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905.02 Soft Copy Orders
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-905.05 Application File Location -

905.06 Famdy of Patent Informatlon '
901 Prior Art [R—-1]

Note 37 CFR 1.104(a) in MPEP § 707, >See also
MPEP § 2121~2129.< |

901.01 Canceled Matter in U.S. Patent Files

Canceled matter in the application file of a U.S. pat-
ent is not a proper reference as of the filing date under
35 U.S.C. 102(¢), sce Ex parte Stalego, 154 USPQ 52.
However, matter canceled from the application file
wrapper of a U.S. patent may be used as prior art as of
the patent date in that it then constitutes prior public
knowledge under 35 U.S. C. 102(a), In re Lund et al,
153 USPQ 625 (CCPA 1967).

90102 Abandened Applications [R—1]

37 CFR 1.108. Abandoned applications not cited.

Abandoned applications as such will not be cited as references
except those which have been opened to inspection by the public
following a defensive publication.

Where an abandoned application is referred to in an
issued U.S. patent, the disclosure of the application is in-
corporated by reference into the disclosure of the patent
and is available to the public. See § 1.14(b).
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Lund etal, 153 USPQ 625, (CCPA 1967)
Ithas alsobeen held that where the reference patent

refersto'a copendmg but abandoned appllcatlon which
dlscloses subject matter in common with the patent, the

effective date of the reference as to the common subject

‘matter is the filing date of the abandoned appllcatlon, Ex

parte Clifford, 49 USPQ 152 (Bd. App 1940); Ex parte Pet-
erson, 63 USPQ 99 (Bd. Ar 1944); and In re Switzer et al.,
612 0.G: 11; 77 USPQ 1. (CCPA 1948). >See MPEP
§2127(a).<

Published abstracts, abbrewatures, and defensive
publications are references (MPEP § 901.06(d)).

901.03 Pending Applications [R—-1]

Except as provided in 37 CFR 1.11(b), pending U.S.
applications are preserved in secrecy (37 CFR 1.14(a))
and are not available as references. However, claims in
one >nonprovisional< application may be rejected on
the claimed subject matter of a copending >nonprovi-
sional< application of the same inventive entity. See
MPEP § 804. For applications having a common assign-
ee and different inventive entities claiming a single in-
ventive concept, sce MPEP § 804.03. >See MPEP
§2127(d).<

Applications abandoned as Defensive Publications
were treated as pending applications for limited time pe-
riods regarding interferences and the filing of a continu-
ing application. (See MPEP § 711.06.)

901.04 U.S. Patents [R-1]

The following different series of U.S. patents are be-
ing or in the past have beenissued. The date of patenting
given on the face of each copy is the publication date and
isthe one usually cited. The filing date, in most instances
also given on the face of the patent, is ordinarily the ef-
fective date as a reference (35 U.S.C. 102(¢)). >See
MPEP § 2127(b). The 35 U.S.C. 102(e) date for a non-
provisional application claiming the benefit of a prior
provisional application (35 U.S.C. 111(b)) is the filing
date of the provisional application.<

X-—Series. These are the approximately 10,000 pat-
ents issued between 1790 and July 4, 1836. They were not
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Inre. Hemage, 1950 CD 419 86 USPQ 160 (CCPA' [ j
' 1950), holds that where a patent. refers to and relieson’
the dlsclosure of a copendmg abandoned apphcatlon, S
such disclosure is available asa reference. See also Inre

MANUAL OFPATENT EXAMININGPROCEDURE Ll L

jongmally numbered but have been arblttanly assngnedfg o L
- numbers in the sequencé in which theywere issued. The -
‘number should not be cited, When copies are ordered, . -
the patentee s name and date of i lssue suﬁice for 1dent1ﬁ- e

catxon

Some U.S. patents issued in 1861 bear two numbers but -

only the larger number should be cited. -
Reissue series. Reissue patents (MPEP § 1401) have

been given a separate series of pumbers preceded by

 “Re.” In citing, the letters and the number must be giv-

en; e.g., Re. 1776. The date that it 1s effectlve as arefer-
ence is the effective date of the original patent applica-
tion, not the filing date of the reissue application.-

Design reissue patents are numbered with the same
number series as “utility” reissue patents. The letter
prefix does, however, indicate them to be design reis-
sues. :
A.L Series. From 1838 to 1861, patents covering an
inventor’s improvement on his own patented device
were given a separate series of numbers preceded by
“A.L” to indicate Additional Improvement. In citing,
the letters and the number must be given; e.g., AL 113.
About 300 such patents were issued. ‘ ‘

Plant Patent Series. When the statutes were amended
to provide for patenting certain types of plants (MPEP
Chapter 1600) these patents were given a separate serics of
numbers. In citing, the letters “PP” and the number must
be given; e.g., PF. 13.

Design Patents. Patents for designs (MPEP Chapter
1500) are issued under a separate series of numbers. In
citing, theletter “D” and the number must be given; e.g.,
“D.” 140,000.

Numbers for Identification of Bibliographic Data

on the First Page of Patent and Like Documents

(ENID Numbers)

The purpose of INID Codes (“INID” is an acronym
for “Internationally Agreed Numbers for the Identifica-
tion of Data”) is to provide a means whereby the various
data appearing on the first page of patent and like
documents can be identified without knowledge of the
language used and the laws applied. They are now used

%00-2

1836 Series. The mechamcal electncal and cherm-" o
cal patents issued since 1836 and frequently deSIgnated e

- as “utility”. patents are included in this series. A citation
5 by number only i is understood to refer to thls serles Thls
- series ‘comprises- the bulk-of all 18 S. patents lssued L



PRIORART CLASSIFICATION SEARCH

by most patent offices and have been apphed to U S.

‘patents since ‘Aug. 4, 1970. .Some of the codes.are not
‘pertinent to the documents ofa partlcular country and -

-some which are- may, m fact not be used - See hst in "B OVERVIEW OF FOREIGN PATENT‘I.AWS

MPEP 901 05(b)

901.05 Forelgn Patent Documents [R— 1]

All forelgn patents publlshed apphcatlons, or any

other published derivative material containing portions

or summaries of the contents of pubhshed or unpub-

lished patents (e.g., abstracts) which have been dissemi-

nated to the public are available to U.S. Examiners. See
MPEP § 901.06(a)(3). In general, a foreign patent, the
contents of its application, or segments of its content

should not be cited as a reference until its date of patent- -

ing or publication can be confirmed by an Examiner’s re-
view of a copy of the document. Examiners should re-
member that in some countries, there is a delay between
the date of the patent grant and the date of publication.

Information pertaining to those countries from which
the most patent publications are received are given in the
following sections and in MPEP § 901.05(a). Additional
information can be obtained from the Scientific and
Technical Information Center.

See MPEP § 707.05(e) for data used in citing foreign
references.

A.PLACEMENT OF FOREIGN PATENT
EQUIVALENTS IN THE SEARCH FILES

There are approximately 25 countries in which the
specifications of patents are published in printed form
either before or after a patent is granted.

When the same invention is disclosed by common in-
ventor(s) and patented in more than one country, it is
called a patent family. Whenever a family of patents or
published patent disclosures exist, the Office selects
from a prioritized list of countries a single family mem-
ber for placement in the Examiners’ search file. If the
U.S. is one of the countries granting a patent in the “fam-
ily” of patents, none of the foreign “equivalents” is
placed in its search file. However, foreign patents or
published patent disclosures within a common family
which issued prior to the final highest priority patent
(e.g., U.S.) may have been placed in our paper search file
and these copies are generally not removed when the

9003

o ]ugher pnonty patent is added to our search ﬁles at a lat-‘ L

er date

Thls sectlon 1ncludes some general mformatlon on_.

- ; 'forelgn patent laws and summarizes partlcular features“ RO
- and their. termmology ‘Some addmonal details on the’_ Y

most commonly cited forelgn patent pubhcatxons may| be

found under the individual country in Part E. Examiners . e
should recall, by way. of contrast, that in the United -
States our patent law. requlres that a number of dlfferenti_

events all occur on the issue date of a Us. patent These
events include the followmg Ma patent doeument the
“Jetters patent” which grants and thereby creates the le-
gal nghts conferred by a patent, is executed and sent to
the apphcant 2 the patent rights come into existence;
(3) the patent rights can be exercised; (4) the specifica-
tion of the patent becomes available to the pubhc, (5)the
patented file becomes available to the pubhc, (6) the
specification is pubhshed in printed form; (7) an issue of
an official journal, the Official Gazette, containing an an-

. nouncement of the patent and a claim, is published. In

most foreign countries, various ones of these events oc-
cur on different days and some of them may never occur
at all.

The following list catalogs some of the most significant
variations from U.S. practices: ~

1. Applicant

In most countries, the owner of the prospective rights,
derived from the inventor, may also apply for a patent in
the owner’s name as applicant; in a few, other persons
may apply as well or be joined as coapplicants. Hence ap-
plicant is not synonymous with inventor, and the appli-
cant may be a company. Some countries require the in-
ventors’ names to be given and regularly print them on
the published copies. Other countries may sometime
print the inventors’ names only when available or when
requested to do so.

2. Application

The word “application” is commonly used in the US to
refer to the entire set of papers filed when secking a pat-
ent. However, in many countries and in PCT cases, the
word application refers only to the paper, usually a
printed form, which is to be “accompanied by” or have
“attached” to it certain other papers, namely a
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speclﬁcatron, drawmgs when necessary clarms, and per-_ " ;k _-
" hapsother) papers. Unless rt is otherwise noted in the fol-
lowing portrons of this. sectron, the term apphcatron g

- refers to the entrre set. of papers ﬁled

In general, pcndmg "applioa'tiorrs are corrfiderrtiai until

a certain stage in the proceedings (e.g., upon patent

grant), or until a certain date (e, 18 months. after fil- '

ing), as may be specrfied ina partrcular law.

Many countries have adopted the practice of publish-
ing the specrﬁcatlon, drawing, or claims of pending ap-

plications. In these countries, the contents of the ap-
plication are publrshed at a certain time, usually 18
months after filing. The applicant is given certain provi-
sional rights upon publication even though examination
has not been completed or in some cases has not even be-
gun at the time of publication.

This publication may take either of two forms. In the
first form, some countries publish a notice giving certain
particulars in their official journal and thereafter any
one may see the papers at the patent office or order cop-
ies. This procedure is referred to as “laying open for
public inspection”. There is no printed publication of the
specification, although an abstract may be published in
printed form. If anyone can inspect or obtain copies of
the laid open application, then it is sufficiently accessible
to the public to constitute a “publication” within the
meaning of 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and (b). The full applica-
tion is thus available as prior art as of either the date of
publication of its notice or its laying open to public in-
spection if this is a later date; In re Wyer, 210 USPQ 790
(CCPA 1981). >See MPEP § 2127(c).<

In the second form, several other countries publish the
specifications of pending applications in printed form at
a specified time, usually 18 months after filing. These
documents, of course, constitute references as printed
publications.

4. Administrati

Patent law administration varies from country to
country. In some countries, all that is undertaken is an
inspection of the papers to determine if they are in prop-
er form. Other countries perform an examination of the
merits on the basis of an extensive search of the prior art,
asis done in the U.S. The former are referred to as non-
examining or registration countries, although some sys-
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: ‘_ tems allow for a rejectlon on, matters aPparem oit the”'-;'f_' 5
face of the papers, such as matters of form or statutory' o
k:"subject matter.: B

Ofthe’ exammmg courttnes, the extent of the materral»}

o -searched prior to issue varies greatly Only a few coun- - .
- tries include both therr own. patents and a. substantlal; L
amount of forergn patent matenal and nonpatent publi-.
 cations in their search files. Some countries specrf' cally ) -;
_k limit the search by rule, or lack or facrhtres, to theirown = - -

patents with very little or no addmonal materral ‘Anin-

~ creasing number of countrres are requiring applrcants to

give information concerning references cited i in corre-
sponding applications filed in other countrres '

5. Opposition

Some examining countries consider participation by
the public as an inherent feature of their examining sys-
tem. When an application is found to be allowable by the
examiner, it is “published” for opposition. Then there is
a period, usually 3 or 4 months, within which members of
the public can oppose the grant of the patent. In some
countries, the opposing party can be any person or com-
pany. In other countrics, only those parties who are af-
fected by the outcome can participate in the opposition.
The opposition is an infer partes proceeding and the op-
posing party can ordinarily raise any ground on the basis
of which a patent would be refused or held invalid, in-
cluding any applicable references.

The publication for opposition may take the form of a
laying open of the application by the publication of a no-
tice in the official journal with the application being then
open to public inspection and the obtaining of copies.
Otherwise publication occurs by the issue of the applica-
tions in printed form. Either way, these published docu-
ments constitute printed publications which are avail-
able as references under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and (b).

6. The Patent

Practices and terminology vary worldwide regarding
patents. In some countries, there is no “letters patent”
document which creates and grants the rights. In other
countries, the examiner grants the patent by signing the
required paper. In a few countries, the patent is granted
by operation of law after certain events have occurred.
The term “granting the patent” is used here for conve-
nience, but it should be noted that 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and
102(b) do not use this terminology.
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Ahstof‘ anted patentsrsordmanly bhshedmeach;

the grant, -

‘The length of trme for Wthh the patent is enforceable -
(the patent term) varies from country to"country. The *
term of the patent may start as of the grant of the patent -

or as of the filing date of the applrcatlon ,

Most countries require the payment of perrodlc fees,

to maintain a patent in force These fees often start a few

years after filing and increase progressively dunng the
term of the patent. If these fees are not paid within the

time allowed, the patent lapses and is no longer in force.
This lapsing does not affect the use of the patent as a ref-
erence.

7. Patents of addition

Some countries issue patents of addition which should
be identified as such and, when separately numbered as
in France, the number of the addition patent shouid be
cited. “Patents of addition” generally cover improve-
ments of a patented parent invention and can be ob-
tained by the owner of the parent invention. Inventive-
ness in relation to the parent invention need not be dem-
onstrated and the term is governed by the term of the
parent patent.

C. CORRESPONDING SPECIFICATIONS IN A
FAMILY OF PATENTS

Since a separate patent must be obtained in each
country in which patent rights are desired (except for EF,
the European Patent Convention, and AP, the African
Regional Industrial Property Organization, whose mem-
bers issue a common patent), there may be a large num-
ber of patents issued in different countries for the same
invention. This group of patents is referred to as a family
of patents.

All of the countries listed in Part E are parties to the
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Prop-
erty and provide for the right of priority. If an applica-

wrth the day of grant, mstead pubhcatron occurs ashort
 time thereafter There also are a few countrles in which -
- pubhcatlon does not take place untll several years after

" claimed and to give the country, date ,and number of the ..
priority application. This data: serves. the -purpose, =
* among others, of énabling any patent base on the pnor-y;;u -
ity applrcatlon to be easily located. - " ,
In general, the spcclficatron of the second appltcatlon S
is identical in substance to the specrﬁcatlon of the first. -
‘In many instances; the second, if in another language, is
simply a translation of the first with perhaps some varia-
tion in purely formal parts. Butin a minority of cases, the

two may not be ldentrcal For mstance, sometimes two

applications filed in one country are combined into one '
“second application which i filed in another country Al-
“ternatively, a second apphcatlon could be filed for only

part of the disclosure of the the prrorlty apphcatlon The

second application may have the relationship to the first
which we refer to as a continuation—in—part (e.g., the
second application includes additional subject matter
discovered after the first was filed). In some instances,
the second application could have its disclosure dimin-
ished or increased, to meet the requirements or practices
of the second countiy.

