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                 Gulf of Mexico Program
                         Joint Policy Review Board/Management Committee

                     Meeting Summary
  New Orleans, LA

March 18, 2004

Organization: Policy Review Board Member: Present: Absent:

EPA Stan Meiburg  (Alternate Federal Chair) X

Louisiana Vacant(State Chair)

Dugan Sabins,(Alternate) X

Alabama Barnett Lawley X

Florida Jerry Brooks (Alternate) X

Mississippi Phil Bass (Alternate) X

Texas Vacant

HHS George Hoskin X

DOC Spencer Garrett (Alternate) X

USDA Homer W ilkes X

DOI Columbus Brown (Alternate) X

DOT Vacant

DOD Bob Stender (Alternate) X

NASA Ron Magee (Alternate) X

CAC Robert Crowe X

CAC Brian Grantham X

BAC Mike Lyons X

GRN Cynthia Sarthou (Alternate) X

CSCA Joel Yelverton (Alternate) X

AFBF-GC Ron Harrell (Alternate) X              
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Organization: Management Committee Member: Present: Absent:

EPA Myron Knudson, Alternate for Federal Co-Chair

Bryon Griffith

X

X

Texas Bruce Moulton (State Co-Chair) X

Alabama John Carlton X

Florida Lynn Griffin X

Louisiana Dugan Sabins (Alternate) X

Mississippi Barry Royals (Alternate) X

Mississippi Vacant (Soil & Water Conservation Commission)

Texas Larry McKinney (TX Parks & Wildlife Dept) X

HHS (FDA) Tom Herrington (Alternate) X

DOC (NMFS) X

USDA (NRCS) Homer Wilkes

X

DOI (USGS) Gary Brewer X

DOI (FWS) Columbus Brown X

DOD (USN) Robert Stender (Alternate) X

DOD (COE) Bob Bosenberg (Alternate) X

DOD (USAF) Vic Verma X

CAC Casi Callaway X

CAC Jim Kachtick X

BAC  Flinda Hill X

GRN Cynthia Sarthou, alternate for Deborah Dawkins X

CSCA Joel Yelverton X

AFBF-GC Ned Meister X

Fisheries Ron Lukens X

TNC Keith Ouchley X

GSCZ  Vacant   - 

NEPs David Yeager X

NASA Ron Magee X
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1. Roll Call - Welcome and Introductions of the Board

Stan Meiburg,  Alternate Federal Co-Chair, welcomed the Committee on behalf of Jimmy

Palmer. 

2. Overview of Meeting Agenda & Objectives/Status Review of Follow-Up Action Items

Bryon Griffith paid tribute to Bill Holland, a long-time member of the Gulf of Mexico

Program staff who passed away in February, and dedicated the accomplishments of the

day to Bill. 

Mike Lyons, Business Advisory Council representative,  reported on the Congressional

Briefing that the Council sponsored in W ashington, DC, on February 11, 2004, to inform

Congressional members about the Gulf of Mexico Program.  He was very pleased with

the briefing and encouraged regarding support for the Executive Order and the Program. 

The Board thanked the Business Council for sponsoring the briefing, the first for the Gulf

Program,  and the support expressed by the Council to members of Congress

3. FY 2003 Program Accomplishments

Bryon Griffith presented an informational overview of the Gulf of Mexico Program

W orkplan with the goals and objectives that have been endorsed by the Policy Review

Board and Management Committee from FY 2000 - FY 2003.  The purpose of the

overview was to keep the Committees informed on the results of the projects and the

accomplishments of the Program.

4. Executive Order Status/Update

Bryon Griffith presented a chronology of the progress and status of the Gulf of Mexico

Executive Order (EO) The EO was scheduled to be forwarded to the EPA Administrator 

by the end of March and will be briefed by the Assistant Administrator for W ater and

Bryon Griffith in June.  After the Administrator signs the Order, it will be sent to the Office

of Management and Budget for review.  

5. Briefings on Emerging Initiatives

Bryon Griffith briefed the Board on the Coastal America Business Plan/Enterprise Model

and the Gulf Program’s participation as the Regional Implementation Team for Coastal

America.  The Plan is being developed to improve the coordination of the Federal Coastal

Programs, increase corporate involvement in Coastal Programs, and to improve public

understanding of coastal and marine issues.  The Model calls for identifying relevant

regional priorities, establishing Regional Goals, Objectives, and Subobjectives;

correlating partnership authorities and programs; and preparing Regional cross-cut

budget initiatives.  

