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Appendix A 

Carriage Requirements 

Safety of Life at Sea Conventions (SOLAS) 

{as amended 12/13/02}  

Chapter V, Regulation 19  

2.4 All ships of 300 gross tonnage and upwards engaged on international voyages and cargo ships of 500 
gross tonnage and upwards not engaged on international voyages and passenger ships irrespective of 
size shall be fitted with an automatic identification system (AIS), as follows:  

 .1 ships constructed on or after 1 July 2002;  

 .2 ships engaged on international voyages constructed before 1 July 2002:  

 .2.1 in the case of passenger ships, not later than 1 July 2003;

 .2.2 in the case of tankers, not later than the first survey for safety equipment on or after 1 July 2003;  

 .2.3 in the case of ships, other than passenger ships and tankers, of 50,000 gross tonnage and 
upwards, not later than 1 July 2004;  

 .2.4 in the case of ships, other than passenger ships and tankers, of 300 gross tonnage and upwards, 
but less than 50,000 gross tonnage, not later than the first safety equipment survey 1 after 1 July 
2004 or by 31 December 2004, whichever occurs earlier; and  

 .3 ships not engaged on international voyages constructed before 1 July 2002, not later than 1 July 
2008;  

 .4 the Administration may exempt ships from the application of the requirements of this paragraph 
when such ships will be taken permanently out of service within two years after the 
implementation date specified in subparagraphs .2 and .3;  

 .5 AIS shall:  

 .5.1 provide automatically to appropriately equipped shore stations, other ships and aircraft 
information, including the ship's identity, type, position, course, speed, navigational status and 
other safety-related information;  

 .5.2 receive automatically such information from similarly fitted ships;  

 .5.3 monitor and track ships; and  

 .5.4 exchange data with shore-based facilities;  

 .6 the requirements of paragraph 2.4.5 shall not be applied to cases where international 
agreements, rules or standards provide for the protection of navigational information; and  

 .7 AIS shall be operated taking into account the guidelines adopted by the Organization. Ships 
fitted with AIS shall maintain AIS in operation at all times except where international 
agreements, rules or standards provide for the protection of navigational information.  

1 The first safety equipment survey means the first annual survey the first periodical survey or the first renewal survey for safety equipment, 
whichever is due first after 1 July 2004 and, in addition, the case of ships under construction, the initial survey. [See SOLAS I/8]
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Title 46, U.S. Code 

{P. Law 107-295 enacted 11/25/02} 

§ 70114. Automatic identification system  

(a) SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS.— 

 (1) Subject to paragraph (2), the following vessels, while operating on the navigable waters of the 
United States, shall be equipped with and operate an automatic identification system under 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary:  

  (A) A self-propelled commercial vessel of at least 65 feet overall in length.  

  (B) A vessel carrying more than a number of passengers for hire determined by the Secretary.  

  (C) A towing vessel of more than 26 feet overall in length and 600 horsepower.  

  (D) Any other vessel for which the Secretary decides that an automatic identification system is 
necessary for the safe navigation of the vessel.  

 (2) The Secretary may— 

  (A) Exempt a vessel from paragraph (1) if the Secretary finds that an automatic identification 
system is not necessary for the safe navigation of the vessel on the waters on which the 
vessel operates; and  

  (B) Waive the application of paragraph (1) with respect to operation of vessels on navigable 
waters of the United States specified by the Secretary if the Secretary finds that automatic 
identification systems are not needed for safe navigation on those waters.  

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall prescribe regulations implementing subsection (a), including 
requirements for the operation and maintenance of the automatic identification systems required 
under subsection (a).

§ 70117. Civil Penalties 

(e) PHASE-IN OF AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM.— 

 (1) SCHEDULE.—Section 70114 of title 46, United States Code, as enacted by this Act, shall 
apply as follows:  

  (A) On and after January 1, 2003, to any vessel built after that date.  

  (B) On and after July 1, 2003, to any vessel built before the date referred to in subparagraph (A) 
that is— 

   (i) a passenger vessel required to carry a certificate under the International Convention for 
the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS);  

   (ii) a tanker; or  

   (iii) a towing vessel engaged in moving a tank vessel.  

  (C) On and after December 31, 2004, to all other vessels built before the date referred to in 
subparagraph (A). 
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Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations  

{as amended 07/01/03,, 07/16/03, and 10/22/03}  

§ 164.46 Automatic Identification System (AIS)  

(a)  The following vessels must have a properly installed, operational, type approved AIS as of the date 
specified:

 (1) Self-propelled vessels of 65 feet or more in length, other than passenger and fishing vessels, in 
commercial service and on an international voyage, not later than December 31, 2004.  

 (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1) of this section, the following, self-propelled vessels, that are 
on an international voyage must also comply with SOLAS, as amended, Chapter V, regulation 
19.2.1.6, 19.2.4, and 19.2.3.5 or 19.2.5.1 as appropriate (Incorporated by reference, see 
§ 164.03):  

  (i) Passenger vessels, of 150 gross tonnage or more, not later than July 1, 2003;  

  (ii) Tankers, regardless of tonnage, not later than the first safety survey for safety equipment on 
or after July 1, 2003;  

  (iii) Vessels, other than passenger vessels or tankers, of 50,000 gross tonnage or more, not later 
than July 1, 2004; and  

  (iv) Vessels, other than passenger vessels or tankers, of 300 gross tonnage or more but less than 
50,000 gross tonnage, not later than the first safety survey for safety equipment on or after 
July 1, 2004, but no later than December 31, 2004.  

 (3) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section, the following vessels, when 
navigating an area denoted in table 161.12(c) of § 161.12 of this chapter, not later than 
December 31, 2004.  

  (i) Self-propelled vessels of 65 feet or more in length, other than fishing vessels and passenger 
vessels certificated to carry less than 151 passengers-for-hire, in commercial service;  

  (ii) Towing vessels of 26 feet or more in length and more than 600 horsepower, in commercial 
service;

  (iii) Passenger vessels certificated to carry more than 150 passengers-for-hire.  

Note to § 164.46(a): “Properly installed” refers to an installation using the guidelines set forth in IMO SN/Circ.227 
(incorporated by reference, see § 164.03). Not all AIS units are able to broadcast position, course, and speed without the input
of an external positioning device (e.g. dGPS); the use of other external devices (e.g. transmitting heading device, gyro, rate of
turn indicator) is highly recommended, however, not required except as stated in § 164.46(a)(2). “Type approved” refers to an 
approval by an IMO recognized Administration as to comply with IMO Resolution MSC.74(69), ITU-R Recommendation 
M.1371-1, and IEC 61993-2 (Incorporated by reference, see § 164.03). “Length” refers to “registered length” as defined in 46 
CFR part 69. “Gross tonnage” refers to tonnage as defined under the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of 
Ships, 1969.  

(b) The requirements for Vessel Bridge-to-Bridge radiotelephones in §§ 26.04(a) and (c), 26.05, 26.06 
and 26.07 of this chapter also apply to AIS. The term “effective operating condition” used in § 26.06 
of this chapter includes accurate input and upkeep of AIS data fields.  

(c) The use of a portable AIS is permissible only to the extent that electromagnetic interference does not 
affect the proper function of existing navigation and communication equipment on board and such 
that only one AIS unit may be in operation at any one time.  

(d) The AIS Pilot Plug, on each vessel over 1,600 gross tons on an international voyage, must be available 
for pilot use, easily accessible from the primary conning position of the vessel, and near a 120 Volt, 
AC power, 3-prong receptacle.
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4. Alkyl(C8+)amine, Alkenyl (C12+) 
acid ester mixture 

5. Aluminium chloride (30% or less)/ 
Hydrochloric acid (20% or less) 
solution

6. 2-(2-Aminoethoxy) ethanol 
7. 2-Amino-2-hydroxymethyl-1,3- 

propanediol solution (40% or less) 
8. Ammonium bisulphite solution (70% 

or less) 
9. Ammonium thiocyanate (25% or 

less)/Ammonium thiosulphate (20% 
or less) solution 

10. Benzyl chloride 
11. N,N-bis(2-hydroxyethyl) oleamide 
12. Brake fluid base mix: Poly(2–

8)alkylene (C2–C3) glycols/ 
Polyalkylene (C2–C10)

13. glycols monoalkyl (C1–C4) ethers 
and their borate esters 

14. Butene oligomer 
15. Butyl stearate 
16. Calcium alkyl (C9) phenol sulphide/ 

Polyolefin phosphorosulphide 
mixture

17. Calcium long-chain alkaryl 
sulphonate (C11–C50)

18. Calcium long-chain alkyl phenolic 
amine (C8–C40)

19. Calcium nitrate/Magnesium nitrate/ 
Potassium chloride solution 

20. Calcium nitrate solutions (50% or 
less)

21. Camphor oil 
22. Caramel solutions 
23. Carbolic oil 
24. Cashew nut shell oil (untreated) 
25. Chlorinated paraffins (C14-C17) 

(with 50% chlorine or more, and less 
than 1% C13 or shorter chains) 

26. Coal tar 
27. Coal tar naphtha solvent 
28. Coal tar pitch (molten) 
29. Cobalt naphthenate in solvent 

naphtha
30. Coconut oil fatty acid methyl ester 
31. Creosote (coal tar) 
32. Creosote (wood) 
33. Cresylic acid, sodium salt solution 
34. Decyl acetate 
35. 1,6-Dichlorohexane 
36. 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid, 

triisopropanolamine salt solution 
37. 1,3-Dichloropropane 
38. Diethylene glycol diethyl ether 
39. Diethylene glycol phthalate 
40. Diglycidyl ether of bisphenol 
41. 1,4-Dihydro-9,10- 

dihydroxyanthracene, disodium salt 
solution

42. Diisononyl adipate 
43. Dinonyl phthalate 
44. Diphenylamine, reaction product 

with 2,2,4-Trimethylpentene 
45. Diphenylmethane diisocyanate 
46. Ditridecyl adipate 
47. Ditridecyl phthalate 
48. Dodecenylsuccinic acid, 

dipotassium salt solution 

49. Dodecylamine/Tetradecylamine 
mixture

50. Dodecyl diphenyl ether 
disulphonate solution 

51. Ethyl amyl ketone 
52. N-Ethylbutylamine 
53. Ethyl butyrate 
54. Ethylene glycol methyl butyl ether 
55. Ethylene-Vinyl acetate copolymer 

(emulsion)
56. o-Ethylphenol 
57. Ethyl propionate 
58. Ferric 

hydroxyethylethylenediaminetriacetic
acid, trisodium salt solution 

59. Fish solubles (water-based fish meal 
extract)

60. Fluorosilicic acid (20–30%) in water 
solution

61. Fumaric adduct of rosin, water 
dispersion

62. Glycerine (83%), 
Dioxanedimethanol (17%) mixture 

63. Glycerol polyalkoxylate 
64. Icosa (oxypropane-2,3-diyl)s 
65. Isopropylamine (70% or less) 
66. Latex, ammonia (1% or less), 

inhibited
67. Latex: Carboxylated styrene- 

Butadiene copolymer; Styrene- 
Butadiene rubber 

68. Ligninsulphonic acid, sodium salt 
solution

69. Long-chain alkaryl sulphonic acid 
(C16–C60)

70. Long-chain polyetheramine in alkyl 
(C2–C4) benzenes 

71. Long-chain polyetheramine in 
aromatic solvent 

72. Magnesium long-chain alkaryl 
sulphonate (C11–C50)

73. Methyl heptyl ketone 
74. 3-Methyl-3-methoxybutyl acetate 
75. Naphthenic Acids 
76. Nitroethane, 1-Nitropropane (each 

15% or more) mixture 
77. o- or p-Nitrotoluenes 
78. Nonyl acetate 
79. Octyl decyl adipate 
80. Oleylamine 
81. Palm kernel acid oil 
82. Palm oil fatty acid methyl ester 
83. Pentaethylenehexamine 
84. Phosphate esters, alkyl (C12–C14)

amine
85. Poly(2–8)alkylene glycol 

monoalkyl(C1–C6) ether 
86. Poly(2–8)alkylene glycol monoalkyl 

(C1–C6) ether acetate 
87. Polyalkylene oxide polyol 
88. Polybutene 
89. Polyether (molecular weight 2000+) 
90. Polyethylene polyamines 
91. Polyglycerin, sodium salt solution 

