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- 10r,Art, ClaSS ﬁcat n,Search ;

801, 01 ‘Canceled Mﬂtter in U.8. t”ntent F‘lles
901,02 Abandoned Apmlcations
801,03 Pending Applimtlous
50104 U8 Patenig

801.056  Foreign Patents

901.06(n) Citation Data
901.06(b)  Other Significant Data
901.06(c)  Obtaining Coples
001.05(d)  Tranxiation

901,08  Non-Patent Publications

B01.06(a) - Sclentific Libeary '

801.00(b) Borrowed Publications

801,06 (¢)  Alien Property Custodian Publications

001.08(d)  Abstracts, ” Abbreviatures and Defensive
Publications

801.07 Arrangement of Art In Txamining Groups
90108 Rorrowing References

801.09  Missing Coples—Replacement

%2 Official Publications and Indices of U.S. Patents

402,01  Manuatl of Classification

80202  Deflnitions

902.02(a) Search Notes

B02,02(LY  Search Cards

902,03  U.8. Patent Classification Indices
902.08(0)y  Numerieal

902.03(b)  Blue Slips

802.08(¢c)  Subclasg Lists

02.03(d0)y  Count

502.01  Classification Ovders and Bulletins

908 Classification

903,01 Statutory Authority

003.02  Basis and Principles of Classitication

203.02(n)  New and Revised Clasges

S03.02(h)  Seope of 1 Class

908.03  Classification of Foreign Patenta

SU3.04 Stamping of Examiners’ and Seareh Room
Copies

SUB.0L  T'ransfer of U8, Pntents

GOB.006 Ordering Ullh,iul Cross-References

SOLOG () Digcovery of New CrossReferences

HO3.07  Classityving and Cross-Referencing at Allow

anee

HORO0T I CrosseReferenees - Keep Systemntie Nofes
during Proseeuation

fasiiing  In Another
Without Tronsfer

i Apphieations - Ssshgnment and Peanafer

IS OKE)  New Applications

13,07 th) Fxamining  Group

Classdieation and Assigument to Exwminer

Franedinte fnspection of Amendmenty

Transfer Procedure

Ceneral Regulations Coverning
Hon Assigtinment

Prtent Classiftors Decislon

Tran«fer to

(M O e
XK T
(HEL O (0 ) Appllea
KIZOR(F)

HIARIET NS Another Fxaminingg Gronp

afier Phecizton

; atimml ﬂmmﬂfioutlon at Patents for
“Tuventions

$03.10 _ Duties of the l’ﬂﬂt( lzmaaiﬁor

904  How to Search' .

004.01  Analyals of ('lﬂlms

003.00

004.01(a)  Variant Embodiments within Scope of
B Claim

004.01.(b) hquivnlenm

004.01(¢) Analogous Arts

!)04.01((]) Outlining Meld of Search
004,02 Conducting the Nearch
905 Miscellaneous '

$05.01. - Photocopy Orders

905,02 Boft Copy Orders

905,08 Orders for Patented and Abandoned Flles
906,04  Marking Bxaminers’ Qoples of Patents
H5.06  Charge for Pending Application Files

901 [ R-30]
Note rule 104 (n) in§ 707.
901.01

Prior Art

anceled Matter in U.S. Patent

Files [R-18]

Canceled nmllm in the npplication file of a
U7, patent is not n proper reference as of the
filing date under 35 U.S.C. 102¢, seo Kx parte
Stulego, 154 USPQ 52, TTowever, matfer ean-
celed from the lpplnnlmu file wrapper of o
ULS. patent may be used as priov avt ag of the
patent date in that it then constitutes prior
publie knowledge under 35 US.CL 1o (a).,

901.02 Abandoned Applications
[R-30]

Rule 108, Abandoncd applications nof ecited. Aban-
doned spplications ns such will not be efted ax rof.
eronees exeept those which have beeome abandoned
ns a result of the tiling and acceptance of n request
under rule 139,

Where an abandoned application is veferved
to in an issaed LS, patent the disclosure of the
application is incorpornted by reference into the
diselosure of the patent. and’ is available to the
publie. See rule 14 (h),

Toere Heritawe, 1950 (L1, 419 =6 PISPQ 16O
holds that where a patent refers to and relies
apon the disclosnre of a copending abandoned
applhicntion, sueh diselosure b5 available as a
r'u&'m-nm-. See also Inore Laond et ad 163 1ISPQ
620 vl CCPPA 1301,

It has also been held that where the refer
enee prtent refers to o copending but aban-
doned application which diseloses subject mat-
ter in conpnon with the patent, the effeetive
date of the reference as to the common subject
matter is the filing date of the abandoned ap-
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14(a) )ppand are not availal
However, claims in one appl
jocted on the claimed
p(mdmgi‘ application _ of
entity. For applications hav
signee and different inventi
a single inventive conce

Applications, abandm.u r ru
treated as pending applications for limited time
periods. regarding interferences e filing
of a continuing app] wat:mn. (See § sl] 06. )

901.04 U.S. Palems [R~35]

The following different series of U ,b pat-
ents are being, or in'the past have been issued.
The date of patenting given.on the face of
each copy is the publication date and is the one
usually cited. The filing date, in most in-
stances also given on the face of the patent, is
ordinarily the effective date as a reference 2 35
US.C.102(e)).

X-Series. ~These are the ggpmxlmately
10,000 patents issued between 1790 and July 4
1836. J;‘he;y were not originally numbered, "but
have been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the
sequence in which they were issued. The num-
ber should not be cited. When copies are or-
dered, the patentee’s name and date of issue
suffice for identification. Copies in stock are
arranged ohrono]ogmally

1836 Series. The mechanical, ele('tl‘l(.‘u] and
chemical patents issued since 1836 and fre-
q] ently designated as “utility” patents, are in-

uded in this series. A citation by numbex
only is understood to refer to this series. This
geries comprises the bulk of all TS, patents
issned. Some U.S, patents issued in 1861 bear
two numbers but only the larger number should
be cited.

Reissue Series. Reissued patents (§ 1401)
have boen given a separate series of nmnlwm
preceded by “Re.” In citing, the letters and the
num\wr mnst be given, e.g., Re 1776, The date
that. it is effective as a mlﬁrence s the effective
dato of the or %zuml patent application, not the
filing date of the reissue application.

A. 1. Series. From 1838 to 1861, patents
covering an inventor’s improvement on hig own
patented device were given a separate series of
numbers preceded by “A.L."” to indicate Addi-
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given a separate seri
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the letters “P.P."” and the numbe:

Pate 17 ,o d
1 und

n Patents.

ter mgo) are is

numbers. In e 7

number must be given, e.g., 1). 1 ~

ICIREPAT Numbers: for ldenliﬁuﬂon of Biblio-
graphic Data on the Firmt Page of Puwm and
Like Documents

The Yaris Unlon t‘aumnlltw tor lutamau«mal Luap
eration in lnwrumumx Retrieval Among Patent Offices
(YCIREPAT) has approved revisions: in INID Codes
(TCIREPAT  Numbers  for, Identificatlon. of Data)
which became effective for uze by the countries which
apply such codes to their doenmeuts on January 1,1978.
A complete list of the Codes, as revised, appears below.

Changes in INID Codes which particalarly affect
their application to L8, patenta conaist of -the provi.
sfon of the new codes [75] and.{78] that are intended
primarily for use by countries in which the national
laws require that the inventor and applicant are nor-
mally the same. Use of the code [72] which was hereto-
fore applied to U.8. patents has been discontinued and,
in lien thereof, codes [T5] and [78], as appropriate, has
been used effective with the patent issue of Jmmary 2,
1973,

The purpese of INID Codes is to provide n: means
whereby the varlous data appearing on the first page
of patent and like documents can be identlfied withount
knowledge, of the language used and the laws applied.
They are now used by a number of Patent Offices and
have been applied to U8, patents since. Aug. 4, 1070
Some of the codex are not pertinent to the docnments
of n particular country and some which are may, in
fact, not be used. Those codey which ave not applicable
to LS, patents or not usd are fdentified in the list
helow,

1101 Document identification
[11] Number of the docwmment
110] ICIREPAT country code, or other identifica-
tlon, of the country publishing the docw-
ment

1201 Domestic filing data

{211 Numberix) asalgned to the applieatlon (=),
e.r. "Numero d’enreglstrement national,”
“Aklenzeichen”

1221 Date (&) of filing applicaiion(s)

[231 Other date(s) of fAling, including exhibition
titing date and date of ling complete specs
ifieation following provisional specifica-
tion !

Qee footnotes on followlng page.




{38} Country (countries) in which priority
plication(s) was (were) filed?
[{40) Date(s) of making available to the public . .

(41] Date of maeking available to the public by
viewing, or copying on request, ap !
examined  document, on which vo . grant
haw taken place on or before the said éate®

[42] Date of making available to the publie by
viewing, . or copying on request, an
examined document, on which ne grant
has taken place on or before the said date*

{43] Date of publication by printing or stmilar
procesg of an unexamined document, on
which no grant has taken place on er be-
fore the said date® ,

[44] Date of publication by printing or similar
process .of .an examined document, . on
which no grant has taken place on or:be-
tore the said date®

{45] Date of publication by printing or similar
process of a document, on which grant has
taken place on or before the said date

{46) Date of publication by printing of similar
process of the clalm{z) only of a docu-
ment* e

[47] Date of making available to the publie by
viewing, or copying on request, a docu-
ment on which grant has taken place on or
before the said date?

(501 Technrical information

[51) International Patent Classiflcation

[52) Domestic or national classification

[53]1 Unlversal Decimal Classification®

[54] Title of the invention ‘

[63] Keywords®

[668]1 Liat of prior art documents, if separate from
descriptive text

[57) Abatract or claim

(58] Field of gearch

{60) Reference(s) to other legally related domestic
document () ®

{61] Related by addition(a) *

[621 Related by division(s)

[63] Related by continuation (s)

{641 Related by reinsne(s)

Notes concernlng the applicatlon of INID Codes to U8R,
patenta:

UThis item 1n elther not nlmllcabln to U8, patents oe, If
uppllcahlm 1n elther not coded or not asslgned thiz code.

The reapective specifie data clements within this category
are not individually coded, They are printed In a particular
format under the caption "F’om!gn A 4)"0&!!011 riorvity Data”
which 1z Identified by the INID Code R 0],

8 The speclfic data applicabla to a particular patent I
w;lmml under the caption “Related U.B. Application Data.”

liere the relatlonship is die solely to divisfon or to continn.
atlon and/or continuation-in-part, the data 1a ldentified Ly
the appropriate apeeific INID Code, Lo, [62] or {83], re-
npacuwly. Where the relationship s due to any combination
of thexe two specitic aub-categortes, the Jdata 1s (dentited by
nre of the gererie INID Code [GO].

138.1
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ment
[T1} Name(s) of applivant(s) *
(72] Name i inventor(s) If knewn to bhe

(78] Nume(s) of grantee(s)

{74] Namse(eg) of attorney (8) or agent(s) *

{T6) Nameé(n) of inventoris) whe is(are) also
applicant (s) R

[T6] Name(s) of Inventor(s) who la(are) also
-applicant (s) and grantee(s)

Codes [T6] and {76] are intended primarily for use
by countries in which the natienal laws requive that the
inventor and applicant are normally the same. In other
cages [T1} and (721 er {711, [72] and [78] should gen-
erally be used,

901.05 Foreign Patents

All countries do not issue their pateat speci-
fications in printed form. In some eountiies,
there is a delay between the date of the patent
grant and the date of publication. Generally,
a foreign patent shoul«f not be cited as a refer-
ence unless the examiner has seen the patent.

