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The National Transportation Safety Board i s  currently investigating 
an accident which involved a Japan Air Lines Company, Douglas DC8-62F 
(JA 8054) a t  the Anchorage International Airport, Anchorage, Alaska, on 
January 13, 1977. 
b u l k  cargo of c a t t l e .  
a i r c r a f t  reach a maximum a l t i t ude  of about 100 f e e t  before i t  yawed and 
descended t o  the ground. Another accident, i n  which the a i r c r a f t  was 
carrying bulk c a t t l e ,  involved a Convair 880 (N5865), operated by Air 
Trine Corporation, a t  the  Miami International Airport, Miami, Florida, 
on December 16, 1976. 
the  ground d u r i n g  the  takeoff run. 
t h a t  the pitch trim was n o t  w i t h i n  the takeoff range and tha t  the 
a i r c r a f t  gross weight was calculated incorrect ly .  
a re  s t i l l  be ing  investigated. 

Our investigation of these accidents disclosed evidence of a potential 
safety hazard involving the transportation of l ive c a t t l e  on cargo 
airplanes.  On these f l i g h t s ,  the c a t t l e  were placed into pens which 
divided the  f u l l  l o a d  i n t o  small groups so t h a t  t h e i r  movement was 
r e s t r i c t ed  i n  any horizontal direct ion.  The c a t t l e  were nat posit ively 
restrained,  however, and were thus able t o  move w i t h i n  the l imi t s  o f  the 
pens; the space fo r  movement depended on the  number of c a t t l e  i n  each 
pen. There was no ver t ical  r e s t r a in t .  During the investigation of the  
Anchorage accident,  we obtained information regarding one incident i n  
which the  c a t t l e  broke loose from the pens and the resul tant  weight 
t ransfer  caused the airplane t o  prematurely rotate  during takeoff. 
Although the evidence gathered t o  date  does not indicate this t o  be a 
causal fac tor  i n  either of the accidents being investigated by the 
Board, we are  concerned tha t  the unrestrained c a t t l e ’ s  movement, or even 

The a i r c r a f t  was a char ter  f l i g h t ,  transporting a 
Immediately a f t e r  takeoff ,  witnesses saw the 

In tha t  accident,  the a i r c r a f t  fa i led  t o  l i f t  off 
Postaccident investigation disclosed 

Both of these accidents 
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e f f ec t s  on a fl ightcrew subjected 
cause a catastrophic accident. 

because the design did n 
same basic design was approved w i t h i n  another FAA 

a s  approved and leased t o  several a i r  car r  
Lines. 

Therefore, the National Transportatio 
the Federal Aviation Admi ni strati on : 
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and t o  insure 
a f f ec t  the o 
crewmembers. 

use. The anal 

a f f ec t  crew performance. 
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