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24 North H i g h  S t r e e t  

About 1117:38 P x i f i c  day l igh t  time, on A u g u s t  24, 1984, Wings West 
A i r l i n e s ,  F l i g h t  628, a Beech C-99 (N6399U) and Aesthetec Inc. Rockwell 
Commandel. 112TC, NllZSM, co l l i ded  i n  midair  neat' San Lu.is Obispo, Cal i forn ia .  
The weather a t  the time of the c o l l i s i o n  was c l e a r .  F l i g h t  628 had jus t  
depai.ted San Luis Obispo County Airpor t  en route t o  San Francisco 
In t e rna t iona l  A i r p o v t ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and was climbing on a westbound heading. 
The Rockwell Commander had departed Paso Robles, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  on a t t $a in ing  
f l i g h t  and was descending toward t h e  San L u i s  0b.ispo C o u n t y  A.iispot*t on an 
eastbound t rack .  The a i rp l anes  co l l i ded  head-on a t  an a l t i t u d e  of about 3,400 
f e e t .  The wreckage of both a i rp l anes  f e l l  i n t o  an open f i e l d  about 8 nmi  west 
nolthwest of the  San Luis Obispo County Airspoi%. All 17 pei'sons, including 
the  2 p i l o t s  and 13  passenget's onboard F l i g h t  628 and t h e  2 p i l o t s  anboai-d the 
Rockwell, weve k i l l e d .  - 11 

The  Sa fe ty  B o a r d ' s  i nves t iga t ion  disclosed t h a t  t h e  p i l o t s  of b o t h  
a i rp l anes  f a i l e d  t o  follow t h e  i-ecommended communications and t r a f f i c  advisory 
p t w t i c e s  fov uncontvolled ai i 'por ts  contained i n  the  A'irman's Infotmation 
Manual ( A I M ) .  The Rockwell Commander, w i t h  a c e r t i f i e d  f l i g h t  ins t ruc to i .  
g i v i n g  an a i r c i * a f t  checkout t o  another. ra ted  p i l o t ,  was pvoceeding inbound t o  
San Luis Obispo County Ai rpor t  an the loca l izer .  course t o  r'unway 11. I t  i s  
poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  accident  migh t  have been avoided i f  t h e  f l i g h t c w w  of the 
Rockwell Commander h a d  informed the  Los Angeles Ail* Route Tt*af f ic  Control 
Center ( A R T C C )  of the i i .  i n t e n t i o n s ,  as twommended i n  the  AIM. Under t hese  
cii-cumstances, the c o n t r o l l e r  n o t  only would have known of t h e  presence o f  t h e  
Wings West a i l w a f t ,  he a l so  would have known t h a t  the Rockwell Commander's 
ct-ew intended t o  f l y  toward the a i i ,por t  and descend on the loca l ize i .  c o w s e .  

Coll . ision of Wings West A.it-1ines Beech C-99 (N6399U) and Aesthetec Inc. ,  
Rockwell Commander 112TC, NllZSM, n e a r  San Lu.is Ob.ispo, Cal i fa iwia ,  A u g u s t  24 ,  

- 11 F o r  moi'e d e t a i l e d  information, read Aii*ci*aft Accident Report  -- "Mi d a i  is 

1984" (NTSB/AAR-85/07). 
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As a consequence, t h e  contt o l l e v  m i g h t  have issued an a i t ' c r a f t  s a f e t y  advisor-y 
d u r i n g  his f i r s t  communication w i t h  F l i g h t  628 and suggested an a l t e i v a t i v e  
course of ac t ion  fov the f l ightcvew t o  a l te i .  i t s  course well t o  one s i d e  of 
t h e  l o c a l i z e r .  

Furthev, t h e  AIM t*ecommends t h a t  a i r n  a f t  depar t ing  uncontrol led a i r p o r t s  
monitoi. t h e  UNICOM frequency u n t i l  10 miles  from the a i r p o r t .  The 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d isc losed  t h a t  F l i g h t  628 discont inued monitoring the San Luis 
Obispo U N I C U M  fvequency when i t  was only 5 miles fvom t h e  ait 'port .  As a 
r e s u l t ,  f l i g h t  628 most l i k e l y  d i d  not hear  the communication, "Inbound 
appvoaching Dobr-a," which was tt.ansmitted by the Rockwell Commander. Had the 
f l ightct-ew of F l igh t  628 been monitoi-ing the  UNICOM, they  should have become 
aware of t t * a f f i c  ahead of t h e m  pvoceeding i n  t h e  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  towavd the 
aiispot't. Although t h e  time a v a i l a b l e  was l imi t ed ,  both f l i gh tc rews  then m i g h t  
have made thei t .  t*espective pos i t i ons  and in t en t ions  known t o  each other. f n  
t ime fot* one 01' both t o  take  appropviate  cor-rect ive ac t ion .  Although i t  i s  
not poss ib le  t o  determine whethet p i l o t  communication on t h e  UNICOM fr-equency 
would have a l e r t e d  each f l igh tvew of t h e  othev a i r w a f t  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  time t o  
avoid the  acc ident ,  t h e  Safety Board be l ieves  t h a t  t h e  t-ecommended pvac t ice  
se rves  a valuable  s a f e t y  purpose and t h a t  i t  should be emphasized by the 
A i l  c r a f t  Ownet s and PiAots Associat ion,  t h e  P i l o t s  In t e rna t iona l  Associat ion,  
Inc. ,  the  He1 icoptev Associat ion Intetv-iational and the National Associat ion of 
F1 i g h t  I n s t r u c t o r s .  

Thetefove, t h e  National Transpot t a t i o n  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  the 
A i r w a f t  Owners and P i l o t s  Associat ion,  t h e  P i l o t s  In t e rna t iona l  Associat ion,  
Inc. ,  t h e  Hel icopter  Associat ion Intet*natfonal ,  and t h e  National Associatfon 
of F l igh t  1 n s t r w t o t . s :  

Disseminate t h e  f a c t s ,  condi t ions ,  and circumstances of t h e  midair  
c o l l i s i o n  a t  t h e  San Luis Ubispo County Airpor t  t o  membevs of yout* 
ovganizat ion,  u v g i n g  them t o  adhere t o  the  recommended t t . a f f i c  advisory 
p rac t i ces  and t h e  pi-ocedures fov t h e  conduct of a p r a c t i c e  i n s t t m e n t  
approach a t  uncontt*ol led a i rpoi* ts  i n  t h e  Ait'man's I n f o m a t i o n  Manual. 
(Class  11, Pi-iot i t y  Action) (A-85-68) 

The National Transpovtat ion Sa fe ty  Board is  an independent Federal agency 
w i t h  the s t a t u t o v y  v e s p o n s i b i l i t y  "...to pvomote tvanspo i t a t ion  s a f e t y  by 
conducting independent acc ident  i nves t iga t ions  and by f o r v u l a t i n g  s a f e t y  
improvement t*ecommendations" (Pub l i c  Law 93-633).  The Safe ty  Board i s  v i t a l l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any ac t ion  taken as  a v e s u l t  of i t s  s a f e t y  recommendations. 
Thet.efoi.e, i t  would app tec i a t e  a tesponse from you regarding ac t ion  taken or  
contemplated w i t h  vespect  t o  t h e  vecommendation i n  t h i s  l e t t e v .  

BURNETT, Chairman, GULUMAN, Vice Chaitman, and BURSLEY, Member, concurved 
i n  t h i  s r*ecommendati on. 


