully.

Below please find information from FR Vol. 65, No. 223, Nov.

17,2000:

DATES: Comments will be accepted through January 29, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be submitted to: Office of the Secretary,
Federal Trade Commission, Room 159, 600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW_,
Washington, DC 20580. Comments should be identified as "16 CFR Part
303-Textile Rule 8 Comment-P948404."

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: James G. Mills, Attorney, Division
of Enforcement, Federal Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20580; (202)
326-3035, FAX: (202) 326-2190, <<jmills@ftc.gov>>.

Finnish comments you find in attachment <Textile Rule 8 Comment.doc>
Thank you in advance for your assistance.

With kind regards,

Eha Rantanen (Ms)
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Finnish Standards Association

WTO Enquiry Point

P.0.Box 116

FIN-00241 HELSINKI

FINLAND

Tel. +358 9 1499 3437

Fax. +358 9 146 4914

hitp:/fwww.sfs.fi

The following section of this message contains a file attachment
prepared for transmission using the Internet MIME message format.
If you are using Pegasus Malil, or any another MIME-compliant system,
you should be able to save it or view it from within your mailer.

If you cannot, please ask your system administrator for assistance.

Printed for ncsci <KNCSCI@nist.gov> 1/26/01
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—-- File information —=--—~eeev
File: textii~1.doc
Date: 19 Jan 2001, 8:41
Size: 23040 bytes.
Type: Unknown

textil~1.doc

Printed for ncsci <NCSCI@nist.gov>
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2001-01-11

Comments to Federal Trade Commission
16 CFR Part 303 :
Textile Rule 8 Comment

P948404

65 FR 69486
Proposed rules

16 CFR Part 303
Rules and Regulations Under the Textile Fiber Products Identification Act

Dear Sirs,
Referring to the clause Il. Invitation To Comment in the above proposal,
basing on my experience in using and developing different fibres, |
recommend to apply the approach nr 1.
That is the simplest way for textile and clothing industry and for the consumers
in order to understand various fibrous materials.
In Man-Made fibre area, there are already some analogies within other
polymers as follows:
Polyamide Polyolefine Polyacrylic Regenerated
cellulose
-polyamide 6 -polypropylene PP -polyacrylnitrile PAN -viscose CV
-polyamide 6.6 -polyethylene PE -modal CMD
-polyamide 12 (-polyvinyl alcohol PVA) -modacrylic MAC -lyocell CLY
-quiana (alif.) (-polyvinyl chloride PVC) -cupro CUP

-aramides (M,P)

That is why it is very logical to add polylactide (polylactic acid) fibres under
the general polyester title as follows:

Polyester PES

- poly(ethylene terephthalate) PET eg. Trevira, Terylene
- poly(butylene terephthalate) PBT

- poly(trimethylene terephthalate)PTT eg. Corterra

- polylactide (polylactic acid) PLA eg. Synterra

This arrangement obeys general rules of monomers to fibres vs. properties:
- chemical bonds of monomers gives rise to basic properties of the polymer
(dyeability, H-bonds, vdV bonds, ionic bonds)

- chemical bonds between and of monomers gives rise to the strength and
physical properties of fibres
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- moisture behaviour is determined by absence of hydroxyl and amide/amine
groups

Finally, PLA fibres show physical properties and processing behaviour close
to PET, with the exeption of melting temperature, elastic recovery, wicking,
burning behaviour and biodegradability. Thus, PLA can be regarded as an
advanced-type polyester with several benefits for the environment.

Yours Sincerely

Prof. Pertti Nousiainen

Professor. Dr. Pertti Nousiainen
Head of Institute

Institute Fibre Materials Science
P.O. Box 589
Korkeakoulunkatu 6

33101 Tampere

FINLAND

Phone: +358 3 3652505

fax : +358 3 3652955

mob: +358 400 632051

mob fax: +358 401 632051
e-mail: pertti.nousiainen@tut.fi

http://www_tut fi/units/ms/teva
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Proposed Rules

This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity o participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
16 CFR Part 303

Rules and Regulations Under the
Textile Fiber Products ldentification
Act

AGENCY: Federal Trade Commission.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Federal Trade
Commission (**Commission’’) solicits
comments as to whether to amend Rule
7 of the Rules and Regulations Under
the Textile Fiber Products Identification
Act {"Textile Rules,” 16 CFR 303.7) to
designate a new generic fiber name and
establish a new generic fiber definition
for a fiber manufactured by Cargill Dow,
LLC (“Cargill Dow”}, of Minnetonka,
Minnesota. Cargill Dow suggested the
name “‘synterra’ for the fiber, which it
described as polylactic acid or
polylactide, and referred to as “PLA.”

DATES: Comments will be accepted
through January 29, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
submitted to: Office of the Secretary,
Federal Trade Commission, Room 159,
600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW,,
Washington, DC 20580. Comments
should be identified as ‘16 CFR Part
303—Textile Rule 8 Comment—
P948404."”.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James G. Mills, Attorney. Division of
Enforcement, Federal Trade
Commission, Washington, DC 20580;
(202) 326-3035, FAX: (202) 326-2190,
<<jmills@ftc.gov>>.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Background

Rule 6 of the Textile Rules (16 CFR
303.6) requires manufacturers to use the
generic names of the fibers contained in
their textile fiber products in making
required fiber content on labels. Rule 7
{16 CFR 303.7) sets forth the generic
names and definitions that the
Commission has established for
synthetic fibers. Rule 8 (16 CFR 303.8)

/TB7 /0T TE 0o SFO

Federal Register
Vol 65, No. 223

Friday, November 17, 2000

describes the procedures for
establishing new generic names.

