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• Great Lakes wetlands serve 
many important functions

• The diversity of these wetlands is 
largely derived from response to 
natural stressors, such as water-level 
changes
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• A variety of human-induced 
stressors have greatly affected
wetlands

• A number of indicators of wetland
degradation exist, but little work 
has been done to assess such 
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• Impacts to wetlands vary by lake 
and by site in relation to 
differences in human activities 
and land use practices

• Successful long-term protection, 
restoration, and management is 
most likely to result from efforts 
to return to or mimic natural 
landscapes, functions, and
processes
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