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HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS ARE KEY TO HELPING FEMALE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS

INETY-EIGHT PERCENTOf abused 1998 Prevalance and popluation estimates of to 24 years, 40,100 for ages 25 to 34 years,
N Oregon women saw health care domestic violence among women in Oregon and 37,400 for ages 35 to 44 years. These
providers during 1998, and did | 1ype of Abuse E;?ivr:ﬁgce Egﬁ;‘:&on population estimates suggest a similar level
SO on average more than once per mont- of actual need for services for abused
However, seventy-five percent of these PHYS'CA,LABUSE 13:3% 'N_ ? 132800 women 18 to 44 years of age.
women did not talk with their providers | "YScalAssaut | 9.9% (1in10) | 95800 HEALTH-RELATED PROBLEMS AND
about the abusive behaviors of their Sexual Coercion | 75% (1in14) | 74,900 USE OF HEALTH CARE
partners. For these women, the health [ "M4Y 50% (1in20) | 49.900 Physically abused women revealed
care setting represented a missed opportu- . more health-related problems and greater
n|ty to get heIpThIS CD Summary'ssue half had at least some CO”ege educa“onuse of health care services than women

presents findings from the 1998 Oregon  @nd 43% had household incomes of at who had never been abused. Physically
Domestic Violence Needs Assessment €St $35,000. However, when victims - abused women were three times more
which illustrate that health care providers Were compared with women having no jikely to have self-reported histories of
are key to improving the health and safety NiStory of abuse, certain characteristics - alcohol use problems (16% versus 5%),
of abused women and their children. were associated with a higher risk. and more than nine times more likely to
STUDY DESIGN Young and single women, women with ahave histories of drug use problems (19%

Information reported on women, their ~ 11gh school or less education, as well asyersus 29) than women who had never
intimate partners, and their children was WOmen in need of financial assistance  peen abused. Substance use problems
obtained through telephone interviews of Were significantly over-represented increased with the severity of the physical
1,855 women 18 to 64 years of age. The &Mong victims of domestic violence.  abuse, as 28% of severely abused women
study was designed to be representative of | "€ prevalence of physical abuse wasad self-reported histories of alcohol use
Oregon women: the women who were ~ highest among women 18 to 24 years ofproblems, and 26% had histories of drug
interviewed were selected through a strati- 29€- An estimated 25.4% of women in - yse problems. Physically abused women
fied, random sampling technique. For the thiS age group experienced physical  also reported twice as many of the past 30
purposes of this assessment, domestic abuse in 1998. Prevalence decreased days of being sad or depressed (8 days
violence was defined as physical abuse on[fore than twelve-fold between ages 18 versus 4 days), being nervous or anxious
and included the physical assault, sexual {© 24 years and S5 to 64 years. (13 days versus 6 days), and of having
coercion, and injury items identified in the ~ Although the risk of physical abuse  pain limit their daily activities (4 days
Revised Conflict Tactics Scale<|!. was significantly higher among women yersus 2 days) as women who had never
PREVALENCE OF PHYSICAL ABUSE 18 to 24 years of age than among older peen abused.

In 1998, 13.3% or 132,800 women 18
to 64 years of age living in Oregon were
physically assaulted, sexually coerced, or
injured by their intimate partners. The 25
number of acts of physical abuse experi-
enced by women during the year ranged
from one to 373. Three of every four
female victims experienced more than 12
acts of abuse. These findings are consis-
tent with three national studies that are
similar in methodology to the Oregon 0
Study.3'4’5 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64

WOMEN WHO EXPERIENCE PHYSICAL , Age of women (years)
ABUSE women, the larger populations of women  Not surprisingly then, physically abused

Domestic violence affects women in all 25 to 34 years of age and 35 to 44 yearsyomen saw health care providers about
regions of Oregon, and women of all socialof age resulted in similar numbers of  twjice as often during the year as women
and economic groups. In 1998, ninety ~ abused women in these three age groupgho had never been abused (16 times
percent of victims were white and non- ~ Estimated numbers of women physicallyyersus 9 times). Moreover, physically
Hispanic, 63% were employed, nearly one abused in 1998 were 36,400 for ages 1&pused women used emergency rooms

1998 Estimated prevalence of physical abuse of women by age
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three times as often, alternative health carend, health care providers must increasdes of bothPreventing Domestic Violence:
nearly twice as often, mental health care their identification, treatment, and refer- Clinical Guidelines on Routine Screegijn
more than three times as often, and alcohahl of female patients who are abused byandImproving the Health Care Response

and drug treatment more than five times asheir intimate partners. to Domestic Violence: A Resource Manual
often as women who had never been Health care professionals routinely ~ for Health Care Providers.

abused. screen for many conditions that are less REFERENCES
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INCREASING IDENTIFICATION,
TREATMENT, AND REFERRAL

al

Sources of help sought by abused women and responses of individuals and agencies

Women'’s advocates and professionals Responses of Individuals and Agencies
Wh_o encounter victims have vyorked hard Women Who Sought Acted Provided Offered
to increase awareness of the impact of Help From Supportive/ | Information on | Immediate

: : : e (%) Respectful Services Help
domestic V|0Ien_ce in comm_unmes an_d (%) (%) (%)
among the helping professions. Their work

: FP—. 2 : _ Friends or Family (80) 93 24 30
has co_ntrlbuted to S|gn|f|can_t improve Police (35) 63 T 26
ments in health care education related to Mental Health Provider (34) 93 55 19
domestic violence. Health care providers Supervisor or Co-worker (32) 87 34 20
are unigue among professionals in having Clergy (23) 89 35 23
contact with nearly all victims of physical Legal Services Agency (22) 82 35 25
b These providers are key to improv- Health Care Provider (21) 89 05 34
abuse. p yl p Crisis Telephone Line (12) 99 90 36
ing the health and safety of physically Victims’ Program/Shelter (11) 92 85 76
abused women and their children. To this Data represent past 10 years.
Shading represents top three most favorable responses