Jitation data pertaining to those countries
from which the most patent publications are re-
ceived are given in the following sections.
Additional information can be obtained from
the Scientific Library.

901.05(a) Citation Data

Foreign patent publications that use Arabic
and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-
cate the date, show in arder the day, month, and
year. Roman numerals always refer to the
month.

Japanese patent application publications
show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
in order the year of the reign of the present
Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert
the Ja.‘mnese year of the Emperor to the West-
ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese
year. For example: 40-3-6=:March 6, 1965,

ani!?l language, alphabetical lists of the
names of

the months, and of the names and ab-
breviations for the United States of America
aro shown on the following page. 'The lists set
forth only selected, commonly encountersd
foreign language names, and 30 not. include
those which are similar to the English language
names and thus easily translatable,

Tn using the lists, identification of the foreign
langunge (except for Russian), is not necessary.
The translation into English is ascertained by
alphabetically locating the foreign language
name on the hst. ‘ ‘

The list of the forcign language names and
abbreviations for the United States is usefnl in
determining whather a foreipm language patent
publication indieates the filing of a similar ap-
plication in the United States.
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 901.05(s)
Alphalmﬁml List of:

BAOKLO
godit
augusti
aviil
bfegen
dervna
dervenca
cEerwoen
déeombre
dicombre
dubnn
ebok
febbraio
Feber
fabruari
fédvrier
goennnio
giugno
grudnia
heindkuu
helmikuu
huhtikuu
Janner
janvier
joulukuu
juillet
Luin
esdkuu
kvetna
kwictnia
teden
lipea
listopad
listopadn
lokakuu
tuglio
hatego
maaliskuu
maart

Auguet
Avgunt
Awvgust
il

Mureh
June
July

June
Deeomber
Doeomber
Apeil
Augiat
Pebruary
Februnry
Februnry
February
Janunry
June
Dscensber
July
Febraary
April
January
January
December
July

June

June

Rnv

April
Jantiary
July
Naovember
Novemnber
Oetober
Julv
February
March
Mareh

maja
maraskiuu
Msres
nars
Marts
Mérs
ArEO
[§TT1
atiobre
pazdziernika
r rostrica

ijnn
sotlembre
sierpunin
REPIIS
stveznia
nyyskun
tammikuu
totkokuw
Hhora
wrzednin
zari

BRIYOT
anpets
nexaldpn
WD
HIOHB
Mal
MapT
#oAbpL
oKTAGPH
centabpn
deBpansb
AHRADL

RUSSTAN

Py
November
Marelh
March
Mareh
Mareh
Mareh
May
Cetober
Cictober
December
Oetobor
Seplember
Auguiat
Augrst
January
Heptember
Janunry
Muay
February
September
HMeptomber

August
April
December
Julv

June

May
March
November
O¢tober
September
February
January

Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Names and
Abbreviations for the United States of America

Awerikas Forenta Stater

De Forenete Stater av Amerika

ER, UU.
I

» U
< UL AL
:K A

!
i
i

Am.

Ttats-Unes d'Amérique

RN \

Spaog,

A,

Spoge nv Staty Amerncke

Slany

AU
B
CA
CH
1o

DK
2L
Y
3]

Zijednoczone Amervki

Australia
Belgium
Canada
Switzerland
Czechoslovakin
Denmark

Fast Germany

Germany, Fed, Roep.

Treland

Hev., 356, Jan, 1973

Franee

Great Britain

Hungary

Tndia
italy

Japan

Netherkunds

Nuorwayv

1as.2

Stati Unitt d" Aeriea

UL
AL
.

//ZL'L

'i‘.

1

AL

Ver, \l \ Amerika

Vercenigde Staten Van Amerika
Vereemgde Staten Yaon Noord:- Amerika
Verctnigten Stanten Von Merika

Vorenede Stater § Amerika

(D
e

R

¥
SU

W

N

v

ICIREPAT Country Ldentification Code Letters

Austiin
Polnnid
Rumanin
Finland
RS
Sweden
PINA
Yugoslavia




ast Germany, India, Ireland,
and U.8.8.R., it does not ap-
e copies of the patents. 1f

be secured from

he effective dates of Belgian patents, see
the Memorandum of March 2, 1959, which has
been reproduced in 41 J.P.O.8. at page 440,
~For the effective dates of Ttalian patents, see
the Memorandum of QOectober 25, 1960 distrib-
uted to “all examiners and published in 42
J.P.0.S. T96-8. ' ST e

Comments concerning German, French and
Belgian procedure ‘in granting patents are
found in Ex parte Gruschwitz et al., 138 USPQ
505. This case did not involve anticipation but
the bar of foreign patenting under 35 U.8.C.
102(d). The Board of Appeals has held that a
Jagnne&e application was “patented” upon its
publication date, Ex parte Iizuka, 171 USPQ

50. ' SR ‘
™ A German Offenlegungsschriften publication
is not considered to be a patent under 356 U.S.C.
103(d), Ex parte Links, 184 USPQ 429 (Bd. of
A{)pls. 1974). However, a German Auslege-
schrift publication is considered to provide the
legal effect of a patent under 35 U.S.C. 102(d),
Ex parte Beik and Thiele, 161 USPQ 795 (Bd.
L, of Appls. 1968).

Some countries issue patents of addition and
they should be identified as such and, when
separately numbered as in France, the number
of the addition patent should be cited.

“Patents of addition” generally cover im-
provements of a patented parent invention and
can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
invention. Inventivenessin relation to the par-
ent. invontion need not be demonstrated and the
term is governed by the term of the parent
patent,

For citation of the number of pages of draw-
ing and specification, see § 707.05 (o).

ngmm foreign countries list the references

cited during the prosecution. These, especially
if they are U.S. patents, may be helpful, cither
as references of interest to the examiner or to
suaiggeat an overlooked field of search.

Cor additional information on foreign patent
}?mcticvs see “Foreign Patent Material” by 1. J.
Federico, 54 JPOS 102 and 147, February and
L.Mm*(‘.h, 1972,

Froeran Rervsric or GERMANY

German allowed applications have been is-
sued in printed form beginning September 1,

r’

of the applicant, the

, o serial number t? the appli-
cation, and the date of publication. They are
printed on white paper, The applications
printed after January 1, 1957, are printed on
green paper and are captioned “ Auslegeschrift”
and have an additional number which is larger
than 1,000,000 and which will be the number of
the patent, if issued. This new number should
be used instead of the original serial number.
When and if the patent is granted, the specifi-
cation is printed again on white paper with the
same number,

_ On Qctober 1, 1068, the West German Patent
Office shifted to a deferred examination proce-
dure. Under this procedure all pending appli-
cations are printed on yellow paper at 18
months after the filing or claimed priority date
as “Offenlegungsschriften”. The numbering sys-
tem is larger than 1,400,000,

German Utility Models (Gebrauchsmuster)
may be used as references as prior patents, but
not as prior printed publications since the full
gpecifications are not printed effective as of
their registration date. When necessary, the
Librarian will obtain the complete text o% the
specification from the German Patent Office.
A file of such copies is maintained in the Scien-
tific Library.

NETHERLANDS

Netherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
are printed beginning January 1, 1964. The
are captioned “Oectrooiaanvrage”. They shoul
be cited as Netherlands applications giving the
number, date of publication, “Datum van ter
inzagelling”, name of applicant, “Aanvrager”,
and data customarily given in citing foreign
patents.

Untren Kinanom -

Certain United Kingdom applications had ==
become void and hence lack a «*m of accept-
ance. Nevertheless, they were given a number
in the patent series. The date of publication
(vear only) is given following the statement
“Printed for Tlis Majesty’s Stationery Office,”
and this should be vited.

British specifications prior to 1916 have
Frinwd in large heavy type at the head of the
irst. page of the specification a number and
year, as 1431 A.D, 1912, This, together with
the name, as required by the rules, is always
the proper citation of the patent. The year
given at the head of the specification is either
tha year of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either caso it is the official designation of
the patent.

Rev. 44, Apr. 1075



The date of recent French patents to be taken
as the effective date as a patent for reference
purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the French Patent Office (Bulletin Officiel de la
l:’rog::été Industrielle) in which the granting
of t ‘

a

he patent was announced. This date does not

pear on the printed copies of the specifica-
tions of the patents. The printed copies give the
date the patent was granted (déliveé) and the

-+ number of the particular issue of the Official

Bulletin in which the granting of the patent
was ‘acnounced. The date of the issue ‘of the
Bulletin, if needed, m ibe‘bbta”ine‘d' from the
Bulletin itself in the Library and would be
about five or six weeks later :K n the granting
date. The granting date may be used for citation
purposes but if the precise date is critical the
effective date should also be given. - )
The date used as the effective date when the
patent is used as a patent (rather than as a
rinted publication which date is later) has
Leen the date on which the patent was granted,
indicated on the printed copies by the word
“délivré”, as was establishexs) by decisions of

—= the courts, the Commissioner, and the Board of

Appeals. Owing to a change in the practice in
the French Patent Office whereby the specifica-
tions of granted patents are now not available
to the public untal the date of the Official Bul-
letin, it is necessary to apply /n re Af Eken-
stam, 45 COPA 1022, 256 F.ad 321, 1958 CD
402, T84 OG 200, 118 USPQ 349: and use the
date on which the specification became available
to the public as the effective date as a veference.
This practice will apply to recent French pa-
tents, going back to nnmber 1,148401 an-
nonnced in the Official Bulletin of July 11, 1957
and back to patent of addition number 67251,
No chanﬁm in practice is indieated with vespeet
to French patents prior to these nnmmbers.

SWITZERLAND

The effective dates of Swiss patents are dis-
cnssed in K» parte Rouge, 115 USPQ 61 and
in K2 parte Appeal No. 194-38, 1966 CD 31,
152 USPQ 70. Tt should be noted that two dif-

Rev. 44, Apr. 1976

tions nre searched and
of the prior art and the procadur
that f, Flsggmd in the other cases

ny a8 desoribed in Ko pe

cet o al, 1963 CD 859,

505, Patents which have been issued
the examination system  can  be pecognized
from information %mn in the heading
which refers to the publication of the applica-
tion itﬁlw, French and German. language ap-
Ehmt ons, Demande publibe and Gesuch be-
anntgemacht, respectively). As in the German
practice, when a case:is found allowable by the
examiner the application is published for appo-
sition and the specification is issued in printed
form (also referred to as Auslegeschrift, Ger-
man and Mémoire cxpose, French). These

printed copies have not been received by the ~
Office. If it becomes necessary in connection g—

with a Swiss patent issued under the examina-
tion system to establish a date earlier than the
date the patent was granted, the library can ob-
tain a copy of the earlier printed application
from the Swiss Patent Office. ‘

901.05(c) Obtaining Copies [R-28]

Photocopies of foreign patents can be ordered
by an examiner for placement. in the shoes of a
class in which he examines, if the patents would
be of frequent use in that class (§ 905.01).

901.05(d) Translation [R-30]

Examiners may request translators in the
Reforence Section to assist them orally or with
written tranglations of any specitications in lan-
guages with which the exammer is not familiar.
(Seo §901.06(a), Translations-—Requests for
Translations, and § 903.03, Classification of For-
elgn Patents, below.)  Alternative versions of
specilications, in English or other languages
known to the examiner, can commonly be
found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-
entific Library.  As asubstitute for translation,
thizs service materially reduces the apparent
problem posed by a foreign langnage speci-
fication.