(containing less than 3% sodium 
hydroxide)

92. Polyglycerol 
93. Polyolefin amide alkeneamine/ 

molybdenum oxysulphide mixture 

94. Polyolefin amide alkeneamine 
polyol

95. Polyolefin aminoester salts (mw 
2000+)

96. Poly(5+)propylene 
97. Poly(tetramethylene ether) glycol 

(mw 600–3000)
98. Potassium chloride solution (10% or 

more)
99. Potassium salt of polyolefin acid 
100. n-Propyl chloride 
101. Propylene-Butylene copolymer 
102. Propylene dimer 
103. Pyrolysis gasoline 
104. Rosin soap (disproportionated) 

solution
105. Sodium alkyl (C14–C17)

sulphonates (60–65% solution) 
106. Sodium aluminate solution 
107. Sodium petroleum sulphonate 
108. Sodium tartrates/Sodium 

succinates solution 
109. Sulpho hydrocarbon long chain 

(C18+) alkylamine mixture 
110. Sulphurized polyolefinamide 

alkene (C28–C250) amine 
111. Tall oil (crude and distilled) 
112. Tall oil fatty acid (resin acids less 

than 20%) 
113. Tall oil fatty acid, barium salt 
114. Tall oil soap (disproportionated) 

solution
115. Tallow fatty acid 
116. Trimethylhexamethylenediamine 

(2,2,4- and 2,4,4-isomers) 
117. Trimethylhexamethylene 

diisocyanate (2,2,4-and 2,4,4-isomers) 
118. Trimethylolpropane polyethoxylate 
119. Trimethyl phosphite 
120. Urea/Ammonium mono- and 

dihydrogen phosphate/Potassium 
chloride solution 

121. Urea formaldehyde resin solution 
122. White spirit, low (15–20%)

aromatic
Dated: November 17, 2005. 

Howard L. Hime, 
Acting Director of Standards, Marine, Safety, 
Security, and Environmental Protection, U.S. 
Coast Guard. 
[FR Doc. 05–23234 Filed 11–22–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY

Coast Guard 

[USCG–2005–22837]

Nationwide Automatic Identification 
System (NAIS); Preparation of 
Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement

AGENCY: U.S. Coast Guard (USCG or 
Coast Guard), Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). 
ACTION: Notice of intent; notice of public 
meeting; request for comments. 
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard announces 
that it intends to prepare a 
Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS) as part of the 
environmental planning process for the 
Nationwide Automatic Identification 
System (NAIS) project. The NAIS 
project, a USCG and DHS Level 1 
investment and major systems 
acquisition, was initiated as a 
component of implementing the 
Maritime Transportation Security Act of 
2002. Implementation of the NAIS, in 
part, involves installing Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) equipment 
and related support systems on and 
around communications towers or other 
structures along 95,000 miles of 
coastline and inland rivers. 

The NAIS project is being conducted 
to provide the USCG with the capability 
to receive and distribute information 
from shipboard Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) equipment in order to 
enhance Maritime Domain Awareness 
(MDA). The project will provide 
detection and identification of vessels 
carrying AIS equipment approaching or 
operating in the maritime domain where 
little or no vessel tracking currently 
exists.

AIS is an international standard, 
approved by the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), for ship-to-ship, 
ship-to-shore and shore-to-ship 
communication of information, 
including vessel position, speed, course, 
destination, and other data of critical 
interest for maritime safety and security. 
The information provided by this 
system will support national maritime 
interests—from the safety of ports 
through collision avoidance, to the 
safety of the nation through detection 
and classification of vessels when they 
are still thousands of miles offshore. 

Publication of this notice begins a 
scoping process that identifies and 
determines the scope of environmental 
issues to be addressed in the PEIS. This 
notice requests public participation in 
the scoping process and provides 
information on how to participate. 
DATES: The USCG will hold a public 
meeting concerning the scope of the 
PEIS. The public meeting will be held 
on Thursday, December 22, 2005, at the 
USCG Headquarters building in 
Washington, DC. The public meeting 
will be held from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 
will be preceded by an open house from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. The public meeting may 
end later than the stated time, 
depending on the number of persons 
wishing to speak. 

Comments and related material must 
reach the Docket Management Facility 
by December 23, 2005. 

ADDRESSES: The public meeting and 
open house will be held in room 
number 2415 of U.S. Coast Guard 
Headquarters (Transpoint Building), 
2100 Second Street SW., Washington, 
DC 20593. 

You may submit comments identified 
by Coast Guard docket number USCG–
2005–22837 to the Docket Management 
Facility at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT). To avoid 
duplication, please use only one of the 
following methods: 

(1) Web Site: http://dms.dot.gov. 
(2) Mail: Docket Management Facility, 

U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20590–0001.

(3) Fax: 202–493–2251.
(4) Delivery: Room PL–401 on the 

Plaza level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC, 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holidays. 
The telephone number is 202–366–
9329.

(5) Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
http://www.regulations.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this notice, 
please call or e-mail Mr. David 
Wiskochil, NAIS Project Support Team, 
at 202–475–3118 or 
dwiskochil@comdt.uscg.mil,
respectively. If you have questions on 
viewing or submitting material to the 
docket, please call Ms. Andrea M. 
Jenkins, Program Manager, Docket 
Operations, at 202–366–0271.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Comments 

The Coast Guard requests public 
comments and other relevant 
information on environmental issues 
related to the proposed NAIS project. 
The scheduled public meeting is not the 
only opportunity you have to comment. 
In addition to or instead of providing 
comments at the meeting, you can 
submit comments to the Docket 
Management Facility during the public 
comment period (see DATES). The USCG 
will consider all comments and material 
received during the comment period. 

All comments received will be posted, 
without change, to http://dms.dot.gov
and will include any personal 
information you have provided. The 
USCG has an agreement with the 
Department of Transportation (DOT) to 
use the Docket Management Facility. 
Please see DOT’s ‘‘Privacy Act’’
paragraph below. 

Submitting comments: If you submit a 
comment, please include your name and 
address, identify the docket number for 
this notice (USCG–2005–22837) and 

give the reason for each comment. You 
may submit your comments by 
electronic means, mail, fax, or delivery 
to the Docket Management Facility at 
the address under ADDRESSES; but
please submit your comments by only 
one means. If you submit them by mail 
or delivery, submit them in an unbound 
format, no larger than 81⁄2 by 11 inches, 
suitable for copying and electronic 
filing. If you submit them by mail and 
would like to know that they reached 
the Facility, please enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed postcard or envelope. 
The USCG will consider all comments 
received during the comment period. 

Viewing comments and documents: 
To view comments, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time, click on 
‘‘Simple Search,’’ enter the last five 
digits of the docket number for this 
rulemaking, and click on ‘‘Search.’’ You 
may also visit the Docket Management 
Facility in room PL–401 on the Plaza 
level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC, 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holidays. 

Privacy Act: Anyone can search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review the Department of 
Transportation’s Privacy Act Statement 
in the Federal Register published on 
April 11, 2000 (65 FR 19477), or you 
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

Public Meeting and Open House 
The Coast Guard invites you to learn 

about the proposed NAIS project at an 
informational open house, and to 
identify and comment on environmental 
issues related to the proposed program 
at a public meeting. Your comments 
will help the Coast Guard identify and 
refine the scope of the environmental 
issues to be addressed in the PEIS. 

In order to allow everyone a chance 
to speak at the public meeting, the Coast 
Guard may limit speaker time, or extend 
the meeting hours, or both. When you 
rise to speak, you must identify 
yourself, and any organization you 
represent, by name. Your remarks will 
be recorded or transcribed for inclusion 
in the public docket. 

You may submit written material at 
the public meeting, either in place of or 
in addition to speaking. Written 
material must include your name and 
address, and will be included in the 
public docket. 

The USCG’s public meeting location 
at USCG Headquarters is wheelchair- 
accessisble. If you plan to attend the 
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open house or public meeting, and need 
special assistance such as sign language 
interpretation or other reasonable 
accommodation, please notify the Coast 
Guard (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT) at least 3 business days in 
advance. Include your contact 
information as well as information 
about your specific needs. 

Background and Purpose 
The Maritime Transportation Security 

Act (MTSA) of 2002 (46 U.S.C. 70113) 
directed the Secretary of the Department 
of Homeland Security to ‘‘implement a 
system to collect, integrate, and analyze 
information concerning vessels 
operating on or bound for waters subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States.’’
Furthermore, Congress appropriated 
funds to the Coast Guard for ‘‘the
acquisition and installation * * * of the 
shore-based universal AIS coverage 
system in ports nationwide.’’ The Coast 
Guard will implement such a system in 
support of MDA through the proposed 
NAIS project. 

AIS is an international standard 
(International Telecommunications 
Union Recommendation ITU–R M. 
1371–1) for ship-to-ship, ship-to-shore 
and shore-to-ship communication of 
information, including vessel position, 
speed, course, destination and other 
data of critical interest for maritime 
safety and security. AIS equipment is 
required domestically and 
internationally aboard major 
commercial vessels. AIS is a 
communication system that relies upon 
vessels to properly transmit their 
position, identification, speed, and 
other navigational information. 

Certain vessels are currently subject to 
carriage requirements for AIS 
equipment. Despite the nation’s critical 
homeland security need to track these 
vessels, USCG does not have the 
network of receivers and transmitters 
necessary to capture, display, and use 
this AIS information except in a few 
select port areas. The information 
provided by this system will support all 
of the nation’s maritime interests—from
the safety of ports through collision 
avoidance, to the safety of the nation 
through detection and classification of 
vessels when they are still thousands of 
miles offshore. The NAIS project will 
provide the United States with the 
ability to fully utilize the IMO 
international standard and requirements 
outlined in MTSA of 2002. 

Although mandated by Congress, 
consideration of the NAIS project 
includes analysis of the proposed 
project’s natural and human 
environmental impacts. The Coast 
Guard is the lead agency for 

determining the scope of this review, 
and in this case the Coast Guard has 
determined that review must include 
preparation of a PEIS. This notice of 
intent is required by 40 CFR 1508.22, 
and briefly describes the proposed 
action and possible alternatives and our 
proposed scoping process. You can 
address any questions about the 
proposed action, the scoping process, or 
the PEIS to the Coast Guard NAIS 
Project Office (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT).

Proposed Action and Alternatives 

The Proposed Action to be analyzed 
in the PEIS is the broad scope of 
implementation of the NAIS project. 
The PEIS will provide a general level of 
analysis of alternatives and 
environmental impacts because specific 
implementation sites and methods are 
not currently known. The PEIS will 
serve as a top tier environmental 
analysis of the general project of 
installing a nationwide AIS-based vessel 
detection, identification, tracking and 
communication system. Following 
completion of the PEIS, the USCG will 
conduct site-specific environmental 
analysis coincident with project 
implementation, once specific sites 
become known. The following 
alternatives for establishing shore-based 
antenna sites (e.g., towers) will be 
evaluated in the PEIS: Use of existing or 
currently proposed government sites; 
Lease of commercial sites; Construction 
of new sites. The preferred alternative is 
to implement a combination of the 
shore-based antenna site alternatives. 
The PEIS will also discuss the No 
Action Alternative as required under 
NEPA.

Scoping Process 

Public scoping is an early and open 
process for identifying and determining 
the scope of issues to be addressed in 
the PEIS. Scoping begins with this 
notice, continues through the public 
comment period (see DATES), and ends 
when the Coast Guard has completed 
the following actions: 

• Invites the participation of Federal, 
State, and local agencies, any affected 
Indian tribe and other interested 
persons;

• Determines the actions, alternatives, 
and impacts described in 40 CFR 
1508.25;

• Identifies and eliminates from 
detailed study those issues that are not 
significant or that have been covered 
elsewhere;

• Allocates responsibility for 
preparing PEIS components; 

• Indicates any related environmental 
assessments or environmental impact 
statements that are not part of the PEIS; 

• Other relevant environmental 
review and consultation requirements; 

• Indicates the relationship between 
timing of the environmental review and 
other aspects of the proposed program; 
and

• At its discretion, exercises the 
options provided in 40 CFR 1501.7(b). 