Duplicate or substantially duphcate versions of a for-
eign language specification, in English or some other

language known to the Examiner, can sometimes be

found. Itis possible to cite a forcign language specifica-
tion as a reference, while at the same time citing an En-
glish language version of the specifications with a later
date as a convenient translation if the latter is in fact a
translation. Questions as to content in such cases must
be settled based on the specification which was used as
the reference.

If a U.S. patent being considered as a reference claims
the priority of a previously filed foreign application, it
may be desirable to determine if the foreign application
has issued or has been published, to see if there is an ear-
lier date. For example, it has occurred that an examiner
rejected claims on the basis of a U.S. patent and the ap-
plicant filed affidavits to overcome the filing date of the
reference; the affidavits were controversial and the case
went to appeal, with extensive brief and examiner’s
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 answer havmg been ﬁled Afterall tlus work somebody k
~noticed that the U. S. patent reference clalmed the pnor-\
ityofa forelgn appltcatlon ﬁled inacountryinwhich pat-
ents were issued falrly soon, checked the foreign applica- -
tion, and dtscovered that the forelgn patenthad notonly .

been 1ssued but also published in- printed form, more
than 1 year pnor to the ﬁlmg date of the apphcatlon on
‘appeal.

If a foreign | patent or spectf' ication claims the priority
of a U.S. application, it can be determined whether the

latter is abandoned, still pending, or patented Even if .

the U.S. case is or becomes patented, however, the for-
eign documents may still be useful as supplying an earlier
printed publication date. -

If a foreign patent or specification clalms the priority
of an application in another foreign country, it may
sometimes be desirable to check the latter to determine
if the subject matter was patented or published at an ear-
lier date. As an example, if a British specification being
considered as a reference claims the priority of an ap-
plication filed in Belgium, it is known at once that a con-
siderably earlier effective date can be established, if
needed, because Belgian patents issue soon after filing.
In addition, if the application referred to was filed in one
of the countries which publish applications in printed
form 18 months after filing, the subject matter of the ap-
plication will be available as a printed publication as of
the 18 month publishing date. These remarks obviously
also apply to a U.S. patent claiming a foreign priority.

The determination of whether a foreign patent has
been issued or the application published is a compara-
tively simple matter for some countries, but for some it is
quite laborious and time—consuming and may not even
be possible from Scientific and Technical Information
Center maintained sources. Other sources for this data
which are not maintained by the Office do exist and can
be utilized for locating corresponding patents. One
source is Chemical Abstracts which publishes abstracts of
patents from a large number of countries. Only one pat-
ent or published specification from a family is abstracted
in full and any related family members issued or pub-
lished are cross—referenced. Its annual indexes include
lists of patent numbers, and also include patentees’ and
inventors’ names in the alphabetical author index. A
concordance of corresponding patents appearing during
five year periods has also been published. Other sources

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

B ‘for this famnly data are the INPODOC and DERWENT -

- datafiles: . TN
When an apphcatxon is. ﬁled outsxde the conventlon o
‘year from an earlier apphcatlon, the later apphcatlon

may not refer to the ﬁrst apphcatmn Ttishence possnble

that there will be duphcate speclﬁcattons pubhshed with- - -
out any mdlcatlon revealmg the fact. These may ‘be de-

tected when the two copies: come together in the same

- subclass. Because the later- apphcatlon is ﬁled outsxde
. the convention year,’ the earlier apphcatxon may be pnor_ .
‘artto the latter if it has been pubhshed or 1ssued

D. VALIDITY OF DATES DISPLAYED ON FACE
OF FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

The examiner is not requu'ed to prove cither the date .
or the occurrence of events specified on specifications of
patents or applications, or in official journals, of foreign
patent offices which the Office has in its possession. Ina
court action, certified copies of the Office copies of these
documents constitute prima facie evidence, in view of 28
U.S.C. 1745. An applicant is entitled to show the con-
trary by competent evidence, but this question seldom
arises.

The date of receipt of copies by the Office, as shown
by office records or stamped on the copies, need only to
be stated by the examiner, when necessary.

E. NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES

The following table gives some data concerning the
published patent material of a number of countries to as-
sist in their use and citation as references. The countries
listed were selected based on the current level of materi-
al provided for the examiner search files. Together, the
countries and organizations account for over 98% of the
patent material being added to the examiner files each
year. This table refiects only the most current patent of-
fice practice for each foreign county specified and is not
applicable for many older foreign patent documents.
The Scientific and Technical Information Library staff
can help examiners obtain data related to any documents
not covered by this table. Note that the citation dates
listed in the following table are not necessarily the oldest
possible dates. Sometimes an earlier effective date,
which is not readily apparent from the face of the docu-
ment, is available. If an ecarlier date is important to a

900-6







MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE,

'Z:European Patent '

Date apphcatlon ‘made ’-_. .

d’utilite (utility certificate
application 1st level publica-
tion)

Certificat d’utilite
(utility certificate, 2nd pub-
lication)

| Buropean patent application
Ofﬁce S Tena D T e »_avanlable to publlc
A Ein’topean patent specification” | ’Date pubhshed S o
: S : ,EP dates arein: day_
[ New European patent Date published /month/year order v
o specnficatlon o : Lol S
- | (above specnﬁcatlon amended)
France | Demande de brevet d’invention | Disposition du public dela Date of laymg open the
(patent application) demande (date of laying}applicationis the earliest
' open application)/date pub- possible date, This usually
lished occurs'18 months after the
|iling or priority date but -
Brevet d’invention (patent Publication de la delivrance can occur earlierat - =
evet d'invention (patent) (date of publication of the  }applicant’s request. The -
notice of patent grant) application is printeda
short time after being laid
open. '
'FR dates are in day/
month/year order
ER
France Demande de certificat Disposition du public de ia

demande (date published)

Disposition du public du
certificat d’utilite (date pub-
lished)
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‘vv'Offenlegungschnft EREE A
- :-'(unexammed patent apphca- !

' -v:;;Patentschrlft v o
j";(exammed patent) 1 patentertellung S daylmonth/year order
. l(davte_‘pnnvted)_ B PR O P
Germasy - | Patentschrift o Flrst printing coded “DD” . vSeveral more pnntmgs
' (AusschheBnngspatent) 1 (date of first publication be- | (up to four) occur as ex-
(exclusive type patent" | fore examination as to nov- . -amination-. proceeds -and
based on former East Ger- elty) ‘ ' SR ipatent is granted ‘
man application and pub- -. . ) _
lished in accordance with . 'Separate DD numbermg :
E. German laws) ' | seriesis used. o
Germany Patentschrift -First printing coded “DD” Another printing occurs
(Wirtschaft—patent) (date of first printing before | after examination.
(economic type patent pub- | examination as to novelty) : C
lished in accordance with Separate DD numbering
East German laws) series is used.
DE v v
Germany Gebrauchsmuster Eintragungstag (date laid] Copy is supplied only on
(utility model or petty patent) [open after registration as a| request.
patent)
Bekanntmachung im patent- | Published from No.
blatt (date published for pub- | DE-GM 1 186 5003.
lic)
1P
Japan Kokai Tokkyo kéhd Upper right corner beneath | INID codes (41)—(47)
(unexamined patent applica-§ number include first date listed in
tion) (date laid open and printed) | terms of the year of the
Kdhyo Tokkyo kého Emperor. To convert:
(unexamined patent applica- yrs. prior 1989: add 1925.
tion based on international) To convert: yrs. after
1988: add 1988.
9009 Rev. 1, Sept. 1995




v'Ibkkyo shmpan selkyu

kékoku

G (corrected patent specnﬁca— (ds

Upper nght comer ben

_Japén |

| xokai ]1tsu§6 shin—an kohd

(unexamined utility model ap-
plication) or Kohyo jitsuyd.
shin—an kéhé (uncxamined
utility . model

Jitsuyd shin—an kohd .
(examined utility model ap-
plication)

Toroku jitsuy6 shin—an
seikydl kokoku

(corrected registered utility
model)

application -
{based on international)

number--

Upper right corner beneath_
number -

(date laid open and prmted
ist publication when kdokai
not published)

Upper right corner beneath

number
(date laid open and printed)
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: (unexannnedfapphcatmn for
+|invention) - (LA TER
.+ | Patent Na Izobretemye "

s (Patent) »

RU

Russian - | Svidetelstvo . Na Poleznuyu 1o
Federation g Model (utlhty model) '
Russxan. _ ‘JPatent Na Promishienniy S 1 Supphed upon request
Federation Obrazec (design patent) - | only - U e
United Kingdom | Published patent application (date of prmtmg the anphca- ‘
(searched, but unexamined) tion)
Patent Specification e _
(granted examined patent) (date of printing)
Amended or Corrected Pat- | (date of printing)
ent Specification (amended '
granted patent)
World International patent apphcatlonﬂ (date of printing the applica-
Intellectual (PCT patent application) tion)
Property
Organization

90-11
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Alphabetlcal lists of the'forelgn language names of T
the months. and of the names and abbreviations for the

v UmtedStamofAmemafollow 'Ihehstssetforthonlyse-' v
g donotmdudethosewhwharesnmﬂartomeﬁnghshlanguage :

| vnamandthuseasﬂynanslatable

In using the lists, 1dent|ﬁcatlon of the forelgn 1an-

guage (except for . Russnan), is not necessary. The
translation into Engbsh is ascertained by alplmbeﬂmﬂy lo-
cating the foreign language name on the list. =

The list of the foreign language names and abbrev:a— v
tions for the United States is useful in determining

whether a forelgn language patent publication indicates
the filing of a similar application in the United States. -

Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Names

of Months
aaosto August
gout August
augusti August
avril April
brezen - March
cervna June
cervenca July
czerwca June
decembre December
dicembre December
dubna April
clokuu August
febbraio February
Feber February
februari February
fevrier February
gennaio January

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995 900-12

1965, For years after 1988‘ add 1988 to the JAPANESE‘ L

. listopad” . .
' Clistopada .
"lokakuu '
- luglio -
. hitego f ,
* maaliskuu
Cmaart
- maggio
Maj
-~ maja -
~ maraskuu

marca

- mars

Marts
Marz
marzo
mei
oitobre
pazdziernika
prosinca
rijna
settembre
sierpnia
sTpna
stycznia
syyskuu
tammikuu
toukokuu
unora
wrzesnia
zari

* November
March
March’

March
March

~ March
‘May

October

October

‘December

October
- September -

August
August

January

September
January
May

‘ February _
September

September



 PRIOR AKE CLASSIFICATION,SEARCH

RUSSIAN

aBrycrt . ”August
anpens April
Aexabps December
SMIOAL . Rly
HIOHB - - “June
mafh May
Mapg .- March
‘HOROPE November
OKTRGPL October -
centntps September
despans February
SHBAPL January

List of Selected Foreign Language Names and Ab-
breviations for the United States of America

Amerikas Forenta Stater Stati Uniti Am-
erica

De Forenete Stater av Amerika S.U.

EE.UU. S.U.A.

E.U. S.ZA.

EU.A. V.St.A.

EU.d Am. V.Stv.A.

Etats—Unis d’ Amerique Ver.St.V.
Am(erika)

Sp.St.A. Vereenigde
StatenVan
Amerika

Spoj. St. Am. Vereenigde
StatenVan
Noord—Amerika

Spojene Staty Americke Vereinigten
StaatenVon
Amerika

Stany Zjednoczone Ameryke Vorenede Stater i
Amerika

901.05(b) Other Significant Data

Numbers for Identification of Bibliographic Data
on the Firs¢ Page of Patent and Like '
Documents (INID Numbers)

The purpose of INID Codes (“INID” is an acronym
for “Internationally Agreed Numbers for the Identifica-
tion of Data”) is to provide a means whereby the various
data appearing on the first page of patent and like
documents can be identified without knowledge of the
language used and the laws applied. They are now used
by most patent offices and have been applied to U.S.
patents since Aug. 4, 1970. Some of the codes are not

900-13

901.05(1:)5

f‘vpertment to- the documents of a pamcular oountry and ”

some whxch are may, in fact, not be used

" INID Codes and Mmmmm Reqmmd for the Idenuﬁcaum o

Bibliographic Data”*

(10) mcnmnumnﬁmon -

* °(11) Number of the document . - . _
°(12) Piain language designation of the kind of document "

- °(13) Kind of document code according to WIPO Standard ST.16
°°(19) WIPO Standard ST.3 code, or other ldenuﬁcauon, of the .

office publishing the document -
Note: (i) °° Minimum data element for patent documents only.
(ii) with the proviso that when data coded (11) and (13), or

-(19), (11) and (13), are used together andona smgle hne,category (i0) -

can be used, if so desired.
(20) Domestic filing data -
°(21) Number(s) assigned to ‘the app]xcatlon(s), e.g, “Numero
d’enre gistrement national”, “Aktenzeichen”
°(22) Date(s) of filing application(s)
°(23) Other date(s), including date of filing complete specification
following provisional specification and date of exhibition
(24) Date from which industrial property rights may have effect
(25) Language in which the published application was originally
filed
(26) Language in which the apphmtlon is published
(30) Eriority Data
°(31) Number(s) assigned to priority application(s)
°(32) Date(s) of filing of priority application(s)
°(33) WIPO Standard ST.3 Code identifying the national patent
office allotting the priority application number or the organization
allotting the regional priority application number; for international
applications filed under the PCT, the code “WO” is to be used
(34) For priority filings under regional or international arrange-
ments, the WIPO Standard ST.3 Code identifying at least one country
party to the Paris Union for which the regional or international
application was made
Notes: (i) With the proviso thatwhen data coded (31), (32), and (33)
are used together and on a single line, category (30) can be used, if so
desired. If an
ST.3 Code identifying a country for which a regional or international
application was made is published, it should be identified as such using
INID
Code (34) and should be on a line separate from that of elements coded
(31), (32) and (33) or (30).
(ii) The presentation of priority application numbersshouldbe
as recommended in WIPO Standards ST/ C and in ST.34.
(40)
°°(4t) Date of making available to the public by viewing, or copying
onrequest, anunexamined document, onwhich no grant has taken place
on or before the said date.
°°(42) Date of making available to the public by viewing, or copying
onrequest, angiamined document, onwhich nogrant hastaken placeon
or before the said date
°°(43) Date of publication by printing or similar process of an
unexamined document, on which no grant has taken place on or before
the said date
°°(44) Date of publication by printing or similar process of an
examined document on which no grant has taken place on or before the
said date

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995
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N "°(45) Date of’puhlrcatwn by pnntmg or slmrlar proeess of a,'
document on which grant has tuken place on or before the said date G
(46) Date of publrcauon hy prrntmg or srnnlar process of the

Ny elatm(s) only of a document:

. °°(47)Duteofmukmgava|lable tothepubllcbyvrewmg,orcopymg :
on request, a doeument on whrch grant has taken plaee onor before the\ i

saiddate - -
Nofe: ° Muumum data element for patent documents only, the

minimum data requirement being met by indicating the date of makmg '

-available to the public the document coneerned
(50) Technical information -~
°(51) International Patent Classrﬁeauon
(52) Domiestic or national classification
(53) Universal Decimal Classification
*(54) Title of the invention -
(55) Keywords

(56) List of prior art documents, if separate from descnptlve text ,

Nate: Attention is drawn to WIPO Standard ST14 in connection with
the citation of references on the front page of patent documents and in
search reports attached to patent documents.

(57) Abstract or claim

(58) Fleld of search .