PRIOR ART, CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH

901.06 Non-Patent Publications [R-
28]

All printed publications may be used as ref-
erences, the date to be cited being the publica-
tion date. Recognized abbreviations of names
of periodicals may be used in their citation
(8 707.05(e)).

There are some publications kept or circu-
lated in every group and each assistant ex-
aminer should ascertain which are available in

146.1

901.06

hig _‘gmup and whether or not any of them is
likely to bear on any clasas assigned to him.
Science Abstracts of London, England pro-

videa the Patent Office with certain non-patent

literature, This literature includes the follow-
ing:
A. A copy of the full text of the article;
B. An English language abstract attached to
the full text of the article;
C. Bibliographie details;
D. United States Classification including
clasa and subelass, where necessary addi-

fev., 44, Apr. 1975




umber pre-
er S followed

: by the Scientific Li-
) n atatus of the decument. (e.g.
ehan cation, cancelling or adding of

copies) should be made unless the Scientific Li-
brary is notified. Form P()-1122 should be used
for this purpose. The form should include (the
document ideatification number, group art unit,
status chunge and the name of the examiner, The
completed form should be forwarded tothe For-
aign Patent Servieas and Records Section of the
Scientifie Libwary, I the status change involves
placing additional eopies of the doctiment, the
document should be forwarded along with' the
completed form to the Scientific Library where
the additional copies will be made. If the change
in elassification places the “RECORDED” non-
patent literature document in another examin-
ing group, the completed PO-1122 form shounld
be attached to the document and forwarded to
the new group. The examiner in the new group
should complete the form and forward it to the
Scientific Library.

Where a non-patent literature reference with
a document identification number is cited, the
identification number and the class and subelass
should be included on the form PO-802,

The citation should be as  follows:
(8008400013 Winslow, C.E.A. Fresh Air and
Ventilation N.Y ., E. P. Dutton, 1926, p. 97-112,
TH 7653. W5, 315-22, '

If the cited document has a document identi-
fication number, it is not necossary to enclose n
copy in the ROS folder. :

901.06(a) [R-30]

36 U.8.C. & Library. The Commbasioner shall main.
tatn a libeaey of sctentifie and other works and pe-
rioddicals, both foreign and domestle, in the Palem
Offen ter albed the ofleers ia the disehnrge of thelr diflon

The techineal literature, forsign patents undd
sorviees supplied by the Seientifie Library are
important to the exsminer for two primary
reasons. ko the frst place, they provide ma-
terial which must be known oy senrched (o de-
termine whether elaims of applieations are di-
rectly anticipated, and therefore nnpatentable
under the provisions of 3b 1.8, 102, In the
second place, in enses in which the primary

Scientifie Library

d

~ compared to any.

library handbooks,

renern| gtate

. Toreign Patonts.

The Library rveceives foroign patents by ex-
ehange from almost all countiies (26 vonntries)
that ‘print. their patents,  In. moest cases, two
vopies e received; one for' the examiners’
search files and oné for the numerical sot in the
Library. Since July, 1969, the numerical sot for
the following conntries has heen placed on 16
mm microfilmoresls: Canada, France (applica-
tions and patents), Germany (applications and
patents), Grent Britain, Japan, Netherlands
(applientions'only), I1.S5.8.R., and Switzerland.
The second copy of the foreign patent, with a
translation of the main claim or an English lan-
gaage abstract, is sont to the examining group
(% 903.03), Patents on which there is no date of
publication (Anstralin, Franece and Ttaly) show
the date of receipt in the Library, Soviet and
Bulgarian authors’ certifientes nre date-stamped
even thongh a “date of publication” appears
thereon becanse there is some donbt ’w‘mt)ner
“publication” means “printing.” o

Foreign Patent Journals

Most foreign countries issue official patent
and trademark journals corresponding to the
Official Gazette. Patent journals are shelved
under country names in the patent collections,
and with the numerieal sets of those countries
which print their patents. Trademark jour-
nals are retained for only 4 months, Most coun-
tries issne name indoxes; some also issue clag-
sificd indexes, These arve shelved with the
journals,

Books

A rn,')rc-?wnln,l‘im selection of hooks published
i the United States and Girent Britain in the
fields of applied teehnology s systematically
nequmired by the Library,  Tn addition to the
Finglish Inngnnge books, there is 0 modest so-
leetion from IPrench and German literature,
mostly in the field of chemistry. There are
aluo colleetions in the various examining groups
of books nnd trade eatnlogs pertinent to the
arts which they examine, The Design Pateut
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rary for one week thereafter. Duplicate copies
of books on this list, or any other pertinent
book, may be ordered by examinérs for use in
the groups by addressing & memorandum to the
Chief Librarian via the group director and the
cost code clearance officer. o o0 1
The beoks and: trade cfhmlﬂgﬁ,pmamf for
permanent assignment to the examining groups
are recorded in the Library's main catalog, and
copies of these books sometimes are available

. Technical Periodicals

. Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of many important
scientific and. technical societies. The list in-
cludes a_number of titles in the design patent
field and in fields of interest to non-examining

areas of the Office. . . . . . .
. Most, of the periodicals received by the Li-
brary are circulated to examining groups
Once each year the Library sends to each group
a list of a?l’ titles currently circulated to them
with request for suggestions for changes. This
systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally
add new titles. The Library is alert to new
periodical publications and it acquires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-
ested with a request for review and recommen-
dation. 7 ,

An important part of the duties of cach ox-
aminer involves constant inspection of non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or classes
that he examines. The Library has undertaken
to assist in this time-consuming activity. In one
subject area, articles ave being pre-selected and
classificd under the U8, system by an outaide
indexing service, In a subsection of the same
subject arcas, articles are being pre-selected by
library staff members. Before addition to the
search files, selections must be assigned a code
number and microfilmed so that the library will
have & record of search file contents and can
reproduce material cited without pulling it
from the files or from the library shelves, Be-
fore adding apy non-patent litorature to the
files, examiners shouid forward the literaturs to
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increasing in numbe

~ yelopedic works, published indexes, and
abstracting vehicles which assist searches in
atents and:technical literatures
welcomes suggestions for nequisition of avail-
able or forthcoming aids to senrchin
ducting library searches, examiners a :
aged to &glemmthmnown familiarity, sk
amd available time by queries addressed to the
Referenco Section of the Libtary (Ext. 72057).
+The  Staff: 'of the: Referance - Seetion - ( Ext.
72067) will assist examiners in: tho use of the
eard ‘catalogs and. other resources of the Li-
braty, in pointing out: publications' which will
help examiners define the limits of the field of
search, and in providing information for use in
‘griorzaw searches. Upon request, it will provide
ibliographies on given subjects, It will also
accept requests for all-information on specific
subjects defined by keywords and/or class and
subelass designation. phy et e o

©1 7 Main Catalog | ,
This card catalog is located in the Referonce
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and examining groups  oxcept
patent specifications and government. reports on
microfiche, If an examiner finds that the book
he desires is not on the shelf he may be able to
ascertain th muth the card eatalog that another
copy isavailable elsewhere in the Office. Exam-
iners sometimes aequire material independontly
of the Library, and it is important that any
such material should be sent. to the Library's
Technical Processes Branch for cataloging to
assure that it may be recorded for the benefit of
the entire Office, :
The Library of Congress clussification scheme
is used in classifying the books and hound pe-
riodicals, A printed outline of this seheme is
kept on one of the rending tables on the second
floor and a shorter outline is posted on the end
of two of the book stucks, Exnminers will find
the outline helpful in determining the general
subject aven of the field in which thoy ave infer-
euted, Catalog cards nre minde for the anthor,
title when distinetive, and subjocts, Bound vol-
s of poriodieals are eatalogoed, classitied and
maintained on the bookshelves, while those
which have not yet been honnd nre separatoly
located in alphabeticnl order in a simall reading
romn adjoining the Reference Room. Near the
main card entalog, there is n separate eard list:
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ing of bound periodicals and foreign patent and
trademark journals.

Foreign Patent Information.

Upon request made to the Foreign Patent
Services and Records Section (Ext. 73545) the
Library will procure individual typewritten
copies of patents from countries which issue,
but do not print them. Where afpplica,ble, the
dates of opening to inspection, of 1ssuance and
of publication will be requested of the foreign
patent office. The copy of each patent so ac-
quired is retained in a special file in the Foreign
Patent Services and Records Section, and a
photocopy thereof is submitted to the examiner.
As requested by examiners, it performs searches
in foreign patent journals to ascertain the dates
of opening to public inspection, of grant or seal-
ing, and of publication of specified foreign pat-
ent applications. It will also make searches to
locate patents with an earlier date or in a more
familiar language.

Loan of Books and Other Publications

General

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room may be charged out at the cir-
culation desk. Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may
be taken outside of the Patent Office. Ex-
aminers may use the Commerce Department
Library but may not charge out its books.
Books needed from that Library for official
use should be obtained through the Scientific
Library by means of interlibrary loan as de-
scribed in the following paragraph.

Interlibrary Loans

On request the Reference Section (Ixt.
72959} will borrow from other libraries mate-
rials not available in the Scientific Library.
In return for this service, the Library loans
its materials to other libraries in the District
of Columbia so that occasionally an examiner
may find that the item he desires is unavail-
able. These materials which are out on inter-
library loan may be recalled for the examiner
if required for immediate use. To borrow
books from ancther library is costly in terms
of both time and effort; therefore, it is library
policy not to borrow materials unless strictly
pertinent to official use. ILaw books cannot be
borrowed by the Library for use by examiners
in connection with law courses.

901.06 (c)

When a book or periodical is borrowed from
another library, and cited in an Office action, a
photocopy of the portion cited should be or-
dered immediately and placed in an appropri-
ate class and subeclass. This class and subclass
should be cited in the Office action.

Publication Dates

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public
of publications and patents should be made to
the Reference Section. They can obtain the day
and month of publication claimed by the copy-
right owner for United States publications and
they will write to the foreign source.

Translations

Requests for Translations

Examiners may consult the translators in the
Reference Section at any time for oral assist-
ance in translating foreign patents or litera-
ture. Translations are made from all of the
principal European languages and from Jap-
anese. The Library will have required transla-
tions from other languages made elsewhere.
(Ext. 73193)

Card Index of Available Translations

This index lists all translations which have
been made by the Reference Section of the
Library and a few others gathered from mis-
cellaneous sources., The card file and over
10,000 translations of foreign patents and
trademarks with some periodical articles and
excerpts from books are located in the Refer-
ence Section. Translations, which are available
to examiners and non-Office personnel, are in-
dexed by country, patent or trademark number,
and patentee or author. A copy of any transla-
tions coming to an examiner from outside of
the Office should be furnished to the Reference
Section so that it may make a copy for its files.
In this case the source is indicated on the trans-
lation so that it will not be certified as an official
translation of the Patent Office.

901.06(b) Borrowed Publications
[R~30]
See § 901.06(a), Interlibrary Loans.

901.06(¢) Alien Property Custodian
Publications [R-23]

Applications vested in the Alien Property
Custodian during World War II were pub-
lished in 1943 even though they had not
become patents.
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901.06(d)

Care must be taken not to refer to these pub-
lications as patents; they should be designated
as A.P.C. published applications.