Once the scoping process is complete, 
the Coast Guard will prepare a draft 
PEIS, and will publish a Federal
Register notice announcing its public 
availability. (If you want that notice to 
be sent to you, please contact the Coast 
Guard Project Office point of contact 
identified in FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT). You will have an opportunity 
to review and comment on the draft 
PEIS. Additionally, the Coast Guard 
anticipates holding a public meeting in 
May, 2006 in Washington, DC to present 
the draft PEIS and receive public 
comments regarding the document. The 
Coast Guard will consider all comments 
received and then prepare the final 
PEIS. As with the draft PEIS, the Coast 
Guard will announce the availability of 
the final PEIS and once again give you 
an opportunity for review and comment. 

Summary of the Proposed NAIS Project 

The general NAIS concept of 
operations is to provide AIS 
functionality in support of all national 
maritime missions, particularly 
navigation safety and maritime security. 
NAIS is expected to consist of a system 
of AIS receivers, transmitters, 
transceivers, repeaters and other 
equipment located on shoreside 
installations and remote platforms 
potentially including buoys, offshore 
platforms, aircraft and spacecraft as 
needed to receive, distribute, and use 
the information transmitted by vessels 
that operate AIS equipment and 
transmit data to these vessels. 

NAIS will send and receive AIS 
messages, via a very high frequency 
(VHF) data link, to and from AIS 
equipped vessels, Aids to Navigation, 
and search and rescue (SAR) aircraft. 
Nationwide AIS will leverage several 
types of platforms to support AIS 
receive and transmit infrastructure. 
While some support receive-only 
capabilities (e.g., satellites, buoys, and 
aircraft), others may support receive and 
transmit capabilities (e.g., towers and 
platforms). AIS message data will be 
transported between system 
components over a wide-area network 
(WAN) and diverse, remote site 
connectivity (e.g., leased analog circuits, 
microwave).
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NAIS will process (e.g., validate, 
filter, etc.) and store the data. Some 
NAIS functions may be implemented by 
enhancing existing systems. These 
systems, while not part of NAIS, are 
included in the context of the systems’
operations. Primarily, it is expected that 
these systems (e.g., Ports and Waterways 
Safety System [PAWSS], Sector 
Command Centers [SCC], Maritime 
Information Safety and Law 
Enforcement [MISLE], Vessel Traffic 
Services [VTS]) will provide data 
processing functions (e.g., vessel 
tracking correlation, intelligence 
processing, anomaly detection) and user 
interfaces necessary to meet all the 
requirements for fully using AIS data. 
Some users of NAIS capabilities (e.g., 
Deepwater assets and other government 
agencies) may indirectly access AIS data 
via other systems. 

NAIS will complement other 
surveillance and intelligence systems 
greatly aiding the essential process of 
identifying vessels requiring further 
investigation and action. NAIS 
information will be displayed in the 
USCG national maritime COP and 
shared, along with correlated data and 
intelligence as appropriate, with other 
DHS and federal agencies. Unclassified 
portions of the COP will also be 
available to local port partners in 
support of security and safety 
operations. This information will be 
invaluable to agencies, such as Customs 
and Border Patrol (CBP), Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and the 
Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA), as it will provide real-time 
location data on all major cargo and 
other commercial vessels in the 
maritime domain. 

Dated: November 9, 2005. 

J.P. Currier, 
Rear Admiral, United States Coast Guard, 
Assistant Commandant for Acquisition. 
[FR Doc. 05–23233 Filed 11–22–05; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Proposed Collection; 
Comment Request 

AGENCY: Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security. 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments.

SUMMARY: The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, as part of its 
continuing effort to reduce paperwork 
and respondent burden, invites the 
general public and other Federal 
agencies to take this opportunity to 
comment on proposed revised 
information collections. In accordance 
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)), this 
notice seeks comments concerning the 
use of the Emergency Management 
Institute Resident Course Evaluation 
Form which is used to identify 
problems with course materials, 
evaluate the quality of course delivery, 
facilities and instructors. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Emergency Management Institute (EMI) 
develops courses and administers 
resident and nonresident training 
programs in areas such as natural 
hazards, technical hazards, instructional 
methodology, professional 
development, leadership, exercise 
design and evaluation, information 
technology, public information, 
integrated emergency management, and 
train-the-trainer. A significant portion of 
the training is conducted by State 
emergency management agencies under 
cooperative agreements with FEMA. 

In order to meet current information 
needs of EMI staff and management, the 
EMI uses this course evaluation form to 
identify problems with course materials, 
delivery, facilities and instructors. This 
is a resident evaluation form. EMI staff 

will use the information to monitor and 
recommend changes in course materials, 
student selection criteria, training 
experience, and classroom environment. 
Reports will be generated and 
distributed to EMI management and 
staff. Without the information it will be 
difficult to determine the need for 
improvements and the degree of student 
satisfaction with each course. 

The respondents are students 
attending EMI resident courses at either 
the National Emergency Training Center 
(NETC) or at an off-site location. The 
evaluation form will be administered at 
the end of the course and will take no 
more than 10 minutes to complete. 
Contractors will scan the evaluation 
forms and generate the data reports 
using a computer program developed by 
a FEMA program analyst contractor. 
Evaluation forms are destroyed in 
accordance with FEMA’s records 
retention schedule. 

Collection of Information 

Title: Emergency Management 
Institute Residential Course Evaluation 
Form.

Type of Information Collection: 
Revision of a currently approved 
collection.

OMB Number: 1660–0034.
Form Number: 95–41.
Abstract: Students attending the 

Emergency Management Institute 
resident program courses at FEMA’s
NETC will be asked to complete a 
course evaluation form. The information 
will be used by EMI staff and 
management to identify problems with 
course materials, evaluate the quality of 
the course delivery, facilities, and 
instructors. The data received will 
enable them to recommend changes in 
course materials, student selection 
criteria, training experience and 
classroom environment. 

Affected Public: State, Local, or Tribal 
Government, Individuals or 
Households, and Federal Government. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,671 hours. 

FEMA forms 
Number of 

respondents
(A)

Frequency of 
response

(B)

Hours per 
response
(minutes)

(C)

Annual burden 
hours

(A x B x C) 

95–41 ............................................................................................................... 10,027 Per course 10 1,671 

Total .......................................................................................................... 10,027 ........................ 10 1,671 

Estimated Cost: There is no cost to 
respondents for this information 
collection.

Comments: Written comments are 
solicited to (a) evaluate whether the 

proposed data collection is necessary for 
the proper performance of the agency, 
including whether the information shall 
have practical utility; (b) evaluate the 
accuracy of the agency’s estimate of the 

burden of the proposed collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 
(c) enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 

PREPARATION OF PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR A NATIONWIDE 
AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

On November 23, 2005, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) published a Notice of Intent; Notice of Public 
Meeting; and Request for Comments in the Federal Register (Volume 70, Number 225, page 70862) 
concerning the preparation of a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) as part of the 
environmental planning process for a Nationwide Automatic Identification System (NAIS). 

The NAIS project was initiated as a component of implementing the Maritime Transportation Security Act 
of 2002.  Implementation of the NAIS, in part, involves installing Automatic Identification System (AIS) 
equipment and related support systems on and around communications towers or other structures along 
95,000 miles of coastline and inland rivers.  The NAIS project is being conducted to provide the USCG 
with the capability to receive and distribute information from shipboard AIS equipment in order to enhance 
Maritime Domain Awareness.  The project will provide detection and identification of vessels carrying AIS 
equipment approaching or operating in the maritime domain where little or no vessel tracking currently 
exists. 

Publication of this notice begins a scoping process that identifies and determines the scope of 
environmental issues to be addressed in the PEIS.  This notice requests public participation in the 
scoping process and provides information on how to participate.  The section of the Federal Register 
containing the PIES notice can be accessed via the Internet at 
http://dmses.dot.gov/docimages/p83/373427.pdf
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K.J. Guth 

Captain, US Coast Guard 

2100 Second St, SW 

Washington, DE 20593-0001 

Re: PEIS for a Nationwide Automatic Identification System (GC06.004) 

Dear Mr. Guth: 

The Delaware Coastal Management Program (DCMP) is in receipt of your notice of intent to 

prepare a programmatic environmental impact statement for the establishment of a nationwide 

automatic identification system (NAIS).  The proposed programmatic environmental impact 

statement will require a Coastal Zone Federal Consistency certification concurrence from this 

office if any of the proposed alternatives will have a likely impact on our coastal resources, 

including impacts to navigation and the Port of Wilmington.  Application information and a 

complete list of Delaware’s approved coastal zone management policies are available on-line at: 

http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/dnrec2000/Divisions/Soil/dcmp/2004%20Policy%20Document.pdf.

Please continue coordination with this office as you develop the programmatic environmental 

impact statement for this project.  If you have any questions or state-specific data needs, please 

contact me at (302) 739-9283 or via email at susan.love@state.de.us.

Sincerely,

Susan E. Love 

Delaware Coastal Management Program 
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In Reply Refer To: 

FWS/DHRC/BAPHC/ER05/1006

Ms. Andrea M. Jenkins 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Docket Management Facility 

400 Seventh Street, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20590-0001 

Dear Ms. Jenkins: 

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the subject Notice of 

Intent (NOI)  (Federal Register, November 23, 2005), published by the Department 

of Homeland Security, United States Coast Guard, to prepare a Programmatic 

Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) as part of it’s planning process for the 

Nationwide Automatic Identification System.  The NOI provides a brief discussion 

of the proposed action and alternatives under consideration.  Based upon the 

information provided, we have prepared the following comments pursuant to the:

(1) Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.); (2) Endangered 

Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); (3) Migratory Bird 

Treaty Act, 16 U.S.C. 703; and (4) Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 16 

U.S.C. 668 and other applicable Executive Orders, regulations and policies.

1. The Service concurs with the proposed priority order for selecting antenna 

sites, utilizing:  (1) existing or currently proposed government sites; (2) 

lease commercial sites; and (3) construct new sites. 

2. Construction of new sites should be kept to the absolute minimum necessary 

to accomplish the homeland security purpose.  We concur with and support the 

proposal that new sites will undergo additional site-specific environmental 

review.

3. Use of existing sites, whether government or not, should be accompanied by 

an evaluation of impacts to fish and wildlife resources, including, threatened 

and endangered species, migratory birds, and aquatic animal species and 

habitats.

Finally, in some instances it may be necessary to retrofit already existing, 

approved, or proposed sites/structures to be consistent with the most current 

recommendations for avoidance/minimization of impacts to fish and wildlife 

species (e.g., type and color of strobe lights, height restrictions, guy wires, 

consideration for stream fluvial geomorphology for structures in/near streams).

We would be happy to provide technical assistance on any activities determined 

to be necessary to accomplish retrofitting projects.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Intent to prepare a 

PEIS for the Nationwide Automatic Identification System and anticipate future 

opportunities to provide additional information as site-specific environmental 

documents are prepared.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 

(703)358-2183.

      Sincerely, 

        /s/ 



                                                Dave Stout 

                                                Acting Chief,

                                                Division of

                                                Habitat and Resource

                                                Conservation 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

(NOA, INTERESTED PARTY LETTER, MAILING LIST, PUBLIC COMMENTS AND 

RESPONSES ON THE DRAFT PEIS) 
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United States Department of Justice 
United States Environmental Protection 

Agency
Arizona Public Service Company 
Constellation Energy Generation Group 
Dominion Energy 
Dominion Generation 
Entergy Operations 
Excelon Generation Company, LLC 
General Electric Energy Nuclear Energy 
National Institute of Standards and 

Technology
Nuclear Energy Institute 
Southern Nuclear Company 
USEC, Inc. 

