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Map produced by the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
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irginia Agriculture is always
being counted, measured, priced,
analyzed, and reported to give
people the facts they need.
Completing the activities in this
book will help you understand
just how much
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Agriculture
Counts!
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It All Started with a LetterIt All Started with a LetterIt All Started with a LetterIt All Started with a LetterIt All Started with a Letter

In 1791 President George Washington received a letter from an Englishman named
Arthur Young.  Mr. Young had written to several farmers requesting information on land
values, crops, yields, livestock prices, and taxes with no luck. By personally conducting a
mail survey and compiling the results, President Washington was able to gather enough
information to answer all of Mr. Young’ s questions about American Agriculture. George
Washington, in effect, had just conducted the Nation’s first agricultural survey.

-2-

Fun Ag Facts!

.dlrow eht ni tsenif eht gnoma era stunaep ainigriV

.stunaep fo scallidaC eht meht llac elpoep emoS

It takes a broiler egg
21 days to hatch

You would have to eat 11 medium eggs or 17 slices of white
bread or 2 1/2 cups of greens, or 4 1/2 ounces of sardines to get
the amount of calcium found in just two 8- ounce glasses of milk.

or or or =

A milk cow gives an average of 42
pounds of milk a day.
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Today, the National Agricultural Statistics Service �NASS� has the
responsibility of collecting data for agricultural surveys. NASS has offices
in 46 states throughout the United States. NASS also has an interna�
tional program office that helps other countries with their planning and
reporting of agricultural statistics.

Below is a list of countries NASS has worked with.  Draw
a line to match the name of the continent or region with
the correct map.
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Kidz Jokes
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The Virginia Agricultural Statistics Service �VASS� collects data for
Virginia Agriculture.  Below is a list of Virginia�s top cash commodities.
List them in order from highest to lowest.

Top Cash
Commodities
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Directions:

Try to fill in the missing numbers.

Use the numbers 1 through 9 to complete the equations.

Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation. Each column is a math equation.
Remember that multiplication and division are performed before addition and subtraction.

Math Square
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The First shipments of Virginia�grown tobacco reached England in 1614. This began to�
bacco as a chief export of the American colonies. The ports in Hampton Road are the largest
tobacco exporters in the United States. Tobacco is from the Solanaceous ������������������ family
and is related to garden vegetables such as  potatoes, tomatoes, and eggplant. Because of its ex�
cellent quality, Flue�cured tobacco is produced in many nations around the world including
Australia, Canada, Africa, South America, and parts of Asia. Today, tobacco is still Virginia's
largest cash crop and number 1 export.
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Add the numbers below to find out how many har�
vested acres of corn for grain Virginia had in 2004

harvested acres

100,000
100,000

100,000
60,000
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kidz puzzle
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Below are the top three States in the nation for production of tomatoes.
Can you identify these States?

1

25 million crates

18 Million crates

3 million crates
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3

2

1616161616

Maze

Finish

Help the chick find it’s mother
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Broilers are Virginia�s #1 cash commodity. Broilers made Virginia $590 
million in 2004. Cattle and calves are Virginia's #2�cash commodity. 
Cattle made Virginia $318�million in 2004. ��
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Farm Scramble
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Unscramble the words below
to reveal a farm word
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Below are Virginia�s top 4 cash commodities. Make a
bar chart using the following data about each.
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Matching
Match the words in column 1 with the animal
or crop they came from in column 2. (column
2 words can be used more than once.)
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Let�s Conduct A Survey! Fill out the survey form below for each farm.
When you complete the survey, use the data to fill in the press release!

............ 5

............ 6

........... 17

........... 10

Apple Trees

Corn For Grain

Wheat

Hay Bales

Farmer Adams   Farmer Bell  Farmer Callahan   Farmer Douglas 2004 Total 2003 Total

Total Crops

Farmer Adams  Farmer Bell  Farmer Callahan  Farmer Douglas

2004 Survey Form
2003
Totals

............ 5

............ 18

........... 12

........... 10

Pigs

Horses

Cows

Chickens

Total Livestock

Farmer Adams Farmer Bell Farmer Callahan Farmer Douglas

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����
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2004
Totals

CROPS AND LIVESTOCK PRESS RELEASE

DATE:                                  RELEASE NUMBER:
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