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901 Prior Art [R-30]
Note rule 104(a) in § 707.

901.01 Canceled Matter in U.S. Patent
Files [R-18]

Canceled matter in the application file of a
U8, patent is not a proper reference as of the
filing date under 35 U1.5.C. 12, see Ex parte
Stalego, 184 USPQ 52, However, matter can-
celed from the applieation tile wrapper of a
U, patent. muy be used as prior arvt as of the
patent. date in that it then constitutes prior

o

publie knowledge under 35 U.S.0 102(w).

901.02 Abandoned Applications
[R-30]

Rule 108, Abandoned applications waf cried. Abau-
doned applieations as such will not be vitedd as ref-
crences exceept those whileh have become abandoned
as a vesult of the Ming and aceepianve of @ reguest
untder rule 1340,

Where an abandoned application s veferred
to 1 an issued ULS, patent the diselosure of the
applieation is incorpornted by veference into the
diselosure of the patent. and = avaitable to the
public, See vale LE(hy,

In ve Heritage, 1950 CLD, 4190 86 USPQ 160
holds that: where a patent. refers to and rvalies
upon the diselosure of a copeuding abandoned
apphiention, such disclosnre 15 available as a
I'("ll(‘l‘(‘ll('(‘. See abto Tove Laond ot al,, 13 USPQ
t2h o CCPA 6L,

It has also heen held that where the refer-
ence patent refers fo n copending but aban-
doned appheation which digseloses subjeet mnt-
ter in common with the patent, the effective
date of the veference ns to the conmnon subjeet,
matter is the filing date of the abandoned ap-
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1%(&)) '
However, claims in on
3euc
pending npplm
entity. For applicatio ,
signee and different mvcmnv&* :
a single inventive conee i it P By , ,
Applications. ahan ,md nde 130.are AR ama%
treated as pending applications mited tune ¢ b ravistons: Codes
;mrm&}g rogarding Tt N & i (IL‘IRIM’AT Numb@rﬂ o ltlammmtlnn of Data)
of a continuing app. ic: - ~ which became effective for use by the countrles which
i ’ apply guch codes:to their documents on-January 1, 1978
901.04 U.S, Pﬂt@mﬁ . [R‘*”SS] A complete Hat of the: Codes, as. revissd, appears helos.

The following dlﬁ’m, ot series of US pat Changes. in INTD Codes: which particulasly ‘affect
éitts ire bmﬁg‘ o m ‘the Pﬂ% &Wz been Shared, their application to I,J:&%. pntont{% consfat of the ‘provi-
The date of pat entmg gwen o’ i}”ihe face of gion of the new codes [T6] und;f.[{m}tlml}.:am intended
em:h co }9}’ l‘% fh&: ubhmm(m d&m zmd is th& one primarily for use 'by‘ cm:xntrhm{;iu Wliiela‘-tlxg ~nn{tlcmal
uﬁuaﬂv cxted )I)‘ m ﬁ mg date, m‘ ’m qt m_ lawg raquirest:hat‘:i.ha'invmiton:ungifam)lica‘nt ara nov-
ﬁt;zmm a}m ,Wen on the face Of.ﬂ) : mally the same. Use of the code [T} which was hareto-
ordmam fhe eﬁ’ect,lve da,te % a'i‘éfaren 5 fore applied to Y.8, patents hay hemuiiaconﬁnued and,
U S C. 1&2 in Hen thereof, codes [TH) and [T6], a8 appropriate; has

e
X«Smea( )zl‘hese arc the gpmxlmatﬁ]y been used oﬂ’(muve wmn thc- putont issue of Jnmmrv 2,

10,000 patents issued between 1790 and July 4, 19 .
18‘36 lrhey were not 01'1gmeﬂly numbered but The purpose of I\II) (‘odva IH to: pmvld@ L means
have be@n zu‘bllmrlly nsmgned numbers in the v«.lwroby the vnrioug data appeiring. on the ﬂrqh page
sequence in which they were issued. The num- of patent and ke documents can bo identified without
her hhmﬂ(l not be eited, VWY S copw% um or- knowledge, of the langmiage used and the lawanppneﬁ.
dered, the pmtontoa’s name zind date of issue "They are now mmd j);v a num‘ber of Patent ’(’)ﬂic& aud
q"m% for identification. COPI@S in stock are have been upplied:to,:U,.;y patents singe Ang, 4, 1970.
arranged c'ht'onologlcﬂlly ; Home of the codes aro neotpertinent to the documents
1836 Series. The mechmncal electmcal, n,nd of n particular couutry and Hmng whieh gre may, in
chemical putentg issued since 1836 and f1'0~ facet, not be used. Those codes whidh are not applicable
uently dcwslgznnted s “uhhty” pﬂ.(’ents, are in- te U.8. patenta or nm used are hdentifted in the st
qhtdad in this series. A citation by number hielow, L
only is understood to refer to this series, This 101 Dacument identifioation

IGIREPAT Numb«smv o‘i*”
graphlc Tata on the: “lrut Fm&e "c;hf l‘uwm awgl
Like I)omm

Beries vomprl%s the bulk of all 1.5, patents [11] Number of the document

issued. - Some V.S, patents issued in 1861 bear (101 TCTREPAT country code, or ofher identifiea-
two numbers but only the larger number should tlon, of the country publishing the docu-
be cited. ment

Reissua Series. Reissued patents (§ 1401) {201 Domaostio filing data
have been given a soparnto servies of numbers ‘ R
preceded by “Re.” In eiting, the letters and the
number must be given, o ey Re 1776. The date
that it is effective us n roference is the effective
date of the original patent application, not the
filing dute of the reissue u,pp%matum.

A. 1. Series. ¥rom 1838 to 1861, patenis
covering an inventor’s improvement on his own
patented device were given o separnte series of
numbers precoded by “A.L” to indicate Addi- Aee footnotes on following page,

[21] Number(s) nsalgned to the applleation (a),
gz "Numero d'envegistrement national”
“Aktongoichen"

(227 Date(s) of ting apptention(s)

(231 Other duto(s) of filing, ncluding cxhibltion
fittng date and date of fling cotuplete spee-
ffleation Following provisiounl spectfica-
tion?
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ountry  (eotntries whic
was {were) Bl

process of an unexamined documer
which no grant has taken place e
fore the fafd date® I

[44) Date of publication by printing or klm
process of - an  examined doggment, . on
which mo grant has faken plate on.or.be-
fore the said date*

[45] Date of publi¢ation by printing or similar
process of & docymment, on which granthas
taken place on or before the said date *

[46] Date of publication by printing of simjlar
process of -the claim(s) eonly of .4 docu-
mentl 5 Hans

[47] Date of making avallable to the public by
viewing, or copying on request, a docu-
ment.on which grant has taken place on or
before'the sald date? R

[60] Technical information

[51] International Patent Classification

[52] Domestic or-national classification

[53] Universal Decimal Classification® =

[54] Title of the invention o

(651 Keywords* ,

(561 List of prior art documents, if separate from
descriptive text

[571 Abstract or claim

[68] Field of mearch

Reference(8) to other legelly related domostic

dooument (8) *

(61} Related by addition(s)*

[62] Related by division(s)

1631 Related by continuation (s)

[64] Related by reissve(s)

e S AT

fiotfem coneerning the application of IXID Codea to VK,
wtentu:
' UPhe ftem fs elthor not a_rpllmlﬂca to 1.8, patents or, I
nppllauhhs, tu ofther pot coded or not asslgned this codo.
The reapective apeclfic datn elemeonts within g entegory

ure not individually coded, They are prluted {n a partionlnr
format under the caption “Ifomign Am&lﬂcml«m Priovity Data"
which s Wentifled by the NI Code (0],

2 The apeclfic datn applicable to a particutar patent s
winted nunder the caption “Related U.8. .&{Wﬂmmm Data”
Whero the eelationghip 14 due solely to diviston or to continu-
atlon and/or a:lmnmmtmn-ln-%mrt, the dats is jdentifled hy
the appropriete specific INID Code, Le., [62] or [G4], vo.
apectively, Where the relationship le due to any eombination
of thege two specific subheatogories, the data is tdentifled by
use of the generie INID Code {601,

[60]

138.1

493817 O - 13 - 4

- namoes and thuas easil

W |
(a) it kmgm( te. o

“of grantee (s) i
attorney (8) or agentis) >

of Inventor (#) who H{are) also

L(n) s

i Inventor(s) who: is{are) also

t0) and grantee (&) o

1 are intended primarily for wee
1o national laws reguive that the

t nre normally the samme, In other
p [71), (721 and (78} should gen-

{731 Name(x
(74} Nama(

by countele
inventor an
casen [T1] an

901.05 Foreign Patents

A1l countries do not issue their patent speci-
fioations in ‘printed form. In some countries,
there is & delay between the date of the patent
grant and the date of publication. ~Generally,

- o foreign patent ghould not be cited as a refer-

ence unless the'examiner has seon the patent.
Citation. datn pertaining to those countries
from which the most patent publications ave re-
ceived are given in the Tollowing sections.
Additional information can be obtained from

the Scientific. Libiary.
901.05 (a)  Citation Data

Foreign patent publications that use Arabic
and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-
cate the date, show in order the day, month, and
year. Roman numerals always refer to the
month.

“Japanese patent application publications

‘shiow the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
‘in ‘order ‘the year of the reign of the present

Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert
the Japanese year of the Emperor to the West-
ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese
year. For example: 40:8<6=March 6, 1965,

Foreign language, alphabetical lists of the
names of the months, and of the names and ab-
breviations for the United States of America
are shown on the following page. The lists set
forth only selected, commonly encountered
foreign langunge names, and do not include
those which are similar to the English language
transtatable. S

In using the lists, 1dentifieation of the foreign
langungo Suxcupt for Russian), is not. necessary,
The translation inte lnglish is ascertained by
alphabetically locating the foreign language
name on the lst, '

The list of the foreign language names and
abbrevintions for the United States is useful in
determining whether n foreign language patent
publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-
plication in the United States.

Rev, 85, Jan, 1973



Alphahmwal List. af Sel%tad Fomxgn Languagmwamee; af‘ .
Montha S

. pBasto
golt
&ugust
aviil
bfezen
gervan
dorvenca
OEEIWON
décambra
dicembre
dubna
plokun
febbraio
Feber
februar
févrior
gennelo
glugno
grudnin
haindkuu
hebmikuu
huhtikun
Jinner
janvier
joulukuu
ju lllnt,
juin
esfikuu
kvetna
kwictnin
ledon
lipen
listopad
listopada
lokakuu
luglio
Intego
maaliskuu
mnart

;Augustk .

Auguat
Auguat
April -
arch
June
July
June
Docombaer
December
April
August
February
Pebruary
Fobruary
Tebrunry
Junuary
Jung
Decamber
o
fobrunry
April
Janunry
January
December
July
June
June
May
April
January
July
November
November
QOetobor
July
Februnry
Muarch
March

maggio Mzw
Mmg : “May
© Maj - May
maja May
marasku Novembeor
marea -~ Maroh
LT v . Myroh
Marts Mol
Mérz " Mareh
merso Mupeh -
mei Muny
ottobre ()m,nlmr
pasdziernika Ootobor
sroainea Doovmber
tina Qotobor
sottembre Soptembaer
slorpnia Auguat
ATPRA Augunt
styoznin Jantary
syyskuu Hoptember
tammikuu Juuupry
toukokuy Muy
unora 1"nl)rum'y
wrgednin hoplomhor
zari Soptember
RUSSIAN
ABIYGT Auguat
MTPeNE April
nexabpn December
HIOITB July
HIOHE June
Mait May
MEPT March
1onbps November
oxTabpsn October
cerrabpn September
despadas February
AHBAPD January

Alphabetical List of Sclected Foreign Language Names and
Abbreviations for the United States of America

Amerikas Forenta Stater
De Torenete Stater av Amerika

EL Uu.

l' U A.