An A.P.C. published a,pévalicatmn may be
used by ‘the examiner as a basis for rejection
only as o printed publication effective from the
date of publication which is printed on each
copy.

%ua manner of citing one of these publica-
tions is as follows: A.P.C. Application of
___________ , Ser. No. __......., Published

The Scientific Library contains a complete
set of AP.C. published applications arranged
numerically in bound volumes.

901.06(d) Abstracts, Abbreviatures
and Defensive Publications

[R-23]

Abstracts and Abbreviatures are Patent Of-
fice publications of abandoned applications.
Defensive Publications (the O.G. defensive
publication and search copy) are Patent Office
publications of a provisionally abandoned ap-
plication wherein the applicant retains his
rights to an interference for a limited time

eriod of five years from the earliest effective
%.S. filing date., See §§ 711.06 and 711.06(a).

Rev. 80, Oct. 1971
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MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE

_ Distinet numbers are assigned to all Defen-
sive Publications published after December 16,
1969, for example.

T 869 001

“Number series, 001~-999 available
monthly,
0.¢. volume number,

Document category, T for Tech-
nical digclosure.

Defensive Publications are included in sub-
class lists and subscription orders. The distinct
numbers are used for all official reference and
document copy reguirements,

A conversion table from the application
serial number to the distinet number for all
Defensive Publications published before De-
cember 16, 1969 appears at 869 O.G., 687.

901.07 Arrangement of Art in Exam-
ining Groups [R-30]

In the examining groups the U.S. patents are
arranged in shoes bearing appropriate labels,
each showing the class, sub-class, and usually
the lowest and highest nunbered patents put in
the respective shoe. The patents should be ar-
ranged in numerical order.

Some U.S. copies are marked “Cross Ref-
erence.” These are patents which are classified
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tenance of the jptﬁﬁrity of the seay
Non-patent ‘publications’ or ' photocopie
thereof ‘ containing diselosures for particular
subelasses, if numerous, should be filed in shoes
following. the foreign }mtenm, otherwise at the
bottom of the last shoe of foreign patents,

J ass 15 subdivided 8
number. of subclasses with each subclass bear-
ing a title descriptive of its subjeet matter and
being identificd by a subclass number which in
many instances will inelude decimal fractions,
éﬁg;mlplcet? ident i;iguti';?alx ofa aulﬁ;lam ntmquiam

h the class and subelass numbers, the class
90108 , Borrowing R/ anumber a pmrin?; first and the subelass num-
Sl e 28] ber second, e.g., “103-161" identifies Class 103,
The search files in each examining group  Subclass 161,

ferences [Rm

should at all times be complete. Where they = The Munnal of Classification has the follow-
are incomplete, the examiners using such files 1N parts: ,

and relying upon their comploteness may miss A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual,
valuable references. - References removed from (Mlazses Avranged by Related Subjects. Tab.

the files whether for wse in the group or othep.  ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
wise should, of course, be promptly returned.  ranged in three major subject proups, with the
, clagses listed under each group by relationship
901.09 Missing Copics—Replacement  of subject matter. "This tabmlation is for the
[R-42] purpese of assisting the user in finding the

: ~ main class pertinent to hig search,

When the original or eross-reference hard Clasges Avranged by Framining Groups,

copy of a reference patent is missing from the Classes Listed Alphabetically by title.
esaminer’s search files, a soft copy vequest form Classes Listed Numerically with titles.
(PO-14) should be sent 1o the Office of Patent Subielusg Sehedwles, Complete subelass sched-
(l’”’lf;yﬁ'iﬁ“gi“m‘l'l "”’['"'! hlm ‘!n;ulu "ll ,\()l‘ PH O yles for ench elass, (he niility elasses appear-
ol should inetude eithier the espression 5.0 fog in nomerieal sequence of class num-

“Substitute for originn!” or “*Substitute for offi-
cinl eross reference” and also the elnssification
information for the patent,

When the forme PO-LE veguiesting s subst itate

bers, and then the design elnsses in namerical
sequience  of degign  closs numbers,  Desigm
class alphabetion] sequence by elass names cor

ropy in reeeived by Gie Ofiee of Patent Classifi. responds o nmmerieal sequence. This is not
cation, it will provide a hard copy potent, 3 the  troe of the utility chnsses.

original copy is subsequently founel, the suly Alphabetical Index,  Words f\}"l [ﬂw;mm
atitute eopy should be rensoved from the file and  (frequently eallod titles) ddentifying various
«liwumim{‘ . characters of patentable subjects arranged in

. \ . alphabetical order, with the citation of & class
902 Official Publications and Indices  or Loth elass and subielnss in which subject

. of U.S, Patents matter identified by the title will be found,
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"The definitions have search notes as'a part
thereof; namely, notes givi '%finfotmatibn a8
to where subject matter related to the class will
be found (such notes appearing after the class
definition), and also notes as to where subject
matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
&appéanng “after the subelass “definition).

"hese notes are intended to indicate both the
relationship and the difference between' the
separately classified subjects,: - o o

Such ' search’ notes ‘are not exhaustive and
shonld be regarded as suggestive of ‘additional
fields of search, but not as limiting the search.

902.02(b) - Search Cards [R-23]
In one shoe of each defined subelass in both
the examining group and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the definition
of the subclass and the search notes if any.
902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In-
: dices [R-23] : e

A number of indices of U1.S. patents are avail-
able and may be used to obtain classification
data of U.S. patents. :

902.03(a) Numerical [R-42]

A numerieal index of domestic patents giv-
ing their present original classification is avail-
able in the Public Search Room and in the Docu-
mentation Service Branch in the form of a
micerofilm viewer which is controlled by a mini-
computer,

'l"ru:ru is n separate index for each series, X,
1836, AL, Re, l"ll' and D, Information as to both
the oviginal ciassifiention and ofticinl cross-
reference classifiention of all U.S, patents is
available from the patent index telephone, 19xt.
73051, This is a multiple line telephone and
problems with busy signals should be minimal.

Rev. 42, Oct. 1074
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902.03(c) Subclass Lists [R-42]

- Tabulated lists for each subolass can _ba ob-

tained, one list. ;fm-,,o.riﬁixmls and one list for
1

cross-reference and. published abstracts of U.S,
applieations. .. . o

1 902.03(d) Coumt [R-39]

" Tn the Service Branch of the Office of Patent
Classification, is maintained: n subclass “count,”
giving ‘the mumber of ‘U.S. patents originally
classified in each class and subclass, and a cor-
responding “count™ for cross-referenced 11.5.
patents.

902:.04‘ | Clnssnﬁ(atmn Ordm's miﬂ Bixl-
letine [R-23]

Classification Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in' the ' classification
that have been made officially, including every
change to be made in the Manual of Classifica-
tion or in the definition books. - '

“Copies are distributed  to 'all  examining

groups for immedinte use, N .
' Bach order, except for those portions th
taining to the amendment of existing defini-
tions, 1s subsequently printed in the Officinl
Gazette. o

These orders are from time to time collected
and jssued as a Classifiention Bulletin,  As
class schedules and definitions are extensively
amended to take care of developments subge-
quent fo original classifiention, thoy are mvul»
lished in amended form in Classifieation Bul-
lotins.

903 Classification
903.01 Statutory Anthority [R-23]

The statutory authority for establishing and
maintaining a elassifiention is given in the fol-
lowing statuie, which states:

85 U.K.0.0.9, - Classiflication of patents, “The Com-
missioner may revise and malntain the clagsifieation




mining- with  readiness. and aceuracy
inventions for which applications for pa

Th@:,mis
Patent O

les followed, nnd the
ere adopted are
mend :and, Use
yate hich is avail-
1 each . nit. . Since. classification is
| gic. tool of every examiner, thia booklet,
particnlarly as it rvelates to the. present classifi-
cation system, should be carefully studied..
Unofficial  subclasses and. digests made by
examiners, if made in accordance with the plan
of classification, could be defined and issued as
An Qﬂic;g&)agt of the classification. See § 005.02
for procedure for ordering: patent copies for
use as unofficial cross-references.
Examiners establishing unofficial subeclasses
or digests should consult the patent classifier
having jurisdiction of the class to the end that,
when the work is completed, it can be defined

and made official.

903.02(a) New and Revised Classes
[R-23] ,

The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of a patent classifier.

The C]nssi};er performing the reclassification
secures n set of patent copies of the present clas-
sification, by either ordering soft copies or bor-
rowing the Public Search Room copies. With
these copies, by study and successive groupings,
he develops an arrangement of the patents
which is satisfactory for searching.

'The lines marking the confines of the new or
revised class and its subclusses are determined,
and appropriate definitions drawn. Then the
examiner's and the Publie Search Room’s copies
of the patents included in the new class are col-
leeted, arranged and stamped conformably to
the new elassification. Official cross-references
are nlso propared and appropriately stamped.

The patents cm'npriwl] in the new class are
entered upon the numerical and subelass in-
dices,

Notification of the new eclags or subclass is
published in the Officinl Gazette, and Supple-
mentary sheets siocessary fo correct the looeo
lenf Munnal of Classificntion are published.

Definitions of all revised classes and sub-
classes are found in the Classifieation Bullotins.

. or classes to be included in:the search,

: y olassification, system, it is nec
o analyze the organization of the class

- The: initial analysis should idetermine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-
ter. (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting
material) are contained 1n the class being
comsidered. - ..o ool T

- Further, relative to each type of subject mat-
ter, it is . necessary to. consider each of the
various combinations and subcombinations set
out below: Pk e TULE prend e Loranit

Feature Oombined with -Basic Subiect Mat-
ter for Some Added Purpose.. The added pur-
pose is in excess of the scope of the subject
matter for the class, ns defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone:crusher
which gives the added function of separating
the crushed stone;. . 0 oo

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-
ject Matter.  Features may be added to the
basic subject matter which’de not change the
character: thereof, but do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.g.; an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone erusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and S\us prevent
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic
character of the machine. It

Basio Subject Matter. 'The combination of
features necessary nnd essential to the funda-
mental character of the subject matter treated,
e.g., n stone crusher requires a minunum num-
ber of features as essentinl before it can func-
tion as such. Lo L .

~Subcombinations Specialized to Basic Swb-

ject Matter. Each type of basic subject matter
may  have subcombinations specialized to use
therewith, e.z., the crusing element of a stone
crusher, ‘

Subcombinations of General Utility. Kach
type of basic subject matter may -have sub-
combinations which have utility with other
and different types of subject matter, e.g., the
machine slementis of a stone erusher.  Subcom-
binntions of this character usually ave provided
for in some general class so that the examiner
should deferming in ench instance where they
are classified,

903.03

Classification of Foreign Pat-
ents [R-26]

Iforeign patents are distributed by the Seien-
titic Libravy to the examining groups with
forms 1121 attached, The exnminer should indi-
cate the proper classifieation on both tho foreign
patent and form 1121,

Rov. 38, Qct. 1978




18 possible and returni it to the S¢

brary. Any indication of classification made
the lzibmnyw is-advisory only, and the final deci-
gion us to where the: patent is'to be placed
is made by ‘the:examiner in‘whose art it is
Q}miﬁabre' TR RTINS S FEITE S B TR 44 £ : WL ‘,':5’2:1 '«

All subclasses in which a copg of the foreign
patent is' desired should be indicated on form
1121, The: file- clerk - will order any necessary
additional copies and place ‘the classification
indicated on form 1121 on them. ol s

All foreign patents should be- classified and
forms 1121 returned to the Secientific Library
by the due date indicated on form 1121..

