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Barr and Pease (1990) 

Displacement is 
“a Frustrating Side Effect” 

“a Predictable Effect of Specific Policies”

“a Manipulative Tool of Crime Control.” (278) 

A reorganization of the space and time in which a 
potential offender comes in contact with a potential 
victim

Barr and Pease (1990) 

Displacement is 
“a Frustrating Side Effect” 

“a Predictable Effect of Specific Policies”

“a Manipulative Tool of Crime Control.” (278) 

A reorganization of the space and time in which a 
potential offender comes in contact with a potential 
victim



Types of displacementTypes of displacement

Hakim and Rengert (1981) 

Temporal

Spatial

Tactical

Target

Crime Type or Functional

Barr and Pease (1990)

Perpetrator Displacement

Benign vs. Malign 

Hakim and Rengert (1981) 

Temporal

Spatial

Tactical

Target

Crime Type or Functional

Barr and Pease (1990)

Perpetrator Displacement

Benign vs. Malign 



Diffusion of benefitsDiffusion of benefits

The displacement of crime prevention benefits to non-
target areas

Studies have found that there is often more evidence 
of diffusion than displacement. 

See for example:

Ratcliffe, JH (2002) Burglary reduction and the myth of 
displacement, Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal 
Justice, Paper 232, August 2002. Download from 
www.aic.gov.au
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There is no rule-of-thumb for determining a buffer

When determining a buffer around a target area:
Look for natural boundaries
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Be aware of neighborhood boundaries

Consider possible drug and/or gang territory

Be informed by local knowledge and theory
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Drug crime
AfterDuring
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Public relations and community concerns

Identifying new areas of concern

Overall success of programs and initiatives

Public relations and community concerns

Identifying new areas of concern

Overall success of programs and initiatives

Why care about displacement?Why care about displacement?



CaveatsCaveats
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Target Area, the WDQ can be skewed

Different types of crime may displace differently

For a clearer picture run the analysis for each crime 
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