
ASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSLjED: July  11, 1977 

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION ( S )  
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ny (Equi table)  was n o t i f i e d  of t h e  a c c i d e n t  
site a t  3 : 4 0  p.m. 
e Pennsylvania P u b l i c  

p.m. on t h e  same day. 

e t y  Operations (oPs0) 
than  20 hours  a f t e r  

an 15 hours  a f t e r  t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t y  Commission 

a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board of t h e  
977. A Safe ty  Board 
30 p.m. that  evening,  

r t h e  explosion.  

a b i l i t y  t o  o b t a i n  
e x t e n t  of gas  l eakage ,  

c i d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  E q u i t a b l e  and o t h e r  companies i n  1977 t o  
i d e n t  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  were from 4 days t o  1 month l a t e ,  and a n  

nd i ts  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n  
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T i t l e  49 CFR 191.5,  Telephonic  Notice of  C e r t a i n  Leaks, s t a t e s  t h e  
fol lowing:  

" (a )  A t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  moment fo l lowing  
d i scove ry ,  each o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  i n  accordance 
wi th  paragraph (b)  of t h e  s e c t i o n  of any l e a k  t h a t  -- 

Caused a dea th  o r  a personal  i n j u r y  r e q u i r i n g  
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ;  

Required the  t ak ing  of  any segment of t r ans -  
miss ion  p i p e l i n e  o u t  of s e r v i c e ;  

Resul ted i n  gas  i g n i t i n g ;  

Caused es t imated  damage t o  the  p rope r ty  of 
t he  o p e r a t o r ,  o r  o t h e r s ,  o r  bo th ,  of a 
t o t a l  of $5,000 o r  more; o r  

In t h e  judgment of t h e  ope ra to r  was s i g n i f -  
i c a n t  even though i t  d id  n o t  meet t h e  
c r i t e r i a  of subparagraphs (l), ( 2 ) ,  ( 3 ) ,  o r  
( 4 )  of t h i s  paragraph.  

(b) Each n o t i c e  r equ i r ed  by paragraph ( a )  of t h i s  
s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be made by te lephone t o  area code ( 2 0 2 )  
426-0700 and s h a l l  i nc lude  t h e  fo l lowing  informat ion:  

(1) The l o c a t i o n  of t he  l e a k  
(2) The t i m e  of t h e  l e a k  
(3) The f a t a l i t i e s  and personal  i n j u r i e s ,  i f  any. 
( 4 )  A l l  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s  t h a t  a r e  known 

by t h e  ope ra to r  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  
cause  of t h e  l e a k  o r  e x t e n t  of t h e  damages." 

I n  a l e t te r  t o  a l l  o p e r a t o r s  of gas  p i p e l i n e  f a c i l i t i e s  and S 
agencies  da t ed  January 29, 1971 ,  t he  Acting D i r e c t o r  of t h e  O f f i c e  o 
P i p e l i n e  S a f e t y  (now OPSO) s t a t e d  t h a t  I' . . . i n  most cases t h i s  t e l  
r e p o r t  can and should b e  made w i t h i n  one to  two hours  a f t e r  d i s  
This  l e t te r  w a s  respons ive  t o  a cond i t ion  which e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  
which cont inues  t o  e x i s t .  

In t h e  March 1977  P i p e l i n e  Advisory B u l l e t i n ,  OPSO repor t ed  t 
p i p e l i n e  companies should t e l e p h o n i c a l l y  n o t i f y  OPSO w i t h i n  1 t o  2 h 
a f t e r  d i scovery .  