" If the examinor desires to update the classifi-
cation of a foreign patent bg -changing, can-
celling or adding copies, he should notify the
Scientific Library by forwarding a completed
. It-is helpful if the copy is either folded or
disassembled and ve-stapled: so: that the most
gignificant sheet of. drawing is,exl)osegifwhen
-the copy is in the shoe case; NOTE : Sinco the
Library retains copies of these and other for-
eign patents (See § 901.06(a) ), a desired for-
eign patent, known by country and number,
can be inspected in the Library or photocoples
ordered. foer e

The Search Center forwards to the exam-

ining’ groups all United Kingdony, French,
Swiss, German,  Japanese and Soviet Union
patents: or fpublished; applications  and only
those other foreign patents or published aﬁph-
cations which do not claim priority elsewhere.
Duplicates from these countries should be re-
tained in the files to comply with the minimum
documentation requirements of the proposed
Patent Cooperation Treaty. »

Unnecessary duplicates shonld be destroyed.

When a partial translation is desived, retnrn
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tifie Library, with the word “Title” or “Claim”
or other specific portion indicated thereon.

The Library invites examiners confronted
with language problems in elassifying foreign-
Inngnage patents to eall upon its translators for
oral langnage assistance to be provided at the
oxaminers’ desks, Exammners arve aceordingly
encournged to request this help by contacting
the "Translation Section by phone. Examiners
are privileged to ask for specifie translators if
they so desire,

Time spent. in classifying foreign patents is
allowed in computing an examiner’s ontput.
The method nsed in clasgsifying foreign pntents
and the assignment of such work among the
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“visory primary examiners; The

M&mmmﬁthm group are:left io:the super-

‘@ heurs spent by
each ‘examiner ‘on this /'work are noted on the

‘individual ‘examiner’s ‘record of “Other"” time

(PO-6%0E). -

jmmping of Examiner's ‘and
Search Room: €opies [R-38]

~ Bofore each applieation in jssus becomes a

patent, the Issue and Gagette Division forwards
the issue slip and the printed exeminer's and
Search Room copies of the patent tc the Weekly
Issne Section for stamping and recording of
the classification’ of the patent, preparation of
cross-references and- transmittal to the ‘exam-
iner ‘and ‘Search Room on the date of the
patent. L

- After they are so stamped and r:corded, the
phatolithographic copies are retainod in the re-
spective clusses in the groups and no changes

in the classification or the arrange.nent of the

copies 'are permitted except as set out in
The classification grinted‘in the heading of
atents issued since 1933 cannot always be re-
1ed upon to be the present origingl (ﬁas‘siﬁca-
tion, since this data is obtained from the file
wrapper of the application at time +f issue and
will not reflect any changes in ciassification
made after the issuance of the pateat.

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents
"8

The transfer of official copies of U.S. patents,
either original or cross-réferenc  from one
class or subelass to another requ..as the ap-
proval of a classifier.

Examiners must submit to the Office of Pat-
ent Classitication all questions of transfer of
patents,

When an examiner desires to trensfor offi-
cial vopies of domestic patents vo » different
class or subelnss, he should have a memoran-
dura ligt prepurved for signature of the primary
examiner of the numbers of all patents which
are to be transferred indicating only the class
and subelass into which cach s to be placed.
Both originals and properly identified oflicial
evoss-roferences may be included in the same
hist and these may involve transfers £ or from
any number of diffevent elasses or sabelusses,
Additional cross-reference copies of any listed
patent may also be requested. 'This list with the
examiner’s copies of the patents 15 routed
through any other gronp involved for its
prompt approval or comment and is forwarded
to the Office of Patent Classification.
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In those instances where a transfer is ap-
proved by a patent classifier, the class and sub-
class designations on both the examiner and
Public Search Room copies of the patents are
changed and the numerical patent index and
subclass lists are altered to agree with the new
classification. When the transfer is not ap-
proved, the copies of the patents will be re-
turned with a notification thereof.

Unauthorized transfers render the subclasses
in the Public Search Room ne longer dupli-

149

524-673 & - 73 - 4

903.05

cates of those in the examiners’ rooms, and also
render incorrect the official numerical index and
subclass lists.

When it becomes necessarv in the course of 2
transfer to remove copies from the files in the
Public Search Room, a dummy a little longer
than a patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon.

The procedure for transferring an entire
class or subclass from one group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical Operations.

(Page 150 omitted) Rev. 38, Oct. 1973
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903.06  Practice To Be Followed in
" Ordering Official Cross-Refer-
_ences [R-43]

The following alternatives are available for
obtaini official cross-reference copies of
United States patents.

a. Send to the classification group a list of
patents and relative to each patent, indicate the
class and subclass in which it is thought each
should be cross-referenced.

b. The preferred mode of ordering a cross-
reference where the examiner has a soft copy
with the pertinent portion marked, is to indi-
cate on the marked soft copy the class and
subclass in which it is thought it should be
cross-referenced. Such soft copy should be
forwarded to the classification group where it
will be promptly inspected, the necessary action
taken and the soft copy returned within two
days of its receipt.

903.06(a) Discovery of New Cross-
References [R—43]

Patents which are useful as references may be
found either in the course of a search or from
inspection of the Official Gazette each week.
Copies may be placed in the examiner’s search
files. See § 905.02.

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Refer-
encing at Allowance [R—43)

It is the duty of each primary examiner to
personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every a.[l)-
plication passed for issue and to print his full
name on the blue issue classification slip to show
that this review has been made.

Both the blue issue classification slip (PO-
270) and the file wrapper provide spaces for the
full names of the “Assistant Examiner” and
“Primary Examiner.”

An examiner with full signatory authority
who acts on an application himself and sends it
to issue should write his full name on the blue
issue slip and stamp and initial the file wrapper
only in the “Primary Examiner” space. A line
should be drawn through the “Assistant Exam-
iner” spaces on both the blue issue slip and the
file wrapper to make it clear that the absence of
an initial or signature in the box was not an
oversight.

The initial classification of pending applica-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been
indicated in pencil by the supervisory primary
examiner. See § 903.08(b).

903.07

However, an application, properly classified
at the start of examination, may be improperly
classified when it is ready for allowance. The
allowed claims should be reviewed, in order to
determine the subject matter covered thereby.
It is the disclosed subject matter covered by
the allowed claims that determines the original
classification of U.S. patents.

Only the correct official classification should
be left on the file and drawing of each appli-
cation when passed for issue.

The examiner fills out a blue issue classifica-
tion slip (PO-270) or a salmon slip (P0O-328)
in the case of designs to indicate tﬁe class and
subclass in which the patent should be classified
and also the classes in which it should appear
as a cross reference. The examiner shouli be
certain that all subclasses into which he places
cross-references are still in existence. The
examiner attaches the blue issue classification
slip to the inside of the left fold of the file
wrapper to be forwarded to the Patent Issue
Division.

The examiner also enters the classification
appearing on the issue classification slip in the
space provided on the front of the file and in the
space provided in the stamping at the left mar-
gin of the drawing. Care should be exercised to
see that all three entries of the classification are
correct and in agreement, particularly after
any alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
patent will be printed with an erroneous clas-
sification or improperly positioned in the Offi-
cial Gazette.

All examiners are requested to fill in the
class and subclass on the drawings in large
numerals using as much of the space provided
as feasible. In this way the filing of grawings
and subsequent retrieval by the Patent Issue
Division will be greatly aided. See also § 1302.10.

All examiners must include unofficial subclass
designators on the blue issue slips (PO-270)
at the time of issue when appropriate (exclud-
ing design classes). This applies to both the
original classification and the cross-reference
ciassification. Any time that a patent is being
issued in or cross-referenced to a subclass con-
taining unofficial subclasses, the alpha designa-
tion for the proper unofficial subclass must be
included on the blue issue slip. No other designa-
tion is permissible. Inclusion of only the nu-
meric designation of an official subclass which
includes nnofficial subclasses is an incomplete
and improper entry on a blue issue slip. All offi-
cial subclasses which have unofficial subclasses
are now designated with an “R” (denoting re-
sidual) and if the patent does not fit an in-
dented unofficial subeclass, the blue slip should
include the “R” designation. It is permissible to
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place multiple copies of ‘a patent into a single
set of wnofficial subclasses. 0 0 00000
~When the original patent is classified in an
unofficial subclass (including the “R” subclass),
the front of the file wrapper and the drawing
should also include the aﬁ)ha designation.
Digests should also be included on the blue
issue slip, but the original classification must
never be a digest. The indication for a copy of
a patent in a digest must be in the cross-
refg.rence area of the blue issue slip and must
be identified by ciucs number, alpha characters
DIG and appropriate digest number.

REesuBMIssION

The original classification assignment of an
application may have involved a “borderline”
situation. The file wrapper of such an applica-
tion will be stamped, “RESUBMIT TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV. , etc.”, the
stamp appearing below the Interference Search
box. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmitted. Note that there should
be no resubmission if there is, at the time of
allowance, no longer any doubt or dispute about
the proper classification.

In the case of oversized patents, where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent
to the subclass in which a cross reference is to
be placed, the examiner may indicate on the
issue classification slip that a digest of the
patent should be prepared, thus, 74340 (di-

). After the hard copy is printed, the Issue
Section of the Documentation Service Branch
inquires of the examiner as to which sheets of
the patent should constitute the digest. Where
an official Classification Order affects an appli-
cation already passed to issue. the classification
group makes the neceszsary changes on the file
wrapper. blue slip. and drawing, if any. The
clerk of the examining group is notified so that
the Serial Register card may be similarly
changed.

Applications which already have been sent
to the printer will be classified by the classifica-
tion group at the time the patent issues.

903.07(a) Cross-Referencing—Keep
Systematic Notes During
Prosecution [R-23]

Throughout the examination of the case,
svstematic notes should be kept as to cross-
references needed either due to claimed or un-
claimed disclosure. Examiners handling related
subject matter should be consulted during
prosecution (whether they handle larger un-
claimed combinations or claimed or unclaimed.
but disclosed, subcombinations), and asked if
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MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE

MUST be provided for all CLAIMED dis-
closure where possible and inserted on the blue
issue classification slip at time of issue.

903.07(b) Issuing in Another Exam-
ini Group Without
Transfer [R-43]

‘When an examiner issues a prospective pat-
ent in another examining group, he notes in
the space provided on the blue issue classifi-
cation slip, in red ink, the class and subclass of
the other group, and in parenthesis the number
of said other group. (The initials of said other
primary examiner must also appear in said
space.) In the lower left corner, the examiner
writes his own group number in black ink.
(When the patent issues, the classification group
will, as a matter of routine, send the necessary
notices to the group involved.)

The sending of cases to issue from one group
and assigning them to classes in another group
is restricted to those situations where both ex-
aminers concur in the proposed classification of
the patent, which must be shown by the con-
curring examiner initialing the issue classifics-
tion slip, or where there has been a ruling by a
patent classifier, who must initial the slip.

903.08 Applications: Assignment and
Transfer [R-43]

The examining group to which an applica-
tion is assigned is responsible for its examina-
tion until such time as the application is offi-
cially transferred to another group by the
classification group.

The primary examiners have full authority
to accept any application submitted to them
that they believe is properly classifiable in a
class in their art unit.

903.08(a) New Applications [R-33]

New applications are assigned to the various
examining groups in the first instance by the
Application Division.

