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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION (S) 

A-77-24 and 25 - 

During t h e  National Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board's i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of a Piper  Cherokee Cruiser  (PA-28-140) acc ident  a t  t h e  Baltimore 
Memorial Stadium, Baltimore, Maryland, on December 19, 1976, t h e  
Safety Board and t h e  Ci ty  of Baltimore had d i f f i c u l t y  obta in ing  a 
blood sample which had been taken from t h e  p i l o t  when he  was admitted 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A cour t  order  was required t o  o b t a i n  samples f o r  
a lcohol  t ? s t i n g .  

Each year ,  t h e  Safe ty  Board determines a lcohol  t o  be a cause o r  
a f a c t o r  i n  about 40 a i r c r a f t  acc idents ,  almost a l l  of which a r e  f a t a l .  
However, i n  many acc idents  i n  which a p i l o t  surv ives ,  t h e  Sa fe ty  Board 
i s  unable t o  ob ta in  a blood a lcohol  tes t  because t h e  p i l o t  must consent 
t o  t h e  t e s t i n g .  Because of t h e  consent l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  cu r ren t ly  
no method f o r  determining t h e  number of a lcohol - re la ted  su rv ivab le  a i r -  
c r a f t  acc idents .  We a r e  concerned t h a t  many more a v i a t i o n  accidents  
may be a lcohol - re la ted  than i s  cu r ren t ly  known. 

14 CFR 91.11(1) and (2) spec i fy  t h a t  no person may a c t  aa a crew- 

While 
member of a c i v i l  a i r c r a f t  w i th in  8 hours a f t e r  t h e  consumption of 
any a l coho l i c  beverage or while  under t h e  in f luence  of a lcohol .  
each of t h e  50 S t a t e s  has  e s t ab l i shed  minimum a lcohol  levels i n  high-  
way t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a t  which d r i v e r s  a r e  considered t o  be  under t h e  
inf luence  of a lcohol ,  t h e  Federal  Aviation Regulations contair:  no 
minimum alcohol  l e v e l  a t  which a p i l o t  i s  considered t o  be under t h e  
in f luence  of a lcohol .  

The Safe ty  Board surveyed t h e  50 S t a t e s  t o  determine which ones 
can r equ i r e  a p i l o t  t o  submit t o  a blood a lcohol  test .  This survey 
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