Oil and Gas Sector 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
National Association of Regulatory Utility 

Commissioners
National Association of State Energy Officials 
United States Department of Agriculture 
United States Department of Defense 
United States Department of Energy 
United States Department of Homeland 

Security
United States Department of the Interior 
United States Department of State 
United States Department of Transportation 
United States Environmental Protection 

Agency
American Gas Association 
American Petroleum Institute 
American Public Gas Association 
Anadarko Canada Corp. 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
Association of Oil Pipe Lines 
BP
Canadian Association of Petroleum 

Producers
Chevron Corporation 
ConocoPhillips
Domestic Petroleum Council 
Dominion Resources, Inc. 
Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC 
El Paso Corp. 
ExxonMobil
Gas Processors Association 
International Association of Drilling 

Contractors
Interstate Natural Gas Association of America 
Independent Petroleum Association of 

America
Leffler Energy 
Marathon Petroleum Company, LLC 
National Petrochemical & Refiners 

Association
National Propane Gas Association 
NiSource, Inc. 
Newfoundland Ocean Industries Association 
Offshore Marine Service Association 
Petroleum Marketers Association of America 
Rowan Companies, Inc. 
Shell Oil Company 
Shipley Stores, LLC 
U.S. Oil & Gas Association 
Valero Energy Corporation 
Western States Petroleum Association 

Postal and Shipping Sector 

United States Department of Defense 
United States Department of Health and 

Human Services 
United States Department of Homeland 

Security
United States Department of Justice 

DHL
FedEx
United Parcel Service of America, Inc. 
United States Postal Service 

Transportation Sector 
United States Department of Defense 
United States Department of Energy 
United States Department of Homeland 

Security
United States Department of Transportation 
American Public Transportation Association 
Association of American Railroads 
New Jersey Transit 

Water Sector Members 
Association of State and Interstate Water 

Pollution Control Administrators 
Association of State Drinking Water 

Administrators
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
United States Department of Agriculture 
United States Department of Defense 
United States Department of Health and 

Human Services 
United States Department of Homeland 

Security
United States Department of State 
United States Department of the Interior 
United States Environmental Protection 

Agency
Alexandria Sanitation Authority 
American Water 
American Water Works Association 
Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies 
AWWA Research Foundation 
Bean Blossom Patricksburg Water 

Corporation
Boston Water and Sewer Commission 
Breezy Hill Water and Sewer Company 
City of Portland Bureau of Environmental 

Services
Columbus Water Works 
Fairfax Water 
Greenville Water System 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
Manchester Water Works 
Milwaukee Water Works 
National Association of Clean Water 

Agencies
National Association of Water Companies 
National Rural Water Association 
New York City Department of Environmental 

Protection
Pima County Wastewater Management 

Department
United Water 
Water Environment Federation 
Water Environment Research Foundation 

[FR Doc. E6–10276 Filed 6–29–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4410–10–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY

Coast Guard 

[USCG–2005–22837]

Nationwide Automatic Identification 
System, Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement 

AGENCY: U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security. 

ACTION: Notice of availability; notice of 
public meeting; request for public 
comments.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
announces the availability of the draft 
programmatic environmental impact 
statement (PEIS) addressing the 
proposed implementation of the 
Nationwide Automatic Identification 
System (NAIS) project. The proposed 
implementation of the NAIS project 
would involve installing receivers, 
transmitters, transceivers, repeaters, and 
other equipment on towers or other 
structures at up to 450 sites at locations 
along 95,000 miles of coastline and 
inland waterways, as well as the use of 
selected remote platforms. The USCG 
requests public comments on the draft 
PEIS.
DATES: One public meeting concerning 
the draft PEIS is planned. The public 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
August 9,2006 in Washington, DC. The 
public meeting will begin at 9 a.m. and 
is scheduled to end at 11 a.m. The 
public meeting may end earlier or later 
than the stated time, depending on the 
number of persons wishing to speak. 
Comments and related material 
submitted in response to the request for 
public comments must reach the Docket 
Management Facility on or before 
August 14, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: The public meeting will be 
held at the USCG Headquarters building 
(Transpoint Building), 2100 Second 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20593. 

You may submit comments identified 
by Coast Guard docket number USCG–
2005–22837 to the Docket Management 
Facility at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT). To avoid 
duplication, please use only one of the 
following methods to submit comments 
or other materials: 

(1) Web site: http://dms.dot.gov. 
(2) Mail: Docket Management Facility, 

U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20590–0001.

(3) Fax: 202–493–2251.
(4) Delivery: Room PL–401 on the 

Plaza level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street SW., Washington, DC, 
between 9 a.m and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. The 
telephone number is 202–366–9329.

(5) Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
http://www.regulations.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this notice, 
please call or e-mail Anita Allen, Ph.D., 
NAIS Environmental Manager, at 202–
474–3292 or aallen@comdt.uscg.mil. If 
you have questions on viewing the 
docket, call Ms. Andrea M. Jenkins, 
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Program Manager, Docket Operations at 
202–366–0271.

The draft PEIS is available for viewing 
online at the DOT’s docket management 
Web site: http://dms.dot.gov under
docket number 22837. A copy of the 
draft PEIS can also be obtained on the 
NAIS project Web site: http://
www.uscg.mil/hq/g-a/AIS/ or by 
contacting Dr. Allen. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Meeting 
We invite you to comment at the 

public meeting on the proposed action 
and the evaluation presented in the 
draft PEIS. 

Please notify the USCG prior to the 
public meeting if you wish to speak at 
the public meeting (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT). In order to allow 
everyone a chance to speak, the USCG 
may limit speaker time, or extend the 
meeting hours, or both. You must 
identify yourself, and any organization 
you represent, by name. Your remarks 
will be recorded or transcribed for 
inclusion in the public docket. You may 
submit written material at the public 
meeting, either in place of or in addition 
to speaking. Written material must 
include your name and address. 

Verbal and written input will be 
included in the public docket. Public 
docket materials will be made available 
to the public on the Docket Management 
Facility’s Docket Management System 
(DMS). See ‘‘Request for Comments’’ for 
information about DMS and your rights 
under the Privacy Act. 

If you plan to attend the public 
meeting, and need special assistance 
such as sign language interpretation or 
other reasonable accommodation, please 
notify the USCG (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) at least 3 
business days in advance. Include your 
contact information, as well as 
information about your specific needs. 

Request for Comments 
As a part of the process to prepare the 

PEIS, the USCG requests public 
comments or other relevant information 
on the draft PEIS. The public meeting is 
not the only opportunity you have to 
comment on the draft PEIS. In addition 
to, or in place of attending the meeting, 
persons or organizations can submit 
material to the Docket Management 
Facility during the public comment 
period (see DATES). The USCG will 
consider all comments submitted during 
the public comment period, and 
subsequently will prepare the final 
PEIS. The USCG will announce the 
availability of the final PEIS and once 
again give interested parties an 
opportunity to review the document. (If 

you want the notice for the final PEIS 
to be sent to you, please contact the 
personnel identified in FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.)

All comments received will be posted, 
without change, to http://dms.dot.gov
and will include any personal 
information you have provided. We 
have an agreement with the Department 
of Transportation (DOT) to use the 
Docket Management Facility. Please see 
DOT’s ‘‘Privacy Act’’ paragraph below. 

Submitting comments: If you submit a 
comment, please include your name and 
address, identify the docket number for 
this notice (USCG–2005–22837) and 
give the reason for each comment. You 
may submit your comments by 
electronic means, mail, fax, or delivery 
to the Docket Management Facility at 
the address under ADDRESSES; but 
please submit your comments by only 
one means. If you submit them by mail 
or delivery, submit them in an unbound 
format, no larger than 81⁄2 by 11 inches, 
suitable for copying and electronic 
filing. If you submit them by mail and 
would like to know that they reached 
the Facility, please enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed postcard or envelope. We 
will consider all comments received 
during the comment period. 

Viewing comments and documents: 
To view comments, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time, click on 
‘‘Simple Search,’’ enter the last five 
digits of the docket number for this 
rulemaking, and click on ‘‘Search.’’ You 
may also visit the Docket Management 
Facility in room PL–401 on the Plaza 
level of the Nassif Building, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC, 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holidays. 

Privacy Act: Anyone can search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review the Department of 
Transportation’s Privacy Act Statement 
in the Federal Register published on 
April 11, 2000 (65 FR 19477), or you 
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

Proposed Action 
The USCG published a notice of 

intent to prepare a PEIS for the 
proposed implementation of the NAIS 
project in the Federal Register (70 FR 
70862, November 23, 2005). The 
proposed action requiring 
environmental review is a DHS Level I 
investment and USCG major systems 
acquisition that would involve 
installing receivers, transmitters, 
transceivers, repeaters, and other 

equipment on towers or other structures 
at up to 450 sites along 95,000 miles of 
coastline, other inland waterways, and 
remote platforms such as satellites, 
offshore oil and gas platforms and data 
buoys.

The purpose of the proposed action 
evaluated in the draft PEIS is to 
establish a nationwide network of 
receivers and transmitters to capture, 
display, exchange, and analyze AIS- 
generated information. The proposed 
action would satisfy the USCG’s need to 
enhance homeland security while 
carrying out its mission to ensure 
marine safety and security, preserve 
maritime mobility, protect the marine 
environment, enforce U.S. laws and 
international treaties, and perform 
search and rescue (SAR) operations. 

The AIS is an international standard 
for ship-to-ship, ship-to-shore, and 
shore-to-ship communication of 
information, including vessel identity, 
position, speed, course, destination, and 
other data of critical interest for 
navigational safety and maritime 
security. The proposed implementation 
of the NAIS project would provide the 
USCG with the capability to receive and 
distribute information from shipboard 
AIS equipment and transmit 
information to AIS equipped vessels to 
enhance Maritime Domain Awareness. 
The proposed project would provide 
detection and identification of vessels 
carrying AIS equipment approaching or 
operating in the maritime domain where 
little or no vessel tracking currently 
exists.

Alternatives To the Proposed Action 
The technical and operational 

requirements for NAIS require the 
system to be operational in both inland 
navigable waters and the open ocean out 
to 2,000 nautical miles (NM) offshore. 
No single implementation alternative 
could meet the technical and 
operational requirements of this large 
and geographically variable area. As a 
result, the USCG believes that a 
combination of implementation 
alternatives would be needed to meet 
the technical and operational 
requirements. The proposed 
implementation of the NAIS project 
includes using a combination of the 
following coverage mechanisms: 

(1) NAIS Short-Range Coverage—
Shore-Based Radio Frequency (RF) 
Sites. The establishment of shore-based 
RF sites was the only alternative found 
by the USCG to be viable for achieving 
short-range NAIS coverage. Short-range 
NAIS coverage includes inland 
navigable waters, and out to 50 nautical 
miles (NM) offshore. Shore-based RF 
sites would consist of AIS equipment 
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mounted on towers, buildings, bridges, 
or other structures. The USCG 
anticipates the majority of these sites 
would be tower-based. The USCG 
would be faced with the choice of 
installing AIS equipment at new sites 
(‘‘new build’’); installing AIS equipment 
adjacent to existing communications 
equipment (‘‘collocation’’); or, program 
wide, using a combination of the 
collocation and new build sites for 
shore-based RF sites. 

For the proposed implementation of 
the NAIS project, the USCG has chosen 
to bound or bracket the programmatic 
environmental analysis of the shore- 
based RF sites by evaluating three 
potential NAIS siting alternatives: All 
New Tower Builds, Combination of 
Collocations and New Tower Builds, 
and All Collocations. 

(2) NAIS Long-Range Coverage—
Satellites. For long-range coverage, 
satellite services could be leased from 
commercial satellite providers or the 
government. The USCG is currently 
assessing technology development to 
support this capability. The analysis of 
this alternative assumes that the initial 
technology development would yield a 
deployable solution. The satellite 
system is envisioned to consist of a 
number of low earth orbit satellites to 
provide the needed long-range maritime 
tracking of vessels (i.e., coverage 
requirement to receive AIS signals with 
a minimum 4-hour reporting rate out to 
2,000 NM offshore). 

