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Slide 10: AIDS-defining Conditions for Reported Perinatally Acquired AIDS Cases, by Age at Diagnosis, Cumulative through 2006—United States and Dependent Areas

The incidence of Pneumocystis jirovecii in children with perinatally acquired AIDS peaks at 4 months of age. 

The age at diagnosis for the other AIDS-defining conditions is much more evenly distributed during the first 2 years of life. 

Because Pneumocystis jirovecii occurs early, prophylaxis is recommended for all perinatally HIV-exposed children, beginning at 6 weeks of age. The occurrence of Pneumocystis jirovecii in children may indicate missed opportunities for testing pregnant women, the use of zidovudine or other antiretroviral therapies to prevent transmission, or therapy for HIV-exposed children. 

CDC has a high-priority initiative to reduce HIV transmission from mothers to children by promoting voluntary prenatal maternal HIV testing (intrapartum if women do not receive prenatal care) and antiretroviral therapy.