°(6l) Numbera.nd, if possible, ﬁlmg date of the earlier application,
or number of the earlier publication, or number of eatlier granted
patent, inventor’s certificate, utility model, or the like to which the
present document is an addition

°(62) Number and, if possible, filing date of the carlier apphcatlon
from which the present document has been divided out

°(63) Number and filing date of the earlier application of which the
present document is a continuation

°(64) Number of the earlier publication which is “reissued”

(65) Number of apreviously published patent document concerning
the same application

Note: (i) Priority data should be coded in category (30)

(i) Code (65) is intended primarily for use by countries in
which the national laws require that re—-publication occurs at various
procedural stages under different publication numbers and these
numbers drffer from the basic appllcatron numbers

°o(71) Name(s) of applrcant(s)

(72) Name(s) of inventor(s) if kniown to be such

°9(73) Name(s) of grantee(s)

(74) Name(s) of attorney(s) or agent(s)

°°(75) Name(s) of inventor(s) who is (are) also applicant(s)

°°(76) Names(s) of inventor(s) who is (are) aiso applicant(s) and
grantee(s)

Notes: (i) °°Fordocumentson which grant has taken place onor
before the date of making available to the public, and gazette entries
refating thereto, the minimum data requirement is met byindicating the
grantee, and for other documents by indicating the applicant).

(ii) (75) and (76) are intended primarily for use by countriesin
which the national laws require that the inventor and applicant are
normally the same. In other cases (71) and (72) or (71), (72) and (73)
should generally be used

v (81) Desrgnated State(s) aecordmg to the PCT

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

(83) Informauon eoneernmg the deposrt of nueroorganrsms, g, ;
under the Budupeat Treaty. -

(84) Deslgnuted coutrneung ntates under regronal pntent conven- »

llOllS

. (ssjDateofmlﬁmnentofthereqmrememsofamctezzand/orsgof e
the PCT for introducing the national procedure according to PCT -~ :

-(86) Filing data of the regional or PCT application; i e-;appheatron“ o

‘filrngdate,applrcatronnumber,andoptwually,thelanguagemWhrchthe B

published application was originally filed -

- (87) Publication data of the. regronalor PCT applrcatron, ie.
publication date, pubhcat:on numl:er, and opuonally, the language in. -

whlch the application is. puhlrshed 3

-(88) Date of deferred publrcatron of the search report :

" (89) Document number, date of filing, and country of ongm of the '
ongrnal document according to the CMEA Agreemicnt on Mutual
Recognition of Inventors Certlﬁcates and other Documents of Protec-
tion for Inventions.

‘Notes: (i) The codes (86) and (87) are rutended to he used:

~on pational documents when identifying one or more of the
relevant filing data or publication data of a regiopal or PCT application,
or - : ; o
-on gegiopal documents when rdentifyrng ‘one or more of the
relevant ﬁhng data or publlcatlon data of angthemugml or PCT
application.

(i) all data in code (86) should be presented together and

preferably on a single line.

(i) all data in code (87) should also be presented together and
preferably on a single line.

901.05(c) Obtaining Copies

The Patent and Trademark Office receives copies of
the published specifications of patents and patent ap-
plications from nearly all the countries which issue them
in printed form or disseminate them to the public in a
similar manner (e.g,, CD—ROM). The U.S. has agree-
ments with these countries to exchange patent documen-
tation.

It is current practice in the Patent and Trademark
Office to classify and place only a single patent family
member for each invention in the Examiner search files.
In addition, all non—English language patent docu-
ments placed in the Examirer files are now being accom-
panied by an English language abstract. For countries
where the specification is printed twice, once during the
application stage and again after the patent has been
granted, only the first printing is in general placed in the
search files, since the second printing ordinarily does not
vary from the first as to disclosure.

Copies of various specifications not included in the
search files, whether non—English—language patent
documents or documents not printed or available for ex-
change, may come to the examiner’s attention. For

900-14
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example, they may be cited in a motion to dissolve an in-

terference, be cited by applicants, or turn up in an online

search. Upon request, the Scientific and ’lkchmcal Infor-" -

mation Center will. obtam a’'copy from its extensive
collection, or if necessary, from the patent office of the
particular country. In the case of unprinted patent docu-
ments, the Scientific and TRechnical Information Center

will request that the date of granting and the date the

specification was made available to the public be indi-
cated on the copies provided by the country of origin,
Examiners can order copies of any foreign patent
documents from the Foreign Patent Branch. If examin-
ers so choose, they can make copies themselves. The
most current patent documents are accessible through
the Foreign Patent Access System (FPAS), a CD-
ROM—based local area network that allows public and
PTO users to look up, view, and print foreign documens.
Older documents can be found on microfilm in the Mi-
crofilm Room or in the paper collection in the stacks. Ex-
aminers may place a photocopy or translation in the
shoes of the class which he or she examines if the patents
are particularly relevant. (MPEP § 905.01 and § 903.03).

901.05(d) Translation

Examiners may consult the translators in the
Translation Branch of the Scientific and Technical Infor-
mation Center (STIC) for oral assistance in translating
foreign patents or literature that are possible references
for an application being examined. Examiners may also
request written translations of pertinent portions of ref-
erences being considered for citation or already cited in
applications. (See MPEP § 901.06(a), Translations, and
MPEP § 903.03, Classification of Foreign Patents.)

Examiners can request written translations at any
point in the examination process, at the discretion of the
individual examiner, but are encouraged to use oral as-
sistance and/or language reference resources as much as
possible in the early phases of examination.

Equivalent versions of foreign specifications, that is,
members of the same patent family, are often available
in English or other languages known to the examiner. In
addition, copies of previously translated documents are
stored in the Translation Branch. Before any translation
request is processed, the staff of the Translation Branch
checks for equivalents or previous translations. The staff
of STIC’s Foreign Patents Branch or the Translation
Branch can assist examiners in locating equivalents or

900-15

901. Oﬁ(a)
abstracts (See MPEP § 901 06(a), STIC Semees For-

? engn Patent Semces )

901. 06 Nonpatent Publications [R— 1]

All prmted pubhcatnons may be used as references,

the date to be cited being the publlcatlon date. Recog-

nized abbreviations of names of periodicals may be used
in their citation (MPEP § 707.05(e)). >See MPEP
§2128 §2128.02.< o

There are some publications kept or cu'culated inev-
ery group and each assistant examiner should ascertain
which are available in his or her group and whether or
not any of them is likely to bear on any assigned class.

Where a nonpatent literature reference with a docu-
ment identification number is cited, the identification
number and the class and subclass should be included on
form PTO-892.

The citation should be as follows: (S00840001)
Winslow, C.E.A. Fresh Air and Ventilation N.Y., E.P. Dut-
ton, 1926, p. 97—-112, TH 7653. WS, 315-22.

901.06(a) Scientific and Technical
Information Center (STIC)

The Scientific and Technical Information Center,
formerly known as the Scientific Library, is located at
CP3/4, Room 2C01. The STIC maintains three addition-
al satellite information centers: the Biotechnology/
Chemical Library in CM1, Room 1C19, the Electronic
Information Center in CPK2, Room 4B44), and the Pat-
ent Law Library in CPK1, Room 568.

35US8.C.8  Librayy.

The Commissioner shall maintain a library of scientific and other
works and periedicals, both foreign and domestic, in the Patent and
Trademark Office to aid the officers in the discharge of their duties.

Technical literature, foreign patent documents, and
reference and online search services available in the
Scientific and Technical Information Center (STIC) are
all important resources for the patent examiner to uti-
lize. These resources provide material which must be
known or searched to determine whether claims of ap-
plications are directly anticipated and therefore unpat-
entable under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102. STIC
handbooks, textbooks, periodicals, reports, and other
materials assist examiners in deciding the question of
patentable invention in cases in which the primary

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995




hterature B

s“CCOLLECHONS

-leks

The Sclentlﬁc and 'léchmcal Informatron Center ,

carefully selects and purchases pnmanly Enghsh—lan-

guage pub-hcatrons in all fields of applied technology.
There is a modest collection in French and German,
mostlym the field of chemistry. Collections of booksand
trade catalogs are also purchased by STICforpermanent

location in specific examining groups. For instance, the

Design Patent Group has a great many manufacturer’s o

catalogs. Books may be ordered by examiners for loca:
tion in the groups by addressing a memorandum to the
Manager of STIC via the group director. The STIC is

also developing a collection of materials in electronic -
_ patentdocuments the most comprehenswe in the Umted '

formats (i.e., CD—~ROM) in order to provide more time-
ly delivery of requested references. The locations of all
acquired publications are recorded in STIC so that users
will know where to look for a particular publication, be it
in the Information Center or in an examining group. All
publications, regardless of location, are processed in
STIC’s Technical Services Branch.

Reference works including encyclopedias, dictio-
naries, handbooks, and abstracting and indexing services
are also available in the Information Center to assist ex-
aminers in finding information pertinent to the subject
matter of a patent application. STIC does not circulate
reference materials. Books in the reference collection
are so labeled.

The staff of the Scientific and Technical Information
Center makes every effort to obtain current, useful pub-
lications. However, all suggestions for additional pur-
chases that come in from the Examining Corps are wel-
comed.

2. Periodicals

Approximately 1,300 technical periodical titles are
received in STIC, including publications of many impor-
tant scientific and technical societies. Incorporated into
the collection are a number of titles pertinent to the ex-

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

| 'would be: obvrous toa person skrlled m,the‘ art from the‘-_f
general state. of knowledge as reflécted in the -techmcal_

" appropriate cxammmg groups’ ¥ TEVi
- mendation. . TS R R
. Current lssues of penodncals, e‘arranged alphabet- :
1cally and located on shelves near the reference collec- .
tion. - Bound penodlcals are: interfiled with. the, book .

collection by their library classrﬁcatxon numbers Perlod- g

icals on microfilm and CD—ROM are housed in cabi-
‘ nets A list of penodlcals is avarlahle in S’ﬂC PR

3. Ecrﬂmramt.nmuments L o
The Umted States Patent and 'n'ademark Oﬂice re-
ceives foreign patent documents through exchange‘
agreements with almost all countries that print their pat- -
ent documents. This makes STIC’s collectron of foreign

States.

The collectlon is located in the Forexgn Documents
Division. The most current part of the collection is made
available to examiners and the public through the For-
eign Patent Access System (FPAS), a CD-ROM—based
local area network in STIC that allows users to look up,
view and print documents. The documents from the ma-
jor industrial countries for the penod 1969 to 1990 are
found on 16 mm microfilm in the Microfilm Room. The
earliest patent documents, back as far as 1617, and docu-
ments from smaller countries are found in the paper
collection in the stacks or at remote sites.

Most foreign countries issue official patent and
trademark journals corresponding to the Official Gazette
of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. These
journals are shelved under country name. Most coun-
tries issue name indexes; some also issue classified in-
dexes. Indexes are shelved with the journals. Much of
the index information is also available on FPAS.

The official journals of a few countries include ab-
stracts of the disclosures of the patents announced or ap-
plications published.

In addition, the Foreign Patents Branch acquires
English language abstracts of foreign patent documents

900~-16



 for selected oountrles pubhshed by Derwent !Holdmgs .
are in 16mm format from 1972 to date. 'Earher holdmgs P

: ‘Varempaper The Bran

~ patent. apphcatlons abstracted by the‘Japanese‘Patent;
: ,Ofﬁoe, the Patent Abstracts of Japan fmm 197‘7 to date

in paper. -
Many countnes,

e.g, Chma, are provi

stracts will also be accessnble through FPAS

Many techmcal abstractmg pubhcatlons mclude pnt-
ent hterature, the most notable of these is Chenncal Ab- B
stracts. ‘The annual mdexes of Chenucal Abstracts in-

clude, in addition to the sub]ect matter index, an author;. ‘ terials is the STIC online catalog. The online catalog -

index in which the patentee ] and mventor’s names ap-
pear, and patent number lists; correspondmg patents of
different countnes are identified. - Specifications of un-
pnnted or asyet unpnnted patents may be mcluded in
some of these abstractmg semces

4. Snr&mLC&nmgn
Bmtechnology/Chenucal

WIth the formulation of a new biotechnology ex-
amining group in 1988 came a mandate to improve STIC
resousces in this area. The former Chemical Library, lo-
cated with the biotechnology and chemical examining
groups, was replaced by the Biotech/Chemical Library.
The library staff has been developing the collection to re-
flect the needs of the examiners in the biotechnology and
chemical arts. Besides the usual journals and books in
print, the library has been collecting backfiles of journals
in microfilm and in CD—ROM format.

Government Publications

In 1986, the Scientific and Technical Information
Center was designated a Federal Depository Library
which means that it now receives a selected number of
documents published by various U.S. government agen-
cies. Many of these publications are on microfiche or
CD~ROM. The primary search aids are the Monthly
Catalog of U.S. Government Pub-lications and the List of
Classes. All the documents received in the STIC have
been cataloged into the STIC’s online catalog system
and interfiled with the main collection.

Project XL Materials

This collection of books, games, puzzles, and manip-
ulatives relate to the teaching of thinking skills whether

900—-17
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'ng abstracts .‘
‘of theu' patent documents on CD—ROM These ab- .

B :"they are classtfied as creatwe thmltmg, cntu:al thmkmg,
- decision ‘making, innovation and mventlon,
- lem=solving skills. The collection is prim: d at,
‘but not limited to, elementary education andisa result. of
a l’I‘O mmatxve m the

or‘prob--f;i; W

- 1980’s to emphasxze the im

- » Aecess to the collecuon is through STIC’s nnhne catalog B A
i All PrOJect XL matenals are avadable for loan e

HOW TO LOCATE MATERIALS IN STIC

The prlmary vehxcle for locatmg books and otherma—

contains a record of all materials held by t the STIC collec-

-~ tions, including location, call number, and avallablhty
- Workstations for accessing the onlme catalog are located_

in the STIC branches. : 5
-Materials acquired by the STIC are classnﬁed ac-

cordmg to the Library of Congress classification system,i-"k -

‘which employs a combination of letters and numbers.

Books and bound penodlcals are intershelved in the
stacks accordmg to this classification system New un-
bound penodlcal issues are shelved in a separate area of
voh branch, in alphabetical order by title.

LOAN POLICY

All STIC materials except noncirculating items may
be charged out at the Circulation Desk. (Noncirculating
material includes reference publications, foreign patent
documents, and microfilm.) Books circulate for a period
of 4 weeks and can be renewed on request. Extended
loan periods are available on request. Examiners may
use the Department of Commerce Libraries as well as
other Federal Government libraries in the area.. STIC’s
staff can answer questions regarding the accessibility and
lending practices of other libraries. If books are needed
from another library for official use, the request should
go through the Scientific and Technical Information
Center by means of an interlibrary loan request. (See
“Interlibrary Loan” under STIC SERVICES.) ‘

STIC SERVICES

1. Reference Services

The staff of the Scientific Reference Branch, the
Electronic Information Center, the Patent Law Library,
and the Biotechnology/Chemical Information Branch
assist examiners in the use of the STIC. Upon request,

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995



 MANUALOF PArémxAmmcmcmm 3

901.06(a)

-~ collection. ' If any problems are encountered in locating
materrals, using the catalogs or mdexmg services, or find-

ing answers to informational needs, please check with
the staff. They are ready and willing to assrst Querres B

may be made in person or by telephone.

ZQrﬂm_e&archmz

Online computer data base searching is provided by
the Scientific Reference Branch, the Electronic Infor-
mation Center, the Patent Law Library, and the Bio-
technology/Chemical Information Branch. All branches
have access via modems or the in—house system to a
number of vendors’ commercial data base search sys-
tems. These vendors’ databases extensively cover the
field of knowledge and make it possible for online
searchers to retrieve bibliographic information with ab-
stracts, chemical structures, DNA sequences, and some-
times the full text of the articles, depending on the data-
base. This online search service provides a valuable
screen of the nonpatent literature for the examiner in-
tending to make a search of the secondary sources of his/
her area of interest.

