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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  ( S )  

On February 10 ,  1977, a twin engine a i r p l a n e  was ope ra t ing  on an 
instrument f l i g h t  r u l e s  (IFR) f l i g h t  p lan  a t  10,000 f e e t  m . s . 1 .  a long 
Vic tor  Airway 456 near  M t .  I l iamna,  Alaska. The a i r p l a n e  w a s  3,000 
feet  below the  minimum en route  a l t i t u d e  (MEA) f o r  t h a t  segment of t h e  
airway and presumably crashed,  although no wreckage has  been found. 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  acc ident  revealed t h a t  a cu r ren t  Notice 
t o  Airmen (NOTAM) read "AKN BAK-12 CNTR 11/29 OTS," i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  an 
a r r e s t i n g  system a t  King Salmon Airpor t ,  Alaska, t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  a i r p o r t ,  
w a s  o u t  of se rv ice .  
read"AKN BC 1 2  OTS" i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he bel ieved a l o c a l i z e r  (back course) 
f o r  runway 1 2  a t  King Salmon Airport  was o u t  of se rv ice .  
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  NOTAM and the  p i l o t ' s  remarks, t h e  Board be l i eves  
t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  misunderstood t h e  NOTAM. 
con t r ac t ions  are ambiguous because var ious  segments of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
community use con t r ac t ions  which a r e  not  s tandardized.  

The remarks sec t ion  of the  p i l o t ' s  IFR f l i g h t  plan 

Based on t h e  

We be l i eve  t h a t  some a v i a t i o n  

Some examples a re :  

SOURCE ____ CONTRACTIONS ElEAKING ____- 
OTS O u t  of Serv ice  Airman's Information 

Manual 

Handbook 7340.133 
Contract ions 

OTS 

a/s 

Organized Track ATC Handbook 7110.65 
System 

O u t  of Serv ice  F l i g h t  Information 
Pub l i ca t ion  

2109 



Honorahle Langhorne M. Bond - 2 -  

OT Other T i m e s  

OT On Time  

Although t h e  p i l o t ' s  apparent  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
causa l  f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  acc ident ,  we b e l i e v  
should be s tandard ized  and should have p r e c i s e  meanings. 

Consequently, the Nat ional  Transport  
the  Federal  Aviation Administration: 

Standardize word and phrase con 
Federal  Aviation Adminis t ra t ion 
interagency pub l i ca t ions  approv 
Aviation Adminis t ra t ion,  t o  a s su re  that  t h e r e  are n 
au thor ized  abbrevia t ions  wi th  dua l  meanings, o r  
d i f f e r e n t  abbrevia t ions  wi th  the same meanings, use 
f o r  a i r  t r a f f i c  con t ro l ,  commun 
s e r v i c e s .  (Class I11 Longer-te 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairma 
Members, concurred i n  t h e  above recommend 

By: 