Upon receiving an application from Applica-
tion Division, the clerk in charge of processing
new applications, should date stamp the file
wrapper and the back of the docket register
card on the day the file is to be delivered to the
supervisory primary examiner. The complete
application (file, drawing, and serial register
card) are then given to the appropriate super-
visory primary examiner. The clerks should not
permit these cases to remain overnight before
distributing.
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If the supervisory primary examiner decides
that the application properly belongs in his
art unit, it is processed as a new receipt. See
§ 003.08(b).

When a new application is received which,
in the opinion of the primary examiner, does
not belong to his group, he may request trans-
fer to another group. See § 903.08(d).

Form PO—447, “Transfer Request” consists
of five copies and is used as a transmittal, group
charge and notification form.

If the search in connection with the first ac-
tion develops art showing proper classification
elsewhere, the transfer is Initlated after a re-
sponse is received from applicant.

903.08(a)

Borperrine Crassirrcation

The classification assignment of an applica-
tion to the proper examining group, especially
when there 1s submission to and assignment by
-lassification groups, often inveolves a bor-
line situation. Classifiers in the classification
s. when assigning such borderline cases,
amp the file wrapper directlv below the
ence search box when it is their con-

1
¥

application should be reconsidered on allow-
ance. The stamp will indicate which classifica-
tion gronp will reconsider the case on a “Spe-

Cial DAsks,
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Fmvidm} on the face of the file s 1 the upper
eft hand corner of it. sheet of the draw-
ings, if the filin fore January 1, 1972

or on the first sheet of the “pink” prints, if the
filing date is after January 1, 1972, t}
and subeclasa’ to which ‘the case pertai
also the name or initials of the examiner or the
assigned. docket designation,.  The application
file is then turned over to the clerk for
processing.

903.08(c) Immediate Inspection of
Amendments [R-24]

Upon the recsipt of an amendment which
makes & transfer proper, steps should be taken
promptly in accordance with the transfer pro-
cedure outlined in § 908.08(d).

903.08(d)

Transfer Procedure
35]

Transrens Brrween Arr Users Wiy e
Same Grovp

[R-

All “within the group” transfers must be
ealled to the attention of the group clerk so that
the exmminer’s docket record card and serial
register card can be changed to correctly indi-
cate the assignment of the application, The elerk
must also report docket changes on the Ex-
aminer Docket Activity Report, PPO-690,

Where there is a difference of opinion simong
the supervisory primary examiners as to as-
sigmment. within the sawe group, the matter is
submitted to the documentation “postman” for
Fesolution. Nofe & 43,10,

Tuanerens Berwees Divernewe (uorrw

Transfer of undocketed nnd docketed new and
sassestded applications may be represted between
proups via the regular messenger service with-
out. subspission Lo, or approval by the Offies
of Docamentation, However, the forwarding
group must send the application to the peceiv-
ing group with w transfer request, PO-447
tonly the recent forms duted 9770 oe sub-
sedguently should be used ), within one ealendnr

application is not
limit, it must be clas-
ained in the original

ptions to: ,mf*g:inwalimi s Aare:
v applications  (docketed and un-
! p 220 purely for

‘2 New. v
hand carried. . o .

3. New . applications docketed ~ prior - to
July 14, 1970, e

ed applications which are

Where a sulpelfvxw)ry primary examiner be-
lieves an application does not belong in_his
group, he dates and completes form PO-447 by
giving a full explanation of the reasons for clas-
sification in the other group art unit, In the
spuco provided on the form at least one of the
following must be included : : ;

(1) Identification of the controlling claim

examinable in another group.

(2) Identifiention of any existing informal

transfer agreement,

(8) Other reasons--~with full explanation.

The supervisory primary examiner may give
the complete file with form PO-447 attached,
to his transfer clerk for forwarding by regular
messenger service, or he may obtain the docket
record eard from the clerk and hand carry the
entire filo to the other group art unit. The group
clork retains part PO-447 zd) of form PPO-447.

If the recciving examiner agrees to accept
the applieation, he elassifies and assigns the case
and mitials the form PO-447 and the face of
the file wrapper. The transfer is offected by the
clerk in the group which necepts the application
by transfer. Application Division is notified by
PO-447 (n) and the forwarding groap is noti-
fied by PO-447 (0).

If the other examiner does NOT agree to
aceept the applieation within one week of re-
ceipt, he mdientes his rensons and adds his
initials on the form PO-447 in any avatlable
spree. Where aceeptance of an apphieation s
refused by the second gronp within one week
of receipt in the second group, it may be sub-
mitted to the docnmentation division nssociated
with the forwarding group for decision. I an
application is not efused within the time imit,
the second growp must keep and examine the
applieation,

Failure to il in the date on the form by
either the transmitting exnminer or the receiv
g exnininer sy resnlt in the assignment of
the applieation to his art anit.

Transfer inguivy after expiration of the time
period muy be made by hand eareving the ap-
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ng transfer of such an amend
similar to'the procedure for requ
of a new cage. The time limit fi
transfer of sn amended application weeks
from the i ’

yroup receipt date of the mupm
The procedure for hand earrying an amended

application is also similar; if accepted after the

two week period, the transfer may be effected,

but if refused the case remains in the initisting

group. The time limit { in '

of ‘an amended case
“The question or need  for a restriction re-

quirement does not enter into the determination

. of transfer. R

Procepure 1N e DocuMmentaTION Division

- The classifier may assign the application in
aceordance - with the forwarding examiner’s
recommendations or, when this is not appropri-
ate, to some other group. He writes the assigmed
class and group art unit numbers and his ini-
tials on the face of the file wrapper and on PO-
447, briefly giving his reasons in the space pro-
vided ‘on the form.

Where the change results in assignment of an
application to a class under the jurisdiction of
anothor documentation division, the classifier
obtains the concurrence and signature on P0--
447 of a classifier in the other documentation
division,

As heretofore, under certain circumstances a
classifier may, contrary to controlling classifi-
cation rules, assign an application to a class or
group which in his judgment is better equipped
to examine the application. This is fully
deacribed in paragraph 6 and 9 of § 003.08(e);
see also the lnst paragraph of §003.08(a),
Assignment by the classifier hecomes final, and
no transfer shonld be accepted without the
claggifier’s initials on the face of the file
wrapper,

RECONBIDERATIONS

The supervisory primary examiner of the
group art unit to which an application is trans-
ferred may reguest reconsideration provided
that gronp art unit has not scen the applica-
tion before the transfer, if he believes the

Rev. 36, Jan, 1973
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- erning the Assignment of
~Applications for Examina-
‘tion  [R-32]

The fact should be borne in mind that the
following regulations. nye only general guides,
and exceptions frequently arise because of some
unusual condition. The fact should also be
kept in view .that the patent classifiers as weil
as -the patent examiners are confronted with
an. already existing . classilication, made up
of newly revised classes, thoso revised years
ago and which have somewhat outgrown their

definitions and limits, and still others made a
generation ago nnd never changed.  Also, these
clnsses are based on different theories and
plans, some on art, some on structure, some on
funetions, some on the material worked upon,
and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
all. The patent classifiers cannot change this
existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail
the cases into the patchwork and try to get
the applications where they will be best han-
dled. To do this often violates the patent clas-
sifier’s views ns to what constitutes a really
proper classifiention,

1. The assignment of applieations follows, as
far as possible, the rules or principles govern-
ing tha clagsifiention of patents, (See the book-
let. Development and Use of Patent Classifica-
tion Systema.)

2. The most. comprehensive elaim, that is the
eluim 1o the most extensive combination, gov-
orns, and this is true whether there is only one
such elnim and a large number of other clnims,
or whether the sets of claims ave more evenly
divided. Tt is regarded as just as vital that one
complex elaim bo gsenrehed and adjudiented by
an examiner skitled in the nrt as that a group
of such claims be so senrched and adjndieated.

3. The elnimg and statement of invention are
genernlly taken as they read, since any attempt




; ' han
tent classifiers c
1owledg

i8

constituting the prior a nerally control-
ling over all else.  (Note: Where time permits,
obvious misplacements of the patents constitut-
ing the prior art are corrected, but to straighten
all lines as the cases come up for assignment
- would require ‘the time' of ‘saveral ‘'men and
~would often involve a reclassification of an
entire class,) e

5. Ordinarily an application cannot be as-
signed to.a class which includes one element or
vart, .only - of several clnimed in combination.
&‘he claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation is not reviewed by the pat-
ent classifiers. o o

6. The patent classifiers are authorized in
all cases, where they evaluate the facts as war-
ranting it, to assign applications for examina-
tion to the group best able to' examine the same.
Since assignment for examination on this basis
will at times be contrary to classification of
patents containing the same character of
claims, the patent classifiers will indicate the
proper classification of the patent, if such claims
are allowed.

Thus in cases where there is » clnim drawn to
hybrid or mixed subject matter and the super-
visory primary examiner in one discipline
feels that the application requires consideration
by, or may be best exunined by, a group in one
of the other technieal diseiplines, chemical,
electrical, or mechanieal, he may submit the ap-
plication to his patent classifier who may assign
the application on n “best examinable” basis, 1n
aceordance with this subsection.

Some examples of applieations which may be
thus submitted incinde:

(1y An application  containing a  hybrid
elaim wherein, for instanee, a product is defined
merely in terms of the process for producing it.
Seo § 706,00 (0) (1).

(2) Where an applieation properly assigned
to a mechanieal or electrieal cliss contains at
least. one elaim to mixed subject matter, a part
of which is chemieal, the application may be
assigned to the appropriate chemical art unit
for examination; or where the application is

164.1

cordan

st exami
 this. subsectio .
Lo th g of superiority in class ; thus,
the search. file will have a constant set of rujes
governing placement of patents therein. .

Where an application is being reassigned
from one'examining discipline to another, under
the  provisions: of this subsection, the patent
classifiers ‘are authorized . to: require the first
examiner to cite references pertinent to the
olaimed’ features falling under the jurisdiction
of the art within’ ‘hia“cﬁsi:i pline. In 'those cases
wherein the application of the reference(s) is
not evident or ‘clear, the first' examiner should
include n brief statement explaining the rela-
tion and possible application of the reference (s)

to the claim(s) ; in'case of dispute as to the ne-

cessity’ of this procedure, the patent classifier
has power to require the statement.. ~ = =
7..When an ‘application has been taken up
by an examiner for action and a requirement
to restrict, is, found necessary, a part.of the
claims being directed to matter classifiable in
the group where the case is being examined, an
action requiring restriction should be made
without seeking a transfer of the case to another
group. The action of the applicant in response
to the requirement for restriction may result
in making a transfer of the application
unnecessary, . . o

8. Ordinarily where ull the claims of an ap-
plication are for an article made of a specific
composition or alloy with no other characteris-
tic of the article recited, the npplication will be
assigned to the composition or alloy class.

9. A clags of cuses exists in which either no
art or a divided art is found and in which no
rile or principle is involved. (Such cases aro
placed wherey in the judgment of the patent
classitiors they will be best senrched and adju-
diented. Tt is often impossible to 8o explnin
decision in this clusg of cnses ny to satisfy, or in
any way aid, the examiners interested. In-
deed, the reasons for or agninst sending such
enses ono plues or another may be so evenly bal-
anced that no venson of nny value can be given.