6. White House Views B Coastal Priorities

Kameran Onley, Associate Director, Council on Environmental Quality informed the

Board on the role of the Council.  The Council advises the President on
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environmental issues.  Overall, on a national scale, air and water quality are
improving.  There are healthier conditions using newer technologies. The focus
should center on (1) results, (2) sound science, (3) innovation and technology, (4)
collaboration for local solutions, and (6) stewardship by nongovernment entities. 
Economic growth goes hand in hand with environmental progress.   

7. U.S. Ocean Commission Report (Governance Briefing)

Dr. Frank Muller-Karger, who served on the U.S. Ocean Commission, addressed the

Board, informing them as to the process for the preliminary Commission Report which is

to be released on April 20, 2004.  The Commission consisted of 16 members and

spanned over two and a half years to conclude.  All the Commissioners agree that the

U.S. needs a new integrated management mechanism to treat ocean resources as

interrelated and interdependent ecosystem components, rather than as a collection of

isolated fragments managed independently from each other as practiced today.   Dr.

Muller-Karger said the Commission will recommend a National Ocean Policy Framework

that creates a more effective and coordinated federal management system.  The existing

federal structure will need to be strengthened to be more effective, less redundant and

better suited to a balanced ecosystem-based management approach.  Local, regional,

tribal and state organizations need a more active role in managing the nation’s oceans

and coasts.  The Commission will recommend strengthening regional management and

participation and propose solutions that transcend political boundaries.  There are clear

linkages among the oceans, the atmosphere, the land, and human activities.  Ocean

management has to be tied to land management.  It is through education that things are

going to change. 

8. Gulf of Mexico States Accord B Binational Partnerships

Gary L. Springer, Executive Director for the Gulf of Mexico States Accord
(GOMSA), made a presentation to the Board on “Integrating the Gulf of Mexico Border.” 

GOMSA, established in 1995, consists of 11 Gulf of Mexico member states.  GOMSA

initiatives are (1) economic sustainability which includes the red tide research initiative;

(2) Gulf of Mexico tourism corridor; (3) trade and tourism; and (4) transportation, the

Short Sea Shipping, a more efficient movement of goods.  The context for dealing with

the U.S. has changed and U.S. economic problems are deeply affecting its trading

partners.  The Gulf of Mexico is a common sustainable resource.  Some next steps are to

build the Congressional Caucus for the Gulf of Mexico; establish a parallel Gulf of Mexico

Program in Mexico, secure funding for the red tide initiative, and map out crosscurrents

and synergies between the two countries.

9.White Water to Blue Water Initiative

Bryon Griffith, Gulf of Mexico Program Office, informed the Board about the W hite W ater

to Blue W ater Summit on Sustainable Development partnership.  A conference is to be

held in Miami on March 22-26, 2004.  W hite W ater to Blue W ater is based on the
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conclusion that sustainable development in the W ider Caribbean region is not possible

without integrated watershed and marine ecosystem-based management.  The process is

designed to create and expand as many partnerships as possible.  The themes for the

conference are (1) integrated watershed management; (2) marine ecosystem-based

management; (3) sustainable tourism,  and (4) environmentally sound marine

transportation.  The Gulf of Mexico Program will participate in the conference.

    10. Gulf Hypoxia -  Implementation Plan Status Report

Larinda Tervelt, Gulf of Mexico Program Office, gave a presentation to the Board on 

The status of the Hypoxia Action Plan.  The goal is to reduce the Gulf of Mexico hypoxic

zone to less than 5,000 square kilometers by 2015 and to aim for a 30% reduction in

nitrogen discharges to the Gulf of Mexico.  Implementation actions are to support

development of sub-basin committees, monitoring of the hypoxic zone, point and non-

point source innovations, watershed initiative targeting, and an awards program.  The

strategies include: reduce nitrogen loads with a focus on sources; coordinate program

efforts such as SRF, 319, NPDES, etc.; and use innovative options and ideas such as

pollutant trading.  Some other opportunties are coordinating with Industry-Led Solutions

and Green Lands, Blue W ater.