(3) NAIS Long-Range Coverage—
Offshore Platforms and Data Buoys. 
NAIS long-range coverage could be 
provided, in part, by using existing 
offshore platform and data buoy 
capabilities to provide additional 
coverage availability. The USCG is 
currently evaluating the effectiveness of 
deploying AIS base stations and AIS 
receivers on various offshore Gulf of 
Mexico oil and gas platforms and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration data buoys. Potential 
offshore platforms of interest include 
existing active U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI) Minerals Management 
Service (MMS)-regulated oil and gas 
infrastructures in the Gulf of Mexico, 
Pacific, and Alaska regions. 

Dated: June 22, 2006. 

J.P. Currier, 
Rear Admiral, United Stated Coast Guard, 
Assistant Commandant for Acquisition. 
[FR Doc. E6–10256 Filed 6–29–06; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY

Bureau of Customs and Border 
Protection

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Protest 

AGENCY: Customs and Border Protection, 
Department of Homeland Security. 
ACTION: Proposed collection; comments 
requested.

SUMMARY: Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) of the Department of 
Homeland Security has submitted the 
following information collection request 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and approval in 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995: Protest. This is 
a proposed extension of an information 
collection that was previously 
approved. CBP is proposing that this 
information collection be extended 
without a change to the burden hours. 
This document is published to obtain 
comments form the public and affected 
agencies. This proposed information 
collection was previously published in 
the Federal Register (71 FR 19197) on 
April 13, 2006, allowing for a 60-day 
comment period. This notice allows for 
an additional 30 days for public 
comments. This process is conducted in 
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.10. 
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before July 31, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or 
suggestions regarding the items 
contained in this notice, especially the 
estimated public burden and associated 
response time, should be directed to the 
Office of Management and Budget Desk 
Officer at Nathan.Lesser@omb.eop.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Bureau of Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) encourages the general 
public and affected Federal agencies to 
submit written comments and 
suggestions on proposed and/or 
continuing information collection 
requests pursuant to the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–13).
Your comments should address one of 
the following four points: 

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the Proper performance of the 
functions of the agency/component, 
including whether the information will 
have practical utility; 

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the 
agencies/components estimate of the 
burden of the proposed collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

(4) Minimize the burden of the 
collections of information on those who 
are to respond, including the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of responses. 

Title: Protest.
OMB Number: 1651–0017.
Form Number: CBP Form 19. 
Abstract: This collection is used by an 

importer, filer, or any party at interest 
to petition CBP, or Protest any action or 
charge, made by the port director on or 
against any; imported merchandise, 
merchandise excluded from entry, or 
merchandise entered into or withdrawn 
from a bonded warehouse. 

Current Actions: This submission is to 
extend the expiration date without a 
change to the burden hours. 

Type of Review: Extension (without 
change).

Affected Public: Business.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

3,750.
Estimated Time per Respondent: 6

hours.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 67,995.
Estimated Total Annualized Cost on 

the Public: N/A.
If additional information is required 

contact: Tracey Denning, Bureau of 
Customs and Border Protection, 1300 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Room 
3.2.C, Washington, DC 20229, at 202–
344–1429.

Dated: June 15, 2006. 
Tracey Denning, 
Agency Clearance Officer, Information 
Services Branch. 
[FR Doc. 06–5895 Filed 6–29–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 9111–14–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY

Bureau of Customs and Border 
Protection

Modification of the CBP NCAP Test 
Regarding Reconciliation for Entries 
Under the Dominican Republic-Central 
America-United States Free Trade 
Agreement

AGENCY: Customs and Border Protection, 
Homeland Security. 
ACTION: General notice. 

SUMMARY: This document announces a 
modification to the Customs and Border 
Protection Automated Commercial 
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Nationwide Automatic Information System

Recipients of Draft EIS

U.S. Coast Guard

G-AND (11-1504)

Mr. Thomas Tansey

,

Washington Group International

Chief Environmental Scientist

7800 East Union Aveue

Ms. Marta Green

Denver, CO 80237

U.S. Coast Guard

2100 Second Street, SW

(G-LRA) Room 1417

Mr. Jim McLeod

Washington, DC 20037

BAE Systems

Director Coast Guard Programs

23481 Cottonwood Parkway

Mr. Collin Campbell

California, MD 20619

IBM

Client Manager

1408 Crestridge Drive

Mr. Jim Loving

Silver Spring, MD 20910

BAE Systems

Department Manager

23481 Cottonwood Parkway

Mr. Kevin Williams

California, MD 20619

NOAA, NMFS

1315 East-West Highway,

SSMC 3

Mr. Gregory Silber

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Washington Group International

Business Development

9790 Patuxent Woods Drive

Mr. Alan Brock

Columbia, MD 21046

Passenger Vessel Association

Legislative Director

801 North Quincy Street,

Suite 200

Mr. Ed Welch

Arlington, VA 22203

General Dynamics CYS

Director, Coast Guard Diagrams

2011 Crystal Drive,

Suite 300

Mr. Don Wilt

Arlington, VA 22202



Vice President

Washington Group International

2345 Crystal Drive

Suite 708

Mr. Ron Silva

Arlingotn, VA 22202

L-3 Titan

P.O. Box 5857

Mr. James Scampauia

Arlington, VA 22205

CZMA State POC

Director

Alabama Coastal Area Management Program

Department of Environmental Management

64 North Union Street

Folsom Building

Mr. Jim Griggs

Montgomery, AL 36130

American Samoa Coastal Program

Department of Commerce

Government of Samoa

Ms. Gene Brighouse-Failagua

Pago, AS 96799

Director

Connecticut Coastal Management Program

Department of Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Mr. Charles Evans

Hartford, CT 06106-5127

Director

Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands Coastal 

Resources Management

Office of the Governor

2nd Floor Morgen Building

Mr. Joaquin D. Salas

San Jose, Saipan, MP 96950

Director

New York Coastal Resource Program

Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources

41 State Street

Mr. George Stafford

Albany, NY 12231

Director

Oregon Ocean and Coastal Management Program

Department of Land Conservation and Development

635 Capitol Street NE

Suite 150

Mr. Bob Bailey

Salem, OR 97301-2540

Director

Virgin Islands Coastal Zone Management Program

Department of Planning and Natural Resources

Cyril E. King Airport Terminal Building

2nd Floor

Ms. Janice Hodge

St. Thomas, VI 00802

Federal Environmental PO

Council on Environmental Quality

360 Old Executive Office Building, NW

Mr. Horst Greczmiel

Washington, DC 20501



NEPA State POC

Director, Division of Governmental Coordination

Office of the Governor

302 Gold Street, Suite 202

Mr. Bill Jeffress

Juneau, AK 99801-0030

Manager

Arkansas State Clearinghouse

Office of Intergovernmental Services, Department of 

Finance and Administration

P.O. Box 3278

Mr. Tracy  Copeland

Little Rock, AR 72203

Chief, California State Clearinghouse

Governor's Office of Planning and Research

P.O. Box 3044

Ms. Terry Roberts

Sacramento, CA 95814

Deputy Budget Director

Delaware Executive Budget Office

540 South DuPont Highway

Suite 5

Mr. Robert L. Scoglietti

Dover, DE 19901

Coordinator, Florida State Clearinghouse

Department of Community Affairs

2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard

Ms. Jasmin Raffington

Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100

Acting Branch Chief, Program Coordination Branch

Georgia Department of Natural Resources

2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, SE

Suite 1452 East

Mr. Jim Sommerville

Atlanta, GA 30334

Acting Director, Bureau of Budget and Management 

Research

Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 2950

Ms. Paul D. Leon Guerrero

Agana, GU 96932

Vice Chair

Hawaii Office of Environmental Quality Control

235 South Beretania Street

Room 702

Ms. Patricia  Tummons

Honolulu, HI 96813

Director

Iowa Department of Natural Resources

Henry A. Wallace Building

502 East 9th Street

Mr.  Jeffery R. Vonk

Des Moines, IA 50319-0034

Coordinator, Manger

INEEL Oversight Program

1410 North Hilton

Ms. Kathleen Trever

Boise , ID 83706



Senior Advisor for Regulatory Affairs

The State of Illinois

444 North Capitol Street, NW

Suite 240

Mr. Eric  Brenner 

Washington, IL 20001

Deputy Commissioner of Legal Affairs

Indiana Department of Environmental Management

Indiana Government Center North

100 North Senate Avenue

P.O. Box 6015

Ms. Felicia  Robinson

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6015

Director, Division of Environment

Kansas Department of Health and Environment

Curtis Building

Suite 400

Dr. Ronald Hammerschmidt

Topeka, KS 66612-1367

Secretary

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 4301

Dr. Mike McDaniel

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4301

Director, Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs

251 Causeway Street

Suite 900

Mr.  Jay Wickersham

Boston, MA 02114

Manager

Maryland State Clearinghouse

Maryland Office of Planning

301 West Preston Street

Room 1104

Mrs. Linda C. Janey, J.D.

Baltimore, MD 21201-2305

Office of the Commissioner of Environmental Protection

State of Maine

State House Station #17

Mr. Brooke E. Barnes

Augusta, ME 04333

Coordinator, Regional Review

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments

535 Griswold Street

Suite 300

Mr. Richard Pfaff

Detroit, MI 48226-3602

Liaison for Economy and Infrastructure

State Capitol

Room 130

Mr. Joe Bagnoli

St. Paul, MN 55155

Coordinator 

Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse

Office of Administration

Division of General Services, P.O. Box 809

Harry S. Truman State Office Building, Room 840

Mr. Ewell  Lawson

Jefferson City, MO 65102



Executive Director

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 20305

Mr. Charles Chisolm

Jackson, MS  39289-1305

Environmental Policy Act Coordinator

North Carolina State Clearinghouse

Department of Administration

1302 Mail Service Center

Ms. Chrys Baggett

Raleigh, NC 27699-1302

Director of Programs

Department of Environmental Quality

1200 N Street, Suite 400

P.O. Box 98922

Mr.  Michael Linder

Lincoln, NE 68509

Assistant Commissioner

New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services

P.O. Box 95

Mr. G. Bana Bisbee

Concord, NH 03302-0095

Director

Office of Program Coordination

New Jersey Department of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 418

Mr. Lawrence Schmidt

Trenton, NJ 08625-0418

Chief, Office of Federal Facility Oversight

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

401 East Fifth Street

Mr. Graham E. Mitchell

Dayton, OH 45402-2911

The Department of Environmental Protection Policy and 

Press Office

P.O. Box 2063

Mr.  Joseph Sieber

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

President

Puerto Rico Planning Board

Minillas Government Center

P.O. Box 41119

Mr. Hermenecildo Ortiz

San Juan, PR 00940-1119

Director

Department of Environmental Management

235 Promendae Street

Mr. Jan Reitsma

Providence, RI 02908

South Carolina State Clearinghouse

201 Main Street

Suite 870

Columbia, SC 29201

Staff Attorney

South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources

523 East Capital Avenue

Mr. Joe Nadenicek

Pierre, SD 57501-3181

Deputy for the Governor of Policy

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation

Environmental Policy Office

L&C Tower, 20th Floor

401 Church Street

Mr. David L. Harbin

Nashville, TN 37243



Environmental Policy Director

Governor's Policy Office

P.O. Box 12428

Mr. John Howard

Austin, TX 78711

Environmental Impact Review Manager

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 10009

Ms. Ellie L. Irons

Richmond, VA 23240-0009

Legal Counsel to the Governor

Office of the Governor

Pavilion Office Building

109 State Street

Mr. David  Rocchio

Montpelier, VT 5609

NEPA Coordinator

Environmental Coordination Section

Washington Department of Ecology

P.O. Box 47703

Ms. Barbara Ritchie

Olympia, WA 98504-7703

Administrator, Division of Energy

Wisconsin Department of Administration

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor

P.O. Box 7868

Mr. John Marx

Madison, WI 53707-7868

Manager

Energy Efficient Program

West Virginia Development Office

State Capitol Complex

Building #6, Room 645

Mr. John F. "Jeff" Herholdt, Jr.

