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Good morning.  
 
My name is John Manchester, and I am mayor of Lewisburg, West Virginia, a small city 
of 3700 people, a few miles from the southern end of the Monongahela National Forest in 
the southeastern part of the state. I am speaking in favor of House Bill 5151, The Wild 
Monongahela Act. I appreciate the opportunity to be with you today.  
 
As I am sure you have heard regularly from Congressman Rahall and the other members 
of the West Virginia Congressional delegation, West Virginia is a unique place with 
unique people. My city, Lewisburg, is a good example. Founded in 1782, we are one of 
the oldest towns in West Virginia and the county seat of Greenbrier County. Our 
lifeblood is tourism, and we have been careful to preserve our historic downtown which 
is thriving. Our vibrant downtown stands in marked contrast with many other downtowns 
throughout West Virginia and across the country which have not recognized the value of 
the asset that an historical downtown represents. It is something special, something in 
which we take pride, something that forms a strong foundation for our local economy, 
and something we can pass on to those who follow. As an elected official, I believe it is 
my charge to maintain assets entrusted to me and to pass them along in as good or better 
condition to my successors. 
 
I feel the same way about the wild areas of the Monongahela National Forest that would 
be protected under this legislation. The wilderness areas described in this bill are special 
places to my city, to West Virginia and to the rest of the nation. They are natural assets 
that should be valued and protected as they are—not only for the value they offer us 
today but for the even greater value they will have for future generations. Roadless areas 
are scarce in the eastern United States, and if we do not take steps now to recognize their 
value and protect them, I fear they will disappear, year after year in small increments 
until they no longer have real value as wild areas—areas where man truly is a visitor 
amidst the natural world and not the dominant feature. 
 
The scarcity of roadless, wild areas that would be protected in this bill creates specific 
value to communities like Lewisburg which serve as access points to them. Several 
months ago I had the pleasure of exploring one of the wild areas covered in this bill— 



the area known as Big Draft—with the Chairman of the House Natural Resources 
Committee, Congressman Rahall. Big Draft is fourteen miles from Lewisburg. The 
proposed Spice Run Wilderness Area is about 30 miles away.  
 
Lewisburg is a natural staging area for visitors and residents alike who seek out 
designated wilderness areas. Just as having a well preserved, historic downtown helps our 
local economy, so too does having designated wilderness areas at our doorstep. The 
added economic stimulus to our tourism based economy is one reason why both 
Lewisburg City Council and the Greenbrier County Convention and Visitors Bureau 
support additional wilderness areas in the Monongahela National Forest, especially those 
proposed for Greenbrier County, which currently has none, despite having nearly 108,000 
acres of the national forest within the county.  
 
Lewisburg also supports the protection of Big Draft and Spice Run in particular because 
they are part of the headwaters of the Greenbrier River, the source of Lewisburg’s water 
system, the largest water utility in Greenbrier County, providing top quality water to over 
10,000 people in our valley. 
 
Lewisburg is not alone in local government support for additional wilderness areas. The 
following cities and towns have passed resolutions in support of designating additional 
wilderness areas in the Mon--Montgomery, Morgantown, Nitro, Nutter Fork, 
Shepherdstown, Weston, Renick, White Hall, Grafton, and Mataoka—as well as the 
Fayette County Commission. I submit into the record Lewisburg’s wilderness support 
resolution. The other resolutions are very similar. 
 
I think House Bill 5151, The Wild Monongahela Act, is a very good bill and a great start 
toward protecting many of the special places within the national forest in West Virginia, 
and I hope you will support it. 
 
Thank you. 



 


