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The futures markets and the participants in those markets have evolved dramatically in 
size and complexity in recent years. 
 
Recent increases in the prices of energy and agricultural commodities have placed 
considerable strain on U.S. households.  These issues are a matter of intense focus at the 
CFTC. 
 
As conditions in the commodity markets have become challenging, the CFTC has 
undertaken several initiatives to enhance its oversight of those markets:  1) Increasing 
Information and Transparency; 2) Ensuring Proper Market Controls; 3) Continuing 
Aggressive Enforcement Efforts; 4) Improving Oversight Coordination; and 5) Seeking 
Increased Funding. 
 

• Proper oversight of markets requires transparency.  The CFTC must receive the 
information it needs to conduct market surveillance, and it must have the 
technology necessary for its staff to review and react to that information. 

 
• The futures markets require appropriate market controls.  This involves negotiating 

agreements with foreign regulators and foreign exchanges who seek to do business 
in the United States. 

 
• Aggressive enforcement efforts are necessary to police the futures markets. 
 
• The CFTC must engage with others in the Federal Government to ensure a proper 

understanding of developments in the commodity markets and related dynamics in 
the economy. 

 
• The CFTC must receive increased funding to permit it to meet its regulatory 

oversight and enforcement obligations.  It currently receives a fraction of the 
resources allocated to other financial regulators. 

 
The staff and Members of the CFTC are working extremely hard to fulfill the agency’s 
mission to oversee the futures markets and to protect the public and market participants 
from manipulation, fraud, and abusive practices. 
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