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About 3 : 4 0  p.m., on August 2, 1976, 39 cars of Union 
Pacific Railroad freight train Extra 2 8 0 0  East derailed 
near Hastings, Nebraska. No one was injured in the accident, 
but the damage was estimated to be about $ 1 , 1 5 5 , 0 1 0 .  - 1/ 

Investigation of the accident at Hastings found 
that the weight distribution within the train consist and 
the way crossties were replaced through a highway grade 
crossing contributed to the accident. 

The disproportionate weight distribution and the 
relative effectiveness of brakes on light and heavy cars 
produced stresses within the train that overloaded the 
lateral restraint of the track in an unstable area, and the 
track failed. If the track had not been disturbed in the 
road crossing or if the engineer of Extra 2 8 0 0  East had 
been forewarned to reduce the speed of his train through 
the area, the accident would probably have been prevented 
because the excessive lateral stresses probably would 
have not developed. 

A UP Instruction Bulletin relating to track work 
imposes a limit on the number of adjacent crossties that 
can be replaced at any one time. It a lso  requires that a 
slow order be imposed under certain conditions. However, 

1/ For more detailed information on this accident read - 
Railroad Accident Report, Union Pacific Railroad, 
Freight Train Derailment, Hastings, Nebraska, August 2, 
1976, NTSB-RAR-7’7-1. 
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Therefore, the precautions normally obs 
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crossing caused the track t 
to withstand the lateral stresses imposed b 
application of Extra 2800 East as it moved 

New locomotive enginee 
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TODD, Chairman, BAILE 
Members concurred in the a 
did not participate. 