Vendors accessed by STIC staff include DIALOG,
ORBIT, DOE/RECON, Chemical Abstracts Services
(STN), INPADOC, DataTimes, DATASTAR, DTIC/
DROLS, IntelliGenetics, and Mead Data Central.
When they are identified as meeting the needs and re-
quirements of the Office, new data base vendors are add-

~ed. A list of the data bases offered by each vendor is
available in the vendors’ manuals located in each STIC
branch. Examiners may request a computer search by
submitting a request form to the appropriate branch.
Searches are usually completed and ready for pickup
within 1-2 days.

Examiners are allowed to conduct searches of online
commercial databases independently of STIC staff.
Training is provided through the Patent Academy and in-
dividual assistance is available from the STIC staff, espe-
cially for searching chemical structures and DNA se-
quences.

Online searching of nucleic and amino acid se-
quences is conducted by the staff of the Biotechnology/
Chemical Information Branch through the use of an in—
house computer network developed for this purpose.
Examiners who wish to access the Automated Bio-
technology Sequence Search (ABSS) system located in
Group 1800 must apply through their SPE to the Bio-
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they provrde guldance on findmg mformatlon in the technology/Chenncal System Branch foranIDandpass .
- -word. On an as nceded basis, mtroductery classes are
' vconducted by STIC staff to assist exammers in under-

‘standmg the sequence seamh results
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The staff of the Forergn Patents Branch of the For- ,
eign Document Division is available to assist ‘with any
problem or informational need regardmg forelgn patent L

searching or foreign patent documents. -

Online search services on Orbrt/Questel and Dlalog
(on the basis of Derwent databases) or INPADOC are
performed for patent examiners by the Foreign Patents -
Branch. The services provided include: identification of
English—language or preferred—language equivalents;
determination of priority dates and publication dates;
searches by inventor name or abstract number; other

. batent family and bibliographic searches, and foreign
* classification information.

Examiners who choose to perform their own patent
searches after receiving appropriate training.through

the Patent Academy can consult foreign patent experts

for difficult searches. In using the Derwent versus the
INPADOC databases, examiners should be aware that
the systems overlap in coverage and have other similari-
ties, but also differ in format, kinds of searches that can
be performed, and patent document and country cover-
age. Derwent maintains superior coverage of chemical
patent documents, while INPADOC includes earlier
documents and more countries and has more extensive
coverage of mechanical and electrical patent documents
than Derwent databases.

The staff of the Foreign Patents Branch can supple-
ment the online searching effort with manual searches of
foreign patent journals, including Official Gazette(s),
patent concordances, and/or indexes. The staff also pro-
vides training in the use of the Foreign Patents Access
System (FPAS) and information of use of the foreign pat-
ent collections.

SPECIAL NOTE: Members of the public can order
copies of foreign patent documents. Procedures are out-
lined in a brochure entitled, “Foreign Patent Document
Copy Orders” available in STIC.

4. Tianslations

Examiners may consult the translators in the
Translations Branch of STIC’s Foreign Document Divi-
sion for oral assistance in translating foreign language

900-18




' patents and other hterature sources that are possrble ref-

erences for apphcatlons bemg examined. Oral transla- +.“whichdonot
 tions are performed for the major European languages . " WIS
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and for Japanese. Examiners may also request written .

 translations of pertment portlons ‘of references being _-
considéred for citation or already clted in apphcatlons _‘ '
Full translatrons are also made upon Tequest. Wnttenl ’
translatrons ‘can be made frorn vrrtually all forergn lan-

guages into Englrsh

- There is a computenzed database located in the :
'Ii'anslatrons Branch listing all. translations which have .
been made by the Branch, and a few othérs gathered
from rmscellaneous sources. This database lists over -

30,000 translations of foreign patents and articles, all of
which are located in the Translations Branch. Patent

translations are indexed by country and patent number; -

articles are indexed by language and author or title. Any

copies of translations coming to examiners from outside
the Office should be furnished to the Translations

Branch so that it may make copies for its files.

5. Interlibrary Loans

When needed for official business purposes, STIC
will borrow materials not available in—house from other
libraries. Requests are initially submitted to the Refer-
ence Fulfillment Branch. Those that can be filled by li-
braries in the metropolitan area are handled by staff who
go out on a daily basis to retrieve requested materials.
Those that must be filled by libraries elsewhere in the
country are requested electronically via numerous net-
works and commercial vendors. Law books cannot be
borrowed by STIC for use by examiners in connection
with law courses.

When a book or periodical is borrowed from anoth-
er library, and cited in an Office action, a photocopy of
the portion cited should be placed in an appropriate class
and subclass. This class and subclass should be cited in
the Office action.

STIC also loans its materials to other libraries
around the country so that occasionally an examiner may
find that the item he/she desires is unavailable. Materi-
als which are out on interlibrary loan may be recalled for
the examiner if required for immediate use.

Requests pertammgto the earhest date of pubhca-i" -

: tion or first. drstnbutron to the pubhc of publlcatlons"_‘f“_
B should be made to the: Screntlfic Reference Branchor - = ¢
 the: Blotechnology/Chemrml TInformation Branch. For - .-
~US. publrcatrons, the staff can obtam the day and month‘ e
,ofpublrcatron claimed by the copyrrght owner; The s same
 information. can be obtained for forelgn pubhcatrons

through correspondence although it wrll take alittle lon-

ger.

8. Touss

Special touss of the STIC can be arranged for examiners
or for outsrde groups, Contact the Saenuﬁc Reference

’Branch

9. STIC Brochure

A brochure detailing location, hours, holdings, tele-
phone numbers, and services of the Scientific and Tech-
nical Information Center is available from STIC.

901.06(b) Borrowed Publications
See MPEP § 901.06(a), Interlibrary Loans.

901.06(c) Alien Property Custodian
Publications

Applications vested in the Alien Property Custodian
during World War II were published in 1943 even though
they had not become patents.

Care must be taken not to refer to these publications
as patents; they should be designated as A.P.C. published
applications.

An A.PC, published application may be used by the
examiner as a basis for rejection only as a printed publi-
cation effective from the date of publication, which is

6. On—Site Photocopying printed on each copy.
The manner of citing one of these publications is as
For the convenience of the Examining Corps, photo-  follows: A.P.C. Application of ............ s Ser. NO. ccvverennas ’
copy machines are available for employee use in STIC, Published ............
9%00-19 Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

- ml.os(c):.;y‘_j{f._f- .

. These are to be used for photocopymg STIC matenals s “
circul __;f Aorformatenalswlrrchexammersdo L
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mark Office stopped accepting Defensive Pubhcatton

requests and began accepting applications for Statutory -
Invention Reglstratlons (SIRs), although there was an
overlap period where both Defensive Publications and

Statutoryvlnvention Registrations were processed; see
MPEP § 711.06 and-§ 711.06(a). Statutory Invention

Registrations have now replaced the Defensive Publica- -

tion program. Statutory Invention Registrations are
numbered with document category “H,” beginning with
“H1.” Defensive Publications and Statutory Invention
Registrations are included in subclass lists and subscrip-
tion orders.

Distinct numbers are assigned to all Defensive Pub-
lications published December 16, 1969 through October
1980, for example.

T 869 001
l = Number series, 001—999 available monthly,

0.G. volume number,

Document category, T for Technical
disclosure.

For Defensive Publications published on and after
November 4, 1980, a different numbering system is used.

T XXXX
&= Sequential Document Number

Official Gazette Volume Number

Document category, “T” denotes
Technical Disclosure

A conversion table from the application serial num-
ber to the distinct number for all Defensive Publications
published before December 16, 1969 appears at 869

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

i ‘referénéean'd document copy requirements.

‘v 901 07 - Arrangement of Art in Examining

‘ mark Office pubhcatlons of abandoned apphcatlons o
Defensive. Pubhwtlons (the O G. defensnve pubhcatton‘ o
and search copy) are Patent and Trademark Office publi-
cations of a prov:snonally abandoned applxcatlon where- -
inthe apphcant retains his rights to an mterference fora o
limited time penod of 5 years from the earliest effective
U.S. filing date On May 8, 1985, the Patent and Trade-

: ents should be arranged in nuinencal order‘ ’

-~ classes in which they are placed as cmss-referenoes A

Some US coples are marked “Cross

claimed inventions or dxsclosures pernnent to the b-~“

Cross-reference copies may be. filed in the shoes along

“with the copies of the originat patents to snmphfy the tasks o Lo

of searchmg and fihng. : 2 , L
- Copies of foreign patents are usually kept in shoes R
separate from and nnmedlately followmg the u. S pat- -

© ents.

All foreign patent documents (patents and pub-
lished applications) involved in a reclassification prolect
issued after January 1, 1974 are filed by a computer—
generated sequence number within each subclass. Each
such foreign patent document has the year of publication
indicated in the upper right—hand corner of the front
page. It is anticipated that eventually all the classified
foreign patent document search files will be arranged in-
this manner. This filing arrangement ‘
aids the examiner in updating his search as well as the
Search and Information Resources Administration in
the maintenance of the integrity of the search files.

Nonpatent publications or photocopies thereof con-
taining disclosures for particular subclasses, if numerous,
should be filed in shoes following the foreign patents;
otherwise, they should be filed at the bottom of the last.
shoe of foreign patents.

901.08 Borrowing References

The search files in each examining group should at
all times be complete. Where they are incomplete, the
examiners using such files and relying on their complete-
ness may miss valuable references. References removed
from the files whether for use in the group or otherwise
should, of course, be promptly returned.

900-20



- currently located in Crystal Mall Burldmg % R m 967 L

- The attorneys’ drop slot at the Public Service Window -
should notbeusednorshould the formsbe malledtoCopy_ N
Fulfillment Sexvices as consequent rérouting to Office of
ClassnﬁcatronSupportforprocessmgwrllresultmunneces -

sary delay.

All replacement coples ordered through thej
PTO-14C program are returned to the requesting ex- -
aminer as notification of order fulfillment. The examin-

er should then place the copies in the desi_gn_ated file
drop location for filing by the contractor in the search file

PATENT NUMBER

NO. OF COPIES

EXAMINER'S NAME ARTUNIT | DATEOF ORDER
TORE-
PLACE
MISSING

CLASS SUBCLASS OR DIGEST
CHECK ONE BOX ONLY

O or 0 xx O unkwown

US. DEFARTMENT OF COMMERCE

PTO-14C (REV. 576)
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

EXAMINER’S ORDER FOR REPLACEMENT COPY

902  Search Tools and Classification
Infomation

902.01 Manual of Classification

The Manual of Classification is the key to the U.S. Pat-
ent Classification System. It is published in full as the Basic

900-21

- pha or decrmal desngnatron
" Class 417, Subclass 161.1A.

pha characters. A com lete i
g requrres both the class and subclass number and any al-

71'161 1A 1dent1fiesi

The Manuai: of Classrﬁcatro

*_rangements of the class and‘subclassv trtles, referred to as v
e uecessanly brief, al- . .
.though they are mtended tobeas suggestive as possnble_ :
of subject matter mcluded Therefore, it.is best not to o -
-depend exclusrvely upon titles to delineate the subject BRI
matter defined by a class or subclass. Reference tore-

class schedules These tith

spectlve definitions and notes is essentral “If a search is
tobe expedltlous, accurate, and complete, the Manual of
Classification should be used only as a key tothe class or
subclass definition and appended notes.

The Manual of Classification has the followmg e
parts: ‘

Current Pages — A tabulation showing the classes

appearing in the current versron and the date each class
was created.

2 ang ed Su - A theoreti-
cal orgamzatlon of most classes mto three major groups,
which attempts within each group to list classes in a hier-
archy representing a relationship for all applied
sciences. This tabulation is for the purpose of assisting
the user in finding the class pertinent to his search,

Qiganic Compounds Index — A table showing the

hierarchical arrangement of the synthetic resin and or-
ganic compound classes.

Group Personnel Directory — A listing which shows
for each examining group, the Director, the Supervisory
Patent Examiners, and the Group Post Classifier with
room locations and telephone numbers.

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995



: lowed by the desngn classes in numerlc sequence

902. 01 (a) Index to the U S Patent
| CIassnﬁcatron System

The Index to the U.S. Patent Classification System is

an alphabetic listing of technical and common terms re-

ferring to specific classes and subclasses of the U.S. Pat-

ent Classification System. It is intended as an initial |

entry into the system and should not be considered ex-
haustive. The class schedule should be scanned for spe-
cifically related subclasses and the definition and associ-
ated notes of the identified classifications must also be
reviewed, even when the citation found in the Index ap-
pears to be restricted to a specific subject matter area.

The Index is published every year reflecting classifi-
cation as of December of the year. Suggestions or
changes to the Index are encouraged and should be di-
rected to the Classification Groups.

902.02 Class and Subclass Definitions

All of the utility classes (i.e., classes devoted to
technology) and the plant class have definitions. The de-
sign classes do not have definitions.

Definitions state the subject matter of the classes
and subclasses much more explicitly than it is possible to
state in short class and subclass titles. A study of the defi-
nitions is essential to determine the proper classification
of subject matter within the U.S. Patent Classification
System.

Definitions are available as full sets on microfiche.
The microfiche is revised every 6 months, with full (ba-
sic) sets being issued in December of each even num-
beredyear. Each examining group has at least one set of
definitions on microfiche and a microfiche reader.
There are several sets of microfiche and a paper set of
definitions in the Public Search Room.

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

" ‘~The arrangements of subclass, 'ﬂectthese changes

t1tles under each class trtle ‘The plant class appears first, -
followed by the utrlrty classes in numerrc seque'tce, fol-k T

Defrmttons ot‘ mdmdual classes:m paper form oron- :

9 p02(a) Deﬁmtmn Notes .

_ Many of the deﬁmtrons have accompanymg notes L
‘ --,Thesenotesare oftwotypes notesthatsupplementdeﬁm-- S

tlonsbyexplarmng terms or giving examples, andnotesre-

 ferringto related drsclosures located mother classes orsub- -

classes. - & g
These latter notes are termed search notes and are

helpful in explaining the limits of a class or subclass. They - |
-generally state the relatlonshlp to, and difference from,
other rdentrfied subject matter collectrons Itis intended -

that each note should guide a user to ‘the extent neces-
sary to reach a decision either to mclude or exclude an

- area containing relevant sub]ect matter.

Search notes are not exhaustive and should be re-
garded as suggestive of addrtronal fields of search, but
not as limiting the search. Addrtronally, since a search
note which applies to a particular subclass is rarely re-
peated for subclasses indented thereunder, it is advis-
able to review the search notes of all parent subclasses.

902.02(h) Search Cards

Many older subclasses have “search cards” contain-
ing the subclass definition in the first shoe of each de-
fined subclass in both the examining group and the Pub-
lic Search Room.

902.03 Classification Information

Current classification information for U.S. patents
is available from the sources indicated below.

902.03(a) Master Classification File (MCF)
on Microfilm

A patent number index of domestic patents giving
their current original and cross—reference classification
is available on microfilm in the Public Search Room. Pat-
ent numbers are arranged in both numeric and classified
array. The microfilm is updated semiannually, in June
and December.

900-22



; '902 03(b) Patent Indexk

“suesand reclassrficatlons o
902 03(c) Subclass Llstings

Computer pnntout llstmgs of patents contamed in

subclasses may be: obtained by request from the Officeof -

Classification Support Listings can be inclusive or limit-

ed by use of a cutoff date or patent number. This datais

updated blmonthly wrth new 1ssues and reclassifications.

902.03(d) Classificatior and Search Support
Informatron System (CASSIS)

CASSIS provrdes access to. search tools and classifi-
cation information through terminals located through-
out the PTO on CD—-ROM (Compact Dlsc-Read Only
Memory). ,

*The following are available on CASSIS in both on-
line and CD~ROM:

oLists of all classifications of a patent °List of all pat-
ents in a classification °Display and word search of class
schedules of the Manual of Classification

*CASSIS/CD-ROM allows word searching and dis-
play of patent titles and assignees for patents granted af-
ter 1969 and word searching and display of recent ab-
stracts.