Charleston, WV 25305

SHPO

State Historic Preservation Officer

Alabama Historical Commission

468 South Perry Street

Mr. Ed Bridges

Montgomery, AL 36130-0900

State Historic Preservation Officer

Connecticut Historical Commission

755 Main Street

One Financial Plaza

Ms. Jennifer Aniskovich

Hartford, CT 06103

State Historic Preservation Officer, Executive Director

Kentucky Heritage Council 

300 Washington Street

Mr. David L. Morgan

Frankfort , KY 40601

State Historic Preservation Officer

New York Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation

Agency Building #1

Empire State Plaza

Ms. Bernadette Castro

Albany, NY 12238



State Historic Preservation Officer

Oklahoma Historical Society

Wiley Post Historical Building

2100 N. Lincoln Boulevard

Dr. Bob L. Blackburn

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Interim State Historic Preservation Officer

Oregon State Parks & Recreation Department

725 Summer Street

Suite C

Mr. Tim Wood

Salem, OR 97301

USEPA

Regional Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street

Ms. Lisa Hanf

San Francisco, CA 94105

Regional Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8

999 18th Street, Suite 500

Ms. Cindy Cody

Denver, CO 80202-2466

Chief, Office of Environmental Assessment

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4

61 Forsyth Street, SW

Mr. Heinz Mueller

Atlanta, GA 30303

Director

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5

Office of Strategic and Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mr. Jerri-Anne Garl

Chicago, IL 60604-3590

Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region 7 (IA, KS, MO, NE)

901 North 5th Street

Mr.  Joe  Cothern

Kansas City  , KS 66101

Regional Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1

One Congress Street

Suite 1100

Ms. Elizabeth Higgins

Boston, MA 02114-2023

Chief, Strategic Planning and Multimedia Programs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2

290 Broadway, 25th Floor

Mr. Robert Hargrove

New York, NY 10007-1866

Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region 3 (DE, DC, MD, PA, VA, WV) 

1650 Arch St.

Mr. Bill Arguto

Philadelphia, PA 19106



Regional Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6

Office of Planning and Coordination

Mail Code 6EN-XP

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Mr. Michael P. Jansky

Dallas, TX 75202-2733

Regional Environmental Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue

Ms. Judith Leckrone Lee

Seattle, WA 98101

USFWS

Chief

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska (Region 7)

Fisheries and Ecological Services

1011 E. Tudor Rd.

Mr. Leonard Corlin

Anchorage, AK  990503

Chief

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serivce, Southeast (Region 4)

Division of Habitat Conservation

1875 Century Boulevard

Suite 200

Mr. Keith Taniguchi

Atlanta, GA 30345

Chief

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northeast (Region 5)

Division of Habitat Conservation

300 Westgate Center Drive

Ms. Susan Essig

Hadley, MA 01035-9589

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Great Lakes (Region 3)

Ecological Program Services Program Supervisor

Federal Building

Fort Snelling

Ms. Lynn Lewis

Twin Cities, MN 55111

Chief

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southwest (Region 2)

Ecological Services

500 Gold Ave., SW

Mr. Steve Hilfert

Albuquerque, NM 87102

Chief

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific (Region 1)

Habitat Conservation and Forest Resources

East Side Federal Complex

911 N.E. 11th Avenue

Mr. Mark Bagdovitz

Portland, OR 97232-4181
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EPA’s concerns; therefore, EPA does not 
object to the proposed action. 

Dated: June 28, 2006. 
Robert W. Hargrove, 
Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office 
of Federal Activities. 
[FR Doc. E6–10395 Filed 6–30–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY

[ER–FRL–6676–7]

Environmental Impacts Statements; 
Notice of Availability 

Responsible Agency: Office of Federal 
Activities, General Information (202) 
564–7167 or http://www.epa.gov/
compliance/nepa/
Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact 

Statements
Filed 6/19/2006 through 6/23/2006 

pursuant to 40 CFR 1506.9. 
EIS No. 20060260, Final EIS, BLM, AK, 

East Alaska Draft Resource 
Management Plan (RMP), Provide a 
Single Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 
Implementation, Glennallen Field 
Office District, AK, Wait Period Ends: 
7/31/2006. Contact: Bruce Rogers 
907–822–3217.

EIS No. 20060261, Final EIS, NPS, UT, 
Burr Trail Modification Project, 
Proposed Road Modification within 
Capitol Reef National Park, Garfield 
County, UT, Wait Period Ends: July 
31, 2006, Contact: Chris Turk 303–
969–2832.

EIS No. 20060262, Draft EIS, SFW, CA, 
San Joaquin Valley Operations and 
Maintenance Program Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Application for 
Incidental Take Permits, San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus, Merced, Fresno, Kings, 
Kern Mariposa, Madera and Tulare 
Counties, CA, Comment Period Ends: 
9/28/2006, Contact: Lori Rinek 916–
414–6600.

EIS No. 20060263, Final EIS, BIA, MI, 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 
Potawatomi Indians (the Tribe), 
Proposes Fee-to-Trust Transfer and 
Casino Project, Calhoun County, MI, 
Wait Period Ends: 7/31/2006, Contact: 
Terrance Virden 612–725–4510.

EIS No. 20060264, Draft EIS, AFS, WY, 
Lower Valley Energy (LVE) Natural 
Gas Pipeline Project, Construction 
and Operation of a Pressurized 
Natural Gas Pipeline, Special-Use- 
Authorization, Big Piney and Jackson 
Ranger Districts, Bridger-Teton 
National Forest, Sublette and Teton 
Counties, WY, Comment Period Ends: 
8/14/2006, Contact: Teresa Trulock 
307–276–3375.

EIS No. 20060265, Draft EIS, EPA and 
BIA, ND, Mandan, Hidatsa and 
Arikara (MHA) Nation’s Proposed 
Clean Fuels Refinery Project, 
Construct and Operate a New 15,000 
Barrel Per Day Clean Fuels Refinery 
and Grow Hay for Buffalo, Fort 
Berthold Indian Reservation, Ward 
County, ND, Comment Period Ends: 
8/29/2006, Contact: Dana Allen 303–
312–6870. US EPA and U.S. DOI’s
BIA are Co-Lead Agencies for the 
above project. Agencies contact are: 
Diane-Mann-Klager (BIA) 605–226–
7621 and Monica Morales (EPA) 303–
312–6936.

EIS No. 20060266, Draft EIS, DOT, TX, 
North Corridor Fixed Gudeway 
Project, Propose Transit 
Improvements from University of 
Houston (UH)—Downtown Station to 
Northline Mall, Harris County, TX, 
Comment Period Ends: 8/14/2006, 
Contact: John Sweek 817–978–0550.

EIS No. 20060267, Final EIS, BLM, CA, 
Ukiah Resource Management Plan 
Implementation, Several Counties, 
CA, Wait Period Ends: 8/14/2006, 
Contact: Eli Ilano 916–978–4427.

EIS No. 20060268, Draft EIS, FHW, DC, 
11th Street Bridges Project, Anacostia 
Freeway I–295/DC 295, to the 
Southeast/Southwest Freeway (I–695)
Improvements, Funding, NPDES 
Permit, U.S. Army COE Section 10 
and 404 Permits, Washington, DC, 
Comment Period Ends: 8/28/2006, 
Contact: Michael Hicks 202–219–
3513.

EIS No. 20060269, Draft Supplemental, 
COE, MD, Masonville Dredged 
Material Containment Facility, New 
Information, New Source of Dike 
Building Material from the Seagirt 
Dredging Project within the Patapsco 
River, Funding, Baltimore, MD, 
Comment Period Ends: 8/14/2006, 
Contact: Jon Romeo 410–962–6079.

EIS No. 20060270, Second Draft 
Supplemental, COE, FL, Cope Sable 
Seaside Sparrow Protection, Interim 
Operation Plan (IOP), Additional 
Information Alternative 7, Providing 
Additional Flood Control Capacity, 
Implementation, Everglades National 
Park, Miami-Dade County, FL, 
Comment Period Ends: 8/14/2006, 
Contact: Dr. Jon Moulding 904–232–
2286.

EIS No. 20060271, Draft EIS, CGD, 00, 
PROGRAMMATIC—Implementation
of the U.S. Coast Guard Nationwide 
Automatic Identification System 
Project, Providing Vessel 
Identification, Tracking and 
Information Exchange Capabilities to 
Support National Maritime Interests, 
Comment Period Ends: 8/14/2006, 
Contact: Anita Allen 202–475–3292.

EIS No. 20060272, Draft EIS, COE, NC, 
West Onslow Beach and New River 
Inlet (Topsail Beach) Shore Protection 
Project, Storm Damages and Beach 
Erosion Reduction, Funding, Pender 
County, NC, Comment Period Ends: 
8/14/2006, Contact: Jenny Owens 
910–251–4757.

EIS No. 20060273, Draft EIS, RUS, MT, 
Highwood Generating Station, 250- 
megawatt Coal Fired Power Plant and 
6MW of Wind Generation at a Site 
near Great Falls, Construction and 
Operation, Licenses Permit, U.S. 
Army COE Section 10 Permit, Cascade 
County, MT, Comment Period Ends: 
8/15/2006, Contact: Richard Fristik 
202–720–5093.

Amended Notices 

EIS No. 20060184, Draft EIS, COE, MD, 
Masonville Dredge Material 
Containment Facility (DMCF), 
Construction from Baltimore Harbor 
Channel north of Point-Rock Point 
Line, U.S. Army COE Section 10 and 
404 Permits, Baltimore, MD, 
Comment Period Ends: 8/14/2006, 
Contact: Jon Romeo 410–962–6079.
Revision to FR Published on 
5/19/2006: Comment Period extended 
from 7/7/2006 to 8/14/2006. 

EIS No. 20060218, Draft EIS, FHW, NY, 
Williamsville Toll Barrier 
Improvement Project, Improvements 
from New York Thruway, Interstate 
90 between Interchange 48A and 50, 
Funding, Erie and Genesee Counties, 
NY, Comment Period Ends: August 
21, 2006, Contact: Amy Jackson-Grove 
518–431–4125. Revision to FR Notice 
Published 6/2/2006: Correction to 
Comment Period from 7/24/2006 to 
8/21/2006.

EIS No. 20060220, Draft EIS, BLM, ID, 
Snake River Birds of Prey National 
Conservation Area, Resource 
Management Plan, Implementation, 
Ada, Canyon, Elmore, Owyhee 
Counties, ID, Comment Period Ends: 
8/31/2006, Contact: Mike O’Donnell
208–384–3315. Revision to FR Notice 
Published 6/2/2006: Extending 
Comment Period from 8/17/2006 to 8/ 
31/2006.

Dated: June 28, 2006. 

Robert W. Hargrove, 
Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office 
of Federal Activities. 
[FR Doc. E6–10394 Filed 6–30–06; 8:45 am] 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
FOR A NATIONWIDE AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

On June 30, 2006, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) published a Notice of Availability; Notice of Public 
Meeting; Request for Public Comments in the Federal Register (Volume 71, Number 126, Pages 37594-
37596) concerning the availability of a draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) 
addressing the proposed implementation of a Nationwide Automatic Identification System (NAIS).  One 
public meeting concerning the draft PEIS will be held at USCG Headquarters in Washington, DC, on 
Wednesday, August 9, 2006 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

The NAIS project was initiated as a component of implementing the Maritime Transportation Security Act 
of 2002.  Implementation of the NAIS, in part, involves installing Automatic Identification System (AIS) 
equipment and related support systems on and around communications towers or other structures 
including remote platforms such as satellites, offshore oil and gas platforms, and data buoys to provide 
coverage along 95,000 miles of coastline and inland waterways. 

AIS is an international standard for ship-to-ship, ship-to-shore, and shore-to-ship communication of 
information, including vessel identity, position, speed, course, destination, and other data of critical 
interest for navigational safety and maritime security. The proposed implementation of the NAIS project 
would provide the USCG with the capability to receive and distribute information from shipboard AIS 
equipment and transmit information to AIS equipped vessels to enhance Maritime Domain Awareness. 
The proposed project would provide detection and identification of vessels carrying AIS equipment 
approaching or operating in the maritime domain where little or no vessel tracking currently exists. 

