
EMERGENCY SUBSTANCE RELEASE NOTIFICATION 
(EPCRA SECTION 304, 40 CFR, PART 355) 

 
 

Background Information and Overview of Requirements: 
 
The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)                                                            
requires facilities to provide an emergency notification and a written                                                                   
follow-up report, if there is a release into the environment of a hazardous                                                       
substance that is equal to or exceeds the minimum reportable quantity set                                                                    
in the regulations.  
 
This notification and written follow-up report must be provided to                                                                             
the Local Emergency Planning Committee(s) (LEPC) and the 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC), for any area likely to be 
affected by the release  Note: At the present time, Oregon has only one  
state-wide LEPC.  Requirements for notification to the LEPC and SERC  
can be made simultaneously by calling Oregon Emergency Response System  
(OERS)  at 1-800-452-0311 or 503-378-6377. 
 
There are two types of substances that require reporting under this section:  

 Extremely Hazardous Substances (EHS); and 
 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) hazardous substances.  

 

Both the EHS and the CERCLA hazardous substances are found in the Title III Consolidated List of Lists - October 
2001 Version   

Initial notification can be made by telephone, radio, or in person. In addition, EHS/CERCLA spills must also be 
reported to the National Response Center (NRC) at (800) 424-8802. Emergency notification requirements 
involving transportation incidents can be met by dialing 911, or in the absence of a 911 emergency number, calling 
the local operator. 

The required written follow-up notification will update information included in the initial notice and provide 
information on actual response actions taken and advice regarding medical attention necessary for citizens exposed.  
For Further information, see 40 CFR Part 355, and the April 22, 1987 Federal Register Notice.  

 
PROCEDURES: 
1. How to identify if substances released require Section 304 notification  

2. What must be included in the initial notification   

3. How to make the required initial notification  

4. How to submit the required written follow-up report 

 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/EPCRAoverview.htm
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-TRI/1998/June/Day-08/tri14490.htm
http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/OEM/oers.shtml
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-TRI/1998/June/Day-08/tri14490.htm
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/088ehsfr.htm/$File/088ehsfr.htm


 
RESOURCES: 
Written follow-up report form

Compliance with applicable laws   

Additional information and resources  
 

 

 

How to Identify if Substances Released Require Section 304 Notification: 
 
 

1. Check EPA’s consolidated list of EHS and CERCLA                                                                          
substances to determine if the substance and amount                                                                               
released requires notification: 

a. Title III Consolidated List of Lists - October 
2001 Version     

2. If you are unable to identify the substance or  
reportable quantity using the consolidated list, EPA 
has two other website resources available: 

a. List of Extremely Hazardous Substances 

b. List of CERCLA substances covered by 
CERCLA Section 103(a), 40 CFR 302.4. This 
link will take  

you to this page: PART 302--DESIGNATION, REPORTABLE QUANTITIES, AND 
NOTIFICATION.  Click on the link to 302.4 Designation of hazardous substances.  This page contains 
the list of CERCLA substances.  For easier location of the substances, utilize your web browser’s “Find” 
feature to locate the substance in question. 

3. If you are still unable to identify whether the substance released is an EHS or CERCLA substance and/or an 
amount requiring notification, contact the EPA’s EPCRA Hotline (800) 424-9346, (Monday through 
Friday 9a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/CR2K/Cr2k_pdfs/304_WrittenFollowUpFormOnline.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/ehs_2003.htm?openDocument
http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/pubs/title3.pdf


What Must be Included in the Initial Notification: 
 

1. The substance name;  

2. An indication of whether the substance is extremely hazardous;  

3. An estimate of the quantity released into the environment;  

4. The time and duration of the release;  

5. Whether the release occurred into air, water and/or land;  

6. Any known or anticipated acute or chronic health risks     

                         associated with the emergency, and where necessary, advice         

                         regarding medical attention for exposed individuals;  

7. Proper precautions, such as evacuation or sheltering in place;    

                        and, Name and telephone number of the contact person.  

 

How to Make the Required Initial Notification:  

 
1. Contact Oregon Emergency Response System (OERS)  at 

            (800) 452-0311 or (503) 378-6377. 

            The requirements to notify the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)                        
and the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) are met simultaneously 
by calling OERS. 

2. Advise the duty officer that you are making a SERC/LEPC notification. 

You may also be required to notify the local 9-1-1 Center and the National Response Center at                 
(800) 424-8802. 

 
 

                                                        How to Submit the Required Written Follow-Up Report: 
  

1. A written follow-up notice must be submitted to the   
SERC and LEPC as soon as practicable, generally      
within two weeks, after the release.    

2. Download the written follow up form.                                            
Click here: Written follow-up form  

3. Complete the form and attach supporting documentation. 

4. Submit the form and supporting documentation to 
SERC/LEPC c/o CR2K, 4760 Portland Rd. NE, Salem,  
OR 97305-1760 

http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/OEM/oers.shtml
http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/docs/CR2K/Cr2k_pdfs/304_WrittenFollowUpFormOnline.pdf


 
Compliance with the applicable laws: 
 

1. ORS 466.635 requires any person owning or having control over oil or hazardous material, who has 
knowledge of a spill or release shall immediately notify Oregon Emergency Management (OEM) as soon as 
that person knows the spill or release is a reportable quantity.   

2. ORS 824.088 requires that railroads notify OEM of any derailment or fire involving or affecting hazardous 
materials.   

3. OAR 345-60-030 requires similar notification for radioactive material incidents.  

4. Advise the duty officer that you are making a SERC/LEPC notification and submit the required written 
follow up report to the  SERC/LEPC c/o CR2K, 4760 Portland Rd. NE, Salem, OR 97305-1760. 

5. You may also be required to notify the local 9-1-1 Center and the National Response Center. 

 
 
Additional Information and Resources: 
 

 EPA website containing the list of Extremely Hazardous Substances:  

 List of CERCLA substances covered by CERCLA Section 103(a), 40 CFR 302.4. This link will take you to             
this page: PART 302--DESIGNATION, REPORTABLE QUANTITIES, AND NOTIFICATION.  Click on 
the link to 302.4 Designation of hazardous substances.  This page contains the list of CERCLA substances.) 

 EPA List of Lists   

 40 CFR Subchapter J--Superfund, Emergency Planning, And Community Right-To-Know Programs 

 Oregon Community Right to Know Protection Act of 1985 (ORS 453.307 through 453.414 

 Oregon Emergency Response System (OERS) 

 The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) Fact Sheet (pdf) 

 CERCLA and SARA overviews at EPA’s website 

 EPCRA Frequently asked questions (FAQ)  
 National Response Center (NRC) (800) 424-8802 

 Oregon Emergency Response System (OERS) (800) 452-0311 or (503) 378-6377 

 EPA’s EPCRA Hotline (800) 424-9346,  
            (Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time.) 

 

[CR2K Home Page] 

 

http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/466.html
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/824.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/banners/rules.htm
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/title3.pdf/$File/title3.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/epacfr40/chapt-I.info/chi-toc.htm
http://www.leg.state.or.us/ors/453.html
http://www.oregon.gov/OOHS/OEM/oers.shtml
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/vwResourcesByFilename/epcra.pdf/$File/epcra.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/action/law/cercla.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/action/law/sara.htm
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/q&a.htm
http://egov.oregon.gov/OOHS/SFM/

	Background Information and Overview of Requirements:
	How to Identify if Substances Released Require Section 304 N
	What Must be Included in the Initial Notification:
	How to Submit the Required Written Follow-Up Report:
	Compliance with the applicable laws:
	Additional Information and Resources:


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


