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“…to restore and maintain

the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of the waters of the 

Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.”
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• Assess the state of the Great Lakes 
ecosystem based on accepted indicators

• Strengthen decision making and 
management

• Inform local decision makers of Great 
Lakes environmental issues

• Provide forum for communication and 
networking among all stakeholders
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1994 State of the Great Lakes

1996 The Nearshore Environment
and Land Use

1998 Great Lakes Indicators
& Biodiversity Investment Areas

2000 Implementing Indicator Reporting 
(Human Health Focus)
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Aquatic Ecosystem Health

Human Health

Aquatic Habitat and Wetlands

Nutrients

Contaminants

Socio-economic Stresses

6 Background papers
1 State of the Lakes Report (1995)
1 Report on Highlights
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Nearshore Waters 

Coastal Wetlands 

Nearshore Terrestrial

Land Use

Information Management

5 
Background 

papers

1 State of the Lakes Report (1997)

1 Report on Highlights

BIA 
concepts
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80 Indicators
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SOLEC Indicators
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Nearshore Waters
Coastal Wetlands

Nearshore Terrestrial

Biodiversity
Investment 

Areas

SOLEC Indicators
3 Biodiversity Investment Areas Papers
1 Great Lakes Indicators Database
1 Great Lakes Indicators Selection Report 
1 State of the Lakes Report (1999)
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SOLEC Indicators
Human Health Focus

Putting Indicators to Use
Lake Ecosystem Status

BIA Integration

Indicators Report 
Biodiversity Investment Area Integration
Paper: State of the Great Lakes 2001



A Matter 
of Scale
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2001 Scoping Workshops

2002 SOLEC: Biological Integrity
2003 Scoping Workshops

2004 SOLEC: Chemical Integrity
2005 Scoping Workshops

2006 SOLEC: Physical Integrity
2007 Scoping Workshops

2008 SOLEC: Theme to be determined
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