
Great Lakes
Ecosystem Report
2000

United States
Environmental Protection
Agency

Great Lakes National Program Office
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois 60604

EPA-905-R-01-001
December 2000



This report is prepared pursuant to various reporting requirements under the terms of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978 
as amended by Protocol in 1987, and Sections 118 (c) (10) and 118 (f) of the Clean Water Act, which state:

118(c) (10) Comprehensive Report
 Within 90 days after the end of each fiscal year, the Administrator shall submit to Congress a comprehensive report which - 

(A) describes the achievements in the preceding fiscal year in implementing the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement 
of 1978, as amended by the Water Quality Agreement of 1987 and any other agreements and amendments, and shows 
by categories (including judicial enforcement, research, State cooperative efforts, and general administration) the amounts 
expended on Great Lakes water quality initiatives in such preceding fiscal year;

(B) describes the progress made in such preceding fiscal year in implementing the system of surveillance of the water in 
the Great Lakes System, including the monitoring of groundwater and sediment, with particular reference to toxic pollutants;

(C) describes the long-term prospects for improving the condition of the Great Lakes; and 

(D) provides a comprehensive assessment of the planned efforts to be pursued in the succeeding fiscal year for 
implementing the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978, as amended by the Water Quality Agreement of 1987 and any 
other agreements and amendments, which assessment shall - 

(i) show by categories (including judicial enforcement, research, State cooperative efforts, and general 
administration) the amount anticipated to be expended on Great Lakes water quality initiatives in the fiscal year to which 
the assessment relates; and 

(ii) include a report of current programs administered by other Federal agencies which make available resources 
to the Great Lakes water quality management efforts.

118(f) Interagency Cooperation
The head of each department, agency, or other instrumentality of the Federal Government which is engaged in, is concerned 
with, or has authority over programs relating to research, monitoring, and planning to maintain, enhance, preserve, or rehabilitate 
the environmental quality and natural resources of the Great Lakes, including the Chief of Engineers of Army, the Chief of the Soil 
Conservation Service, the Commandant of the Coast Guard, the Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Administrator 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, shall submit an annual report to the Administrator with respect to the 
activities of that agency or office affecting compliance with the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978, as amended by 
the Water Quality Agreement of 1987 and any other agreements and amendments.

 