E.U.dAm.

Etata-Unis @ Amérique
Sp.SeA,

8poj. 8t.Am,

Spojene Staty Americke

Stany Zjednoczone Ameryki

Hev,

Australia

Bemlum

Cannda,

Switzerland
Crechoslovakin
Denmark

Inat Ciermany
Germany, Fed, Rep.
Ircland

a6, Jan, 1978

'R
(B
Hu
IN
1y
JA
NI,
NO

IFranec

CGirend Britain
Hungary
Indin

finly

Japan

Notherlunds
Norwny

138.2

Stati Uniti 4 Amerien

3

SULAL

S.72.A.

VLSLA,

V.Rtv AL

Ver. 8LV Amerikn)

\° (-nwnu{(lv Staten Vg Amerika
Vercentgde Staten Vinn Noord-Amerika
Vercinigten Stanten Von Amerikn
Vorenede Stater © Amepik,

ICIREPAT Country Identification Code Letters

Ol Austrin,

K8 Poinnd

RU  Rumanin
s Finland
SU USSR,

SWo Swoedoen

s USA

YU  Yugoslavia




~

.

r-’-

(.

505, This
t_he ,b

A Gefﬁiah Offelllegtiﬁgsséitrf'fteh publicatioh
is not considered to-be g patent under 35 U.S.C.
108(d); Ex parte Links; 184 USPQ.429 (Bd,of

Appls.: 1974), However, & German Auslege-

schrift FIpt,l,bl.i.(:é,!.til,m is considered to provide the
legal effect. of a patent under 85 17.S.C. 102(d),
Ex parte Beik and Thiele, 161 USPQ 795 (Bd.
of Appls. 1968). '

Some countries issue patents of addition and
they should be identified as such and, when
separately numbered as in France, the number
of the addition patent should be cited.

“Patents of addition” generally cover im-
provements of a patented parent invention and
can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
invention. Inventivenessin relation to the par-
ent invention need not be demonstrated and the
term is governed by the term of the parent
patoent. ' -

For citation of the number of pages of draw-
ing and specification, see § 707,06 }a).

%ome foreign countries list the references
cited during the prosecution. These, esreciully
if they are U.S, patents, may be helpful, either
a8 references of interest to the examiner or to
ﬂu%g(wt an overlooked field of search,

For additional information on foreign patent
F ractices seo “Iforeign Patent Material” by P. J.
fadorico, 54 JPOS 102 and 147, February and
March, 1972,

Feperar Repvsric or GERMANY

German allowed applications have been is-
sued in printed form beginning September 1,

189

edapplications” and identifie fywt;ha‘zi;m@
s applicant; the serial number of the appli-
the date of «publr:iigatiom ".’I;hey- are

i
cation, and ,
printed on white paper
printed after January 1,

of
rew number shotld
1 of thé original serial number,
10 patent is granted, the spevifi-
d agnin on \\ﬁxit‘a paper with the

(8, the West. German Patent
& deferred examination proce-
this procedure, all pending appli-
. printed . on: yellow paper at 18
1 the filing or claimed priority date

nlegungsschriften”, The numbering sys-

tem:is larger than 1400000, . . - .
- German, Utility: Models, .(Gebrauchsmuster)
may be used as references as prior patents, but
not ag prior d. publications since the full
specifications are not printed effective as of
their registration date. When necessary, the
Librarian, will obtain the complete text p% the
spacification from the German Patent Office.
file of such.copies is maintained in the Scien-
tific Library. :

When and;
cation is pr
same number
-:On Qetober. 1
Office shifted to
dure. Under.
cations .o

000, ...

NETHERLANDS

Netherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
are printed beginning January 1, 1964. They
are captioned “QOctrooinanvrage”. They should
be cited as Netherlands applications giving the
nnmber, date of publication, “Datum van texr
inzagelling”, name of applicant, “Aanvrager”,
and data customarily given in eiting foreign
patents. '

Unrren Krvenon

Certain United Kingdom applications had -

become void and henee lack a date of accept-
ance. Nevertholess, they were given a number
in tho patent geries. The date of publication
gycm' only) is given following the statoment
“Printed for Tis Majesty’s Stationery Oftice,”
and this should be eited.

British specifications prior to 1916 have
printed in large heavy typo at the head of the
first page of the specification a number and
yoar, ns 1481 A.D, 1912, This, together with
the name, as requived by the rules, is always
the proper citation of tho patent. The year
given at the hend of the specification is either
the yenr of {iling or the year of acceptance, but
in either caso it is the official designation of
the patent.

Rev. 44, Apr. 1090




» recent Fremvh pm

as the effective dute as & patent for: mfesmnwi

purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the rench Patent Office’ (Bullotin Off
riétd lndu%meﬂe) in“whieh th
e patent was aniiouriced. This date does:
appear_on the prinfed copied’ of the specifica-
 tions of the patents, The printed copies'gi
. date the patemt, was granted ‘(déliveé
~o-number of the,mrt‘ ufll M

£l
' be obtamed from the
Eﬁﬁeﬁn itself’ in’ th Jlbmr “and 'would be
about’ five or $ix wee”ks lnter than' the granting
date. The rantix n%; date maybe used for citation
pur but if the precise date is’ “xtu.,ﬂ.l the
effective dﬂ,te should ‘also be given.
The date used ag the effective dmte when thc-
patent is used as a patent (rather than as a
E%mtml publication which date is later) has
n the date on which the patent was gr anted,
indicated on the printed copies by the, word
“délivré”, as was established by, decisions of

—= the courts, the Commissioner, and the Board of

Appeals. Owing to a.change in the practice in
the French Patent Office whereby the specifica-
tions of granted patents are now not available
- to the public until the date of the Official Bul-
letin, it is necessary to apply In re Af Eken-
stam, 45 CCPA. 1022, 256 .24 821, 1968 CD
402, 734 OG 290, 118 U‘%PQ 349 “and use the
date on which tho specification hecame available
to the public ns the effective date as n reference.
This practice will apply to recent French pa-
tents, going back to number 1,148401 an-
nounced in the Official Bualletin of Jnly 11, 1957
and back to patent of addition number (37,‘25
No change in pnwlu-u is indicated with respect
to French patents prior to these numbers,

SWITZERLAND

The effective dates of Swiss patents are dis-
cussed in Ko parte Rouge, 116 USPQ 51 and
in Ko parte Appeal No. 194-38, 1966 CD 31,

152 USPQ 70. 1t should be nowd that two dif-

Rev. 44, Apr, 1976

*fﬂ da‘vl_a, ‘

-the @xammmm' symm O
~from
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information  given
which refers to.the, pubhmﬁmn, ,
tion (the, French. and Glex ag& ﬁp»
Ehmtmm'“ Den P uch . be-

anntgemacht, m&prwtwulv) Agin the. German
practice; when a cose: s, ;l‘czund allowable by the
miner the, upphmtlon i pubhshad for oppe-
sition. and the &gamﬁca,hmn 15 dssned. m rmmd
form (also mf&xwd to.a8 A.‘ slegeschritt,. Gex-
man and Mémoire expose, French). ’I‘h@m

£

printed. copies thave: not been ‘received by the -
“it becomes ' necessary - in  connection wgww

Office; If
with' b Swiss'patent issuéd under the examina-
tibn gystem to' establish a date earlier than the
date the patent was granted,the library can ob-
tain o’ copy of ‘the earlier printed a,ppheatmn
from tho Swiss Patent Office. .

901:03"(5)', " Obtaining Cdpiéa [R-'za]

P]mtocopms of i‘m Bign p\:tten‘rs can be, ordered
by an examiner fe i:',placement in the shoes of &
class in which he xamines, if he patents would

ho of tfrequent use. in thab _,1:134:; (§9005.01).
901 05(&) [R-SO]

memms may requoqt me]amm in the
Reforence Section to assist thom orally or with
written translations of any apeci fications in lan-
guages with whieh the exantiner is not familiar.
(See §901.06(n), T'ranslations—Requests for
Translations, and % 008,08, Olasaifi oation. of Foy-
eign_Patents, helow.) Alfornative versions of
specifications, in Knglish or other languages -
kinown to the oxaminer, can u)mmonly be
found. - Searches for nlternate versions are per-
formed in the Stack Sorvieo Seetion of the Sci-
ontific lemrv As nsubstitute for translation,
this sorvico matorinlly veduces the apparent
problem posed by n foreign language speci-
fication.

Translatmn




901.06 Nﬂf«-?ﬂtent Publications [R-
' 28 '

All printed publications may be used as ref-
erences, the date to be cited being the publica-
tion date. Recognized abbrevintions of names
of periodieals may be used in their citation
(8 707.058(e)). ,

There are some publications kept or eircu-
lated in every group and each assistant ex-
aminer should ascertain which are available in

140.1

PRIOR ART, CLASSIFICATION, BEARCH

90106

his group and whether or not any of them is
likely to bear on any class agsigned to him,
Seience Abstracts of London, England pro-
vides the Patent Office with certain non-patent
literature. This literature includes the follow-
ing: _
A. A copy of the full text of the article;
B. An English language abstract attached to
the full text of the article;
U, Bibliographic details;
D. United BStates Classification including
class and subclass, where necessary addi-

Rev. 44, Apr. 1076




~p=copy in the RPS folder. [R-45]

pre-
wed
k @vgé

on:number
S f

! o b
status change inve
dlacing additiona. es;of the documer
doeument should: rwarded along :
completed form o Selentific L
the additional copies will be made
in classification places the “RECORDED?”
vatent literature document in another examin-
ing group, the completed PO=1122 form should
be attached to the document and forwarded to
the new group. The examiner in the new group
should complete the form and forward it to the
Scientific Labrary. - SR R
‘Where a non-patent literature reference with
n document identification number'is cited, the
identification number and the class and subclass
should be included on the form PO-892.
The citation should: ‘be as follows:
(500840001) Winslow, C.I.A. Fresh Air and
Ventilation N.Y., E. P. Dutton, 1926, p. 97112,
TH 7653. W5, 315-22, - S
If the cited document has a document identi-
fieation number, it is not necessary to enclose a

001.06(a) Scientific Library [R-45]

38 U.4.0, 8, Library, ‘The Commigatoner shinll maln-
tnln o Ubrary of selentifie and other works and pe-
elodienls, both forelgn and domestle, in the Patont

w1000 Tendomark Office to pid the offfeers In the dis-

chinrge of thelr dutles,

The technieal literature, foreign patenis and
services supplied by the Scientific Library aro
importunt to the examiner for two primary
reasons.  In the first place, they provide ma-
torinl which must be known or gsenrched to de-
tormine whether clains of applications ave di-
rectly anticipated, and therefore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U1.8.C, 102, In the
second place, in cases in which the primary