11.      Industry-Led Solutions Workshop

Dr. Larry Beran, Texas Institute of Applied Environmental Research (TIAER), addressed

the Board about a national strategy to assist producers in addressing Clean W ater Act

issues.  This is a proactive approach to ensure effective, scientifically sound water quality

policies that meet the unique needs of agriculture and maintain the economic viability of

the industry.  An Industry-Led Solutions W orkshop I was held in January 2000; W orkshop

II was held in January 2001, W orkshop III was held in November 2002. 

Recommendations include developing an environmental certification program for

agriculture; invest in the science to support results based policy programs, and develop a

constituency to support new programs.  An Industry-Led Solutions: Gulf of Mexico

W orkshop was held in November 2003 which applied the solutions methodology to a

regional issue - hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico.  Action items were to establish a federal

commission on agriculture and the environment; establish environmental baselines; and

prepare a concept paper.  The next workshop will be held in June 2004 and will expand

to include municipalities and industry.

12. FY 2004 Program Workplan Overview/PRB Endorsement and

Proposed Addition of Choctawhatchee Basin as Priority Area

Gloria Car, Gulf of Mexico Program Office, presented the FY 2004 Gulf of Mexico

Program Objectives, Subobjectives, Annual Performance Goals and the expected

performance results. The Board unanimously endorsed the FY 2004 W orkplan.  Twenty-

five projects totaling $2.2M were funded in FY 2004 with the majority of the funding for

Objective 1- W ater Quality and Objective 3- Habitat.  The FY 2005 projects have been

selected and the FY 2006 process is underway with preproposals due May 30, 2004. 

The State Meetings will be held in the June - August timeframe,  and FY 2006 project

selection by November 30, 2004.  

In October 2003, the Executive Director for the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance presented

justification to the Management Committee for the Gulf of Mexico Program to designate
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and include the Basin as a Priority Area within the framework of the Program’s W orkplan. 

The watershed is a multi-state waterbody which is 5,350 square miles covering 9

counties in Alabama (58%) and 6 in Florida, and Choctawhatchee Bay is 129 square

miles.  The Bay, designated as a critical habitat by the US Fish and W ildlife Service,

provides a natural habitat for the Gulf Sturgeon and is a conduit to a significant breeding

area.  The eastern portion of the Bay is bordered by Florida’s fastest growing county,

W alton County.  The single largest landowner adjacent to the Bay is the US Air Force. 

There are numerous public and private organizations that promote ecosystem

management and sustainability in the  Basin.  The Bay has candidate impaired

waterbodies due to elevated coliform from stormwater. Florida DEP supports the

inclusion of Choctawhatchee Basin as a GMP Priority Area.  The Management

Committee unanimously endorsed that the Basin become a Priority Area, and sent the

recommendation to the Policy Review Board.  The Board unanimously endorsed the

Management Committee’s recommendation.  

12. Roundtable Discussion/Wrap-up and Next Steps

Jean Westbrook, CAC member from Louisiana, addressed the Board regarding the
Louisiana landloss and requested that the Board support funding for this initiative.

Brian Grantham, CAC Chair, addressed the Board regarding the GMP Executive Order.
The CAC will contact the Gulf State Governors requesting letters of endorsement.
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ATTACHMENT  A

Follow-up Action Item Summary
Policy Review Board/Management Committee Meeting

March 18, 2004

ACTION REQUESTED LEAD(s): STATUS:1.

1. Letter should be sent to Choctawhatchee Bay
Alliance regarding the PRB endorsement for
inclusion as a Priority Area.

GMPO

2. Mercury Advisory- Letter should be sent from
MC to PRB explaining the finding of the Project
Team and the recommendations.  
Obtain review and feedback with GSMFC
Develop package to send to the State
Authorities. 

GMPO

3.  Send final version of Executive Order to

PRB/MC members.

GMPO
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Gulf of Mexico Program

Joint
Policy Review Board/Management Committee

Meeting
Homewood Suites

901 Poydras Street

New Orleans, LA

DRAFT AGENDA
Thursday, March 18, 2004

    

8:30 Welcome and Introductions 
Jimmy Palmer, EPA Regional Administrator, Region 4, Atlanta

8:40 Overview of Meeting Agenda & Objectives
Status Review of Follow-up Action Items
Bryon Griffith, Gulf of Mexico Program Office

9:00 FY 2003 Program Accomplishments
Bryon Griffith, Gulf of Mexico Program Office

Purpose: Informational

9:30 Executive Order Status/Update
Bryon Griffith, Gulf of Mexico Program Office

Purpose: Informational

10:00 ------------- Break -------------

10:45 Briefings on Emerging Initiatives

Purpose:  To receive briefings and updates on issues and initiatives
pertinent to the Gulf of Mexico.