The entire Federal Register notice, including procedures for submission of comments can be found via 
the Internet at http://dmses.dot.gov/docimages/p86/403315.pdf.
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APPENDIX C 

APPLICABLE LAWS AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS
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Appendix C 

Applicable Laws and Executive Orders
1

Title, Citation Summary 

Archaeological and Historical 
Preservation Act, 16 United 
States Code (U.S.C.) 469 

Protects and preserves historical and archaeological data.  
Requires Federal agencies to identify and recover data from 
archaeological sites threatened by a proposed action(s). 

Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. 7401–
7671q, as amended 

Establishes Federal standards for air pollutants.  Prevents 
significant deterioration in areas of the country where air quality 
fails to meet Federal standards. 

Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 
1251–1387 (also known as the 
Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act)

Comprehensively restores and maintains the chemical, physical, 
and biological integrity of the nation’s waters.  Implemented and 
enforced by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act, 
16 U.S.C. 3501–3510 

Discourages coastal barrier island degradation by prohibiting 
direct or indirect Federal financial funds (including flood 
insurance) for development, except for emergency life-saving 
activities.

Coastal Zone Management Act of 
1972, 16 U.S.C. 1451–1464 

Establishes a policy to preserve, protect, develop, and, where 
possible, restore and enhance the resources of the nation’s coastal 
zone.  Encourages and assists states in developing and 
implementing coastal zone management programs. 

Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. 
9601–9675 (also known as 
“Superfund”)

Provides for liability, compensation, cleanup, and emergency 
response for hazardous substances released into the environment 
and cleanup of inactive hazardous substances disposal sites.
Establishes a fund financed by hazardous waste generators to 
support cleanup and response actions. 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
16 U.S.C. 1531–1543, as 
amended 

Protects threatened, endangered, and candidate species of fish, 
wildlife, and plants and their designated critical habitats.  Prohibits 
Federal action that jeopardizes the continued existence of 
endangered or threatened species.  Requires consultation with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries and a biological 
assessment when such species are present in an area affected by 
government activities. 

Farmlands Protection Policy Act, 
P.L. 97-98, 7 U.S.C. 4201, et seq. 

Minimizes the extent to which Federal programs contribute to the 
unnecessary or irreversible conversion of farmland to 
nonagricultural uses.  The act also ensures that Federal programs 
are administered in a manner that, to the extent practicable, will be 
compatible with private, state, and local government programs and 
policies to protect farmland.   
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Table of Applicable Laws and Executive Orders (continued) 

Title, Citation Summary 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act, 16 U.S.C. 661–667e, as 
amended  

Authorizes the Secretaries of the Interior and Commerce to 
provide assistance to and cooperate with Federal and state 
agencies to protect, rear, stock, and increase the supply of game 
and fur-bearing animals, as well as to study the effects of domestic 
sewage, trade wastes, and other polluting substances on wildlife.  
The 1946 amendments require consultation with the USFWS and 
the state fish and wildlife agencies involving any waterbodies that 
are proposed or authorized, permitted, or licensed to be 
impounded, diverted, or otherwise controlled or modified by any 
agency under a Federal permit or license.  

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management 
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801–1883, as 
amended 

Establishes regional fisheries councils that set fishing quotas and 
restrictions in U.S. waters.  Requires Federal agencies to consult 
with NOAA Fisheries on all actions (authorized, funded, or 
undertaken) that might adversely affect essential fish habitat. 

Marine Mammal Protection Act 
of 1972, 16 U.S.C. 1361–1389, 
1401–1407, 1538, 4107 

Establishes a moratorium on the taking and importation of marine 
mammals.  Prohibits harassing, hunting, capturing, collecting, or 
killing of marine mammals or attempting such actions.  Requires 
permits for taking marine mammals.  Requires consultations with 
USFWS and NOAA Fisheries if impacts on marine mammals are 
possible.

Maritime Transportation Security 
Act of 2002, Public Law (P. L.) 
107-295 

Designed to protect the nation’s ports and waterways from a 
terrorist attack.  Requires vessels and port facilities to conduct 
vulnerability assessments and develop security plans that could 
include passenger, vehicle, and baggage screening procedures; 
security patrols; establishing restricted areas; personnel 
identification procedures; access control measures; and installation 
of surveillance equipment.  Mandates regulations for AIS carriage 
requirements for certain vessels.   

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
16 U.S.C. 703–712 

Implements treaties and conventions between the United States, 
Canada, Japan, Mexico, and the former Soviet Union for the 
protection of migratory birds.  Unless otherwise permitted by 
regulations, the Act makes it unlawful to pursue, hunt, take, 
capture, or kill; attempt to take, capture, or kill; possess, offer to 
sell, barter, purchase, or deliver; or cause to be shipped, exported, 
imported, transported, carried, or received any migratory bird, 
part, nest, egg, or product, manufactured or not.  The Act also 
makes it unlawful to ship, transport or carry from one state, 
territory, or district to another, or through a foreign country, any 
bird, part, nest, or egg that was captured, killed, taken, shipped, 
transported, or carried contrary to the laws from where it was 
obtained; and import from Canada any bird, part, nest, or egg 
obtained contrary to the laws of the province from which it was 
obtained.  The U.S. Department of the Interior has authority to 
arrest, with or without a warrant, a person violating the Act. 
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Table of Applicable Laws and Executive Orders (continued) 

Title, Citation Summary 

National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969, 42 U.S.C. 4321–
4370e, as amended 

Requires Federal agencies to use a systematic approach when 
assessing environmental impacts of government activities.  
Proposes an interdisciplinary approach in a decisionmaking 
process designed to identify unacceptable or unnecessary impacts 
to the environment. 

National Historic Preservation 
Act, 16 U.S.C. 470–470x-6 

Requires Federal agencies to consider the effect of any federally 
assisted undertaking or licensing on any district, site, building, 
structure, or object eligible for inclusion, or listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Provides for the nomination, 
identification (through NRHP listing), and protection of significant 
historical and cultural properties. 

National Marine Sanctuaries Act, 
16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq. 

Authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to designate national 
marine sanctuaries based on statutory criteria and stipulated 
factors to be considered by the Secretary as a basis for designation.  
Stipulates consultation requirements with various Federal 
agencies, Congressional committees, state agencies, and regional 
fishery councils. 

Noise Control Act of 1972, 
42 U.S.C. 4901–4918 

Establishes a national policy to promote an environment free from 
noise that jeopardizes health and welfare.  Authorizes the 
establishment of Federal noise emissions standards and provides 
relevant information to the public. 

Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance 
Prevention Control Act of 1990, 
16 U.S.C. 4701–4751 

Establishes aquatic nuisance species. 

Occupational Safety and Health 
Act of 1970, 29 U.S.C. 651–678 

Establishes standards to protect workers, including standards on 
industrial safety, noise, and health standards. 

Port and Waterways Safety Act, 
33 U.S.C. 1221–1232 

Sets boat operating and towing safety requirements and establishes 
enforcement provisions.  Authorizes the U.S. Coast Guard 
(USCG) to establish vessel traffic service/separation schemes for 
ports, harbors, and other waters subject to congested vessel traffic. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, P.L. 
90-542, 16 U.S.C. 1271, et seq. 

Establishes a National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and 
prescribes the methods and standards through which additional 
rivers may be identified and added to the system.  

Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. 6901–
6992k 

Establishes requirements for safely managing and disposing of 
solid and hazardous waste and underground storage tanks. 
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Table of Applicable Laws and Executive Orders (continued) 

Title, Citation Summary 

Executive Order (EO) 11988, 
Floodplain Management, May 
24, 1977 

Directs agencies to consider alternatives to avoid adverse effects 
and incompatible development in floodplains.  An agency may 
locate a facility in a floodplain if the head of the agency finds 
there is no practicable alternative.  If it is found there is no 
practicable alternative, the agency must minimize potential harm 
to the floodplain, and circulate a notice explaining why the action 
is to be located in the floodplain prior to taking action.  Finally, 
new construction in a floodplain must apply accepted 
floodproofing and flood protection to include elevating structures 
above the base flood level rather than filling in land. 

EO 11990, Protection of 

Wetlands, May 24, 1977 
Directs agencies to consider alternatives to avoid adverse effects 
and incompatible development in wetlands.  Federal agencies are 
to avoid new construction in wetlands, unless the agency finds 
there is no practicable alternative to construction in the wetland 
and the proposed construction incorporates all possible measures 
to limit harm to the wetland.  Agencies should use economic and 
environmental data, agency mission statements, and any other 
pertinent information when deciding whether or not to build in 
wetlands.  EO 11990 directs each agency to provide for early 
public review of plans for construction in wetlands. 

EO 12372, Intergovernmental 

Review of Federal Programs,
July 14, 1982, 47 Federal 
Register (FR) 30959 (6/16/82), as 
supplemented

Requires Federal agencies to consult with state and local 
governments when proposed Federal financial assistance or direct 
Federal development impacts interstate metropolitan urban centers 
or other interstate areas. 

EO 12898, Environmental

Justice, February 11, 1994, 59 FR 
7629 (2/16/94), as amended

Requires certain Federal agencies, to the greatest extent 
practicable permitted by law, to make environmental justice part 
of their missions by identifying and addressing disproportionately 
high and adverse health or environmental effects on minority and 
low-income populations. 

EO 13148, Greening the 

Government Through Leadership 
in Environmental Management,
April 21, 2000, 65 FR 24595 
(4/26/00)

Designates the head of each Federal agency to ensure that all 
necessary actions are taken to integrate environmental 
accountability into agency day-to-day decisionmaking and long-
term planning processes, across all agency missions, activities, and 
functions.  Establishes goals for environmental management, 
environmental compliance, right-to-know (informing the public 
and their workers of possible sources of pollution resulting from 
facility operations) and pollution prevention, and similar matters. 

EO 13175, Consultation and 

Coordination with Indian Tribal 

Governments, November 6, 2000, 
65 FR 67249 (11/09/00) 

Requires Federal agencies to establish an accountable process that 
ensures meaningful and timely input from tribal officials in 
developing policies that have tribal implications. 
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Table of Applicable Laws and Executive Orders (continued) 

Title, Citation Summary 

EO 13186, Responsibilities of 

Federal Agencies to Protect 

Migratory Birds, January 10, 
2001, 66 FR 3853 (1/17/01) 

Requires each agency to ensure that environmental analyses of 
Federal actions (required by the National Environmental Policy 
Act or other established environmental review processes) evaluate 
the effects of actions and agency plans on migratory birds, 
emphasizing species of concern.  Agencies must support the 
conservation intent of migratory bird conventions by integrating 
bird conservation principles, measures, and practices into agency 
activities, and by avoiding or minimizing, to the extent practicable, 
adverse impacts on migratory bird resources when conducting 
agency actions.  The EO provides broad guidelines on 
conservation responsibilities and requires the development of 
more detailed guidance in a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU).  The EO is coordinated and implemented by the USFWS.  
The MOU will outline how Federal agencies will promote 
conservation of migratory birds.  The EO requires the support of 
various conservation planning efforts already in progress; 
incorporation of bird conservation considerations into agency 
planning, including NEPA analyses; and reporting annually on the 
level of take of migratory birds. 

EO 11593, Protection and 

Enhancement of the Cultural 
Environment, May 13, 1971, 36 
FR 8921 (5/15/71)

Requires all Federal agencies to locate, identify, and record all 
cultural resources, including significant archaeological, historical, 
or architectural sites. 

1 This table only reflects those laws and EOs that might reasonably be expected to apply to the Proposed Action and alternatives.

Other laws and EOs that are relevant include, but are not limited to:  

Abandoned Shipwreck Act, 43 U.S.C. 2102, et seq. 

American Indian Religious Freedom Act, 42 U.S.C. 1996, et seq. 

Antiquities Act, 16 U.S.C. 433, et seq.; Archaeological Resources Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 
470 aa-ll, et seq. 

Architectural Barriers Act, 42 U.S.C. 4151, et seq. 

Community Environmental Response Facilitation Act, 42 U.S.C. 9620, et seq. 

Department of Transportation Act, P.L. 89-670, 49 U.S.C. 303, Section 4(f), et seq. 

Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, 42 U.S.C. 11001–11050, et seq. 

Environmental Quality Improvement Act, P.L. 98-581, 42 U.S.C. 4371, et seq. 

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, P.L. 86-139, 7 U.S.C. 135, et seq. 