141

Thoe Libvary recoives foreign patents by ex-
change from almost-nll countries (26 countrics)
that - print their patents. In most cases, two
copies ‘are  receivedy -one  for the examiners’
sepveh files and one for the numerical set in the
Libravy, Since July, 1969, the numevical set: for
the following countrics has been placed on 16
mm microfilm veols : ‘Canaday France (applica-
tions and patents), Germany (applications and
patents),’ Grest Britain, Japuw, Netherlands
(applicationsonly), U.S8.R., and Switzerland.
The second copy ‘of ‘the ‘foreign patent; with a
translation of the main elaim or an Eanglish Tan-
guage ‘abstrict, is sent to the examining group
(§ 903.03). Patonts on which thére is no date of
publication ‘(Australin; France and Italy) show
the date of veceipt in the Libravy. Soviet and
Bulgarian authors’ certificates ave date-stamped
aven though-a “date of publication” appenrs
thercon hecause there is:some doubt whether
“publication” means “printing.” S

. Foreigni: Patent. Journals -

Most foreign countries issue official patent
and trademark journals corresponding to the
Official Gazelte. Patent journals arve shelved
under counfry naumes in the patent collections,
and with the numerical sets of those conntries
which. print their patents, Trademark jour-
nals ave retained for only 4 months. Most coun-
tries issue name indoxes; somo also issue clas-
gifiecd indexes. These are sdhelved with the
journals,

Books

A ropresentualive selection of books published
in tho k’lnimd States and Grent Britain in the
fields of applied fechnology is systematically
pequired by the Library. In addition to the
Foglish langungo hools, there is a modest se-
lection from Trench and Goerman literature,
mostly in the field of chemistry. There are
also collections in the varions examining gmu}m
of books and trade entalogs pertinent to the
arts which they examine. 'The Design Patent
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. Vist of accession

. sistance from members of the examining: corp
~ and ‘suggestions: concerning ‘materials to b
ahm?ina§ are welcomed at any time. A month

; gions &gaiwnlixtﬁd_;tq;'gll camin

book, may be ordered by éxaminers for use in
the g!fmi]il‘ii by addresaing o memorandum to the

Chief Librarian via the group director and the
cost code-clearance officer. - oo il
The books and ‘trade catalogs procured :for
‘permanent assignment to the examining groups
are recorded in the Library’s main catalog, and
copies ‘of 'these books ‘sometimes :are: available
in the Library also, . 2o 0 o0 oo

“Technieal Pemodmal% s

. Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of many. important
scientific and technical societies, .. The list in-
cludes a number of titles in. the design. patent
field and in fields of interest to non-examining
tireasof the()iﬁce- SET LTSNS TR EPLE BT

Most of ‘the periodicals: received by the TLi-
brary are circulated to. examining groups.
Once ench year the Library sends to each group
a list of all titles currently circulated to thex.n
with request for suggestions for changes.. This
systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally
add new titles. The Library is alert to new
periodical publications and it acquires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-
ested with a request for review and recommen-
dation. o

An important part of the duties of each ex-
aminer involves constant inspection of non-
patent literature pertinent to the clags or clagses
that he examines, The Tibrary has undertaken
to assist in this time-consuming activity, In one
subject area, avticles are being pre-selected and
classified under the U.S, system by an outside
indexing service, In a subscetion of the same
subject areas, articles are heing pro-selected by
library staff members, Before addition to the
search files, selections must be assigned n codo
number and microfilmed so that the library will
have a record of search filo contents and can
reproduce materinl cited without pulling it
from the files or from the library shelves, Be-
fore adding any non-patent literatuve to the
files, examiners should forward the liternture to
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‘aged :fér»‘mg)

‘Reference Section of the Library:
“The: Staff of ‘the: Ref

- Limrany Serviows-
‘Non-Patent Literature ™

d_f;Wbi’ 8, publighed ndég&éx;, and
iicles whicl earchog in

o gearching. I ,
¢ OXMMINGTE are encolr-
glexpentx-theixt own familiarity, skill,
lo:time by queriesaddressed to the

yLibrary (Ext:72957).
_ ; arence - Seetion - (JFxt.
72067) will assist examineis in'the use of the
card ‘catalogs and- other vegources ‘of the ' Li-
braty, in pointing out: f}i\.ibl,idtmtioxxa' which will
helpexaminoers:define the limits of ‘the field of
search; and: in providing information foruse in
prior art searches. Upon request; it will provide

ibrary searches,

and-availa

bibliographies on'given isubjects.: Tt will ‘also

accept requests for all information on specific

subjects ‘defined by kéy}vords: f@l}d/ or ¢lass and

subclass designation, <+ _

o - Muin Catalog -

This card catalog is located in the Reference
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and oxamining: groups except
patent S{moihcationﬁ and government reports on
microfiche. Tf an: examiner finds that the book
he 'desires is not on tho shelf he may beable to
ascertain through-the card.catalog that another
copy: is availal lo elsewhere in the Office. Exam-
iners sometimes aequire material independently
of the Library, and it is important that any
such material should be sent to the Library's
Technical Processes Branch for cataloging to
assure that it may be recorded for the bonefit of
the entire Office. - =

The Library of Clongress clagsification scheme
is used in classifying the books and hound pe-
riodicals, A printed outline of this scheme is
kept on one of the reading tables on the second
floor and a shortor outline ig posted on the end
of two of the book stacks. Tixnminers will find
the outline helpful in detormining the general
subject area of the field in-which they nre inter-
ested, Catalog cards are madoe for the author,
title when distinctive, and subjects. Bound vol-
umes of periodicals ave eatnloged, elassifiod and
maintained on the bookshelves, while those
which have not yet been bound are soparately
located in alphabetien] order in a small reading
room adjoining the Reference Room. Near the
main card eatalog, there is o separate eavd hst-




eign Pate
trony and:
tv ’ ) o

1 indexes
necessed

Or exan cal A ¥
Engineering Index, ave ulso hvailable in printed
form. However, computer searching is a much
(quicker and easier way to veview this material,
A Reference Librarian -will help: examiners
formulate their search questions properly, run
the searches in’ the appropriate computer files,
and assist in locating the relevant books, jour-
nuls, veports, ete., identified, At tho conclusion
of ench search, examiners will be asked to fil}
in some of the information on a one-page form
the Scientific Library uses to evaluate the effec-

L.g. tiveness of its searches.

Loan of Books and Other Publications
Gleneral

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room may be charged out at the cir-
culation desk. Materinls should be kept as

= hricfly ns possible. Since all library matorials

are used for reference purposed, none may

ra-lm taken outside of the Patent and Teademark

Oflice. Examiners may use the Department of
Commerce Libraries as well as other Fedoral
Government libearies in the avea, The Reference
Seetion (Foxt, 72007) can answer questions ro-
garding the accessibility and lending practices

b0 the other libraries. Books needed from that

Library for officin] use should be obtained
through the Scientifie Library by means of in-

B8N0TH O = 15 - B

§ strictly
caninot be
aXaminery

1;1 cod in an ap‘pm{;ﬂ-
. This class and subelass

1in the Office action.

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public
of publications and patents should be made to
the Reference Section. They can obtain the day
and month of publication claimed by the copy-
right:owner for United: States publications and
they will: write fo the foreign source.

Translations
Requests for Translations

Examiners mmay consult the translators in the
Reference Section at any time for oral assist-
ance in translating foreign patents or litera-
ture. Translations are made from all of the
principal Euvopean langnages and from Jap-
anese. The Library will have required transia-
tions from other lunguages made clsowhere.
(Ixt. 73193)

Card Indew of Available Translations

This index lists all trauslations which have
been made by the Reference Seotion of the
Library and o fow others gathered from mis-
collaneons sources, The card file and over
10,000 transiations of foreign patents and
trademarks with some periodical articles and
oxcerpts from books are located in the Refor-
ance Scction. Translations, which are availabloe
to oxaminers and non-Office personnel, are in-
dexed by country, patent or trademark number,
and patentee or author, A copy of any transla-
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the Office ﬁh%lﬂd be furnis o
“Section so that it may make a copy for it Cand T a{ignjark ng pul
In this case the source is indicate o'xx hietrans:  visionally.abandoned ap} ftion wherein the
l&mcm 80 that, ‘1‘t will not be certified as an official  applicant retains his rights to an mfz\g.g@wnw
fthe P i ademurk Of ﬂm.‘ for- w Hmite neriod v

fte *I’)@{‘am!}w 18,

Applwatmna v(,stcd”in thy ,Alaeu 'Pmpm‘ty i ww;c)u Voltme xmmbm i
C’ \lﬁtﬁdlﬂcﬂ durmg Wor, 1‘%‘%11 vera pub- R Dsocument vategory; 'L tm* Te@hu
lished . in 1948 eyen. though b];’;e,»y“ ),;ud ‘ot o ensins o mieal mmﬁ‘m e

become patents. . Daf ive Publications’ ar Tuded i %
. Clare must he taken not to rofer o these pub- mm:‘ 8 L uo 1“‘{ Hom -‘“‘f included in sub-
lications as patents; they should be, de:mgnm&d class lists and subscription orders, The distinet
as A.P.C. publigl hed applications, . . /. numbers are used for all oﬁimal wfermm@ and
~ An. APC. pubhsh “application dcounmnp cC’PLY x ‘
uged, by, the examiner as. o busis. fo A- ‘
only ag a printed publication effect!

date . of publication thh i8 punta_

fhe app'hmtmp

w]cgtmn
from the ’ 19
n: each Defﬂns;ve P z‘bhmtlons ubhshed hefore De-
copy cembm' 16 1@69 &ppeurq ut 86‘{) 0 G‘r. 68’3’

ghe manner of cxtm “one of these pubh(m» :

tions is as follows: A.P.C..Application: of
Ser. No. -y Publ%hed PR 901 07 Arrangenmnt,

ining Groups [R-30]

T e e e e g

e v e ot T 0 o o o e it

’I‘he Sczentzﬁc Librar y contains o complete

set of A.P.C. published applications arranged In the emmininggwups the U.S. patents are

mmwucally in bound volumes, , arranged in shoes bearing appropriate labels,

each showing the class, sub-class, and uquanv
901.06(d)  Abstracts, Abbrcvnaturos tho lowest and highest numbered patents put in

and Defensive Publications ), respective shoe. The patents should be ar-

[R-45] : runged in numerical order,
™ Abstracts and Abbreviatures are Patent and Some TS, copies are marked “Cross Ref-
L, Trademark Oftice publications of abandoned ap-  erence.” These are patents which are classified
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; number for all
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by yearof publical hin each
Ka reignp ek hasg
the year of

ubiic:eatlxmigwriﬁtéh in ‘the
upper right-hand corner jaf; the front page. It
is, anticipated that eventually all the classified
foveign’ paterit docoment’ séavch files will be ar-
ranged in'thig manner, This'filing arrangement
aide the examiner i upddting lis dedveh as well
as the Office of Patent Classificationin the main«
tenance of the integrity of the search files,

Non-patent: ‘publicatiéng:* ‘or ‘phototopies
thereof ' containing disclosures. for. particnlar
subclasses, if numerous; should be filed in shoes
following. the foreign }men ts, ‘otherwise at the
bottom..of the last:s

901.08 Borrowing Re

The search files in ench exXamining group
should ‘at a]l times be. complete....'Where, they
are incomplete, the examiners using such files
and relying. upon their completeness may: miss

valuable references. : References removed- from.

the files whether for use in the group or other-
wise should, of course; be promptly returned.

