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SUBJECT:  Approved Appraisal Deviation for Tobacco Mosaic Virus (TMV) for Guaranteed
Tobacco in North Carolinaand Virginiafor Crop Y ear 2000

BACKGROUND:

The Risk Management Agency issued Bulletin MGR-00-021 on June 30, 2000, to authorize an
appraisal deviation for severe infestations of TMV in four states. Similar severe early infestations
of TMV have been identified on tobacco in Virginiaand North Carolina. A recent letter from a
Professor of Plant Pathology, Virginia Tech University, stated “this year many Virginiafarmers
have found extensive levels of TMV-infected plantsin their crop within the first 2 to 3 weeks after
trangplanting.” He goes on to state this infestation is the earliest and most widespread that heis
aware of, and definitely constitutes an epidemic.

Current indications are that damage from severe TMV infestation has occurred during the
insurance period. TMV infection is most severe in Virginia; however, North Carolinaalso has a
severe TMV infestation.

ACTION:

For crop year 2000, the appraisal deviation and criteria authorized in MGR-00-021 is extended to
include North Carolinaand Virginia

DISPOSAL :

This bulletin is effective until the disposal date, December 31, 2000.
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