PEW Commission Report - White House Views
Kameran Onley, Associate Director - CEQ

U.S. Ocean Commission Report (Governance Briefing)
Dr. Frank Muller-Karger, Commissioner 
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12:00 Lunch

1:00 U.S. Mexico Gulf Programs Integration - Gulf of Mexico States Accord
Gary L. Springer, Executive Director - GOMSA

1:30 White Water to Blue Water Initiative
Patrick Cotter, EPA/Office of International Activities 

2:00 Gulf Hypoxia -  Implementation Plan Status Report
Larinda Tervelt, Gulf of Mexico Program Office

Industry-Led Solutions Workshop
Dr. Larry Beran, Texas Institute of Applied Environmental Research (TIAER)

2:30 FY 2004 Program Workplan Overview/PRB Endorsement and
Proposed Addition of Choctawhatchee Basin as Priority Area
Bryon Griffith, Gulf of Mexico Program Office

2:45 Roundtable Discussion/Wrap-up and Next Steps

3:00 Adjourn
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Attachment C
GULF OF MEXICO PROGRAM

Policy Review Board and Management Committee Meeting
March 18, 2004

ATTENDEE LIST
Diane Altsman Phil Bass

U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office              MS.Department of Environmental

Quality

Mail Code EPA/GMPO Office of Pollution Control

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000 P.O. Box 10385

(228) 688-7015 Jackson, MS 39289-0385

Email: altsman.diane@epa (601) 961-5100

Email: phil_bass@deq.state.ms.us

Larry Beran Bob Bosenberg

Texas Institute for Applied Environmental Research U.S. Army Corps of Eng., NO District 

Box T-0410 P.O. Box 60267

Tarleton State University New Orleans, LA 70160

Stephenville, TX 76402 (504) 862-2522

(254) 968-9565 Email: bosenberg.bob@epa.gov

Email: beran@tiaer.tarleton.edu

Donna Brewer Gary Brewer

U.S. Fish & W ildlife Service Department of Interior

U.S. Geological Survey

Shepherdstown, W V 11649 Leetown Road

Kearneysville, W V 25430

Email: (304) 724-4507

Email: gary_brewer@usgs.gov

Gloria Car Patty Caranna

U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office 2147 Floyd Dr.

Mail Code EPA/GMPO Biloxi, MS 39531-3007

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000 (228) 388-6438

(228) 688-2421 Email:

Email: car.gloria@epa.gov
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John Carlton Robert Crowe

Alabama Department of Environmental Management Alabama Power Company

P.O. Box 2247

Field Operations Division - Mobile Branch Mobile, AL 36652-2247

2204 Perimeter Road (251) 694-2391

Mobile, AL 36615 Email: rhcrowe@southernco.com

(251) 450-3400

Email: jcc@adem.state.al.us

James Giattina Jenette Gordon

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency/Region 4 National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Atlanta Federal Buillding Building 1100

61 Forsyth Street Room 3029

Atlanta, GA 30303 Stennis Space Center, MS 39529

(404) 562-9345 (228) 688-1416

Email: giattina.jim@epa.gov Email: jenetteB.Gordon@nasa.gov

Brian Grantham Lynn Griffin

P.O. Box 612 FL Department of Environmental Protection

Magnolia Springs, AL 36555 Office of Gov. and Legislative Affairs

(251) 943-1486 3900 Commonwealth Blvd.

Email: bgrantham@bcbe.org Mail Station  47

Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000

(850) 245-2163

Email: lynn.griffin@dep.state.fl.us

Bryon Griffith Lee Harbison

U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office Chevron USA Products Co.