901.09 Missing Copies—Replacement
- [R-42] Coen

When the original or cross-refeérence hard
copy of a reference patent is missing from the
examiner’s search files, a soft copy request form
(PO-14) should be sent to the Offico of Patent
Clagsification. The box marked NOTES on
’O-14 should includo either the expression
“Substitute for original” or “Substitute for offi-
cinl cross-veference” and also the elassifiention
imformation for the patent.

When the form PO-11 requesting a substitute
copy i received by the Office of Patent Classifi-
cation, it will provide s havd copy patent, £ the
original copy is subsequently found, the sub-
alitute copy should be.vemaoved from the file and
('Iiﬁ("m'(flo(l,.

902 Official Puablications and Indices
of U.S, Patents

HAL-0T0 () « T4 = 3

o and up-to-date,, As ‘u})pl‘m
are issued, the old sheets should ;
and the new sheets anbstituted therafory, <.

There avo over 900 classes of utility inven-
tions each having:a, title deseriptive of its sub-
ject.m a»gfm and heing identifiod
class, numbers (some numbers,of the
ank w0t presently. assigned to
88).:¢flach  clasg, 1s. subdivided into a
'subclasses, with asch, subclass bears

ipkive of i !

s spbject my wnd
by & subelass number.which in
istances will inelude: decimal . fractions,
A complete identifination. of a;subelass requires
both the: class.and subelass numbers,, the class
number, appearin g first, and :the, subelass num-
ber second, e.g.,;%¥103-161" identifies Class 108,
Subelass 161. ’

Thie Manual of Classification has the follow:
ing parts: - )
A Boief Statement on the Use of the Manual.
© Qlasses Arranged by Rdlated Subjects. Tab-
wlation’ of clagses, in which theclasses are ar:
ranged in three major subject groups; with the
classes listed under each group by relationship
of 'subjject’ iatter. “Thig tabulation is‘for the
purpose of assisting.’the user in:finding the
main class pertinent, to his search. .

Olasses Arranged by Fwoamining Growps.
“Classes Tisted Alphabetically by title.

Classes Listed Numerioally with titles,

Subclase Sohedules, )_pnn‘)]p‘i:n subclass sched-
ules for each class, the ulility classes appear-
ing first in numerien] sequence of clags num-
bers, and then the design elasses in numerioal
seqience of * design clngs numbers.  Design
elags alphabeticnl sequenco by elass names cor-
responds to numerienl sequence.  'Thig is not
frne of the utility classes.

Alphabetioal Index. . Worda and phrases
(frequently ealled titles) identifying various
charncters of patentahle suhjects aveanged in
alphabetical order, with the citation of a class
or both elass and subclass in which subject
matter identified by the title will be found.
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- All of £

to technology
have “definitio
h o

has definitio
“'Such’ definitic

Wp Fins '

Public Search Room. * Additional 'or ‘replice-
mant sheets incorporating all chinges and addi-
tiona are issued from time to timeand ¢

profiaptly added (o each set of definitions.

902,02(a) ' Search Notes

The deinitions have search notes s & part
thereof; namely, notes piving ‘inforniation ds
to whére subject matter related to the'class will
be found (such notes appearing dfter the class
definition ), and also notes as to ‘where subject
matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
(appearing after the *subclags “definition).
These ‘notes ‘are intended to indicate both ' the
relationship and the  difference between 'the
separately classified ‘subjeets; 0 oo 4

Such ' search notes 'are not exhaustive and
should he regarded ‘as suggestive of ‘additional
fields of search, but not as limiting the search.

902.02(b)  Search Cards [‘R.-.;23]w

In one shoe of each defined subclass in both
the examining group and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the definition
of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In.
dices [R-23]

A number of indices of U.8, patents are avail-
able and may be iised to obtain classifieation
data of U.S. patents.

902.03(a) Numerical [R-42]

A numerical index of domestic patents giv-
ing their present original elassification is avail-
able in the Public Search Room and in the Doeu-
mentation Service DBranch in the form of a
microfilm viewer which is controlled by a mini-
c:()rrnE')utm'.

There is o separate index for ench series, X,
1836, A1, Re, PP and D. Information as to both
the originul clussification and ofticinl  cross-
reference clussification of all ULS, patents is
available from the patent index telephone, 1xt.
73851, This is o multiple lino telephone and
problems with busy signals should e minimal.

Rav. 42, Qct, 1074
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shed abstracts of TLS,

tained, one lig
crogs-voferonco a
applications. ., - 2 e SRR PR T
902.03(d) ' Count  [R-$9]
-~ Incthe Service Branch of the Office of Patent
Classification, is minintained:n subclass “count,”
giving ‘the numbey:of .8, patents originally
classified in each class and subclass, and w cor-
responding “count” for cross-referenced’ U.S.
patents.

902.04 Classification Orders and Bul-
. letins  [R-23] .

Classification Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in the classification
that have been made officially, including every
change to be made in the Manual of Classifica-
tion or in the definition books. '

- Copies gre distributed to ‘all examining
groups for immediate use. ‘

- Each ‘order; except for those :portiong per-
taining to the amendment of existing defini-
tions, is subsequently printed in the Official
Gazotte. ,

These orders ire from time to time collected
and issued as o Classification Bulletin, As
clngs schedules and definitions ave extensively
amended fo take care of developments subse-
quent to original clagsifiention, thay are repub-
lished in amended form in Classification Bul-
lating.

903 Classification
903.01 Statntory Authority [R-23]

The statutory nnthority for establishing and
mnintaining a elissifiention is given in the fol-
lowing statute, which states:

85 VB0 9. Clagsification of pitents, The Cowm-
miggloner may revise and maintain the elagstfication

nd. pul
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. Basisiand Prineiples of Clads
fication: o fR-23 )00

sig; of clasgifieati
Mice, the prineip

Y. snchoprineip

.able_in. each. art. nanit...:Since: classification  is
the basie, tool: of: every examiner, this booklet,
particnlarly asit relates.to the present classifi-
cation f?gatem, should be carefully studied:::.:
,'HR? i

ciad; subclasses .and. digests: :made’ Bf,r

examiners, if: made in accordance. with the plan
of classification, could be, defined and iesued:as

an official part. of the ¢lassification. See §905.02
for procedure, for ordering; patent copies: for
use as unofficial cross-references. e g
1., Hxaminers; establishing unofficial subclasses
or digests. should. consult the: patent.classifier
haying jurisdiction of the class to the end that,
-when the. work s .completed, it-oan be: defined

and mads official.

903.02(a) | New and Revised Classes

The establishment of new; classes or sub-
clagses and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of 4 patent’classifier.

. .'The Classifier performing the reclassification
secures n set of patent copies of the present clas-
sification, by either ordering soft copies or bor-
rowing t_imth,lblie:Sem'ch, Room copies: With
these copies, by study and successive groupings,
he develops an arrangement of the patents
which is satisfactory for.searching. '/

. 'The lines marking the confines fn% the new:or
revised class and its subclasses ave determined,
and appropriate definitions drawn. Then the
oxaminer’s and the Publie Search Room’s copies
of the patents included in the new class are col-
leeted, arranged and stamped conformably to
the new classification. Officinl cross-references
are also propared and u{)‘pmprintcly atamped.

The patents comprised in the new class are
entered wpon the munerical and subelags in-
dices. ' ‘

Notification of the new class or subelass is
published in the Official Gazette, and Supple-
mentary sheefs nocessury (o correct the loose
leaf Munnal of Classifieation ave published.

Definitions of all revised classes and: sub-
clngses are found in the Classifiention Bulletins.

r ones:01 £ zéiwéra ypes sﬁbj= xﬁzgai;»
manufacture; ant, apparatus;or &%ﬁ e

ontained in the class’ being
ect Mat;»

pose is ihi exceds
matter for the ‘clas

nitiony e adding aogifier to o ‘stone crusher

which’ rives (the added- function of separating
the:trughed storie;: vt i winelnd i

Feature Combined to Perfeot. the Basio Sub-
jects Matter! Features: may 'be:added -to' ‘the
asic subjeet mattoriwhich' do:not ¢hange the
character: thereof, but’ do: perfeet it for it in-
terided purpose, 6.g.;-an overload:releass means
tends to!perfect s stone crusher:by- providing
means to-stop it on ‘Gvérload and thus prevent
ruining the:muachine. ‘However, this perfect-
ing; combined feature adds nothing to: the basie
character of the machine. ISR
- Basio 'Subject :Matter. - The combination of
fenturés necessary and: essential to the funda-
mental chavacter of the subject: matter treated,
el & stone erusher requires: o' minimum: num-
ber-of i features:ns cssential -before it-oan funs-

tlow agsuchs i oo vl bl e
~Subdombinations Specialived: to Bugie Swub-
jeot- Matter. © Fach type of basic subject matter
may  have subcombinations: specialized  to use
therewith, e.g., the crusing element of a:stone
ernghere:i. o oo T T
Subcombinations of  General Utility, Each
type of basie subject matter may -have. sub-
combinantions. which have :utility with jother
and different types of subject matter, e, the
machine elementy of w stone erugher,: Subcom-
binations of this character usually ave provided
for in.some general elass go that the examiner
should :determing in ench. instance .where they
are elassified, ' : :

Classification of Foreign Pat-
ents . [R-26]

Foreign patents are distributed by the Scien-
tific Library to tho examining groups with
forms 1121 nttavhed, The examiner showld indi-
cate the ]‘)n(}}:}m' claggification on both the forcign
patent and form 1121, ‘

903.0:
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sh ‘u bﬂ <indicated: on: form
ANy NoCoSEATY

i amxfmatmn

mdmate& onmégim 1121 on tham. LY g
» Alk-foreign patents should be: cla%m@d
frzmm& 1121 réturned:to' the Scientific- Library
by, the due date.indicatod ‘on form: 1121

-1 the examinédr.desivesto: u;ﬁ:cl&w the classifi-
cation-of & Hforeign. patent by changing,:can-
celling. or adding: copies;:he;sho 1ld nm;x:éy
Scientific Library by forwa,rdmg e aompleﬁed
form POS1182.5 o0

- Xt:is Thelpful.d .th@' c:o f d d
-di mbiled :and. m—fata,pled ﬂo tha,t the most
significant sheet: of  drawing is; exposed. when
-the .0opy;i8-in the shoo ease, N OT Y Sined the
Library. retaing copies.of :these and. other fors
eign, patams (See: §001.06 (a) )4 o desived  for-
eigh:patent, known: by country:and: number,
can: be inspected:in Llw lerary op: phamcopm
ordered TTICTATER R S TR
i The Sedrch. (,»enter fOl‘WM‘dﬁ o the. exam-
mmg groups ;all United:: Kingdom, French,
Swiss,: German, Japanese: and Soviet  Union
patents: or. published ;applications and:- only
thoge other foreign patenta o published ‘appli-
cations which do not claim priority elsewhere.
Duplicates from . these countries. ﬁhmxld be- re-
tained in the filea to:comply with the minimum
‘documentation mqumm@/nm of bhe pmposed
‘Patent Cooperation Treaty, = .

Unnecessary duplicates should bo desbroyed

‘When & partial translation is desived, return
the patent ‘to'the Translation bectmn, Scien-
tifie Libraryy with the word “Title” or “(‘lmm
or other specific portmn ‘indieated theréon.'

