HIV/AIDS Profile: Mali

Demographic Indicators

Population (1,000s) 10,686 Growth Rate (%) 3.0
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000) Life Expectancy
Both Sexes 123 Both Sexes 47
Male 130 Male 46
Female 116 Female 48
Crude Birth Rate (per 1,000) 49 Crude Death Rate (per 1,000) 19
Percent Urban 26 Total Fertility Rate 6.9
Note: Above indicators are for 2000.
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Estimated % of adults living with HIV/AIDS, end 1999 2.0 %
Cumulative AIDS rate (per 1,000) as of 12/31/98 0.46
Cumulative AIDS cases as of 12/31/98 4736

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Reference Bureau, UNAIDS, World Health Organization.

Epidemiological Data
Epidemic State: Generalized

In Mali, by 1994, there were already very high infection levels among prostitutes
tested in Bamako and other major cities. Other data show that Mali has one of the
more serious epidemics in West Africa. Unfortunately, there is little recent
information available.

° In 1997, 2 percent of pregnant HIV Seroprevalence for Pregnant Women
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Source: International Programs Center, Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau, HIV/AIDS Surveillance Data Base, June 2000.



Mali

° In the six communes in Bamako
District in 1997, pregnant women in
the age group 13-24 had the highest
prevalence, nearly 4 percent. None of
the pregnant women tested who were
over the age of 35 were HIV positive.

° Reports from two 1994 studies
conducted among pregnant women
show HIV seroprevalence levels higher
in Bamako and Sikasso, over 4
percent, then in Kayes and Mopti, 3
percent and 2 percent, respectively.

° Both HIV1 and dual infection
with HIV1 and HIV2 are present
among pregnant women of Mali.
According to this 1994 study, nearly 4
percent of pregnant women were
infected with HIV1 only, and 0.2
percent with dual infection. No
evidence of infection with HIV2 only
was reported.
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Mali

o Regional survey data among the
general population show HIV infection
levels ranging from 1 percent to 5
percent. In all regions but Sikasso,
female HIV infection levels were higher
than male HIV infection levels.

° Seven percent of male truck
drivers and apprentices were HIV1
positive in 1994 in three cities in Mali,
Bamako, Mopti, and Sikasso. Two
percent were infected with HIV2 while
none had dual infection.

o Among volunteer blood donors
tested in Bamako at the Centre
National de Transfusion Sanguine, the
rate of HIV prevalence increased
between 1987 to 1991, rising from
almost 1 percent in 1987 to nearly 7
percent in 1991. There was a one
percentage point decline among donors
tested the following year, with nearly
6 percent HIV positive in 1992.
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Mali

° In Bamako, HIV seroprevalence
among prostitutes tested since 1987
ranged from 30 percent in 1999, the
lowest level observed in the years
shown, to 74 percent in 1992.

° In 1999, 11 percent of
prostitutes tested in Sikasso were HIV
positive.

° In July 1997, 25 percent of
prostitutes tested in Bamako District
were HIV1 positive. Two percent of
them were infected with HIV2 while
almost 5 percent had dual infections.
These prostitutes are known as “free
women”.
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Mali

° Data from Bamako, Sikasso, and
Mopti show that, among prostitutes,
the HIV1 infection level (37 percent)
was more than double the HIV2 level
(13 percent). In addition, dual infection
was also detected among these
prostitutes. The overall infection level
was 52 percent.

o Regional data show HIV
infection levels among prostitutes
increased greatly over a 5-year period.
However, there were regional
differences as well. HIV
seroprevalence among prostitutes in
Gao Region was not detected in 1987-
89 but had reached 16 percent in
1992. In Sikasso Region, HIV
seroprevalence increased from 26
percent to 74 percent.
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Three Areas of Mali: 1994
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Seroprevalence of HIV-1 for Pregnant Women
Mali: 1994
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