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A New ERA 
At one time, the federal government opcrated entirely on 
paper records. Now, of course, most business transactions are 
electronic. Those digital records, including military service 
records, Social Sccurity data and information used to secure the 
country's borders, are vital, especially in times of crises. 

NARA has been preserving electronic records, primarily 
databases, since the 1970s, but the pace at which electronic 
records are created is espccted to esponentially grow in the 
coming years and decades. Over the last 10 years, NARA's 
electronic records holdings have grown 100 times faster than 
holdings of traditional paper records. The possibility of losing 
electronic records is a critical problem that the ERA will address. 

NARA calls ERA "the archives of the future," a program that 
will authentically preserve any type of electronic record created 
by the federal government. The ultimate goal is to makc that 
information accessible via the Web. 

NARA 
(From Page 1) - 
laboratoiy arrived on Oct. 1 1, and NARA has already conductc 
its first official business. "The boots are on the ground" is how 
Robert described it. 

Initially, seven IMC employccs will support NARKS operation. 

About NARA 
NARA is the agency responsible for preserving Unitcd States' 
records and making sure that the information is accessible. Each 
day, in the course of busincss, the fcdcral government generates 
thousands of records. Of thosc, NARA estimates that 1-3 percent 
"are so important for legal or historical reasons that they are kept 
by us forever." 

\ Laura Wilburn. 
v ~ c c o u n t i n ~  Manager 
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