The Library invites examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-
language patents to-call'upon its translators for
oral lrmguugm assistance to be provided at the
examiners’ desks. Examiners are ﬂmmrdmgflv
encouraged to request this help l)y contag tmg
the Trarnslation i‘%@vhnn by phoiie. Examiners
are privileged to ask for gpecifie’ tmnqlatorq if
they so desire,

Time, spent in cln@mfymg forengn pmnm is
allowed in wm{mtm an exmuminer's. output.
The method used in ('{fmmfymg foreign putents
and the assignment of such work among the

Rev. 88, Oct, 1078

am in which a cop of the foreign

jsﬁr%?, 05.

o the ngément of the
ieg:jore’ fpﬁrmxmd except’ as et out i

The 'classifichtion pyin ,
wtents issued «mnca 1983 ¢anmot;
lied: upon:to be- the présento
tiony bineo 'this! data fs; obtain ‘the’
wrapper of the application at timé of: isstie land
will not reflect any changes in olusmﬁcatwn

made after, the, issuance of the patent.:
903 0"'5 Transfer of ”‘ U S Patents
[R-*38]

The transfm‘ of uﬁwml copms ai} U S pntentq,
eitherioriginal o1 m‘o%»r‘éfemrme? frém’ one
class 1 or. subclass: to: unot]w‘ mqmms the ap
pmva,l of a olassifier. «

Examiners must qnbmn‘ to-the’ Oﬂw@ at’ Pat-
am; Qlamzhcntxmz all quostmns nf tmnsfer of
patents, ¢

When an:examiner doqm'g m t‘mnaﬁ‘v offi-
cial- copies ‘of -domestic 'patents to 4 ‘different
olass: or subeclass; he 'should have a memomn»
dum list/ propared for signature of the px'mmry
examiner of ‘the numbers of w1l patents which
ire to'be transferred’ “mdu'atmg only the class
nid subclngs into ‘which ench ig to be placed,
Both ‘originals and pmpm*lv 1dent1hed official
cross-roferences’ may be included in the same
ligt and these may involve transfers. to or from
any number of different classes or subclasses,
Atl(htlmml cross-reference. copies of any listed
patent may also be requosted. This list. with the
axamingy’s: copies of the  patents. is - routed
through - any . other - group  involved for its
prompt approvil or comment and is fm'wm'ded
to the Office of Patent 'Olassification,




In those instances where a transfer is ap-
proved by a patent classifier, the class and sub-

class designations on both the examiner and

Public Search Room copies of the patents are
changed and the numerical patent index and
subclass lists are altered to agree with the new
clagsification, When the transfer is not ap-
proved, the copies of the patents will be re-
turned with a notification thereof.

Unauthorized transfers render the subclasses
in the Public Search Room no longer duphi-
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cates of those in the examiners’ rooms, and also
render incorrect the official numerical index and

subclags liata,

When it becomes necessary in the eourse of &
transfer to remove copies from the files in the
Public Search Room, & dummy a little longer
than a patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon.

‘The procedure for transferring an entire
clags or subclass from one group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical QOperations.

(Page 160 omitied) Rev. 88, Qct. 1078
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_ The followin
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with the
ctite ‘on’
subelags in which it ig "k it should”
crosg-referenced, Such soft” copy should’
forwarded to the clagsification group where,

the ‘marked soft copy the
“which it is thought it

the c“léism )

will M‘Pﬁdniﬁiﬂy‘imﬁébmﬁi the necessury nction
taken ‘and the soft, copy returned within two
days of its recoipt, "7 T

. Discoyery "of New Cross,
1 References. . [R~43] . ..

. Patents which are useful as references may be
found either in the course of a search or from
inspection of the Official Gazefte each week.
Copies may be placed in the examiner’s search
files. See § 905.02.. .

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Refer-
~ encing at- Allowance: [R-43]

It is the duty of each. primary examiner to
personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every. a.].l)‘:
plication pagsed for issne and to print his full
name on the blue issue classification slip to show
that this review has been made. "

Both the blue issne classification slip (PO~
270) and the file wrapper provide spaces for the
full names of the “Agsistant Examiner” and
“Primary Examiner.”

An examiner with full signatory authority
who acts on an application himself and sends 1t
to issue should write his full name on the blue
issue slip and stamp and initial the file wrapper
ondy in the “Primary Examiner” space. A line
should be drawn through the “Assistant Kxam-
iner” spaces on both the blue issue slip and the
file wrapper to make it clear that the absence of
an initial or signature in the hox was not an
overgight,

The initial classification of pending applice-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been
indicated in pencil by the supervisory primary
examiner,  See § 903.08(b).
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perly

ination; may be impraperly
8 vendy for nllowance. ' Tho

sllowed: # s&himld?;byearﬁv wed, in order to

- determine. the subject: matter: covered thereby.

It is the discloged subject: matter: covered by
theallowed claimg that deternines the original
classifioation of 1S patents. @ oo ol oo

:Only:ithe: corvect:officinl dlassificdtion-should:
left onithe fils and: drawing of ieach appli~
cabion:when pagsed for:-issue. i o o
-+ The examiner. filla:out.a blue issue-classifica-
tion slip (PO-270):0r: 0 saluion algw AP0O-328)
in the case of designs to indicate the class and
subelass in whichithe patent should be classified
and:also the clasges in which it should a opear
as a:cross reforence. . The examiner f:ﬁhmhﬁ, be
certain that all subclasses into which he places
grogs-references (are still in existence. The
examinor, attaches the:blue; issue classification
slip.to the inside of the loft fold.of the file
wrappar, to. be. forwarded to the Patent Issue
Divigion,. .|
+..The: examiner. also enters the classification
appearing on, the:issue classification slip. in the
space provided on the front of the file and in the.
space provided in the stamping at the left: mar-
gin of the drawing. Care should be exercised. to
see that all three entries of the classification are
correct. and. in agreement, particularly after
any alteration of one entry, for. otherwise the
patent will be printed. with.an erroneous clas-
sification: or. improperly positioned in the Offi-
cial Gazette, ~ ... ... .

All examiners are requested to fill in the
class and  subelass. on the drawings in large
numerals using as much of the space provided
as feasible.  In this way the filing of drawings
and subsequent retrieval by the Patent Issue
Division will be greatly aided. See also § 1302.10.

All examiners must include unofficial subcluss
designators on the blue issue slips (PQ-270)
at the time of issue when appropriate (exclud-
ing design classes), This_applies to both the
original clagsifiention and the cross-referenco
clagsification, Any time that o patent is being
issued in or cross-referenced to o subelags con-
taining unofficinl subelagses, the alpha designa-
tion for the proper unofficinl subelass must bo
ineluded on the blve igsue slip. No other designa-
tion is pormissible. Tnelusion of only the nu-
meric designation of an official subclass which
includes unofficial subclasses is an incompleto
and improper entry on o blue issue slip. All offi-
cial subclusses which have unofficial subelasses
are now designated with an “R” (denoting vo-
sidual) and if the patent does not fit an in-
dented unoflicial subelass, the blue slip should
include the “R” designation. It is permissible to

Rev. 48, Jan, 1978
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wnofficial subblass (inc txdmg* ﬁhwa E‘*

'w@ue slip, but the-orig ‘lnsa
,mwer ‘ba-a; digest: The: }ndxmtzan o

Whm t:}m rigindl pa
the fmnt af ‘the:file wra
nge&ta shtfmldzalm

‘patent-ina ‘digest 'must. be inthe
re orence aren of the blud isue slip: and must
be identified by elads number, alpha chmmat&m
IZ)IG zmd uppmpmaw dlg%&i; mm&b&r i

s Rmmsmsamx

"I‘he omgmn’l classification’ a%tgnmenf c}f ah
apphmtwn mny have involved n “borderline”
situation. Thefile wrapper of such an’ awphm«
tion will"'be " stamped, “RE SUBMIT
CLASSIFICATION DIV ; ote.”, ‘the
stamp ‘dappearing below the Intwf@renoa Séarch
box. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmltted Note that there should
be 1io resubmission if there is, at the time of
allowance, no longer any doubt or dlspute abuut
the proper classification.:

“In the case of oversized’ patcmw where’ m’xiv
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertment
to the subelass in’ ‘which a ‘cross reference is to
be’ placed, 'the examiner may indicate on the
issue classification slip that o digest of the
patent ‘should be prepared, thus, 74-340 (di-
gﬁt) ‘After the hard copy is printed, the Iesue

ction of the Documentatmn Service Branch
inquires of the examiner as to which sheets of
the patent should constitute the digest. . Where
an official Clagsification Qrder affects an appli-
cation already passed to issue, the classification
group makes the necessary chsmgms on the file
wmppel, blue slip, and (fmwmg if any. The
clerk of the examining group is notified so that
the Serinl Register card may be similarly
changed.

Applications which already have been sent
to the printer will be classified by the classifica-
tion group at the time the patent issues.

903.07(a) Cross-Referencing—~Keep
Systematic Notes During
Prosceution [R-23]

thnglmut the examination of the case,
gystematio notes should be kept as Lo eross-
references needed esither due to claimed or un-
claimed disclosure, oxaminers handling related
subject matter should be consulted during
prosecution (whether they handle larger un-
elaimed combinations or clnimed or unvlmmod
but diselosed, subcombinations), and asked H’

Rev, 48, Jan, 1975
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”Icsum where possible and in
issue classxﬁcatmn s‘hp at-tim

' P’mul
of. amd ‘Qt Lo gmup. '

(When '  185U08, the ﬂ,s«sxfmmm gmup
will, ps 0 matter, of routma, send the, xxeceﬁgaly
notices to the g group invol vod )ee ;
The sending of cases to issue from one gmnp
and assigning them to classes in anpther roup,
is'Testricted to those situations whoro both ex-
aminersiconcur in the proposed classification of
the patent, which must be shown by the con-
eurring examiner imitinling the issue classifica-
tion slip, 'or' where there hag been a ruling hv a
Imtent ciasmﬁer, who must mrtml 'the shp

203.08 Applications: Aﬁmgnment and
_ Transfer [R~ 43] .

' ’1‘116 e‘{mmmng gm\\p 10 whwh an apphm—
tion is assigned is responsible for its examina-
tion until such time as the application is offi-
cially transferred to- smother group by the
classification group.

* The ‘primary examiners hxwe full mtthomtv
to accept nny dapplication submitted to them
that they believe ‘is properly clagsifiable in a
clasg in their art unit.

903.08(a) New Applications [R-33]

New applications aro assigned to the various
examining groups in the first instance by the
Applieation Division,

Upon receiving an application from Applica-
tion Division, the clerk in charge of processing
new npplwm,u'nm, should date stamp the file
wrapper and the back of the docket register
card on the dny the file is to be delivered to the
supervisory primary examiner, The complets
application (h}m, drawing, and serinl register
card) aro then given to the approprinte super-
visory primary examinor, The clorks should not
permit these cases to remain overnight before
distributing.
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If the supervisory primary examiner decides
that the application properly belongs in his
art unit, it 18 processed as a new recaipt. See
8 903.08(b). 7

When a new application is received which,
in the opinion of the primary examiner, does
not belong to his group, he may request trans-
fer to another group. See § 003.08(d).

Form PO-447, “Pransfer Request” consists
of five copies and is used as a transmitial, group
charge and notification form.

If the search in comnection with the first ac-
tion develops art showing proper classifieation
elsewhere, the transfer is initiated after a re-
sponse is received from applicant.

HUVENE S O R )

L

)

de

%3“ g

Boroerring Crassipioarion

()

“

The classification assignment of an applics-
tion to the proper examining group, especialiy
when there is submission to and assipnment by
the elassification groups, often involves s
derline situation. Classifiers in the classifica
groups, when assigning such borderline eases,
will stamp the file wrapper divectly below the
interference searvch box when it is their con-
sidered opinion that the classifiention of sueh an
application should be reconsidered on alow-
ance. The stamp will indicate which classifica-
tion group will reconsider the case on & “Spe-
cinl” basis,

.