10. An examiner secking the transfer of a
ease may make nosearch, both of his own class
and the elass to which he thinks the ease should
be transferred, and the examiner in chavge of
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uppl cati

tion to the group :
the transfer request, or (2) forwards the apph-
cation to the group to which 1t is tmnsfermd
See also §903.10. :

903 08(1;) 'l‘ramfer m Another Ex-
" amining ' Group After
Decision ~ [R-43]

If tlw upp]matmn, is to remain in hhe group
which, submitted it for clam:ﬁcanon, no further
procedure is necessary. If assigned to another
group, the qlm:ﬁwtum group processes the case
88 described in tlm Manual of Clerical Proce-
dures. , . .

If the case is one; whu.h had been taken up for
action by an examiner according to its effective
filing date, it should be treated as special by any
examiner, art unit, or group to which it is trans-
ferred. See § T08.01. ,

903 09 International Classiﬁcahon of

‘Patents for Inventions [R-
43]

In accordance with the Strashonrg Agree-
ment Concerning the International Patent ("Inq-
sification, the UTnited States is required to in-
dicate on its issning documents the classifieation
symbols of the International Patent Classificn-
tion 1974 (Second Edition), heveinafter re-
ferred to as “Int, C1.27,

The complete Int. CL* symbols must be
placed in the indicated space on the Tssue Clas-
sification Slip (form PO-270) as revised 7/74
when an application or Defensive Publication
Document. 18 issned.

Basre 1w, CL. 2 STeeorvng

The Int. CL2 is arranged as follows

Seetion Subelnss

Subsection Main-group
Class Snbgroup
Thig ean be graphiesily ithistrated ths:

Section Class  Subelass
AO1B 1/02
Maia-group  Subgroup

Rev. 48, Jan. 19756

,m Agmultum il

> -Foodstuffs' and toba.oco :

'Personal- and domaaew L
Carticles: oo

Henlth and amusemant.

B, ?erformmg opemtmna
‘ Subsections: Separating nnd rmxmg
. Shaping
" Printing
Tmnsportmg ,

| C ("‘hexmatiy and met&llurgy
Subsections: Chemistry.
Metallurgy

- D. Textiles and paper: - o
o Subsecnons oxtiles and ﬂex:ble
' materials not other-
_ wise provided for
Paper ap

E. Fixed constructions: :
- Subsections: Building
Mining

B Mechamus, lighting, and heating:
Subsections: Engines and pumps
- Engineering in general
‘Lighting and heating
Weapons; blasting

G. Physics: ‘
Subsections: Instruments
Nucleonics

H. Llectnut,y
Subsection: Electricity

(lass

Lach section or subsection is divided into
classes which are designated by a two-digit
number following the seetion designation.

Example:

AO0L-—Agriculture; Forestr ¥i Animal Hug-
bandry; Huntmg, Trapping; Fish-

ing
Subelass (Covresponding to U.S, (flass)

Fael elasy is divided into subelasses which
ave designated by neapital letter,

Example:

AOLB-—So0il  working in agriculture or

forestry

Main-group (Corvresponding to U.S. Mainline
Subelass)

Each subelass is divided into units referred
to as muin-groups which nre idontified by n

1564.2




number to the le:

~tothe right thereof : :
~ Example: e

Subgroups (Corresponding to U.S. Indented

Subclasses) | S

Muin-groups may be divided into subgroups

which are designated by a number &«l)th(sr than

00) to th(@i right of the diagonal slash.
fixample: ‘ o

. A01B 1/02. Spades; Shovels

Crassirying 18 tHE Int, CL2
SysTEM

I’ntenta should be classified as far ag possible

constituent parts.

A. Selecting subclass
Class) © =

ijl\ the Int: CL.2 there often oceurss |

1. A subclass providing for the inheréntlhn- -

ture or function of the invention, and - =
2. a subclass for its intended field of use.
Preference must be given to the intended field

of use unless the invention is clearly specially
adapted to a particular intrinsic function for

which a class exists. The classifier must decide
whether the invention is specially adapted to
one field of use, or whether it is applieable to
more than one particular field. It may, of conrse,
be desirable to classify the invention in both
places (intrinsic function and intended field of
use) ; especially when the choice of a single
place rests on the classifier’'s opinion rather
than on fact.

B. Selecting Main-groups (Corresponding to
U.S. Mainline Subelasses)

There are no firm rules of hierarchy, Fre-
quently, there will be two or more main-gronps
which seem equally relevant, requiring a choice
among them or classification in more than one
of them, Contrary to U.S. practice, in which the
more comprehensive subject matter appenrs
first in the schedule, in (l)m Int, CL? these in-
ventions may be found in the lower part of the
schedule.

C. Selecting Subgroups (Corrvesponding to 11,8,
Indented Subelasses)

An invention should be classified in the lowest
(most. indented) subgroup which is sufliciently
comprehensive to embrace all essentinl features
of H'm imvention,

A detailed procedure for classifying a docu-
ment into the Int. CL? is set forth in Chapter
IV of the *Guide” to the Int. CL* which is lo-
cated in the front of Volume L.

154.3

- CL” and Int. Cl3, cording ¢
Int. CL% can be identified by the notation “Int.

as o whole and not by separate classificntion of

es (Corresponding to U.S.

- The Int. C1.? contains 51,436 subdivisions,
ncrease of 8.8% over the previous edition. :

In order to distinguish classification between
the 1st Edition, hereinafter referred to as “Int.
cl ification according to

CL2®” preceding the international symbols,
The Int. Cl* symbols are distinguishable

- from those of Int. CI. in that the Int. C1.* sub-

class symbol will be designated by a capital let-
ter rather than a lower case letter. 1
Example:
(1st Edition) Int. Cl. A01b 1/02
(2nd Edition) Int. CL.2 A01B 1/02

U.S. Inrt. Cr.? Concorvance, Tniro EpitTion

The Office of Patent Classification has pre-
pared a revised Concordance between the U.S,
clnsses and subelasses and the Int. CL2 ITn many
areas the two systems are conceptually different.
With this in mind, it will be seen that a com-
plete one-to-one correspondence between the two
systems cannot, be attained. Anindication in the
Concordance may rvefer to only one relevant
group, and not necessarily the only group in

~which the patent can or should be classified. For

some inventions, the Concordance may not indi-

‘eate iy truly relevant group. Accordingly, the

Joneordance must be recognized as a guide to
be used in conjunction with the Int. Cl.2, and
not as n translation list.

The third Edition of the Concordance incor-
porates some 20,000 changes over the previous
edition and includes all changes in the Int. CL.#
and all changes in the U.S. Classification
through Classification Order 413, dated Decem-
ber 31, 1973.

The Concordance may be incomplete in some
arens and contain errors in other arcas. There-
fore, if corrections need to be made in the Con-
cordance, members of the Kxamining Corps are
requested to report any snggested changes to
the appropriate group post classifier.

Tur Caronwornp INpeEx

A revised Catchword Index, dated May 1974,
has been prepared to corvespond with t‘l‘/\u Int.
CLe,

Issue Crassivicaton Sy

The blue Issue Clagsification Slip  (form
P()--270) has been revised (Rov. 7/74) to indi-
eate elagsifiention necording to Int. CL? and also
to permit o maximum of four diserete interna-
tional notations, ,

An example of tho revised blue Issue Slip
(PO-270) is reproduced below with the follow-
ing exemplary Int, CL? notations: AOIB 1/02;
BOTR 770835 COsF 110/04; and CO8E 267/00,
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cLAss ]

" PATENT NUMBER |

SUBC LASS

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION (INT, CL.2)

CLASS SUBCLASS
Ghoup , ‘ :
ART UNIT PLEASE PRINT FULL NAME

A0

1]/102

ASSISTANT EXAMINER

e

PRIMARY EXAMINER

¢lo

clo\®

118 | ;
glol7lB! | 9 0¢3
8 g |

__110)| 04
267,00

Y FoRmM PO-270
AREV. 1/74)

1SSUE CLASSIFICATION SLIP

ULS. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERC
. PATENT OFFICE |

. NOTE: The: alpha characters appearing. in the Int,
CL7 notations must all be in capital letters, The prac-
tice of using a lowerease letter for the second oceur-
ring alpha character, as used in the first Hdition, has
been discontinued.

SUMMARY

1. The appropriate symbols of Int. CL* will
be placed on all issuing applieations and Defen-
sive Publication documents.

2. Each person involved in placing Int. CL2
on issuing applications should be familiar with
pages T tﬁmugh 35 in the front of Volume 1 of
the Int. CL.? Manual.

3. As indicated above, the Int. CL? symbols
of the issuing a )f)licatiml shonld be placed on
the blue Issue (l)ussiﬁmtion Slip  (form PO-
270, Rev. 7/74) in the space headed “Int. CL2”,

4. Tt is required that at least one Int. CL.®
symbol, and not more than four (4) he placed
on each igsuing ul)plicati«m. It is required that
the complete symbol be designated (e.g., AOIB
1/02).

903.10 Duties of the Post Classifier

Post classifiers were established to improve
lintson between the classification groups and
the examining groups, Examiners should con-
tact their post classifier on all classification
probiems,
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Each post classifier is ngsigned one examining
group as his responsibility. He is charged with
all classification duties relative to this one ex-
amining group, cxcept for major reclassifica-
tion projects. ' :

A post classifier is responsible for:

(1) The technical accuracy, adequacy and
completeness of all search systems in his group
including the monitoring of any need for major
and_ minor reclassification projects including
mechanized systems, ,

(2) The full range of classifiention adminis-
tration functions ineluding the vesolution of
classification disputes on pending applications,
guidance on classification matters to both ox-
aminers and the publie, which includes outlin-
ing fields of search and answering examiner’s
requests for advice as to the proper classifica-
tion of allowed applieations,

(3} The inspection of issuing applications to
determine the acenvney and adequaey of orig-
inal and cross-referenco elassifieation by work-
ing closely with the supervisory primary exam-
iners and g‘rmnp directors to ingure foedbaek to
correct. problem areas,

(4) Determination of the training needs of
the personnel in his nssigned group relative to
principles of elngsificntion and supplying this
training through formal und informal ehannels.

Generally, the post classifiors nre to aid the
exnminers m the use, maintenanee, and perfee-
tion of the classifiction system,




and claimed in the applical
the prior.art as disclosed in patents and other
printed documents. Any such document, used in
tho rejection of a claim . is called a “reference.”

In all continuing applications, the parent ap-
lf)li(%ﬂhiam, .should be reviewed by the examiner
or pertinent priovart. ... o000
~ The first.search: should be such that the ex-
aminer need not ordinarily make a second search
of the prior art, unless necessitated by amend-
ments to the claims by the apl)licantﬁ in the first
response, except to check to determine whether
any reference which would appear to be sub-
stuntinlly more pertinent than the priorart cited
in the first Office action has become available
subsequent to the initial prior art search. It
should cover the invention as described and
claimed, including the inventive concepts
toward which the claims appear to be directed.
It should not be extended merely to add im-
material variants.

904.01 Analysis of Claims [R-36]

The breadth of the claims in the application
should always be carefully noted; that is, the
examiner should be fully aware of what the
claims do not call for, as well as what they do
require. There is always danger of reading
into the claim limitations imported from the
specification or drawing.