Mail Code EPA/GMPO Blending & Shipping Divison

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000 250 Industrial Road

(228) 688-1172 Pascagoula, MS 39581

Email: griffith.bryon@epa.gov (228) 938-4407

Email: dlhr@chevrontexaco.com

Flinda Hill Terry Hines-Smith

Mississippi Power Company U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office

Environmental Quality Department Mail Code EPA/GMPO

P.O. Box 4079 Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000

Gulfport, MS 39502-4079 (228) 688-1159

(228) 865-5152 Email: hines-smith.terry@epa.gov

Email: frhill@southernco.com
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George Hoskin Robert Howard

Health & Human Services U.S. Environmental Protection Agency/Reg 4

Food and Drug Administration W ater Management Division, Coastal Section

Office of Seafood, HFS-400 61 Forsyth Street, SW        15th Floor

5100 Paint Branch Parkway Atlanta, GA 30303-3104

College Park, MD 20740 (404) 562-9370

(301) 436-1402 Email: howard.bob@epa.gov

Email: ghoskin@cfsan.fda.gov

Myron Knudson Fred Kopfler

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office

1445 Ross Ave. Mail Code EPA/GMPO

Dallas, TX 75202-2733 Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000

(214) 665-3136 (228) 688-2712

Email: knudson.myron@epa.gov Email: kopfler.fred@epa.gov

Heidi Lovett R. Michael Lyons

MRAG-Americas, Inc. Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Assoc.

110 South Hoover Blvd, Suite 212 801 North Blvd.

Tampa, FL 33609-2458 Suite 201

(813) 639-9519 Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5727

Email: Heidi.Lovett@mragamericas.com (225) 387-3205

Email: lyons@lmoga.com

Paul Maclean Melanie Magee

Maclean Land Services, Inc. U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office

P.O. Box 3620 Mail Code EPA/GMPO

Houma, LA 70361 Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000

(985) 868-4963 (228) 688-1197

Email: mls@cajun.net Email: magee.melanie@epa.gov

Ned Meister Eliska Morgan

Texas Farm Bureau Congressman Jo Bonner

P.O. Box 2689 1141 Montlimar Drive

W aco, TX 76702-2689 Suite 3010

(254) 751-2457 Mobile, AL 36609

Email: nmeister@txfb.org (251) 690-2811

Email: eliska.morgan@mail.house.gov

Bruce Moulton Frank Muller-Karger

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Institute for Marine Remote Sensing/IMaRS

W ater Policy & Regulations Division College of Marine Science

P.O. Box 13087 University of South Florida

Austin, TX 78711-3087 140  7th Ave., South

(512) 239-4809 St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Email: bmoulton@tceq.state.tx.us (727) 553-3335

Email: carib@marine.usf.edu
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Kameran Onley Keith Ouchley

Executive Office of the President The Nature Conservancy

Council on Environmental Quality

722 Jackson Place, N.W . ,  

W ashington, DC 20503

(202) 456-5141 Email: kouchley@tnc.org

Email: kameran_L._Onley@ceq.eop.gov

Dugan Sabins Cynthia Sarthou

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality Gulf Restoration Network

Office of Environmental Assessment P.O. Box 2245

P.O. Box 4314 New Orleans, LA 70176

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4314 (504) 525-1528

(225) 219-3553 Email: Cyn@gulfrestorationnetwork.org

Email: dugan.sabins@la.gov

Gary Springer Robert Stender

Gulf of Mexico States Accord U.S. Navy

716 W . Fletcher Ave. Naval Education & Training

Tampa, FL 33612 Code N441

(727) 709-3354 250 Dallas Street

Email: solivice@aol.com Pensacola, FL 32508-5220

(850) 452-4022

Email: robert.stender@navy.mil

Larinda Tervelt Mary E, VanPelt

U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office U.S. EPA/Gulf of Mexico Program Office

Mail Code EPA/GMPO Mail Code EPA/GMPO

Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000 Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000

(228) 688-1033 (228) 688-1843

Email: tervelt.larinda@epa.gov Email: vanpelt.marybeth@epa.gov

Vic Verma Don Waller

Department of Defense U.S. Air Force Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation

Air Force Environmental Office 136 County Road 313

60 Forsyth Street, SW Oxford, MS 38655

Atlanta, GA 30303-3416 (662) 234-6096

(404) 562-4208 Email:

Email: vic.verma@brooks.af.m il

J.R. Wilson David Yeager

709 W ashington Avenue Mobile Bay National Estuary Program

Pascagoula, MS 39567 4172 Commanders Drive

(228) 762-7264 Mobile, AL 36615

Email: salliebelle@i-55.com (251) 431-6409

Email: dwyeager@mobilebaynep.com
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Joel Yelverton

Mississippi Association of Supervisors

793 North President Street

Jackson, MS 39202

(601) 353-2741

Email: massup1@aol.com
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