1 Rev. 48, Jan. 1875
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or on the first sheat
filing date is after .
and- subclass to whi

the.nameor initis

heexaminer or the

. the clerk for

903.08(¢) - Immediate Inspection of
e Amendmentis - [R-241 0
" Upon - the receipt of an amendment which
makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken
promptly in-accordance with the-transfer pro-
cedure outlined in § 908.08(d). - 1

90308(&) ‘Ti;aiiéfer 'Pfﬁceduré' ’ ‘[VR'—’
38y

Transrers BerweeN Arr Usrrs Wroiny 1He
Samr Groupr

All “within the group” transfers must be
ealled to the attention of the group clerk so that
the examiner’s docket record card and serial
register card can be changed to correctly indi-
cate the assignment of the application, The clerk
must also report docket changes on the IEx-
aminer Docket Activity Report, P(O--690.

Where there is o difference of opinion among
the supervisory primary examiners as to as-
signment within the same group, the matter is
submitted to the documentation “postman” for
regolution. Note § 903.10.

Trawerens Brrween Drrrsinsnr Groues

Transfer of nndocketed and docketed new and
amended applications may be requested between
groups vie the regulor messenger service with-
out submission to, or approval by the Office
of Documentation, IHowever, the forwarding
group must send the applieation to the veceiv-
ing group with o transfor vequest, PO-447
(only the vecent forms dated 9/70 or sub-
sequently should he nsed), within one enlondar

he application -

olas-
inal

xaminer b
i his

space, provided on the §
following must be inclu ‘,

n.another group.

(2) Identification of any exist%}g -informal
transfer agreement. i
- (8). Other. reagons—with full explanation,

The supervisory primary examinor may give
the complete file with form PQO-447 attached,
to his transfer clerk for forwarding by regular
mesgenger service, or he may obtain the docket
record card from the clerk and hand carry the
entire file to the other group art units The group
clerk retains part PO-447 éd) of form PO-447.

If the receiving examiner agrees to accopt
the appliention, he classifies and assigns the case
and initisls the form PO-447 and the face of
the file wrapper. The transfer is effected by the
clerk in the group which accepts the application
by transfer; Application Division is notified by
PO-447(n) and the forwarding group is noti-
fiedd by PO-447 (o).

If the other oxaminer does NOT agreo to
necoph the applieation within ene week of ve-
caipt, he indientes his veasons and adds his
initinls on tha form PO-447 in any available
gpace. Where neceptance of an application is
refused by the second group within one week
of recoipt in the second gronp, it may bo sub-
mitted to the documentation division associated
with the forwnrding group for decision. If an
apphention is not refused within the time Himit,
the second gronp must. keep and exumine the
application.

J"n,ihn'u to il in the date on the form by
either the transmitting examiner or the veeoiv-
ing examiner may result in the assipnment of
the applieation to his nmt unit.

Transfer inquiry after expivation of the time
period may he made by hand enrrying the ap-

Rev, 88, Jan, 1093



ing transfer of

 date’of the response. The proced
nsfer of such an amende
~gimilar to the pracedurs for e

of a new case. The time limit g

transfor of an amended application is two weeks
the response:

from the group receipt date of 4
The procedure for hand eacrying an amended
application is algo simiilar; if aceepted after the
two week period, the transfer may be effected,
biit if refused the cass vemaing in the initinting
group. Thé time Jimit for refusing the trunsfer
of an amended case & oné week; ‘us for now
applications, P e T sl
“The question “or
guirement does not
of transfer.

vestriction re-

mneed for # restriction
determination

enter into the

Procepure 18 'tre DocumenTaTioN’ DIviston

. 'Phe ‘clasdifier ‘may: assign-the application in
accordance ~ with the forwarding examiner’s
recommendations or; when thisis not appropri-
ate, to some other group. He writes the assigned
class and’ group a1t unit numbers and his ini-
tials on the face of the file'wrapper and on PO~
447, briefly giving his reasons in the space pro-
vided on the form. S RS T
“‘Where the change results in assignment, of an
application to a class under the jurisdiction of
another documentation division, the' classifier
obtains the concurrence and signature on 1’0
447 of a elagsifior in the other documaitation
division. g o
As heretofore, under certain circumstances a
classifier may, contrary to controlling classifi-
cation rules, assign an application to a class or
group which in his judgment is better equipped
to examine the application. This is fully
deseribed in paragraph 6 and 9 of § 903.08(e) ;
soe also the last paragraph of § 903.08(a).
Assignment by the classifier becomes final, and
no transfer should be anceepted withont the
clagsifier’s initinls on the face of the file
wrapper.
RrconsinerRATIONS

The supervisory primary examiner of the
groitp art unit to which an application is trans-
ferved may request reconsideration provided
that group art wnit has not scen the applica-
tion before the transfer, if he believes the

Rev, 846, Jan, 1073
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205 -of the

egulations - Gov.
o erning the Assignment of
* Applications for Examins.

~don [R-32] 0

~ The fact should be borne in mind that the
following regulations: aresonly general guides,
and exceptions frequent]y avise because of some
unusual condition. The fact should also be
kept in view:that the: patent olassifiers as -well
as tho patent: examiners are confronted with
analready: cexisting: clagsification,  made. up
of newly revised clusses, those vevised years
ago and which have somewhat outgrown their
definitions .and limits, and still others made a
generation ago and never changed.  Also, these
classes are based on different theories and
?lams2 some on art, some on structure, some on
unctions, some on thé material worked upon,
and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
all. . The patent classifiers cannot,.change this
existing condition as ench. application comes
up for. assipnment. but must, seek to dovetail
the cases into the patchwork and try to get
the applications where they will be best han-
dled.  To do this often violntes the patent clas-
sifier's views as te- what. constitutes n really
proper classification. o , :

1. The assignment of applicatious follows, as
far as possible, the rules or ‘pri,nci!;)less govern-
ing the classification of patents, (See the book-
let. Development and Use of Patent Classifica-
tion Systems.)

2, The most. comprehengive clnim, that is the
claim to the most extensive combination, gov-
erng, and this is trae whether there is only one
such elnim and n lurge numbor of other claims,
or whether the sels of claimg nre more evenly
divided. Tt is regarded ag just as vital that one
complex clnim be searched and adjudicated by
an examiner skitled in the art as that a group
of such cluims bo so searched and adjudicated.

3. The elaimg and statement of invention are
generally tnken as they vead, sinee any attempt




ﬁ)\atent; classifiers ct‘miim;
nowledge of the state

atent; .oxaminers: vollectively

>

are often open to: nent and are subject for
appeal o Do Lol
the United.

4, The location of. States patents
constituting the prior art is generally. control-
ling over all elso, .. (Note: Where time permits,
obvious misplacements of the patents constitut-
ing the prior art are corrected, but to straighten
all lines as the cases come up for assignment
would require ‘thée time’ of “several ‘men and
would often involve ‘a veclussification of an
entire clags,)

5. Ordinarily an application cannot: be as-
signed to.a:class which includes one element or

art.only - of seversl claimed in combination.

he claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation is.not reviewed by the pat-
ent classifiers. , - L

6. The patent classifiers’ are authorized in
all cases, where they eviluate the facts as war-
ranting it, to assign applications for examina-
tion to the group best able to'examine the same.
Since assignment for sxamination on this basis
will at times be contrary to classification of
patents containing the same character of
claims, the patent classifiers will indicate the
proper classification of the patent, if such claims
are allowed. S

Thus in cases where there is a claim drawn to
hybrid or mixed subject matter and the super-
visory primary examiner in one discipline
feels that the application requires consideration
by, or may be best examined by, a group in one
of the other technical disciplines, chemical,
electrical, or mechanical, he may submit the ap-
plication to his patent clagsifier who may assign
tho application on a “best examinable” basis, in
accordance with this subsection.

Some examples of applications which may be
thus submitted include:

(1) An application containing o hybrid
claim wherein, for instance, o product is defined
merely in terms of the process for producing it.
Seo §7056.01(e) (1).

(2) Where an applicntion properly assigned
to o mechanical or electrical clags containg at
least one claim to mixed spbject matter, o part
of which is chemienl, the application may bo
assigned to the appropriate chemical art unit
for examination; or where the application is

164.1

o swould cut ,‘@ 
voasess the  specific
g art in all the

h'iquestions are matters
iners to determine and = b

X
g subsection, tho patent
jzed require the ﬁliﬁt;

. Yo the

inclhu Lief state xplaining the rela-
tion and possible application of the reference(s)
to the claim (8); in'case of dispute as to the
cessity ‘of this ‘procedure, the patent or
hais power to reqitive the statement. -
V7. When' an ‘applicatic R

: n tion “has been taken up
by an examiner for action and a requirement
to, restrict, 18 Jfound necessary, . part.of the
claims being directed to matter classifiable in
the group where the case is being examined, an
actlon requiring restriction should be made
without seeking a transferof the case to another
group. The action of the applicant in response
to the requirement for restriction may result
n making o transfer of  the application
unnecessary, .. ..o ;

8. Ordinarily where ull the claims of an ap-
plication are for an articls made of a specific
composition or alloy with no other characteris-
tic of the article recited, the application will be
assigned to the composition or alloy class.

9. A cluss of cases exists in which either no
art or a divided art is found and in which no
rule or principle ig involved. (Such cases are
placed where, in the judgment of the patent
clussifiors thoy will bo hest senrched and adju-
dieated. It ig often impossible to so explain a
decision in this clogs of cnses ns to satisfy, or in
any way aid, tho examiners interested, In-
deed, the roasons for or agninst sending such
eases one place or another may be so evenly bal-
anced that no renson of any value can be given,

10. An examiner secking the transfor of a
caso may make a search, hoth of his own class
and tho cluss to which ho thinks the caso should
bo transforred, and the examiner in charge of

Rav. 48, Jan., 1876



- A elassifier:
f;ha ‘question o
applicatio i : pplica:
tion'to the'group which submitted it:if he denied

the transfer request,or (2) forwards the appli-

cation to the grmtxp to whmh xi; m tmmfm'wi.
See also § 908.10.

903.08(g) Tranafw | 1o Anmher Fm
0 amining ' Group After
“‘Decision [H»—%]

If the. appbca.twn is to remain in the gmup
which, mxbxmttod it, for claasxﬁmi;mn, no further
procedure. is necessary, If assigned to another

group, the classification group processes the case
i&S described in the M&nual of Clerical Proce-

ures, ...

If the case is one whxch }md been taken v up. for
action by an examiner according to its offective
filing date, it should be treated as special by any
examiner, art unit, or gz oup to ‘which it is trans-
ferred. See § 708. 01. .

903.09 Intematmnal C]&ﬁﬂslﬁﬂltlﬂﬂ of

‘Patents for Inventmns [R—
43]

In accordance with the Sh*asbonrg J\gro(h
ment Concerning the International Patent Clas-
sification, the United States is required to in-
dicate on its issuing documents the classification
symbols of the International Patent Classificn-
tion 1974 (Second Edition), hereinafter re-
ferred to as “Int. CL2".

The complete Int. CL* symbols must be
placed in the indicated spaeé on the Tssue Clas-
sifiention Slip (form PO-270) as revised 7/74
when an application or Defensive Publication
Document, 18 issued.