902.03(e) Automated Patent System (APS)

APS is the PTO online system which allows access to
the full text of U.S. patents granted since 1970. In addi-
tion, APS provides access to current classification infor-
mation for all U.S. patents.

902.04 Classification Orders

Classification Orders issue once a month, each Or-
der detailing the changes resulting from a classification
project effected that month.

Since classification projects issue monthly through-
out the year, orders are used to bridge the gap between

900-23

mg class schedules’ necessrtated by the pro;ect

port the changes m/l ahove T
s Source and dlSpOSlthll llsts showmg how the old, S
~ arthas been"dlstributed mto the newly establlshed sub- L

L "fthe ume a pro_lect lssuec and the tlme the other search S

. T 'tools (Manual Index, Definitions) are updated s

‘ Orlgmal and cross-—reference classnﬁcatron mfor- o
E mauon for individual patents can be obtained by use of

computer- termmals located in the Public Search Room

or by calhng the Patent Index telephone servrce,“

305-5227. This data is updated bunonthly w1th new is-

“The order lncludes the. followmg )
1. Either the new class schedules or changes to exrs' ‘

classes L
4. A revrsed concordance showmg the relauanshrp, :

,between the newly estabhshed subclasses and their In-_ e i i
, ternatronal Patent Classification (IPC) counterparts '

Classification Orders are distributed to classrfiersk
and examiners’ assoclated with the. reclassrﬁcatlon proj-

ect of the order, to Patent Deposrtory leranes, andto -

the Public Search Room. . Copies ‘can be obtained
through the Group Post Classrﬁer or from the Office of =
Classification Support '

' '902 04(a) Reclassrﬁcatron Alert Report ‘

The Reclassification Alert Report is distributed to
examiners, classifiers, and technicians each quarter. It
lists numerically the classes and subclasses affected by
classification orders which issued during the quarter, in-
dicating if the classifications were established, abol-
ished, or had definition changes.

Copies of definitions of newly estabhshed sub-
classes, definition changes to existing subclasses, or en-
tire classification orders are available from the Office of
Classification Support.

203 Classification

903.01 Statutory Autherity

The statutory authority for establishing and main-
taining a classification is given in the following statute,
which states:
35US.C.9.  Classification of patents.

The Commissioner may revise and maintain the classifica-
tion by subject matter of United States letters patent, and such
other patents and printed publications as may be necessary or
practicable, forthepurposeofdeterminingwithreadinessandac-
curacy the novelty of inventionsforwhichapplications forpatent
are filed.

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995
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903.02 Basis and Prmciples of Classiﬁcation

The basns of classrficatlon used in the U S Patent and.
Trademark Office, the pnnclples followed and the reasons ;’f ,
why such prmcrples were adopted are set forthin the book-
let Development and Use of Patent Classification Systems, - St
whichisavailable ineachartunit. Since classificationisthe
basic tool of every examiner, tlusbooklet, partrcularly asit’

relatesto the present classrﬁcatlon system, should be care-
fully studxed :

993 02(a) New and Revrsed Classes |

The establlshment of new classes or subclasses and
the revision of old classes are done under the supervision
of a patent classifier.

The classifier performing the reclassrficatron is pro-

vided with a set of patent copies of the present classifica-

tion. With these copies, by study and successive group-

ings, he or she develops an arrangement of the patents

which is satisfactory for searching. Usually expert €x-
aminer opinion is sought.

The definition of the new class or revised class is
written or modified, the lines between the class and oth-
er classes are drawn up, and the subclass definitions-are
established.

The Index to the U.S. Classification System and the
Classification Data System files are also updated.

Notification of the new class or subclass is published
in a Classification Order, and Supplementary sheets nec-
essary to correct the looseleaf Manual of Classification
are published.

Definitions of all revised classes and subclasses are
included in Classification Orders.

903.02(b) Scope of a Class

In using any classification system, it is necessary to
analyze the organization of the class or classes to be in-
cluded in the search.

The initial analysis should determine which one or
ones of the several types of subject matter (manufacture,
art, apparatus, or stock material) are contained in the
class being considered.

Further, relative to each type of subject matter, it is
necessary to consider each of the various combinations
and subcombinations set out below:

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

Feature Combmed mthBaszc Sub;ectMatterforSome N | R
; j 'Added Pmpose ‘The added purpose is in excess of the -
. scope of the subject matter for the class, asdefined in the; :

stop it on overload and thus prevent Tuining the ma-
chine. However, this perfectmg combined feature adds‘,.:.‘
nothing to the basic character of the machme S
Basic Subject Matter “The combination’ of features
necessary and essential to the fundamental character of
the subject matter treated; e.g., stonecrusher requires a

minimum number of features as essentral before it can

function as such.
Subcombinations Specmhzed to Basic Subject Matter

Each type of basic subject matter may have subcombina--

tions specialized to use therewith; e.g., the crushmg ele-
ment of a stonecrusher.

Subcombinations of General Utduy Each type of ba-
sic subject matter may have subcombinations which have
utility with other and different types of subject matter;
¢.g., the ma-chine elements of a stonecrusher. Subcom-
binations of this character usually are provided for in
some general class so that the examiner should deter-
mine in each instance where they are classified.

903.02(c) Establishing Subclasses and
Cross—Reference Art
Collections

When an examiner finds it desirable to create a
new subclass or cross—reference art collection, the ap-
propriate post classifier must be consulted before
work is begun. The post classifier will assist the ex-
aminer in establishing any new subclass or cross—ref-
erence art collection by providing appropriate instruc-
tions on how to mark patents to be transferred from an
existing subclass to a new subclass, obtaining any addi-
tional cross—reference copies that might be needed,
determining the title of the newly established subclass
or cross—reference art collection, and assigning the

900-24

Featum Combmed fo Perfectthe Basu:S bject Matter.

: Features may be added to the basic subject matter which

- donot change the character thereof, but do perfectitfor
its intended purpose; e.g., an overload reléas :
tends to perfect a stonecrusher by provndmg i
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numeric desngnatnon to be placed on the new subclass. -

or cross—reference art collectlon

All newly created, subclasses wnll be .ulade ofﬁclal so.

as to be a part of the defmed classnﬁcauon system and
will thus . appear in both . the examiners’ and Public

Search Room files. Thei intentis to accompllsh thls witha - -
mlmmum amount of dlsruptlon to the examiners. Auy'

examiner having the group director’s approval to create -
new subclasses should contact the group post classifier
for his or her group. As workload permits, the classnﬁer_'

will be assigned to cooperate with the examiner on the
arrangement of the subclasses he or she wishes to estab-
lish and the defi mtlons thereof. Then, the exammer will
physically establish the subclasses or provide a marked—
up computer printout of the patents in the subclass or
subclasses being affected. On a time available basis, the

examiner may be aided in this task by classnflcatlon per-

sonnel.

At this point, the Office of Classnﬁcatlon Support'

will withdraw the corresponding Search Room copies,
and using data gathered from the examiners’ newly
created subclasses or computer printout, conduct the fi-
nal processing of the Search Room patents. After this is
complete (i.e., the Search Room copies are arranged by
the new classification), the examiners’ copies will be
withdrawn for a short period to go through final clerical
processing into new subclasses and then returned to the
examiners.

The above procedures will not only be beneficial to
the Search Room file but will also provide the examiners
with defined subclasses.

903.03 Classification of Foreign Patents

Usually, newly received foreign patent documents
are distributed by the Foreign Documents Processing
Division, Office of Classification Support, to the Classi-
fication Groups. Classification personnel will classify
these documents and return them to the Foreign Docu-
ments Processing Division for further processing. All
classified documents will be labeled and routed to the ex-
amining group for inclusion in the examiner search file.
Certain examining groups are currently filing a portion
of their foreign patent documents by the International
Patent Classification system.

In a few cases, newly received foreign patent docu-
ments will be routed to the examining groups with forms

900-25

I the forengn patent ns not properly classnfiable m hls '
or her group, the examiner, should mdnmte on the forma

‘Group Art Unit and Class in which he or she considersit
 to be classifiable, if possible, and returinit with the patent
to the Foreign Documents Processmg Division. Any i in-
- dication of class made by the Foreign: Documents Proc-
essing DIVISIOD is advisory only, and the. final dec:slon as
~ towhere the patent is tobe. placed is made by the classifi o

er or the examiner in whose art it is class1ﬁable , :

- All subclasses in which a copy of the foreign patentis
desued should be indicated on the form. Foreign Docu-
ments Processing Division will supply any nccessary .
additional copies and label them wnth the classnficatlons
indicated on the form.

All foreign patents should be classnﬁed and retumed '
with the forms to the Foreign Documents Processmg Di-
vision within 2 weeks of receipt.

If the examiner desires to update the classnflcatlon
of a foreign patent by changing, canceling, or adding cop-
ies, he or she should forward the patent to his or her post
classifier with a request for the desired transaction at-
tached.

The Scientific and Technical Information Center re-
tains copies of foreign patents (See MPEP § 901.06(a))
so that foreign patents, known by country, number, and
publication date, can be inspected in the Scientific and
Technical Information Center or photocopies ordered.

Examiners confronted with langnage problems in
classifying foreign—language patents may call upon the
Translation Branch of the Scientific and Technical Infor-
mation Center for assistance, sce MPEP § 901.06(a).

Time spent in classifying foreign patents is allowed
in computing an examiner’s output. The method used in
classifying foreign patents and the assignment of such
work among the examiners of the group are left to the su-
pervisory primary examiners. The hours spent by each
examiner on this work are noted on the individual ex-
aminer’s record of “Other” time (PTO—690E).

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents

The transfer of official copies of U.S. patents, either

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995
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.-.attached When such documents are: recenved the ex- 5 Ja
_ ammer should mdlcate the proper classnficauon for the: g
- forengn patenton the form e
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= onglnal or cross—reference, from one class or subclass to

another requires the approval of a classifier.

Exarmners must ‘submit to the appropnate class1ﬁ i

cation group all questlons of transfer of patents, -

When an exammer desrres to transfer officlal copies .
. of domestrc patents toa drfferent class or subclass, he or
~ she should have a memorandum list’ prepared for signa- -
ture of the pnmary examiner of the numbers of all pat-
ents whrch are to be transferred mdrcatmg only the class
and subclass into which cach is to be placed.- Both origi-
nals and properly ufentlfted official cross—references
may be mcluded in the same list and these may involve -

transfers to or from any number of different classes or

subclasses. Additional cross—reference copies of any

listed patent may also be requested by merely indicating
where the cross reference copies should be placed. This
list with the examiner’s copies of the patents is routed

through any other group involved for its prompt approv-,

al or commient and is forwarded to the appropriate classr-
fication group.

In those instances where a transfer is approved by a
patent classifier, the class and subclass designations on
both the examiner and Public Search Room copies of the
patents are changed and the classification data files are
altered to agree with the new classification. When the
transfer is not approved, the copies of the patents wil be
returned with a notification thereof.

Unauthorized transfers render the subclasses in the
Public Search Room no longer duplicates of those in the
examiners’ rooms, and also render incorrect the classifi-
cation data files.

The procedure for transferring an entire class or
subclass from one group to another is given in the Manu-
al of Clerical Operations.

903.06 Practice To Be Followed in Ordering
Official Cross—References

Patents which are useful as references may be found
either in the course of a search or from inspection of the
Official Gazette each week. All patent copies in official
subclasses, cross—reference art collections, and digests
are now recorded on the Master Classification File
(MCF). In order that the search file be complete as to
patent copies and to ensure the accuracy of the MCEF, it is

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

neoessary that each patent copy subsequently added to .

: fthe search file be recorded. - o o
. 'The, informal placement of cross—references as
o “Unoffrclal Patents” into the examiner’s search file ls" Sl
prohrbnted -All patent coples now placed in the examin-
~er’s search file are official cross—references. Requests
*for additional cross=references will be utilized by the. -

Office: of Classrf' catlon Support to ensure the placement :

of labeled copies in the examiner’s search file. and the' o
* Public Search Room. ..~ - L

To order new or addltronal cross—’\
examiner should submrt ‘a pmk--colored form,

PTO-14B, completed as follows

(1) Enter the “PATENT - NUMBER » “GR ART
UNIT” “DATE OF ORDER,” and “EXAMINER’S
NAME?” in the appropnate boxes. .-

(2) Enter the “CLASS” and “SUBCLASS/DI— I

_ IGEST” information for each locatnon where a copy of

the requested patent should be placed. :

(3) Enter the number of “TOTAL COPIES” re-
quested. This number is determined by multrplyrng the -
total number of unique classifications listed times two.
This ensures a sufficient number of copies will be ob-
tained to place a labeled copy in both the Examiner
Search File and the Public Search Room.

When cross—references for more than three differ-
ent patent numbers are desired, the examiner can pre-
pare a list of the patent numbers and their associated
classifications. One copy of Form PTO-14B should be
completed to reflect the Art Unit, Date of Order, and
Examiner’s Name and should be attached to the list.

To expedite the handling of requests for additional
cross—references and thereby ensure the quickest re-
sponse, the following routing procedures should be ad-
hered to:

(1) Designated collection drops within each group
for copy orders should be used.

(2) Clerical personnel from the Office of Classifica-
tion Support (OCS) will visit designated collection drops
at least twice each week to pick up PTO—14 orders. Al-
ternatively, the orders may be mailed or otherwise deliv-
ered to the Search File Improvement Division, OCS,
currently located in Crystal Mall, Building 2, Room 967.

The attorneys’ drop slot at the Public Service Win-
dow should not be used, nor should the forms be mailed-
to Copy Fulfillment Services as consequent rerouting to
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the Ofﬁee of Classnﬁcatlon Support for processmg wﬂl
result in unnecessary delay e ; .

| | paTE OF ORDER
- |

1-5-83
UIASE!’ARATEORMNRM NREACHPATENTNUMDER

- PATENT NUMBER «
3. 456 789

EXAMINER'S NAME AND 'ART UNI} EXAMINER: Use this . | TOTAL COFIE}
. . spualcotdutwo Lo :
Catherine Timm } coplesforeach :
.2 classification - : . .
Art Unit 1307 belows . 6
i ONLY ONE CLASSIFICATION PER LINE|
EXAMINER'S NOTES CLASS - SUBCLASS/DIGEST
‘ 200
T
k3377 14
o :
5
PIO-148 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(REV. 5-76) . PATENT AND TRADEMARK OF-

FICE
EXAMINER’S ORDER — CROSS~REFERENCES FOR SEARCH FILES

903.07 Class1fymg and Cross—Rel'erencmg
at Allowance

It is the duty of each primary examiner to personally
review the original classification and cross—referencing

made by his or her assistants of every application passed -

for issue and to print his or her full name on the blue is-
sue classification slip to show that this review has been
made.

Both the blue issue classification slip (PTO-270)
and the file wrapper provide spaces for the full names of
the “Assistant Examiner” and “Primary Examiner.”

An examiner with full signatory authority who acts
personally on an application and sends it to issue should
print his or her full name on the blue issue slip and stamp
andsign the file wrapper ONLY in the “Primary Examiner”
space. A line should be drawn through the Assistant Ex-
aminer spaces on both the blue issue slip and the file wrap-
per to make it clear that the absence of information in the
box was not an oversight.

The initial classification of pending applications and
the drawings thereof will have been indicated in pencil by
the supervisory primary examiner. See MPEP
§ 903.08(b).