Federal Records Act, 44 U.S.C. 2101–3324, et seq. 

Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, P.L. 85-888, 16 U.S.C. 742, et seq. 

Flood Disaster Protection Act, 42 U.S.C. 4001, et seq. 

Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1401–1445 
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Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3001, et seq. 

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Convention Act of 1995, 16 U.S.C. 5601–5610 

Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act of 1953, 43 U.S.C. 1331–1356, as amended 

Pollution Prevention Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 13101-13109, et seq. 

Safe Drinking Water Act, P.L. 93-523, 42, U.S.C. 201, et seq. 

Toxic Substances Control Act, 7 U.S.C. 136, et seq. 

EO 11514, Protection and Enhancement of Environmental Quality, March 5, 1970, 35 FR 4247, 
as amended by EO 11541, July 1,1970, 35 FR 10737 and EO 11991, May 24, 1977, 42 FR 26967 

EO 12088, Federal Compliance with Pollution Control Standards, 43 FR 47707, October 13, 
1978, as amended by EO 12580, January 23, 1987, and revoked (in part) by EO 13148, April 21, 
2000

EO 12114, Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions, January 9, 1979, 44 FR 
1957

EO 12902, Energy Efficiency and Water Conservation at Federal Facilities, March 8, 1994, 
59 FR 11463 

EO 12962, Recreational Fisheries, June 7, 1995, 60 FR 307695 

EO 13007, Historic Sites Act, May 24, 1996, 16 U.S.C. 46, et seq.; Indian Sacred Sites, 61 FR 
26771 

EO 13045, Protection of Children from Environmental Health and Safety Risks, 62 FR 19885, 
April 21, 1997, as amended by EO 13229, October 9, 2001, 66 FR 52013 and EO 13296, April 
18, 2003, 68 FR 19931 

EO 13089, Coral Reef Protection, June 11 1998, 64 FR 232, December 3, 1999 

EO 13112, Invasive Species, February 3, 1999, 64 FR 6183, as amended by EO 13286, February 
28, 2003, 68 FR 10619 

EO 13123, Greening the Government Through Efficient Energy Management, June 3, 1999, 
64 FR 30851 

EO 13132, Federalism, August 4, 1999, 64 FR 43255 

EO 13158, Marine Protected Areas, May 26, 2000, 65 FR 2490 
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Appendix D 

Glossary

Aid to Navigation 
(AtoN)

Any device external to a vessel or aircraft specifically intended to assist 
navigators in determining their position or safe course, or to warn them of 
dangers or obstructions to navigation.  

Antenna Any structure or device used to collect or radiate electromagnetic waves; 
specifically, that part of a transmitter or receiver that contains, or itself consists 
of, the apparatus that radiates or receives electromagnetic waves. 

Automatic
Identification System 
(AIS)

AIS is an international standard (International Telecommunications Union 
Recommendation [ITU-R] M.1371-1, Technical Characteristics for a 

Universal Shipborne Automatic Identification System Using Time Division 

Multiple Access in the Maritime Mobile Band), adopted by the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), for ship-to-ship, ship-to-shore, and shore-to-ship 
communication of information, including vessel identity, position, speed, 
course, destination, other data of critical interest for maritime safety and 
security. 

Command and Control The exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated commander 
over assigned forces in the accomplishment of the port security mission. 
Command and control functions are performed through an arrangement of 
personnel, equipment, communication, facilities, and procedures employed by a 
commander in planning, directing, coordinating, and controlling forces and 
operations in the accomplishment of the port security mission. 

Common Operational 
Picture (COP) 

The (maritime) COP is a display of relevant maritime information shared by 
more than one command or organization.  The COP provides a shared display 
of friendly, enemy/suspect, and neutral vessel tracks on a chart, with applicable 
geographically referenced overlays and data enhancements to facilitate 
collaborative planning and strategic decisionmaking.   

Department of 
Homeland Security 
(DHS)

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 established the DHS whose primary 
mission is to prevent, protect against, and respond to acts of port security 
terrorism on our soil. 

Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety 
System (GMDSS) 

GMDSS is an internationally-agreed set of safety procedures, types of 
equipment, and global communication system (provided through a system of 
inter-linked satellites) enabling vessels in distress to transmit distress signals to 
nearby coast stations and vessels.  GMDSS provides a positioning system 
combined with emergency communications. 

Global Positioning 
System (GPS) 

GPS is a spaced-based positioning, velocity and time system that uses satellites 
for world-wide coverage. 

International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) 

The IMO is a specialized agency of the United Nations which is responsible for 
measures to improve the safety and security of international shipping and to 
prevent marine pollution from ships.   
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Line of Sight When viewing a scene the line of sight is the straight line between the observer 
and the target.  Line of sight is commonly used to refer to telecommunication 
links that rely on a line of sight between the transmitting antenna and the 
receiving antenna.  Such capability is necessary for high frequency microwave 
links that offer relatively high bandwidth communication circuits.  Typical 
operating frequencies are in the gigahertz frequency range where the radio path 
is not reflected or refracted to any great extent. 

Local Notice to 
Mariners

A written document issued by each USCG District to disseminate important 
information affecting aids to navigation, dredging, marine construction, special 
marine activities, and bridge construction on the waterways within that district. 

Maritime Domain 
Awareness (MDA) 

MDA is the effective understanding of anything associated with the global 
marine environment that could impact the security, safety, economy, or 
environment of the United States.  The goal of MDA is to provide situational 
awareness for decision makers at all levels using a host of systems, sensors, and 
processes.   

Maritime 
Transportation Security 
Act of 2002 (MTSA) 

The MTSA contains several provisions intended to protect America’s maritime 
community against the threat of terrorism without adversely affecting the flow 
of U.S. commerce through our ports. Section 102 of the MTSA creates a new 
subtitle VI of 46 U.S.C., to establish a comprehensive national system of 
transportation security enhancements. Chapter 701 of this subtitle contains 
provisions related to port security.  

The Act creates a national maritime security system and requires Federal 
agencies, ports, and vessel owners to take numerous steps to upgrade security. 
The Act requires USCG to conduct vulnerability assessments of U.S. ports. It 
also requires USCG to develop national and regional area maritime 
transportation security plans and requires that seaports, waterfront terminals, 
and certain types of vessels develop and submit security and incident response 
plans to the USCG for approval. The MTSA also requires the USCG to conduct 
antiterrorism assessments of certain foreign ports. Under this law, certain 
vessels operating in U.S. navigable waters are required to be equipped with and 
operate an Automatic Identification System (AIS). Finally, the Act authorizes a 
Federal grant program to help defray the cost of security upgrades at U.S. 
seaports.

National Strategy for 
Maritime Security 

In December 2004, the President directed the Secretaries of the Department of 
Defense and DHS to lead the Federal effort to develop a comprehensive 
National Strategy for Maritime Security, to better integrate and synchronize the 
existing Department-level strategies and ensure their effective and efficient 
implementation (National Security Presidential Directive NSPD-14/Homeland 
Security Presidential Directive HSPD-13, Subject: Maritime Security Policy, 
December 21, 2004).  The National Strategy for Maritime Security aligns all 
Federal government maritime security programs and initiatives into a 
comprehensive and cohesive national effort involving appropriate Federal, 
state, local, and private sector entities. 
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Nationwide Differential 
Global Positioning 
System (NDGPS) 

NDGPS provides accurate dynamic navigation information for land and marine 
travelers with 1- to 2- meter accuracy (and possibly better in the future).  This 
will enable improved collision notification systems, collision avoidance 
systems, and more accurate route guidance systems.  

The NDGPS involves the expansion of an existing network of USCG local area 
Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) reference stations currently 
covering United States coastal areas and major inland waterways. 

Nautical Mile (NM) A unit of distance used principally in navigation.  The international nautical 
mile is 1,852 meters long. 

Ports and Waterways 
Safety System 
(PAWSS)

PAWSS is a USCG project to provide an integrated system of vessel traffic 
centers, communications, information management capabilities, remote 
sensors, and associated facilities for vessel traffic management in selected U.S. 
ports and waterways to provide safe operations and protect the environmental. 
PAWSS capabilities can directly support USCG maritime security operations 
for tasking such as surveillance, detection, and command and control. 

National Distress and 
Response System 
Modernization Project 
(“Rescue 21”) 

The National Distress and Response System (NDRS), the USCG’s short range 
VHF-FM radio system, consists of approximately 300 remotely controlled VHF 
radios and antenna high-level sites (HLS) located throughout the terrestrial 
regions of the continental United States (including the Great Lakes and all 
major inland bays and waterways), Alaska, Hawaii, the Caribbean, and Guam.  
The NDRS uses VHF-FM radios to provide two-way voice communications 
coverage in coastal areas and navigable inland waterways where commercial or 
recreational traffic exists.  The NDRS’s primary mission is to provide the 
USCG with a means to monitor the international VHF-FM distress frequency 
and to coordinate search and rescue response operations.  Its secondary mission 
is to provide command and control communications for virtually all USCG 
missions.  Currently the NDRS consists of approximately 300 remotely 
controlled VHF radios and antenna HLS, and the USCG estimates that a total 
of 377 sites are needed to provide full coverage of the coastal zone and inland 
waterways.  Modernization of the NDRS was Congressionally mandated by the 
Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, 2002.  
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Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) Convention 

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) is the most 
important treaty protecting the safety of merchant ships.  The first version of 
the treaty was passed in 1914 in response to the sinking of the RMS Titanic.  It 
prescribed numbers of lifeboats and other emergency equipment along with 
safety procedures, including continuous radio watches.  Newer versions were 
adopted in 1929, 1948, 1960 and 1974.  The 1960 Convention—which was 
activated in 1965—was the first major achievement for International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) after its creation and represented a massive advance in 
updating commercial shipping regulations and in staying up-to-date with new 
technology and procedures in the industry.  The 1974 version simplified the 
process for amending the treaty.  A number of amendments have been adopted 
since.  In particular, amendments in 1992 replaced Morse code with the Global 
Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS), beginning in 1999. 

In December 2000, Chapter V was amended to require AIS, capable of 
providing information about the ship to other ships and to coastal authorities 
automatically, to be fitted aboard all ships of 300 gross tonnage and upwards 
engaged on international voyages, cargo ships of 500 gross tonnage and 
upwards not engaged on international voyages and passenger ships irrespective 
of size built on or after 1 July 2002. 

SOLAS class Generally, ships more than 300 gross tons on an international voyage and cargo 
ships more than 500 gross tons and passenger ships carrying more than 12 
passengers.

U.S. Maritime Domain The U.S. Maritime Domain encompasses all U.S. ports and port security, inland 
waterways, harbors, navigable waters, Great Lakes, territorial seas, contiguous 
waters, customs waters, coastal seas, littoral areas, the U.S. Exclusive 
Economic Zone, and oceanic regions of U.S. national interest, as well as the sea 
lanes to the United States, and U.S. maritime approaches. 

Very High Frequency 
(VHF)

Radio frequency of 30 MHz to 300 MHz.  The VHF system is essentially a 
line-of-sight system limited in range to only a little beyond the horizon.  

Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS) 

VMS is a system employed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to monitor 
and enforce compliance with NMFS requirements.  VMS relies upon satellite 
communications to monitor the movements of and collect data from fishing 
vessels meeting specific criteria, such as vessels participating in a specific 
fishery.   

Vessel Traffic Service 
(VTS)

The purpose of a Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) is to provide active monitoring 
and navigational advice for vessels in particularly confined and busy 
waterways. There are two main types of VTS, surveilled and non-surveilled. 
Surveilled systems consist of one or more land-based sensors (i.e. radar, AIS 
and closed circuit television sites), which output their signals to a central 
location where operators monitor and manage vessel traffic movement. Non-
surveilled systems consist of one or more reporting points at which ships are 
required to report their identity, course, speed, and other data to the monitoring 
authority. They encompass a wide range of techniques and capabilities aimed at 
preventing vessel collisions, rammings, and groundings in the harbor, harbor 
approach and inland waterway phase of navigation. They are also designed to 
expedite ship movements, increase transportation system efficiency, and 
improve all-weather operating capability.  
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