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About 2051 (P .d . t . ) ,  on September 13,  1976, t h e  PEARL-C, a c h a r t e r  
f i s h i n g  boa t ,  r o l l e d  over  on i t s  p o r t  s i d e ,  f looded ,  and sank while  being 
towed a c r o s s  the Columbia River  Bar near  As to r i a ,  Oregon, by a U.S. Coast 
Guard 44-foot motor l i f e b o a t .  Of t h e  1 0  persons  aboard t h e  PEARL-C, 2 
persons were rescued ,  1 person  drowned, and 7 persons,  i nc lud ing  t h e  
ope ra to r ,  are miss ing  and presumed dead. - 1/ 

The PEARL-C became d i s a b l e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day and was taken i n  tow 
by a Coast Guard motor l i f e b o a t .  When t h e  v e s s e l s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  bar  
en t r ance  about  1 hour be fo re  maximum ebb c u r r e n t ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  could have 
been made t o  de l ay  c ros s ing  u n t i l  the  speed of t h e  ebb c u r r e n t  decreased.  
However, i t  would have been about  2 hours  be fo re  t h e  ebb c u r r e n t  reduced 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  and dur ing  t h i s  time t h e  weather and s e a  cond i t ions  o u t s i d e  
t h e  ba r ,  where t h e  v e s s e l s  would be  wa i t ing ,  were expected t o  worsen. 

Crossing t h e  bar  n e a r  t h e  time of maximum ebb c u r r e n t  was known 
t o  be dangerous because the boa t s  would be exposed t o  t h e  dangerous sea 
cond i t ions  on t h e  ba r  f o r  a longer  time. The vessels might have t o  
c r o s s  a 2-mile zone of waterway where sea cond i t ions  would be s ig-  
n i f i c a n t l y  worse. With p rogres s  slowed t o  less than  2 knots  by t h e  
ebb c u r r e n t ,  the b o a t s  might b e  exposed t o  t h e  most dangerous a r e a  
of t h e  bar f o r  approximately an hour. The time of exposure t o  t h e  
dangerous water would dec rease  r a p i d l y  a s  the ebb c u r r e n t  decreased 
s i n c e  forward speed would i n c r e a s e  and the  e x t e n t  of the  danger zone 
would decrease .  

- 1/ For more d e t a i l e d  informat ion ,  read  "Marine Casua l ty  Report:  Charter  
F ish ing  Boat PEARL-C Sinking on t h e  Columbia River  Bar Near A s t o r i a ,  
Oregon, September 13, 1976."  (NTSB+LA.R-77-1) 
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