904.01(a) Variant Embodiments
Within Scope of Claim
[R-36]

Substantially every claim includes within its
breadth or scope of l;ﬂﬁnition one Or more vari-
ant embodiments not disclosed by applicant,
which would anticipate the terms of the defini-
tion. The claim must be so analyzed and
understood that any such variant encountered
during the search will be recognized and
selected,

In each type of subject matter capable of
such trentmeit (e.g., n machine or other ap-
paratus), the subject matter as defined by the
claim may be sketched in order to clearly
delineate the limitations of the clnim, Two or
more sketches, ench of which is as divergent
from the particnlar disclosure as is permitted
by elaim recitation, will assist the examiner in
determining the claim’s actual breadth or scope.
However, an applicant will not be required to
submit such sketches of claim structure (In re
Application filed November 16, 1945, 1051
C.D. 1; 646 O.G. 5).

S0 kf fy . TH - 4
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X | it
?ﬁe" claim, even ‘though speci

from the definition iﬁftﬁg claim, must
considered. - - o
904.01(¢) Analogous Arts' [R-24]
~Not only must the art be searched with which
‘the invention claimed is classifiable, but also all
analogous arts regnrdless of where classified.

The determination of when arts are analo-
gous is at times difficult. It depends upon the
necessary essentinl function or utility of the
subject matter covered by the claims, and not
upon what it is called.

For example, a ten mixer and a concrete
mixer are for the same art, namely, the mixing
art, this being the necessary function of each.
Similarly a brick cutting machine and a biscuit
cutting machine have * the same necessary
function. ' '

904.01(d) Outlining Field of Search
[R-36]

In outlining a field of search the examiner
should note every class and subclnss that may
have material pertinent to the subject matter as
claimed. Every subclass and digest pertinent
to each type of invention claimed s‘muld be
listed, from the largest combinntion through
the various subcombinations to the most ele-
mentary part. The search should extend to all
probable nreas relevant to the claimed subject
matter and should cover the disclosed features
which might reasonably be expected to bo
claimed.

The following should be kept in mind: (a)
that a combination reference is necessary to
reject. o clnim drawn to an old or exhausted
combination, (b) that & combination reference
is valnable as a bnsic reference where elements
thereof may be varied by substituting equiva-
lent elements of n secondary reference, (¢) that
a convineing aid to a rejection on the ground
of old combination is the citation of references
showing the subcombinntions to have been al-
rendy recognized ns having practieal and moro
general utility, (d) that combination c¢lnims
ean bo shown unpatentable by combining sepa-
rotely classified  subcombinational clements
where rensons ean be given for holding ob-
viousness in forming the combination, and (e)
that in the rejection of a claim on the ground
of nggregntion, the citation of veferences show-
ing tﬁo individual utility of the elements may
hetter prove that the aggregative structure is
no more than the sum of the features shown by
the several elemental patents,
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. At is & prerequisite to a speedy and just de-
termination of the issues involved in the ex-
amination of an application that a careful and
comprehensive search, commensurate with the
limitations appearing in the most detailed
claimas in the case, be made'in preparing the first
action on the merits so that the second action on
the metits can be made, final or the application
allowed with no further searching other than to
update the original search. Tt is normally not
enough that references be selected to meet only
the terms of the claims alone, especially if onl
‘broad claims are presented; but the search
should, insofar as possible, also cover all sub-
ject  matter which the ‘examiner reasonably
anticipates might be incorporated into appli-
cant’s amendment. A complete search should
result if applicant included, at the time of filing,
claims varying from the broadest to which he
believes he is entitled to the most detailed that
he would be willing to aceept.

It thus results that the examiner finds ref-
erences that, while not needed for treating the
claims before him, wonld be useful for fore-
stalling the possible presentation of claims to
other subject matter regarded by applicant as
his invention, and claimable with the subject
matter being currently claimed, but shown to
be old by these references,

In selecting the references to be ecited the ex-
nminer should earefully compare the references
with one another and with the applicant’s dis-
elorure to avoid the eitation of an nnnecessary
number. The examiner is not called npon to
cite all the references that may be available,
but only the “best.” (rule 106.) Multiplying
references, any one of which is ns good as, but
no better than, the others, adds to the burden
and cost of prosecution, and should therefore
be avoided. However, if doubt exists ns to
the inclusion of a reference, it is better to err in

citing too much art rather than too little,

904.02 Conducting the Search [R-
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t will be open
81. In these cases,
which eannot. be so
‘inferior, is an ade-

‘clnims should be

| reference: side { on
patent, foreign patents and _patents,
the ‘examiner shonld study the specifieation or
description sufficiently 'to' determina the full
value of the reference disclosure relutive to the

claimed or claimable subject matter.

905  Miscellaneons o
905.01 Photecopy Orders [R-24]
_Patents and/or applieations received from
Germany since October 1, 1968 and from Japan,
France and U.8.8.R. since July 1, 1960 are not
in numeriecal sequence. ITnnsmnch as the Patent
Office supplies orders for copies of these foreign
documents from master microfilm reels made
up on weekly or other periodic publishing
sequences, all orders must incliide the comntry,
patent or application number, and the publica-
tion date (1f known) of the ordered document,
Reference should, be made to §001.05(n)
to assist in determining the publication date of
the commonly encountered foreign patents and
applications, ' s ‘

All orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
inating in..the Examining Groups must be au-
thorized by an Examiner having full or partinl
signatory authority in the box headed “PRI-
MARY EXAMINER  (Signature)”. The
atamped name of the nuthorizing Examiner will
be indieation of authority for Reproduetion
Section. Handwritten signatures shonld not
be used.

905.02 Soft Copy Orders [R-36]

Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the
examiner for his use, These orders are filled
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Braneh,
No employees other than those aggigned to this
Branch have nccess to the files of printed
copies of patents, In emergency cases, orders
may be tnken to the Chief of the Branch whoso
approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-
nbe illing of anid orders,

Beeause of the cost of printing copies of
patents, economy should be exercised in their
use. No soft copies should, however, be roturned
to Costomer Services Division by examiners,
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cation to ge and classify hard
copy”patent ‘document ¢ Oftice of Patent
Classification provides copies to the Public
Search Room anid ihe examiner's search files in
accordance 'with the form P()-14 request. ,
1f a soft copy is desired without a copy being
placed into the search files, no indication o
classification should be included. A single soft
copy is enclosed with all orders made on form
PO-14. Al] soft copies are stam ved in red “DO
NOT PLACE 1N SEARCH FILE.” Tf for
any reason the requesting ‘examiner desires
more than one soft copy for purposes other
than the search file. the number of copies de-
sired should be placed in the box on form PO-14
marked “NO, (%F COPIES”.
1. Procedure to add cross references only.

(Sample “A"),

Place the number “17” (one) in the box
marked “NO, OF COPTES”, FFill in elearly the
“CLASS” and “SUB CLASS/DIGEST”
boxes. Also complete the “PATENT NUM.
BER”, “GROUPY, “DATE OF ORDER" and
“EXAMINER'S NAME" boxes.
¢ I’r*gﬁﬂrlum to order soft copies only. (Sample

“13). ,

This procedure is to e nuad when no copies
are to be placed in the search files. Mark the
number of goft copies desived in the box murked
“NO. OF COPIES” and slso complete the
“PATENT NUMBER”, “GROUP", “DATE
OF ORDER”, and “EXAMINER'S NAME”
hoxes,

of those patents m‘
‘ 0 te

0O NOT RECORD CLARBIFICATION

sl

“URAMILRG DRADER
[ FOR PATRWT.CORY

Vo GEPARIMLNT OF CoMwERlE
ity g g el DAV Getag

"QAMPLE "B® 'is an order for
3 soft ooplem, | o

F

) m Awtmﬁ n‘wg;.v;i, ;uu;éﬁ s T T .
f 2,456 | 3
 oantaty : e
sROP BATE OF GHOBR(CCASS | . S4B GLABEIGEST.
352 \10-45-7¢ ‘\ —

KA W AT

KOTED

L":;] (6 NOT RECORD CLASSIVICATIEN

TV BEPARTMENT. OF COMMERCE
PATHIT QPP

TERAMINER'E ORDEN
VOB PATENT COPY

voum b0 ie L.
LA R Yad]

SAMPLE "0" 1s an erdar for
2 ward poples and 3 soft coplee.

VAThRY FliMRER

J 456, 779

R
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Gagedn poR
FALH PAVERT

i
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ELLEN GRAY ‘
Vokee PO 04 ERAMINBRG ORDER W6 GEPARTMERT OF COMMERCY
WY, VST FOR PATEMT CORY PATENT (9 PCE
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p. clerical personnel
M:a !’orms;,

lm three times daily.

(3) The OPC wil dnte stamp and batoh tha
forms for subsequent keypunch processing by
Customer Services Division (i.e., A, B, and O
bundles_ for. none, one or uxultxple olaﬁs cas
. This procedure is esgential in order to
updute the. record of  classification which is

maintained on magnetic tape. .

~The ntim'neys’ “drop -slot-at- the Customar
Services Division window should not be used
nor should the forms be:mailed to Customer
‘Services Division as consequent rerouting to
OPC for processing will result in umwvos‘qarv
delay. [1{42] ‘

905 03 Orders for Patented and Almn-
doned Files [R-22]

In the examination of an applieation it is
sometimes necessary to inspect the ﬂpplwnhon
papers of some previously abandoned applica-
tion or granted patent. "his is always true in
the case of a reissne application.

Patented and abandoned files may be ob-
tained in the Record Room and Abandoned
File Unit respectively, by filing ont Charge
Form (‘1’"(‘) 125), and lumfmg this form with
the clerk in charge, The file should be promptly
returned when the examiner has finished with
it. Where n patented file is needed for the pur-
poso of reissue or interference, this information
should be given to the Record Roem upon ob.
tmmnp:llm file, and as soon as these matters have
heen disposed of, the file should be rweturned to
the Record Room.

When an interference is declared between a
mtent and an appheation wud the interference
15 forwarded to the Board of Patent Interfer-
enees, the elerk in charge of the Record Room
should be informed in order that the charge
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ratk (ar t‘h

nto the pate t. An exam-
p filo should also place
ber.on the form. If t}m nota-

: 12

tmn whi
mm' onl '

)y the same Meswnger Serv-
ice to tbo avt unit. indicated on.the form or it
will be held at the Record Room only. if 50 re-
quested on the form...

Customer Services l)lvnsmn hus (-lmrgu of th@
drawings in patented cases. Canceled sheets,
however, are not' retained with the patented
drawings but are filed with the “Abnndoned
¥ IIM m\d I)rnwmg'ﬁ ”

905.04 Markmg Exammora’ (‘opiee of
-~ Patents

When the examiners’ copies of patents are
gent to their respective art units to be filed,
they shonld be ronted across the appropriate
examiners’ desks prior to placement in the
shoes. The assistant examiners who examined
the application should mark in ink on the face
of the drawings, or the spoecifications where
there aro no drawings, such features ns may be
decmed advantageons in aiding nnderstanding
of the patents in future searehes,

905.05 Charge for Pending Applica-
tion Files [R-22]

Whenever an applieation file is temporarily
removed from the group or ddivision having
jnrisdiction  thereof  Charge  Form PO-125
muost. be completed, and left with the elerk in
chitrge. Sueh pending applieations should also
he “palmed in” by the gronp or division horrow-
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ing the pending application so that accurate
records may be maintained as to the location
of such applications.

Whenever a file is removed from the group
application file rack for use by an examiner

P5%.1

proper location.

905.05

assigned to that group, but not having jurisdic-
tion of that file, cardboard Form QF-25 should
be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

All files :’almu[ld be returned promptly to their

Hav, 42, Oct,
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