
Proportion of Perinatally Acquired AIDS Cases
by Mother's Transmission Category and Year of Diagnosis 

1981–2006—United States and Dependent Areas
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Note. Data have been adjusted for reporting delays and cases without risk factor information were proportionally
redistributed.

*Heterosexual contact with a person known to have, or to be at high-risk for, HIV infection.
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Changes have occurred in the distribution of transmission categories for the mothers of children who were infected perinatally and in whom AIDS developed. 

In the 1980s, most of the women who transmitted HIV vertically were exposed to HIV through injection drug use, and a smaller proportion through high-risk heterosexual contact. 

Since the 1990s, a smaller proportion of women who transmit HIV vertically are exposed to HIV through injection drug use and a larger proportion through high-risk heterosexual contact. It is likely that some proportion of the women without a specified risk factor were also exposed through high-risk heterosexual contact.


