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Piranhaturned in under Amnesty Program

A six-inch piranhawasturned into the State Department of AgriculturesPlant Quarantine Station. An anonymous
local maewalked into the Station at about 8:35, this morning, reinquishing theillegal animal to authorities.

Under the Department's Amnesty Program there are no penalties assessed againgt individua swho voluntarily turn-
inany illegd animal to the State Department of Agriculture Plant Quarantine Offices, or alternative Sitessuch as
Humane Societies and municipal zoos, statewide. The Amnesty Program isavailable to encourage owners of
illegd petstoturnthemin, rather than releasing them into the wild where they can do much damage. However,
onceaninvestigationislaunched and apersoniscaught for possessing anillegal animal the pendtiescan bequite
severe.

Perpetratorscaught harboringandraisingillegal animal saresubject tostiff penatieswithaminimumfineof $5,000,
andamaximumof $200,000anduptothreeyearsinjail. Again,individualswithillegal petsareencouragedtoturn
themintothe Department under the State'sA mnesty Programwhichgrantsimmunity tothosewhovoluntarily come
forward. Anyonewithinformation or knowledge about piranhasand other illegal animals isasked to call the
Department'sPEST Hotlineat 586-PEST (7378).

Thisspeciesof piranha, Serrasalmusnattereri,iscommonly referredtoasthered-bellied piranha. Itis by farthe
most common speciesfoundinthepet trade. Thisspeciesisvery aggressiveandisknownfor itsattack onhumans.
Other piranhasthat havebeenturnedinor seizedinHawaii, havebeen of thissamevariety. Red-bellied piranhas
arewidely distributed throughout the A mazon and Orinoco regions, the Guianas, and the Rio Paraguay and Rio
Parana. Adultscanrangebetween 7to 10incheslong.

Photo opportunitiesof thepiranhawill beavailableuntil 4:30thisafternoon at the State's Plant Quarantine Station
located at 701 11alo Street. TheDepartmentwill safeguardtheanimal until asuitablehomeisfound.
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