Basie Ine. Cr. * STRUCTURE
The Int. CL* is nrranged as follows:

Section Subclass
Subgection  Main-group
Clasgs Sabgroup
This can be graphically illustrated thus:
Section  Class  Subclass
RO1B 1/62
Main-growp  Subgroup

Rev, 48, Jan, 1970

1 pital letters I{f ’
t,hen, mfzu ubsectmms‘(withaut cm:y mgmtmg

sym a? ;

Iuma.n pecessitiony -
ubsectiona Agmm:lm « :
% ﬂodstuﬁai»a{;, tobmm ;

C Chemwt,ry and m@mllurgy.

oo SBubsections: Chemistry .
etallurgy - -

"D Texhlea and papery v el

Subsecti&ns' I‘exhlee zmd ﬂexnble

‘ ‘materials not 0th¢,r-

 wige prov1ded for

+ Paper o

E Fixed constructions;.
Subsectlons Building
L ... Mining
, I‘ Mechamcs, hghtmg, and heat.mg
y Subsections;. Engmeq and pumps
%meermg in general
, v&g ting and hen.t,mg
eapons; blastmg

Physlcs y ,
Subscotions: Instraments
; - Nucleonies
H. Elecbrlclty
: Subsection: Electricity

Class

“Fach section or cmbsoc(mu is divided into
classes' which are designated by a two-digit
number following the section dcmgnutlon

IBxample:

A01—Apgr 1(-ult;urca, Forestry; Anmml Hus-
bandry; Hunting; Trapping; Fish-
ing

Subclass (Corresponding to 1.8, Clasy)

Fach clags is divided into subclasses which
are designated by a capital lettor,
Examplo:
A01B--Soil working in agriculture or
forestry

11[(1m~(77'au7) (Corresponding to 0.8, Mainline
Subelass)

Each subclass is divided into units referred
to as main-groups which are identified by n

154'2
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{ el number to the;
-~ totheright thereof.

et WIS
L A01B 1/00 Hand tools

Subclasses)

Muin-groups may be divided into subgroups
which are designated by & number- ﬂotshex»- than -

()0%‘ to the right of the diagonal slash,

Kixample:
. AOLB 1/02. Spades; Shovels -

Crassreying 1N tag Inr. Crt?
SysTEM

I’utentsa should be classified as far ns possible

as 1 whole and not by separate classification of

constituent parts. - :

A. Selecting subclasses (Correapendihg,{tto[ US ‘

Clags) ,

. ture or-function of the invention, and
2. ‘a subclass for its intended field of use.

Preferencé must be given to the intended field ..

of ‘use unless the invention is clearly specially

adapted to a particular intrinsic function for

which a class exists. The classifier must decide
whether the invention is specially adapted to
one field of use, or whether it is applicable to
more than one particular field. It may, of course,
be desirable to classify the invention -in:both
places (intrinsic function and intended field of
use) ; especially when the choice of a single
place rests on the clagsifier’s opinion rather
than on fact.

B. Selecting Main-groups (Corresponding to
U.S. Mainline Subclasses)

There are no firm rules of hiernrchy. Fre-
quently, there will be two or more main-groups
which seem equally relevant, requiring a choice
among them or classification in more than one
of them. Contrary to U.S. practice, in which the
more comprehensgive Eub{uct matter appears
first in the schedule, in the Int, CL2, these in-
ventions may be found in the lower part of the
schedule.

C. Seleoting Subgroups (Corresponding to U.S,
Indented Subclasses)

An invention should be clagsified in the lowest,
(most indented) subgroup which is sufficiently
comprehensive to elx"nﬁruca all cssontial features
of the invention.

A detailed procedure for classifying a docen-
ment into the Int. CL? is set forth in Chapter
IV of the “Guide” to the Int. CL® which is lo-
cated in the front of Volume 1.

154.3

Sui?:group& (Corresponding to I}"‘.S.‘ Indmxted'

, ! 1% contains 51,48 ‘guff:;&i&iim;m'ﬁ%x I
nerease of 8.8% over the previous edition.
In order to distinguish classifioation between

"1 Tha Int, CI.

- the Ist Edition, hereinafter referred to as “Int.
- CLY, and Int. d ' ' ‘
Int. CL® can be ic

- CL™ preceding the international symbels.
.The Int. Cll2 symbols are distinguishable

+ from those of Int. Cl. in that the Int. Cl* sub-
- class symbol will be designated by a capital let-

% a1l classification according to
{ontified by the notation “int.

"

~ ter rather than a lower cago letter.

Example:
glst; Edition) Int. Cl. A01b 1/02
2nd Edition) Int. ClL* AO1B 1/02

. US. Ism Crt® Conooroance, Trirp Eorrion

The Office of Patent Classification has pre-
pared a revised Concordance botween the U.S.
classes and subclasses and.the Int, CL% In many
areas the two systoms are conceptually different.

o - S ' 'With this in mind, it will be seen that & com-
In the Int, CL? there often occurss o 1«
1. A subclass providing for the inherent na-

plete one-to-one correspondence between the two
systems cannot be attamed, An indication in the

oncordance may refer to only one relevant
group, and not necessarily the only group

_which the patent can or should be classified. For

some inventions, the Concordance may not indi-

cate any trily televant group, Accordingly; the

Concordance must be recognized as a gude to
be used in conjunction with the Int. (12, and
not as a translation list.

The third Edition of the Concordance incor-
porates some 20,000 changes over the previous
edition and includes all changes in the Int. CL2
and all changes in the T.S. Classification
through Classification Order 413, dated Decem-
ber 81, 1978.

The Concordance may be incomplete in some
areas and contain errors in other areas. There-
fore, if corrections need to be made in the Con-
cordance, members of the Kxamining Corps are
requested to report any sugﬁ@smd changes to
the appropriate group post classifier.,

Tie Caronwonrnp Inprx

A revised Catchword Indoex, dated May 1974,
has been prepaved to corrvespond with the Int.
Cl.a

Issuw CrasstricaTioN Srie

The blue Issue Classifiention Slip (form
P(O-270) has been revised (Rov. 7/74) to indi-
ento classifieation necording to Tnt. C1L* and also
to permit. & maximum of four diserete interna-
tional notations.

An example of the revised blue Issue Slip
(PO-270) is roproduced below with the follow-
ing exemplary ‘Intt. CL# notations: AO1B 1/02;
BOTB 7/083 ; CO8Y 110/04 ; and CO8T" 267 /00.
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NTERKATIONAL € LASSIFICATION (N, e1,%)

lﬁg?ﬁu’éw T mmw wmwrruu.nma A Q»-szﬁ- 1 9.2»
T e 18101718 | 771083
PR BRI ClOIZIE ) / O%
N ' CIO\&IF | | 267100
FORM PO-270 e (8, DEPARTMENT OF .C OMMERC

i o PATENT QFFICE .}

- NOTE: The alpha characters appearing s, the Int;
Ci* notations must nil be in.capital letters, The: prace
tice of using a lowercase latter. for: the second: oceur-
rimg alpha character, as used. in the first ¥dition, has
heen discontinued. . T S EI TN

| L Svasary P
1. The appropriate symbols of Int. C1.? will
be placed on all ssuing applications and Defen-
sive Publication documents. .=

2, Each person involved. in })lacing Int. Cl2
on igsuing applications should he familiar with
pages 7 through 35 in the front of Volume 1 of
the Int. CL* Manual, . ,

3. As indicated above, the Int, CL* symbols
of the issuing applieation should be placed on
the blue ‘Ismwda%iﬁcution Slip: (form PO-
270, Rev. 7/74) in the space headed “Int. CL*,

4, It is required that at least one Int. Cl?
svinbol, and not more than four (4) be placed
on each issuing application, It is veguived that
the complete symlu)l be designuted (e.z., AOLB
1/02).

903.10 Duties of the Post Classifier
[R-32]

Post. classifiers wera eatablished to improve
linison between the classifieation groups and
the examining groups. Kxaminers shonld con-
tact. their post classifier on all classification
problems.

+Jachipost classifier is-assigned one.examining
group: as his responsibility. e is. charged witﬁ
all (ﬂlﬂ&SiﬁQ&bioxl duties relative to this.one ex-
amining group, ‘exdept: for. major reclassifica-
tion projects . o o0 o e

. A post. classifier is vesponsible for:

(1) The technical ‘accuracy, adequacy and
conmpleteness of all gearch systems in his group
ineluding the menitoring of any need for major
and minor reclagsification projects -including
mechanized systems, . © . :

(2) The full range of clussification adminis-
tration - funetions: including the resolution of
classification disputes on pending applications,
suidance on claggification matters to both ex-
aminers anc the publie, which includes outlin-
ing fields of search and anawering exnminer’s
requests for advice as to the proper classifica-
tion of allowed applications,

(3) The inspection of issuing applications to
determine the acenraey and adeguuey of orig-
inal and cross-reference clussification by work-
ing closely with the supervisory primury exam-
inors and group divectors to insnre foedback to
correet, lpr«‘)blum nreas,

(4) Determination of the training needs of
the personnel in hig asgigned group relutive to
prineiples of claggifiention and supplying this
training through formal and informal channels.

Generally, the post clnssifiers are to aid the
exnminers 1 the use, maintonance, and perfec-
tion of the classification gysien.
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hie examiner, nft ned a thor:

ough understanding of the on-disclosed
and: claimed (in the application, then searches
the pior-art as:digcl
printed documents. Any sucl
tho rejection:of a-clainvis called:

In all continuing:applications,
lications should be reviewed by the

P Fel‘tinmlt’;wfpmb BPE: Ly S e g
~Thefirat search ‘should be such that the ex~
aminerneed not ordinarily make a second search
of the prior-art, unless necessitated by ‘amend-
ments to the claims by-the applicant in the first
response, except to check fo determine whether
any reference which would appear to be sub-
stantially more pertinent than the prior avt cited
in the first Offica action has become available
subsequent to the initial prior art search. It
should cover the invention as described: and
claimed,. .including : the inventive concepts
toward which the claims appear to be directed.
It should not. be extended. mevely to: add. im-
material variants. .. S R T G
904.01.. . Analysis of  Claims -[R-36].
- The breadth of the claims in the application
should’always be carefully noted: that is, the
examiner ‘should be fully aware of what the
claims do not ¢all for, as well as what they do
require. There is always danger of mn,ging
into the claim limitations imported from the
gpecification or drawing.

904.01(a) Variant Embodiments
‘ Within Scope of Claim
[R-36] . RN

Substantially every claim includes within its
breadth or scope of definition one or more vari-
ant embodiments not disclosed by applicant,
which would anticipate the terms of the defini-
tion. The claim must be so analyzed and
understood that any such variant encountered
during the search will be recognized and
gelected.

In each type of subject matter capable of
such treatment (e, a machine or other ap-
paratus), the subject matter as defined by the
claim may be sketched in order to clearly
delineate the limitations of the claim. Two or
more sketches, each of which is ag divergent
from the particular disclosure as is permitted
by claim recitation, will nesist the examiner in
determining the claim’s actual breadth or scope.
However, an applicant will not be required to
gubmit such sketches of clnim structure (In ro
Application filed Kovember 16, 1945, 1941
2D, 15 646 O.GL 5).

500041 (3« 78 - 4

closed in patents and other  from. the

¢ such dociment used-in

1 though specifically different

. claim, even thov .._@Fet cally . diff
lefinition in the claim, must be

considered.

