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SAFETY RECOMMENOAT I O N  (S) 

H.-77-17 through 19 

Ca l i fo rn ia  Highway P a t r o l  
P. 0. Box 898 
Sacramento, Ca l i fo rn ia  95804 

On May 21, 1976, a c h a r t e r  bus carrying 52 persons s t r u c k  and mounted 
a sec t ion  of t h e  b r idge  r a i l  system on t h e  Marina Vista offramp of 1-680, 
near Martinez, Cal i forn ia .  The bus r o l l e d  of f  t h e  top of t h e  curved 
br idge r a i l ,  f e l l  21 f e e t  onto t h e  ground below, and landed on i t s  roof .  
The roof s t r u c t u r e  col lapsed t o  t h e  windowsill l i n e  and a11 of t h e  occupants 
were trapped i n  t h e  bus. 
sustained i n j u r i e s  ranging from minor t o  ser ious .  The bus w a s  owned and 
operated by t h e  Student Transportat ion Lines ,  Inc. ,  (STL) of Carmichael 
and Marysville,  Cal i forn ia .  The bus was c h a r t e  d by t h e  Yuba Ci ty  High 
School choi r  f o r  a t r i p  t o  Orinda, Cal i forn ia .  - 

Twenty-nine persons were k i l l e d  and t h e  rest 

fP 
The National Transportat ion Safety Board's i nves t iga t ion  found t h a t  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  b e l t  f a i l u r e ,  a i r  w a s  no t  replaced 
a badly de t e r io ra t ed  a i r  compressor d r i v e b e l t  on the bus had f a i l e d  
before  t h e  crash. 
i n  t h e  a i rb rake  system as i t  w a s  used. 
t o  t h e  poin t  where t h e  service brakes were unable t o  dece lera te  the bus on 
t h e  curved ramp. 
inspect ion and maintenance procedures should have r e su l t ed  i n  t h e  discovery 
and replacement of the worn b e l t .  

The system's a i r  pressure  dropped 

Testimony a t  t h e  publ ic  hear ing revealed t h a t  rou t ine  

To insure  t h a t  a l l  motor c a r r i e r s  operat ing wi th in  t h e  S t a t e  of 
Cal i forn ia  are opera t ing  s a f e l y ,  t h e  Cal i forn ia  Highway P a t r o l  through i ts  
Motor Carrier Safety Operations Program not only randomly inspec ts  vehic les  
bu t  annually examines and r a t e s  each terminal ' s  maintenance program. The 

~ - 11 For more de t a i l ed  information on t h i s  accident  read: "Highway Accident 
Report - Student Transportat ion Lines,  Inc. ,  Charter Bus Climbing of 
Bridge Rai l  and Overturn Near Martinez, Cal i forn ia ,  May 21, 1976," 
(NTSB-HAR-77-2). 
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Student Transportat ion Lines terminal i n  Marysville,  Cal i forn ia ,  was 
inspected i n  1974,  1975, and 1976. The 1974 inspect ion r epor t  noted 
inadequate maintenance records r e s u l t i n g  i n  a "C" r a t i n g  f o r  t h a t  terminal.  
The 1975 and 1976 inspec t ions  noted s i m i l a r  def ic ienc ids  but  f o r  some 
reason no r a t i n g  was made. During the  hearing t h e  CHP r ep resen ta t ive  

j u s t i f i e d  a "C" r a t i n g  f o r  each year.  The program provides f o r  enforcement 
procedures to be i n i t i a t e d  when a ca r r i e r / t e rmina l  f a i l s  t o  upgrade c o m p l i  
ance a s  evidenced by th ree  consecutive "C" r a t i n g s .  
t h a t  t he  CHP i n i t i a t e d  any enforcement ac t ion  aga ins t  STL. The accident  
bus was inspected by the  CHP and c e r t i f i e d  i n  1975 a s  roadworthy. 

t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t he  de f i c i enc ie s  noted i n  the  1975 and 1 7 6  b inspect ions 

There i s  no evidence 

According t o  the  CHP, t he  "C" r a t i n g  shows evidence of widespread 
noncompliance wi th ,  o r  disregard f o r ,  regula tory  requirements. Although 
t h i s  r a t i n g  was  i n  e f f e c t  on the da t e  the accident  bus was chartered f o r  
t h e  t r i p ,  no procedure was i n  e f f e c t  t o  inform the  cont rac tee  of t he  
r a t i n g  and i ts  meaning. 
advised of such r a t i n g s  nor was the re  any provis ion t o  make such information 
known t o  them. Because these  r a t i n g s  were not publ ic ized,  t he  use r s  were 
not genera l ly  aware of t h e i r  ex is tence  o r  s ign i f icance .  Neither t he  choi r  
d i r e c t o r  nor t h e  school representa t ive  who chartered the  bus were aware of 
the  r a t i n g  system. 

Users of cha r t e r  passenger motor c a r r i e r s  were not  

Ca r r i e r s  should be held responsible  f o r  a sce r t a in ing  t h e i r  d r i v e r s '  
s k i l l s  and veh ic l e  handling c a p a b i l i t i e s .  
a b u s  before  being h i r ed  a s  a par t - t ime d r ive r  about 1 week before  the  
accident .  
emergency brake con t ro l  i n  the  accident  bus w a s  located i n  a d i f f e r e n t  
p lace  than on any airbraked vehic le  he had dr iven previously.  Had the  
d r i v e r  been in s t ruc t ed  i n  the  loca t ion  of the  emergency a i rbrake  con t ro l ,  
the  s e v e r i t y  of t he  accident  might have been reduced. 

The STL d r i v e r  had never dr iven 

During the  week, he had dr iven th ree  d i f f e r e n t  buses and t h e  

Therefore, t he  National Transportat ion Safety Board recommends t h a t  
t he  Cal i forn ia  Highway Pa t ro l :  

I n i t i a t e  a program t h a t  w i l l  insure  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of information 
about c a r r i e r  terminal r a t i n g s  and t h e i r  meanings t o  a l l  u se r s  of 
char ter-par ty  and schoolbus c a r r i e r s '  s e rv i ces .  (Class I1 - P r i o r i t y  
Followup) (H-77-17) 

Modify t h e  enforcement pol icy  s e t  f o r t h  i n  i t s  Motor Vehicle 
Safety Operations Program t o  provide f o r  letters of warning and/or 
the  i n i t i a t i o n  of charges aga ins t  those ca r r i e r s / t e rmina l s  upon t 
r e c e i p t  of a second consecutive "C" r a t ing .  (Class I1 - P r i o r i t y  
Followup) (H-77-18) 
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Modify i t s  Motor Carrier Safety Operations Program t o  r equ i r e  
that  each carrier i s  held respons ib le  t o  insure  t h a t  a l l  d r i v e r s  -- 
both new and experienced -- a r e  properly t e s t e d  and examined t o  
a s su re  their  dr iv ing  capab i l i t y  and t h a t  such d r i v e r s  a r e  thoroughly 
f a m i l i a r  with a l l  of t h e  ope ra t iona l  funct ions and cont ro ls  of each 
veh ic l e  they dr ive .  (Class I1 - P r i o r i t y  Followup) (H-77-19) 

BAILEY, Acting Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, and HALEY, Members, concurred 
i n  t h e  above recommendations. 

By: Kay Bailey 
Acting Chairman 
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