Cargill Dow applied to the
Commission on August 28, 2000 for a
new fiber name and definition. It stated
that PLA fibers are synthetic but are
derived from natural renewable
resources (agricultural crops such as
corn). It maintained that PLA can
combine certain advantages of natural
fibers with those of certain synthetic
fibers. Cargill Dow said that, although it
does not itself currently produce
products made from Natureworks™
PLA fiber {the PLA fiber it currently
manufactures}), it does contract with
others for the production of the fiber
and sells the fiber to end users. Cargill
Dow contended that its proprietary
Natureworks™ PLA fiber, and PLA that
may be made using alternative
processes, have unique properties that,
along with PLA's unique fundamental
chemistry, differentiate PLA fibers from
all other recognized and listed synthetic
or natural fibers. :

Cargill Dow explained that PLA’s
fundamental polymer chemistry allows
control of certain fiber properties and
makes the fiber suitable for a wide
variety of technical textile fiber
applications, especially apparel and
performance apparel applications. Of
most significance to consumers, Cargill
Dow maintained, is that PLA fibers
exhibit: {1) Low moisture absorption
and high wicking, offering benefits for
sports and performance apparel and
products; (2) low flammability and
smoke generation; (3} high resistance to
ultra violet (UV) light, a benefit for
performance apparel as well as outdoor
furniture and furnishings applications;
(4) a low index of refraction, which
provides excellent color characteristics;
and. (5) lower specific gravity, making
PLA lighter in weight than other fibers.
In addition to coming from an annually

1This petition and additional information that
Cargill Dow submitted are on the rulemaking record
of this proceeding. This material, as well ss any
comments that are filed in this proceeding. will be
available for public inspection in accordance with
the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, and
the Commission's Rules of Practice, 16 CFR 4.11.
at the Consumer Response Center, Public Reference
Section, Room 130, Federal Trade Commission, 600
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Washingtlon, DC. Any
comments that are filed will be found under the
Rutes and Regulations Under the Textile Fiber
Products identification Act, 16 CFR Part 303, Matter
No. P948404. “Cargill Dow Generic Fiber Petition
Rulemaking.” The comments also may be viewed in
eleciranic forin on the Commission’s website at
<www lic.govs.

renewable resource base. it stated, PLA
fibers arc readily melt-spun, offering
manufacturing advantages that will
result in greater consumer choice.

Contending that the unique chemistry
of fibers made from PLA is inadequately
described under existing generic names
listed in 16 CFR Part 303.7, Cargill Dow
petitioned the Commission to establish
the generic name “'synlerri.” Afler an
initial analysis, the Commission
announced, on October 30, 2000, that it
had issued Cargill Dow the designation
“CD 0001" for temporary use in
identifying PLA fiber pending a final
determination as to the merits of the
application for a new generic name and
definition. A final determination will he
based on whether the record in this
proceeding indicates that Cargill Dow
meets the Commission’s criteria for
issuing new fiber names and definitions,
as described in Part 11, below.

II. Invitation To Comment

The Commission is soliciting
comment on Cargill Dow's application
generally, and on whether the
application meets the Commission’s
criteria for granting applications for new
generic names.?

First Criterion: The fiber for which a
generic name is requested must have a
chemical composition radically different
from other fibers. and that distinctive
chemical composition must result in
distinctive physical properties of signilicance
to the general public.

Second Criterion: The fiber must be in
active comercial use or such use must he
immediately foreseen.

Third Crilerion: The granting of the generic
name must be of importance to the
consuming public at large. rather than to a
small group of knowledgeable professionals
such as purchasing officers for large
Governmenl agencies.

The Commission notes that the repeat
units of PLA are linked by ester groups,
which means that PLA fiber is a
polyester. The Commission agrees with
the petitioner. however, that PLA fiber
does not fit into the current definition
for polyester in Rule 7. The Commission
is considering three approachaes 1o
resolve this situation. and requests
comment from the public on the relative
merits of each:

*The Commission first announced these critoria
on Dec. 11,1973, at 38 FR 39112 and lanter clarified
and realfirmed on Dec, 6. 1995, 60 FR G2454 on
Muy 23. ™97, 62 FR 28343, and on Jan, 6. VHO9H,

63 FR 447 and 63 FK 149,
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WORLD TRADE

G/TBT/Notif.00/580

. DeC -8 2 7 December 2000
ORGANIZATION .
'] _(00-5312)
Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade Original : English
NOTIFICATION

The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6.

1. Member to Agreement notifying: UNITED STATES
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2):

2. Agency responsible: Federal Trade Commission (28)
Agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be
indicated if different from above:

3. Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X],2.10.1{ ],5.6.2[ ],5.7.1 [ ], other:

4. Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading.
ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Fibre

S. Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Rules and
Regulations Under the Textile Fibre Products Identification Act (7 pages, English)

6. Description of content: The Federal Trade Commission solicits comments as to whether to
amend Rule 7 of the Rules and Regulations under the Textile Fiber Products Identification
Act (“Textile Rules,” 16 CFR 303.7) to designate a new generic fiber name and establish a
new generic fiber definition for a fiber manufactured by Cargill Dow, LLC, of Minetonka,
Minnesota. Cargil Dow suggested the name “synterra” for the fiber, which it described as
polylactic acid or polylactide, and referred to as “PLA.”

7. Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable:
To use the generic names of the fibers contained in their textile fiber products in making
required fiber content on labels.

8. Relevant documents: 65 FR 69486, 17 November 2000; 16 CFR Part 303, Will appear in
the Federal Register when adopted.

9. Proposed date of adoption: To be determined

Proposed date of entry into force:

10. Final date for comments: 29 January 2001

11. Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, e-mail and telefax
number of the other body: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/index.himl
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