904.01(e) . Analogous Arts
= Notouly: mugt the wirt besearched with which
the invention claimed iz classifinble; but also all
analogous arts regardless of where classified, -
The determination pf when arts arve analo-
gous isat times difficult,: Xt depends upon the
necessary essentinl function or: utility of the
subject matter covered by the claims, and not
upon.-what it is.called.... .. ... .

- For -example, o tea. mixer and & concrete
mixer;ave for the same art, namely, the mixing
art, this being the necessary. function of each.
Similarly a brick cutting machine and a biscuit
cutting. machine have the .same  necessary

function, : T .
904.01(d) Outlining Field of Search
 In outlining’ o field ‘of ‘search thé examiner
should note every, ¢lass and subclass that may
have material pertitient to the subject matter as
claimed. Every subclass ‘and digest pertinent
to aach type of invention claimed should be
listed, from  the lurgest combination through
the various subcombinations to the most ele-
mentary part. The search should extend to all
probable areas relovant to the claimed subject
matter and should cover the disclosed features
which might reasonably be expected to be
olaimed. : ,

The following should be kept in mind: (a)
that a combination reference is necessary to
reject o claim drawn to an old or exhausted
combination, (b) that a combination reference
is valuable ug a hasic veference where elements
thereof may be varied by substituting equiva-
lent elements of n sccondary reference, (¢) that
a convincing aid fo & rejection on the ground
of old combination ia the citation of references
showing the subcombinntions to have been al-
reandy recognized ag having practical and more
genernl utility, (d) that combination claims
can be shown unpatentable by combining sepa-
rately classified subcombinational elements
where rensons can ho given for holding ob-
viousness in forming the combination, and (o)
that in the rejection of a claim on the ground
of uggregntion, the citation of references show-
ing the individual utility of the elements may
better prove that the aggregative structure is
no more than the sum of the features shown by
the several elemental patents.
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search for ref
the date.of the search,

wrapper.:’

904.02

It is a prerequisite to-a speedy ‘and just de-
termination’ of the issues involved in the ex-
amination of an application that & eareful and
comprehensive search, commensurate with the
limitations appeariiig' in “the “most - detailed
claims in the case, be made'in preparing the first
action on the merits so that the second #ction on
the merits can.be made final or the application
allowed with no further’'searching other than to
update the original search. It is normally not
enough that references be selected to meet only
the terms of the claims alone, especially if only
broad. -clajms:.are ‘presented;. but  the search
should, insofar as possible, also cover all sub-
ject matter which the. examiner reasonably
anticipates might be incorporated. into appli-
cant’s amendment. . A complete search should
result if applicant included, at the time of filing,
claims varying from the broadest to which he
believes he is entitled to the most detailed that
he would be willing to aceept.

It thus results that the examiner finds ref-
erences that, while not needed for treating the
claims befors him, would be usefn]l for fore-
stalling the possible presentation of claims to
other subject matter regarded by applicant as
his invention, and claimable with the subject
matter being currently clauimed, but shown to
be old by these references. :

In selecting the references to be cited the ex-
aminer should carefully compnre the references
with one another nnd with the applicant’s dis-
closure to nvoid the citation of an unnecessary
number. The examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be available,
but only the “best.” (rule 106.) Multiplying
references, any one of which is as good as, but
no better than, the others, ndds to the burden
and cost of prosecution, and should therefore
be avoided. However, if doubt exists ns to
the inclusion of a reference, it is betier to err in
citing too much art rather than too little,

=

Rov, 86, Apr. 1978

all references
satent, foreign paten
the examir 101

. t}i I

905.01 *Photocopy Orders  [R-24]

Patents ‘and/or applications : received from
Germiany since Qctober 1) 1968 nnd- from Japan,
France'and USSR/ since July 1, 1989 ave not
inmumerical: gequence. Inasmuch ‘as the Patent
Office supplies orders for copios'of thege foreign
documents from master microfilm reels made
npon - weekly “or' other ‘periadie: publishing
sequences, all orders must include: the country,
patent or application nninber, and. the publica-
tion date (1f known) of the ordered document,
Reference :should be. made: to . § 901.05(n)
to agsist in determining the publication date of
the commonly encountered, foreign patents and
applications. B

11 orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
inating.in_the Examining Groups must be au-
thorized by an Examiner having full ov partial
gignatory duthority in the box headed “PRI-
MARY EXAMINER ~ (Signature)”. The
stnmped name of the nuthorizing Examiner will
be indication of aunthority for Reproduction
Section,  Iandwritten signntures should not
he used, . :

‘)05’02 Soft Copy Orders [R-~30]

Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the
oxaminer for hig uge. These orders are filled
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
No employees other than those rssigned to this
Branch have access to the files of printed
copies of patents.  Tn emergency cases, orders
may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whosoe
approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-
ate (illing of gnid orders. ‘

Beeause of the cost of printing copics of
patents, economy should be exercised in their
use, No soft copios should, however, be returned
to Customer Serviees Division by examiners,
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B w all
Copy Sales anch Soft mpz 8.0
caliored cimmngﬁ may. be; oh
cross-referencing purpe
rector’s: approva
his:approval by @%mpmg m 1
P(Z)««M;balaw hh&; ‘bx&mm :

the su 0
_ h file be “uuplot;a
Imtent; w;)l seary that

b copy subsequently
il be recorded.
j’{']‘h@ infpmxlak

Iamm&nt c»f e::m% roferances
into  the ,examiner’s

- All patent

s search iﬁlé

Py’ 101 EO88 ©

(I;)ugs lor patent;,mpxea on soft eopy

0-14 having classification mfm‘m&‘tmn ‘noted
thereon will be utilized by the Office of Patent
Classification to’ generate and classify hard
copy atent documents. The Office of Patent
Clagsification provides copies to' the ‘Public
Search Room and the examiner’s search files' in
aucordance with the fornt PO-14 request. -

If asoft copy: is desired without a copy bein
placed: into - the: search  files, no indication o
classification should be included. A singlo soft
copy is enclosed with all orders made on form
P0O-14. All soft copies are stamped. in red “DO
NOT PLACE IN SEARCH ILE "It for
any reason the requesting examiner desires
more than one soft copy for pur poses other
than the search file, the number of copies de-
sired should be placed in the box on forn PO=~14
marked “NO. OF COPIES".

1. Procedure to add crogs

(Sample “A”).

Place the number “1” (mm{
marked “NO. OF COPIES”, I'ill in c]vmlv the
“CLASS” and “SUB  CLASS/DIGEST?
hoxes. Also complete the “PATENT NUM-
BER”, “GROUP”, “DATE OF ORDER" and
CEXAMINER'S NAME” boxes.

3 l‘;qif’(w/ur(* to order soft copies only. (Sample

“B’)

This procedure is to be used when no copies
are to be placed in the search files, Mark the
number of soft copies desired in the box marked
“NO. OF COPIES” and also complete the
“PATENT N UMBER", “GROUP?, “DATE
l014 ORDER”, and “EXAMINER'S NAME”
oxes.

references only.

in the box

put’mnra tlommd exel

6]
ratmg the- numhar D o
umva of tlms-x&zs putents for
s fwm ﬁm

g UPQN FOR: )
TEACH VATENT

HUMBER
GROLAED

AR S BRGER
. FOR PATSNY, BOPY

et W 1
“3 sof't ooptnu.

RETYY wmm PAi&Nr Nuwm
T Courai ror

| |, 34‘*5" " 7

- ORUERED

raue . : BUB CLASSAHGEEY,
352 /0-/5‘—'/11 ~ M”” ca-
v_axmmuvm FAME ¥ A e, P
/lfmey e.eezw el
L. DO NOT RUCORD CLABSAICATIGN

Ev NGQTEG

FORE PO-14
REV. 177)

EXAMINER'G ORODER

W DERARTML YT W TR RGE
FOR PATENT GhbY

PRI VT

SAMPLE "0" 1s an erder fer
2 v»ard coples and 3 wolft coplee.

UEE A GEPARATE |PATERNT NUMBER O OF COREE

COUPRN FOR J 6{5"& 7 J} ?

EACH FATERT
NURMBER

/66 |wo-157f). 9. | 6

ERAMINER'E nNAME

ELLEN CrAY

5 HNOTEY

YO (O~ 1A
REV. 1 /71

|] DO NOT RECORD CLABBIAEATION

ERARINER'S ORDER
FOR PATHNT GOPY

L5 DEPARYBIGNT @F COMMERCY
AV OPEICH
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‘order box provided at
dow in room 2-1A03. Th
Teast three times daily.
(8) The OPC will date stamp and buteh ,
rms for. aubﬁequonb keypunch. processing
Customer Services Division (i.e, A, B, an
e, one or. xnulmple, classifica

tions). This procedure is essential in order

update the. record of . classification which is
mamtmned on magnetic tape. .y
~The- attomeys’ drop-slot-at he - Customer
faServxces Division window should not-be uséd
nor should the forms be:mailed to Customer
‘Services Division as consequent rerouting to
QOPC for processing will resu]b in unnocessm'y
‘delay. I'R—42] o Suw s o i

:905 03 Orders for Patenwd and Abam
’ doned TFiles. ‘[R=22]"" :

In the examination of an application it ls
‘sometimes necessary to inspect the application
‘papers of some previously ﬂb'\ndnneg applica-
tion or granted patent. This is always true in
‘the case of n reissue application.

Patented and abandoned files may bo ob-
tained in the Record Room and Abandoned
File Unit vespeetively, by filing out Charge
Form (P0O-126), and leaving this form with
the elevk in charge, The file should he promptly
returned when the examiner hay finished with
it. Whero a patented file is needed for the purs
poso of reisste or interference, this information
should be given to the Rm'md Room upon ob-
taining the file, and ag soon as these matters have
been disposed of, the file should he returned to
the Record Room,.

When an interferenco is declared bhetween a
patent and an application and the interference
ig forwarded to the Board of Patent Interfor.
ences, the clerk in chavge of the Record Room
should be informed in order that the charge

Rev, 42, Oct, 1074

quustad on the form... .

-+ Customer- Services l)wusmn hns e lmrgu of tim
drnwmgﬁx in: patented: cases.  Canceled : sheets,
hotweever, ‘are not: retained’ with the: patented
drawings: but are filed wlth the “Abunclmwi
Iﬂles nnd T)mwmgq e e

90’5 04 Markmg Examuwrs’ ("opne@ of
Patenta

When the o‘cummcrcs mpws of patents are
sont to their respective. art units to be filed,
they should be routed: -across: the nppmpuam
exniminers’ desks prior to placoment in the
shoes. The assistant examiners who oxamined
the appliention should mark in ink on the faco
of the drawings, or the specifientions where
thero aro no d rmvmg&;, such Teatures ns may be
deomed udvanlugemm in piding under. s('mdmg
of the patents in future seavches. -

905.05 Charge for l;‘emling Applicn-
tion Files [R-22]

Whoenever an application file is temporarvily
removed from the group or division having
jurisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125
must be completed, and left. with the clerk in
charge. Such pending applieations should also
be “palmed in” by the group or diviston borrow-
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ing the pending application so that aceurate
records nm?? be maintained as to the location
of such applications.

Whenever a file is removed from the group
application file rack for use by an examiner

168.1

905.05

assigned to that group, but not having jurisdie-
tion of that file, cardboard Form Q25 should
be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

All files should b returned promptly to their
proper Jocation,

Rev. 42, Oct. 1074