However, an application, properly classified at the
start of examination, may be improperly classified when

900-27

it is ready for allowance The allewed clalms should be: l‘ P
rteviewed in order to determine the. subjéct matter cov--
" ered thereby. It is the disclosed subject matter covered
by the allowed claims that determmes the ortgmal classr-‘-" e
 fication of U.S. patents. - : o

The procedure for detemumng the classrﬁcatron of - :

. -anissning apphcatron isas follows every clalm, whether‘ o

o mdependent or dependent, must be. consldered sepa-

‘ ”rately for classification. A separate mandatory classrﬁca-

tion'is, requlred for each claim whlch is classrﬁable ina.

-~ different class or subclass. After all mandatory classifica-

tions have been deterniinied, the classnﬁcatron tobe des- :
ignated as the original (OR) is determmed If. the man '

_datory classrficatlons arein dlfferent classes, the ongmal : :.'

class is that in which the most comprehensrve claim is -

 classified (if the most comprehensrve clarm cannotbede-
termined, the superiority of statutory categones ofin- -~

ventions applies, as discussed in section 711 ¢f “Develop-
ment and Use of the U.S. Patent Classﬁcatwn System™).
Within the original class, the mandatory classification

that appears first (highest) in the schedule controls origi-

nal classification. All remaining mandatory- classifica-
tions are designated as cross—references, as are any
additional discretionary classifications that the examin-
er wishes to apply to the patent.

Only the correct original classification should be left
on the file and drawing of each apphcatron when passed
for issue.

The examiner must legibly fill out a blue issue classi-
fication slip (PTO~270) or a salmon slip (PTO—328) in
the case of designs to indicate the class and subclass in
which the patent should be classified as an original and
also the classifications in which it should appear as a
cross—reference. The examiner should be certain that
all subclasses into which cross—references are placed are
still valid. The examiner attaches the blue issue classifi-
cation slip to the inside of the left fold of the file wrapper
to be forwarded to the Patent Issue Division.

The examiner also enters the final original classifi-
cation appearing on the issue classification slip in the
space provided on the front of the file and in the space
provided in the stamping at the top margin of the draw-
ing. Care should be exercised to see that all three entries
of the classification are correct and in agreement, partic-
ularly after any alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
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o patent wxll be prmted w1th an erroneous classnﬁcatnon
onmproperly pos1tnoned in the Ojﬁcml Gazette

, *All examiners are requested to fill in the ongmal_“ T
class and subclass on the drawings in large numerals us- o
: mgasmuch of the s  space provndedasfeasnble In thnsway,,’ﬁ SRR
the filing of drawings and’ subsequent retrieval by the
Patent Issue Division will be greatly alded See also. :

MPEP § 1302 10

All exammers must mclude alpha subclass desngna-- o
tors on the blue issue slips (P’l‘0—270) at the time of is-
sue when' appropnate This applles to both the ongmal i

classification and - the - cross—reference classnficatlon o
Any time that a patent is being issued in or cross—refer- b

enced to a subclass eontalmng alpha subclasses, the al-

pha designation for the proper alpha subclass must bein--
cluded on the blue issue slip. No other designation i isper-

missible. Inclusion of only the numeric designation of a

subclass which includes an alpha subclass designation is -

anincomplete and improper entry on a blue issue slip. A

numeric subclass from which alpha subclasses have been

created is designated with an “R” (denoting residual)
and if the patent does not fit an indented alpha subclass,
the blue slip should include the “R” designation. It is
permissible to place multiple copies of a patent into a
single set of alpha subclasses.

When the original patent is classified in an alpha
subclass (including the “R” subclass), the front of the
file wrapper and the drawing should also include the al-
pha designation.

Digests and cross—reference art collections should
also be included on the blue issue slip, but the original
classification must never be a digest or cross—reference
art collection. The indication for a copy of a patent in a
digest or cross—reference art collection must be in the
cross—reference area of the blue issue slip. A digest must
be identified by class number, alpha characters DIG, and
appropriate digest number.

APPLICATIONS IN ISSUE

Where an official Classification Order affects an ap-
plication already passed to issue, the classification group
makes the necessary changes on the file wrapper, blue
slip, and drawing, if any.

Applications which already have been sent to the
printer will be classified by the classification group at the
time the patent issues.
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MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE

903 07(3) Cmss—Referencing e Keep |

Systemaﬁc Notes During
Pmsecution e -

Throughout the exammatnon of the case, systematlc‘

: notes shouldbekept astocross-referenees neededeither .~
due to claimed or unclaimed disclosure, Examiners han-.
dling related subject matter should be consulted during =~
prosecution (whether they handle larger unclalmed com-

- binations or claimed or unclaimed; but dlsclosed, subeom-~ ﬁ
“binations), and asked if cross—references are needed

Each consultatlon involving a- question of the | pro-

- priety of the classﬁ'icatlon of subject matter and/or the - |

need for a cross—r_eference must be recorded in the

SEARCH NOTES box on the file wrapper and must in- -
- clude: the name of each examiner consulted, the date

that the consultation took place, and the results of the
consultation including the consulted examiners’ or ex-

~ aminer’s indication of where claimed subject matter is

properly classified and where subject matter disclosed

‘but unclaimed is properly classified and whetherornota

cross—reference is needed.

A cross—reference MUST be prowded for all
CLAIMED disclosure where possible and inserted on
the blue issue classification slip at time of issue.

903.07(b) Issuing in Another Examining
- Group Without Transfer

When an examiner issues a prospective patent in
another examining group, he or she notes in the space
provided on the blue issue classification slip, in red ink,
the class and subclass of the other group, and in paren-
theses the number of said other group. (The initials of
said other primary examiner must appear in the block to
the right of the original classification.) In the lower left
corner, the examiner writes his or her own group number
in black ink. (When the patent issues, the classification
group will, as a matter of routine, send the necessary no-
tices to the group involved.)

The sending of cases to issue from one group and as-
signing them to classes in another group is restricted to
those situations where both examiners concur in the pro-
posed classification of the patent, which must be shown
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’903 08 Applicatlo Assrgnment and
S 'll'ansfer'[R—l] S

“The utles supemsory patent exammer,” “supem~
sory primary examiner,” ‘and “primary examiner,” as

used in this Chapter 900, mclude in their deﬁnmon any
person designated by them to act on their behalf. Itis - .
recogmzed that authonty to accept or refuse the transfer
of an application may be delegated when such authonty B

is deserved.

The examining group to Wthh an appllcatlon is as-
signed is responsible for its examination until such time
as the application is officially transferred to another -

group by the classification group.

The primary examiners have full authority to accept
any application submitted to them that they believe is
properly classifiable in a class in their art unit.

Applicants may be advised of expected application
transfers by using Form Paragraph 5.03.

9 5.03 ** >Reassignment Affecting< Application
** >Location<

** >Thegroupand/orartuniticcation ofyourapplicationin
the PTOhaschanged. Toaidin correlating any papersfor this ap-
plication, all further correspondence regarding this application
should be directed to Group Art Unit [1).

Examiner Note:

This paragraph should be used in all Office actions when the location
of an application is changed due to a reassignment of the art, transfer of
the application to adifferent group or artunit, or transferof anexaminer
and the examiner’s docket.<

903.08(a) New Applications [R—1]

New >nonprovisional < applications are assigned to
the various examining groups in the first instance by the

900-29

ini ngthe 1ssue classrﬁca-_;'
been an iling by a patent

form.

,opmlon of the'prlmary exammer, does not belong to hls L ,’ f
or her group, he or she: may request transfer of itto. T
. another group. See MPEP §.903.08(d). S

_Forin PTO-447, “Transfer. Request eonsnsts of
two coples and is used asa transnuttal and notlficanon -

If the search in connectlon wnth the ﬁrst actron de-;, .'
velops art showmg proper classification elsewhere, the ,
transfer is usua]ly mntlated before the first actlon is pre-

. pared and mailed.

903.08(b) Classiﬁcatlon and Assrgnment to

Exammer [R-1]

Every >nonprovisional< - application, new or
amended, and including the drawings, if any, when first
assigned to a group must be classified and assigned to an
examiner for examination. The supervisory primary ex-
aminer normally assigns them, noting in lead pencil in -
the space provided in the face of the file, and in the upper
left hand corner of the first sheet of the colored paper
prints the class and subclass to which the case pertains,
and also the name or initials of the examiner or the as-
signed docket designation. The application file is then
turned over to the clerk for processing. >Provisional ap-
plications are not classified or assigned since they are not
examined.< ‘

If an examiner other than the supervisory primary
examiner is given the responsibility of assigning applica-
tions, time so spent may, at the group director’s discre-
tion, be charged to “Assisting SPE.”
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Immediate Inspection of
Amendments s

Upon th recelpt of an amendment whlch makes a.
transfer proper, steps should be taken promptly inaccor-.
dance ‘with the. transfer procedure outlmed in MPEP,

§903 08(d)

903 08(11) 'll*ansfer Procedure [R— 1]

TRANSFER BETWEEN ARI‘ UNITS WITHIN THE
* SAME GROUP

. All within the group transfers must be called to the

attention of the group clerk so that the PALM file may be
updated to correctly indicate the assignment of the
>nonprov1s|onal< application.

Where there is a difference of opinion among the su-
pervisory primary examiners as to assignment within the
same group, the matter is submitted to the post classifier
assigned to that group for resolution.
§ 903.10. '

TRANSFERS BETWEEN DIFFERENT GROUPS

Where a supervisory primary examiner believes an
application, either new or amended, does not belong in
his or her art unit, he or she may request transfer from his
or her art unit (the “originating” art unit) to another art
unit (the “receiving” ast unit) using form PTO—447.
The supervisory primary examiner of the originating art
unit dates and completes Section I of the PTO—447 giv-
ing a full explanation of the reasons for classification in
the other art unit.

In the space provided on the form, at least one of the
following must be included:

(1) Identification of the controlling claim examin-
able in another group.

(2) Identification of any existing informal transfer
agreement.

(3) Other reasons — with full explanation.

In all cases when transfer is initiated the application
must be sent to another art unit. It cannot be sent direct-
ly to a classification group. Even if the application is in-
formal, confusing, or contains unfamiliar subject matter,
the examiner must make his or her best judgment as to

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

A ALonAmmm PNNOBROCEDURS

Note MPEP

- where the apphcatlon should be classnﬁed and attempt to :

: ‘transfent there. - .. Ry
‘ Where an apphcatlon s clarms mclude a combma—y e
- tion of lmutatmns for. plural dlscrphnes (chemrcal elec- ;
trical, or mechamcal), a primary. examiner may. requestf L
‘transfer to another drsclphne, notwithstanding the fact - - .
that the controlhng claims are properly classrﬁed inhis .
or her art unit;, on; the ground that the. apphcatron is.
“best exanunable
- instance, the examiner- requestlng transfer should cite R
 artshowing the limitations classifiable in his or her disci- -~
pline. For dlSCllSSlOl’l ot‘ the situations in whlch assign- DR
ment of an application ona “best exammable ‘basis may o

“in_ the other dlsclphne

be proper, see MPEP § 903. 08(e)
PROCESS FOR TRANSFER

When the supervrsory pnmary exammer or primary
examiner determines that transfer is proper, he or she
staples the form PTO~—447 to the front of the ﬁle and
gives it to the docket clerk for forwardmg o

If the receiving examiner agrees to aecept the ap-
plication, he or she classifies and assigns the application
and initials the form PTO-447 and the face of the file
wrapper. The transfer is effected by the clerk in the
group which accepts the application for transfer.

If the receiving art unit refuses to accept the applica-
tion, the reasons for refusal, the date, and the examiner’s
name are placed on the form PTO-447 in Section II
“DISPOSITION BY RECEIVING ART UNIT”
Where an application is refused by the receiving art unit
based upon the classification of any claim, it may be sub-
mitted to the classification group associated with the
originating art unit for decision. Where an application is
refused by the receiving art unit solely for reasons within
the purview of the examining corps; ¢.g., propriety of a
restriction requirement, timeliness of transfer, etc., and
there is no dispute as to the classification of any claim,
the application should be returned directly to the origi-
nating art unit using the appropriate line in Section II of
the PTO—447.

If an application contains both classification issues and
examining corps issues; e.g., a dispute both as to the classi-
fication of claims and the propriety of restriction, etc., it
should be sent to the appropriate classification group. If
the originating art unit receives an application as having
only examining corps issues but believes there is a

900~-30
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classification issue present, the originating art unit may

submlttheapphmtlontothelrclasstﬁmtlongroup Forthe -
procedure in.the classrficatlon groups for. apphcatrons :
which contain- exammmg corps 1ssue, see MPEP

§903.08(c)13.

The time limits for requestmg or refusmg transfer are' '

as follows. In a new apphcatlon, transfer must be re-

quested w1thm zmm of the group receipt date

of the application. In an amended application transfer
must be requested within zgalendmks of the group re-
ceipt date of the amendment upon which the request for
transfer is based. The time limit for refusal of a transfer re-
quest is 2 calendar weeks from the receipt of the transfer
request in the receiving art unit.

Exceptions to these time limits are:

1. All new applications (docketed and undock-
eted) transferred to Group 220 purely for security rea-
sons. '

2. New reissue application should be retained in
the group indicated by the notice of filing in the Official
Gazette for 2 months following the notice before trans-
fer.

3. PCT applications and other special applications
for which a different time limit is set by competent au-
thority.

Failure fo fill in the date on the form by either the

originating examiner or the receiving examiner may re-

sult in the assignment of the application to his or her art
unit.

If arequest for transfer is not made or refused within
the 2—-week time limit, the art unit having physical pos-
session of the application must keep it for purposes of ex-
amination. However, if the group directors having au-
thority over the art units involved agree that strict adher-
ence to the 2~week time limit would not provide the best
examination for the application, they may waive the re-
quirement.

The question of need for a restriction requirement
does not enter the determination of transfer.

The regular messenger service may be used to effect
the transfer of applications, with the exception that ap-
plications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and
such other special applications designated by competent
authority must be hand —carried throughout the transfer
process. If an application is hand—carried at any stage of
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PALM system wrll always have an accurate record of the» )

- locatron of the: appllcatlon

CI_ASSIFICATION AND ASSIGNMENT OF
- APPLICATIONS FILED UNDER THE PATENT
; COOPERATION TREA'IY (PCI‘ ).

Appllcatlons ﬁled under the PCl‘ are treated as any 3
other application submltted toa classrficatlon group for.
classnﬁcatlon except for the followmg

1) they are to be hand—carried throughout the'
transfer and classification process;

2) classified on the basis of the first claimed inven-
tion (However, if a U.S. national application has been
acted upon by an examiner, the subsequent PCT applica-
tion claiming priority of the national application will nor-
mally be assigned to the same examiner.); and

3) classified and returned within 3 working days of
receipt in a classification group.

PROCEDURE IN THE CLASSIFICATION GROUP

The post classifier will consider the statements and
evidence of both the originating and forwarding art units
and will assign the application to the art unit which has
jurisdiction over the art in which the controlling claims of
the application are properly classified. This may be the
originating forwarding, or another art unit as appropri-
ate. The post classifier writes the assigned class and art
unit number and his or her initials on the face of the file
wrapper and on form PTO--447, briefly giving reasons
for assignment of the application in the space on the
form.

Where the change results in assignment of an ap-
plication to an art area under the jurisdiction of another
post classifier, the post classifier having jurisdiction of
the originating group art unit obtains the concurrence
and signature on form PTO-447 of the other post classi-
fier who also states on form PTO—447 his or her reasons
for accepting the application.

Where there is an issue raised within the purview of
the examining corps as well as a dispute as to the classifi-
cation of any claim, the application is treated as set
forth in MPEP§ 903.08(¢), paragraph 13.

Under certain circumstances, a post classifier may,
contrary to controlling classification rules, assign an ap-
plication to a class or group which in his or her judgment
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the transfer process, care must be taken that itis wanded .
- inor out on the PALM system as appropnate so that the




,«903 08(e)

is better equrpped to, examme the apphcatmn Thrs 1s' .
- fully described in . paragraphs 6 and 9 of MPEP_'*Z"’

- §903 08(e), see also the last. paragraph of MPEP: tl ons for Exammation {R 1]
§ 903.08(a). Assngnment by the post classrfner becomesf --

final, and no, transfer should be accepted without, the

post classrﬁer’s mntra]s on the face of the file wrapper. .

- RE_coNsmEkArroNs'

The supervnsory (or desngnated) primary exammer
of the group art unit to which an application is assigned
by the classification group may request reconsideration
if he or she believes the post classifier’s assignment is in
error, by stating the reason-on a new form PTO—447,
checking the “Request for Reconsideration” ‘box, and

sending it with the application to hig or her classification

group. All previous PTO—447 forms must remain with
the application. In each application, only one such re-
quest for reconsideration will be entertained from any
art unit. Reconsideration should not be requested as a
matter of routine but should be requested only in those
unusual cases when it is believed that further evidence
will cause a reassignment of the application. The post
classifier having jurisdiction of the area to which the ap-
plication is assigned considers the matter and writes his
or her decision on the PTO-447 form with the advice
and consent of his or her supervisory patent classifier.
Reconsideration must be requested within 2_calendar
weeks of the receipt in an art unit of a decision by a classi-
fication group. On those rare occasions when an examin-
ing group director becomes involved in or shows an inter-
est in the outcome of a reconsideration, the appropriate
classification group director(s) in collaboration with ap-
propriate examining group director(s) will come to a fi-
nal classification decision within 1 calendar week.

In the assignment of applications, it must be realized
that every application, no matter how peculiar or confus-
ing, must be assigned somewhere for examination. Thus,
in contesting the assignment of an application, it may be
more successful to point out another class that is thought
to be a better place to classify the application at hand
than merely arguing why the application does not fit the
examiner’s class.

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995
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i 903 08(e) General Regulations Governing the_;_;-_, : o
'F_Assignment of >Nonpmvisional< App[ica.' e

>ThlS sectron apphes only to 1 nonprovrslonal ap-'jr :

| "phcatlons It does not’ apply to provnsnonal appllcatlons _
- since such apphcatlons are not exammed €

The fact should be borne in mind that the followmg":
regulatlons are only general gundes, and exceptions fre- -
quently arise. because of some unusual condition. ‘The
fact should alsobe kept in view that the post classrﬁers as

well as the patent examiners are confronted with an al- -

ready existing classnﬁcatlon made up of newly revised

- classes, those revised years__,ago and which have_some—, _
- what outgrown their definitions and limits, and still oth-

ers made a generation ago and never changed. Also,
these classes are based on different. theories and plans, _
some on art, some on structure, some on functions, some
on the material worked upon, and some apparently on

" no theory or plan at all. The post classifiers cannot

change this existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment, but must seek to dovetail the cases

into the patchwork and try to get the applications where

they will be best handled. o do this may violate the post

classifier’s views as to what constitutes a really proper

classification.

1. The assignment of >nonprovisional< applica-
tions follows, as far as possible, the rules or principles
governing the classification of patents.

2. The most comprehensive claim, that is the claim to the
most extensive combination, governs between classes, and
this is true whether there is only one such claim and a large
number of other claims, or whether the sets of claims are
more evenly divided. It is regarded as just as vital that one
complex claim be searched and adjudicated by an examiner
skilled in the art as that a group of such claims be so searched
and adjudicated.

3. The claims and statement of invention are
generally taken as they read; however, claims must
be read in light of the disclosure (claimed disclo-
sure). Any attempt of a post classifier to go behind
the record and decide the case upon what is deemed
the “real invention” would, it is believed, introduce
more errors than such action would cure. The post classi-
fiers cannot possess the specific knowledge of the state of
the ast in all the classes that the patent ex—examiners
collectively possess. Further, such questions are matters
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oof ment for the exammers to determme and are often'_ L |
s been assrgned for exammatron in aceordance with this -
class, the first coordrnate subclass that S | alle e o

open to argument and are sub]ect for appeal

will take. any claim contro]s classrﬁcatlon

- "5 The locatlon of the United States patents constl-‘ i

_ 'tutmg the priorart is enerally controlling over all else.
(Note: Where time. permits, obvious- rmsplacements of
the patents. constltutmg the pnor art are ‘corrected, butf
to straighten a all lines as the cases come up for assngnment ;
would require the time of several people and would often '

involve a reclassrﬁcatron of an entire class.) .

tirety. The question of aggregatron is not revnewed by the
post classifiers.

7. The. post classrﬁers are authorized in all cases,
where they evaluate the facts as warranting it, to assign
applications for examination to the group best able to ex-
amine the same. Since assignment for examination on
this basis will at times be contrary to classification of pat-
ents containing the same character of claims, the post
classifiers will indicate the proper classification of the
patent, if such claims are allowed.

Thus, in cases where there is a claim drawn to hybrid
or mixed subject matter and the supervisory primary ex-
aminer in one discipline feels that the application re-
quires consideration by, or may be best examined by, a
group in one of the other technical disciplines, chemical,
electrical, or mechanical, he or she may submit the ap-
plication to his or her post classifier who may assign the
application on a “best examinable” basis, in accordance
with this subsection.

Some examples of applications which may be thus
submitted include the following:

(1) An application containing a hybrid claim where-
in, for instance, a product is defined merely in terms of
the process for producing it. Sec MPEP § 705.01(¢e)(1).

(2) Where an application properly assigned to a me-
chanical or electrical class contains at least one claim to
mixed subject matter, a part of which is chemical, the ap-
plication may be assigned to the appropriate chemical
art unit for examination; or where the application is
properly assigned to a mechanical class and a claim
therein contains electrical subject matter, the applica-
tion may be assigned to the appropriate electrical art unit
for examination.
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- will have a constant set of rules governmg placement of
- patents therem = :

As mdtcated earher, when an apphcatlonwhlch had

Where an apphcatlon 1s bemg reassrgne ' Afrom

- . .. examining drscrphne to another, under the provrsrons of *
6. Ordmanly, an apphcatlon cannot be assxgned toa o

class which includes one éelement or part only of several -
claimed in’ combination.. The claim is treated in its en-

this subsectlon, the post classrﬁers are authorlzed to re- i
quire the first examiner to cite references pertment to
the claimed features failing under the ]unsdlctlon of the .

~ art within his drscnphne In those cases wherem the ap- -

plication of the reference(s) is not evrdent or clear, the
first examiner should include a brief statement explain-
ing the relation and possrble apphcatlon of the refer-jk .
ence(s) to the claim(s); in case of dispute as to the neces-

sity of this procedure, the post. classnfrer hias power tore-
quire the statement. ‘

8. A U.S. national apphcatron filed subsequent to
the filing of a PCT application will normally be assigned
for examination purposes to the examiner who searched
and/or prepared the prelrmmary examination report for
the PCT application.

9. When an application has been taken up by an ex-
aminer for action and a requirement to restrict is found
necessary, a part of the claims being directed to matter
classifiable in the group where the case is being ex-
amined, an action requiring restriction should be made
without seeking a transfer of the case to another group.
The action of the applicant in response to the require-
ment for restriction may result in making a transfer of
the application unnecessary.

10. Ordinarily, where all the claims of an application
are for an article made of a specific composition or alloy
with no other structure of the article recited, the applica-
tion will be assigned to the composition or alloy class.

11. A class of cases exists in which either no art ora
divided art is found and in which no rule or principle is
involved. (Such cases are placed where, in the judgment
of the post classifiers they will be best searched and adju-
dicated.) Itis often impossible to so explain a decision in
this class of cases as to satisfy, or in any way aid, the ex-
aminers interested. Indeed, the reasons for or against
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sendmg such cases one place or another may be SO evenly

balanced that no reason of any value can be glven

12, An examiner seekmg the transfer of a case may‘ '

make a search both of hlS or her own class and the class

to which he or. she thmks the case should be transferred, |
and the examinerin charge of the art unit should exhibit
the result of such search to the appropriate classification -

group. This is the way the expert knowledge of the ex-
aminers involved is utilized, B

13. When an application is recelved ina classnfica- o

tion group in which there is a matter under dispute which
is not refated to the classification of a claim but which is

in the pusview of the examining corps; e.g., propriety of a

restriction requirement, timeliness of submission for
transfer, etc., as well as a dispute over the classification
of claims, the application will be treated as follows.

The classifier will check the appropriate box on 'the )

PTO—447 indicating that the application is being re-
turned (not assigned) to the originating group to resolve
the non-classifying issues involved. The classifier will in-
dicate on the PTO-447 the proper classification of any
claims under dispute. If any claims under dispute are
outside the jurisdiction of the classifier associated with
the originating group, that classifier will obtain concur-
rence of the classifier having jurisdiction of the claims in
question who will sign the PTO-447 as the concurring
classifier. Multiple concurrences may be required for
application with claims classifiable in different art areas.

It is important that newly received applications be
immediately screened for these situations so that the ap-
plications may be promptly returned to the originating
group.

If after resolution of the nonclassifying issues there is still
a dispute as to which group should examine the application,
the originating group may return the application to clas-
sification for assignment.

903.08(f) Post Classifier’s Decision

A post classifier in a classification group decides the
question of the proper classification of the application,
and either (1) returns the application to the group which
submitted it if he or she denied the transfer request, or
(2) forwards the application to the group to which it is
transferred. See also MPEP § 903.10.
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903 08(g) 'll'ansfer to Another Examining

GronpAfter Deeision

O If the apphcatlon 1s to remam in the group whlch

 submitted it for classification, no further procedure is -
*necessary If assigned to another group, the classifica-
. tion group processes the case as described in the Manual, o
Bt of Clerrcal Procedures. . . : T
8 i the case isone whxch has been taken up for actron o
" by an examiner accordmg to ifs effectlve filing. date, it
‘'should be treated as special by any exammer, art unit, or -

group to Wthh itis transferred See MPEP § 708 01.

203.09 Internatlonal CIassrﬁeatlon of

Patents for Inventrons

In accordance with the Strasbonrg Agreement Con-
cerning the International Patent Classification, the

- United States is required to indicate on its issuing docu-

ments the classification symbols of the International Pat-
ent Classification 1994 (Sixth Edition), hereinafter re-
ferred to as “Int. C1.6.”

The complete Int. C1.% symbols must be placed inthe
indicated space on the Issue Classification Slip (form
PTO-270) when an application is issued.

The layout of the Int. CLS is explained below with
reference to the sample page.

Section

The Classification represents the whole body of
knowledge which may be regarded as proper to the field
of patents for invention, divided into eight sections.

(a) Section Symbol — Each section is designated by
one of the capital letters A through H.

(b) Section Title — The section title is to be consid-
ered as a very broad indication of the contents of the sec-
tion. The eight sections are entitled as follows:

A, Human Necessities

B. Performing Operations; Transporting

C. Chemistry; Metallurgy

D.Textiles; Paper

E. Fixed Constructions

E Mechanical Engineering; Lighting; Heating;

Weapons; Blasting

G.Physics

H_.Electricity

(c) Contents of Section — Each section title is




SlOl'lS

tion symbols : o
Example Agnculture '
Each sectlon 1s subdwrded mto classes

(a) Class Symbol “_Fach class symbol consrsts of the |

section symbol followed by a two drgrt number
Example: A0 '

(b) Class Title — The class tltle grves an mdlcatlon of

the content of the class
Example

A 01 Agnculture, Forestry, Ammal Husbandry, .

Hunting; Trapping; Fishing _ .

Subclass Each class comprises one or more sub-
classes.

() Subclass Symbol — Each subclass symbol conslsts
of the class symbol followed by a capital letter.

Example: A01 B

(b) Subclass Title — The subclass title indicates as

precisely as possible the content of the subclass.

Example:

A 01 B Soil Working in Agriculture or Forestry;
Parts, Details, or Accessories of Agricultural Machines
or Implements, in General

(c) Subclass Index — Some subclasses have an mdex
which is merely an informative summary giving a broad
survey of the content of the subclass.

Group Each subclass is broken down into subdivi-
sions referred to as “groups,” which are either main
groups or subgroups.

(a) Group Symbol — Each group symbol consists of
the subclass symbol followed by two numbers separated
by an oblique stroke.

(b) Main Group Symbol — Each main group symbol
consists of the subclass symbol followed by a one to three
digit number, the oblique stroke, and the number 00.

Example: A 01 B 1/00

(c) Main Group Title — The main group title defines
a field of subject matter considered to be useful in
searching for inventions.

Example: A 01 B 1/00 Handtools

(d) Subgroup Symbol — Subgroups form subdivi-
sions under the main groups. Each subgroup symbol con-

900-35

followed by a summary of 'the trtles of its mam subdm’ | ;1
mformatrve head-:: S

mgs form subsectlons, whrch are tltles w1thout classrfrca- S ;

. forty—two point six

(e) Subgroup Title — The subgroup title deﬁnes a

field of subject matter within the scope of its main group

consndered to be useful in searchmg for inventions. The
title is preceded by one or more dots mdlcatmg the hier-
archical position of the subgroup; i.e. indicating that 3
each subgroup forms a subdivision of the nearest group
above it having one dot less. The subgroup title is oftena
complete expression, in which case it begms with a capi-

tal letter. A subgroup title begins with a lower case letter

if it reads as a continuation of the title of the next higher,
less—indented group; i.e. having one dot less. In all
cases, the subgroup title must be read as being depen-
dent upon, and restricted by, the title of the group under -

which it is indented.

Examples

A01B1/00 Handtools ,

1/24 for treating meadows or lawns
(The title of 1/24 is to be read as:
Handtools for treating meadows
or lawns.)

A01B1/00 Handtools

1/16 Tools for uprooting weeds

(The title of 1/16 is a complete
expression, but owing to its hierar-
chical position, the tools for
uprooting weeds are restricted to
handtools.)

Complete Classification Symbol A complete classifi-
cation symbol comprises the combined symbols repre-
senting the section, class, subclass, and main group or
subgroup.
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, Any thll'd or fourth drgr after the oblique strokeisto: L
bc read as a decimal subdivision: of the s or- C
~ digit, respectively; e. g 3/426 is to be read s “three slash®
‘ », not three slash four hundred and -~
 twentysix and is to be found after 3/42 and before3/43,
~and 5/1185 is to be read as “five slash eleven pointeight = . .
C ﬁve,”f and istobe found after 5/118 and before 5/119.
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B Example : S
A 01 -VB - 1/00 Mam group
Sectlon Class
; 1/16 Subgroup
, .Subcl‘ass o
Group
Guide Headi

The main groups in each subclass are arranged in.a', ‘

sequence intended to assist the user. It has not however,
been found practicable to standardize the sequence.
Where several successive main groups relate to common
subject matter, it is usual to provide before the first of
such main groups a “guide heading” which is under-

lined, indicating this subject matter (see, for example,

the guide heading “Ploughs” before group A 01 B 3/00).
The series of groups covered by such a heading extends

to the next guide heading or to a line in heavy type ex-
tending across the column, which is used when the fol--

lowing group or groups relate to different subject matter
for which no guide heading is provided. (See, for exam-
ple, the line after A 01 B 75/00.)

CLASSIFYING IN THE INT. CL.5 SYSTEM

A. Selecting subclasses (Corresponding to U.S.
Classes)

The effective scope of a subclass is defined by the
following, taken together:

(a) The subclass title which describes, as precisely as
is possible in a small number of words, the main charac-
teristic of a portion of the whole body of knowledge cov-
ered by the Classification, this portion being the field of
the subclass to which all its groups relate;

(b) Any references which follows the subclass title or
the hierarchically higher class title. These references
often indicate certain parts of the field described by the
title which are covered by other subclasses and are there-
fore excluded. These parts may constitute a substantial
part of the field described by the title and, thus, the refer-
ences are in some respects as important as the title itself.
For example, in subclass A 47 D — FURNITURE SPE-
CIALLY ADAPTED FOR CHILDREN - a consider-
able part, namely school benches or desks, of the subject
matter covered by the title is excluded in view of a refer-
ence to particular groups of subclass A 47 B, thus consid-
erably altering the scope of subclass A 47 D;
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- MANUAL OFPATENTEXAMINlNGPROCEDURE o

(c) Any references whlch appear in groups or gulde ‘
“headings of a subclass and which refer sub]ect matter to
- another class or subclass may also affect the scopeof the
- subclass in question. For example, in subclass B 43
‘K—INSTRUMENTS FOR WRITING; DRAWING— S
‘ kPENS—wntmg pomts for mdxcatlng or reeordmg appa-
ratus are referred outof group 1/00 to group 15/16 of sub-

class G 01D, thereby reducmg the scope of the subject

‘matter covered by the title of subclass B43 K~

(d) Any notes or definitions appearing under the -

subclass title or its class, subsection or sectlon tltle Such - '

notes or definitions may define terms or expresswns
used in the title, or elsewhere, or clanfy the relatlon be-
tween the subclass and other places. Examples are (i)
Note (1) appearing under the title of the subsection

“ENGINES OR PUMPS,” embracing classes FO1 to .

F04, which notes define the terms used throughout the
subsection, (ii) the notes appearing under the title of

-subclass FO1 B, which define its scope in relation to sub-

classes FO1 C to F01 P, and (iii) the note following the
title of section C which define groups of elemens.

B. Selecting Main—groups (Correspondmg to US.
Mainline Subclasses)

The scope of a main group is to be interpreted only
within the effective scope of its subclass (as indicated
above). Subject to this, the effective scope of a main
group is determined by its title as modified by any rele-
vant references or notes associated with the main group
or with any guide heading covering it. For example, a
group for “bearings” in a subclass whose title is limited
to a particular apparatus must be read as covering only
features of bearings peculiar to that apparatus; e.g. the
arrangement of bearings in the apparatus. Attention is
drawn to the fact that guide headings are intended to be
only informative and, as a rule, do not modify the scope
of the groups covered by them, except where it is other-
wise clear from the context. By contrast, references in
the guide headings modify the scope of the associated
groups.

C. Selecting Subgroups (Corresponding to U.S. In-
dented Subclasses)

The scope of a subgroup is likewise to be interpreted
only within the effective scope of its main group and of
any subgroup under which it is indented. Subject to this,
the scope of a subgroup is determined by its title as modi-
fied by any relevant references or notes associated there-
with,
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,903 10 Duties ofthe Post Classiﬁer o

Post classnfiers were estabhshed to nmprove liaison
' between the classnficatlon groups and the examining
groups. ‘Examinets should contact their post classnﬁer on
all classification problems :

Each post classifier is normally assrgned one ex-
amining group as his or her responsrblhty ‘Each post
classifier is charged with all classification duties relative .

#: to this one examining group, except for ma]or reclassnﬁ-
cation projects. -

A post classifier is responsnble for:

(1) The technical accuracy, adequacy, and complete-
ness of all search systems in his or her group including the
monitoring of any need for major and minor reclassifica-
tion projects including mechanized systems.

(2) The full range of classification administration
functions including the resolution of classification dis-
putes on pending applications, guidance on classifica-
tion matters to both examiners and the public, which in-
cludes outlining fields of search and answering examin-
er’s requests for advice as to the proper classification of
allowed applications.

(3) The inspection of issuing applications to deter-
mine the accuracy and adequacy of original and cross—
reference classification by working closely with the su-
pervisory primary examiners and group directors to en-
sure feedback to correct problem areas.

(4) Determination of the training needs of the per-
sonnel in his or her assigned group relative to principles
of classification and supplying this training through for-
mal and informal channels.

Generally, the post classifiers are to aid the examin-
ers in the use, maintenance, and perfection of the classi-
fication system.

904 How to Search [R—1]

The examiner, after having obtained a thorough un-
derstanding of the invention disclosed and claimed in the
>nonprovisional< application, then searches the prior
art as disclosed in patents and other printed documents.
Any such document used in the rejection of a claim is
calleda reference.

In all continuing applications, the parent applica-
tions should be reviewed by the examiner for pertinent

Rev. 1, Sept. 1995

- pnor art Where the crted prror art of a parent apphca-; R
~ tion has been reviewed, this fact should be made of re- - -
cordin accordance with the procedure set forth at B 5 of R
' MPEP §717.05. :

'I‘he first search shonld be such that the exammer

" need not ordinarily make a second search of the prior - -
art, unless necessitatcd by amendments t0 the claimsby
the apphcant ini the first response, except to checktode- . B

termine whether any reference which would appeartobe

substantlally more pertinent than the priorartcited in - -
the first Office actlon has become avallab]e subsequent; S

to the initial prior art search, It should cover the inven-
tion'as desciibed and claimed, mcludmg the inventive

- concepts toward which the claims appear to be directed.
‘It should not be extended merely to add immaterial vari-

ants.
904.01 Analysis of Claims

The breadth of the claims in the application should
always be carefully noted; that is, the examiner should be
fully aware of what the claims do not call for, as well as
what they do require. There is always danger of reading
into the claim limitations imported from the specifica-
tion or drawing.

904.01(a) Variant Embodlments Within Scope
of Claim

Substantially, every claim includes within its breadth
or scope of definition one or more variant embodiments
not disclosed by applicant which would anticipate the
terms of the definition. The claim must be so analyzed
and understood that any such variant encountered dur-
ing the search will be recognized and selected.

In each type of subject matter capable of such treat-
ment (e.g., a machine or other apparatus), the subject
matter as defined by the claim may be sketched in order
to clearly delineate the limitations of the claim. Two or
more sketches, each of which is as divergent from the
particular disclosure as is permitted by claim recitation,
will assist the examiner in determining the claim’s actual
breadth or scope. However, an applicant will not be re-
quired to submit such sketches of claim structure (In re
Application filed November 16, 1945. 1951 C.D. 1, 646
0.G. 5).
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01 (b).f Equivalents 3

All subject matter that 1s the patentable eqmvalent

of the subject s matteras deﬁned inthe clarm, even thoughi;-{ o
specrﬁcally drfferent ﬁ'om the deﬁmtron m the clarm,

must be consrdered
904. 01(c) Analogous Arts

Not only must the art be searched wrth whlch the in-

vention clarmed is classrﬁable, but also all analogous arts

regardless of where classified.

The determination of when arts are analogous is at
times difficult. It depends upon the necessary essentlal
function or ‘
utility of the subject matter covered by the claims, and
not upon what it is called.

For example, a tea mixer and a concrete mixer are -

for the same art, namely the mixing art, this being the
necessary function of each. Similarly a brick—cutting
machine and a biscuit cutting machine have the same
necessary function.

904.01(d) Outlining Field of Search

A proper field of search includes the subclass in
which the claimed subject matter of an application would
be properly classified. The proper field of search shall
not include those areas in which it could reasonably have
been determined that there was a low probability of find-
ing the best reference(s).

In outlining a field of search, the examiner should
note every class and subclass under the U.S. Patent Clas-
sification system and other organized systems of litera-
ture that may have material pertinent to the subject mat-
ter as claimed. Every subclass, digest, and cross—refer-
ence art collection pertinent to each type of invention
claimed should be listed, from the largest combination
through the various subcombinations to the most ele-
mentary part. The search should extend to all probable
areas relevant to the claimed subject matter and should
cover the disclosed features which might reasonably be
expected to be claimed.

Strategies should be developed by the examiner for
locating prior art utilizing both manual and machine
search tools.

The areas to be searched should be prioritized so
that the most likely areas are searched first..

900-41

ableasa basrc reference where elements thereof maybe .
varied by substrtutmg equrvalent elements of- a secon- -
dary reference;, (c) that a convincing : ard to a rejectron ,
on the ground of old combination is the citation of =

- references showing the subcombmatrons to have

been already tecognized as havmg practrcal and
more general utility, (d) that combination claims can

be ‘shown - unpatentable by combrmng separately. o
classified subcombinational elements where rea-

sons can be given for holding obviousness in forming
the combination, and (¢) that in the rejection of a claim
on the ground of aggregation, the citation of references
showing the individual utility of the elements may better
prove that the aggregative structure is no more than the
sum of the features shown by the several elemental pat-
ents. ' o

An examiner, in each first action upon an applica-
tion, makes an initial endorsement in ink in the space
provided on the left—hand page of the open file wrapper
stating the classes and subclasses of domestic and foreign
patents, abstract collections and the publications in
which search for references was made, and also the date
of the search. Note MPEP § 717.05.

In subsequent actions, if further search is made,
notation of the additional field covered is also endorsed
and initialed on the file wrapper.

904.02 Conducting the Search

It is a prerequisite to a speedy and just determina-
tion of the issues involved in the examination of an ap-
plication that a careful and comprehensive search, com-
mensurate with the limitations appearing in the most de-
tailed claims in the case, be made in preparing the first
action on the merits so that the second action on the mer-
its can be made final or the application allowed with no
further searching other than to update the original
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e \Theexammer should plan asearch that not only cov-
- ers the claimed subject matter, but one that also covers
" the drsclosed features that nughtreasonably be expected S
tobe claimed: “The examiner should consult with other
- examiners and/or supervisory pnmary : anuners, espe-
cially with regard to: apphcatlons covenng subject matter e B
- unfarmlrar to the examiner. . T
" The followmg should be kept in mmd (a) that a com-*_‘ e
: bmatron reference i is necessary to reject aclaim drawn to .
T a combmatlon, (b) thata eombmatron reference isvalu-- -




i search,sh uld re ult if. apphcants mcluded atthe'tlme of
filing, clarmsvarymg from the broadest to which they be-
lieve they are- entntled to. the most detarled that they_

' 'would be willing to accept.

B {1 thus Tesults. that- the exannner finds references R
: that, while riot needed for treatmg the claims, wouldbe -
- useful for forestallmg the possible presentation of claims .
to other subject matter regarded by applicant as his or -
her mventlon, and clarmable with the subject matter be-
ing currently clalmed but shown to be old by these refer- .

ences.

in selectmg the references to be cited, the examiner
should carefully compare the references with one anoth-

er and with the applicant’s disclosure to avoid the citation

of an unnecessary number. The examiner is not called -

upon to cite all references that may be available, but only
the “best.” (37CFR 1. 106.) Multiplying references, any

one of which is as good as, but no better than, the others, -

adds to the burden and cost of prosecution and should
therefore be avoided. However, if doubt exists as to the
inclusion of a reference, it is better to err in citing too
much art rather than too little.

The best reference should always be the one used.
Sometimes the best reference will have a publication
date less than a year prior to the application filing date,

hence it will be open to being overcome under 37 CFR -

1.131. In these cases, if a second reference exists which
cannot be so overcome and which, though inferior, is an
adequate basis for rejection, the claims should be addi-
tionally rejected thereon.

In all references considered, including nonpatent,
foreign patents, and domestic patents, the examiner
should study the specification or description sufficiently
to determine the full value of the reference disclosure
relative to the claimed or claimable subject matter.

905 Miscellaneous
905.01 Photocopy Orders

Patents and/or applications received from Germany,
Federal Republic of, since October 1, 1968 and from Japan,
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‘box headed “PRIMARY EXAMINER (Signature”.

The stamped name of the authonzmg examiner. will be : .
1nd1cat|on of authority for Reprodnctxon Sectlon Hand- -
wntten s:gnatures should not be used. L

’_“90502 Sol’tCopyOrders o

Soft copies. of U S patents for the exanuner’s per-
sonal use may be ordered by the examiner on blue—col- ‘
ored order form PTO~14A: These copies are not to be
placed in the official search file. To complete the form
PTO~14A, the examiner should indicate the number of
copies desired in the box marked “NO. OF COPIES”
and should also complete the “PATENT NUMBER,”
“EXAMINER’S NAME,” “ART UNIT;” and “DATE
OF ORDER” boxes.

When soft copies for more than three dlfferent pat-
ent numbers are desired, the examiner can prepare a list
of the patent numbers and attach it to one copy of Form
PTO~14B which has been completed to reflect the Art
Unit, Date of Order, and Examiner’s Name.

To expedite the handling of requests for personal
copies and thereby ensure the quickest response, the fol-
lowing routing procedures should be adhered to:

(1) Designated collection drops within each group
for copy orders should be used.

(2) Clerical personnel from the Office of Classifica-
tion Support (OCS) will visit designated collection drops
at least twice each week to pick up PTO-14Corders. Al-
ternatively, the orders may be mailed or otherwise deliv-
ered to the Search File Improvement Division, OCS,
currently located in Crystal Mall, Building 2, Room 967.

The attorneys’ drop slot at the Public Service Win-
dow should not be used nor should the forms be mailed

900-42
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HENRY GREEN

EXAMINER'S NOTES
FTO~14A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(REV. 5-76) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

PATENT ORDER FOR EXAMINER'S USE ONLY

905.03 Ordering of Patented and Abandoned
>Provisional and Nonprovisional
Application< Files [R—1]

In the examination of an application it is sometimes
necessary to inspect the application papers of some pre-
viously abandoned application >(provisional or nonpro-
visional) < or granted patent. This is always true in the
case of a reissue application and reexamination proceed-
ing.

Patented and abandoned files are stored at the Files
Repository located near the other PTO buildings in

900-43

"i‘fctystal Crty Older‘
eated in Suitand, M

order, the examiner is uited to mnut hrs/her PALMI :
. 'locatroneode, employee
-andfor *>applicatio

Inview of the hrgh cost of prmtmg patents with ‘eolor- -
drawings, orders by examiners for plant patents and oth- -
er patents with color drawings for personal use wrll nor-

ber, -and patent number(s) |

the examiner; response screen appears on the video

or warehouse; (4) a previous request for the file has not

- yet been filled; or (5) the patent or *>applrcatron<

number. inputted is not valrd

Periodically each day, personnel at the Files Reposi- .

tory perform a PALM print transaction which produces a
list of all accepted requests in patent number order and,

" for requests for abandoned files, in *>application<

number order. The printed record of each request is de-
tached from the list when its associated file is found. Itis
then stapled to it. Throughout the day, periedic deliver-
ies of files are made directly to the offices of their re-
questers by Files Repository personnel. Upon delivery
of files at the various locations, files that are ready to be
returned to the repository are picked up.

With the exception of certain older files, the draw-
ings of patented and abandoned files, if any, are now
stored within their respective application file jackets.
Since it is desired not to separate one from the other,
both the file and its drawings are delivered when a file is
ordered.

905.04 Marking Examiners’ Copies of Patents

When the examiners’ copies of patents are sent to
their respective art units to be filed, they should be routed
across the appropriate examiners’ desks prior to place-
ment in the shoes. The assistant examiners who examined
the application should mark in ink on the face of the draw-
ings, or the specifications where there are no drawings,
such features as may be deemed advantageous in aiding
understanding of the patents in future searches.
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Patent famxly mformatlon is available at the Umted . isc
States. Patent and Trademark Ofﬁce primarily. through . 'Exa
commercial databases.' Examiners have access tothisin-~~ throu
'formatxon either dlrectly or through the search services: " {
of the Sclentlﬁc and 'R:chmcal Informatlon Center .
(STIC). - U :

Delwent’s World Patents Index in (WPI) and Inter- : 2
national Patent Documentatlon Center(INPADOC) are - - .' ‘ s6ose veccee ‘»’ ' .
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