80105 o

B0106(a) - Citation Data :

801.05(b) Other Significant Data

901.05(c). ~Obtaining Coples

901.05(d)  Translation . G

901.08 Non-Patent Publications. .

801.06(n) Sclentific Library .. -

901.06(b) Borrowed Publications

901.06(c)  Alien Property Custodian Publications '

901.06(d) Abstracts, Abbreviatures and Defensive
~© Publications ‘

901.07 Arrengement of Art in Examining Groups

00108 Borrowing References '

90109 Missing Coples—Replacement

902 ' Oftcial Publicatio ‘

902.01 Manual of Classification

ations and Indices of U.S. Patents

90202 Definitions -

902.02(a) Search Notes

90202(b) ~Search Cards .
90203 ' U.S. Patent Classification Indices

802.03(a) Numerical
902.03(b) Blue Slips
902.03(c) Subclass Lists

902.03(d). .- Count -

902.04 - Clagsification Orders and Bulleting

903 - Classification

903.01 Statutory Authority

9038.02 Basis and Principles of Classification

903.02(a) New and Revised Classges

903.02(b) Scope of & Class

903.63 Classification of Foreign Patents

903.04 Stamping Examiners’ and Search Room
Coples

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents

803.08 Ordering Official Croszs-References

903.06(a) Discovery of New Cross-References

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Referencing at Alow-
ance or before Issue

003.07(a) Cross-Referenceg — Keeping Systematic
Notes daring Prosecution

903.07(b) Issuing in Amncther Group Without
Transfer

903.08 Applications—Aszsignment and Transfer

#03.08(a) New Applications

903.068(b) Classification and Assignment to Examiner

503.08(c) Immediate Ingpection of Amendments

M3.08(d) Transfer Procedure

903.08(e) General Regulations Governing Applica-
tion Asglgniment

003.08(f) Patent Classifier’s Decision

S03.08(gy Tranwfer 10 Andther Examining Group

after Peclsion
o4 Ilow to Search

20401(b)

3 m . ;@ e ﬁ" %
0010 Are K

504.01(d) - Outlining Field of Search

004,02 Selecting

Pertinent References _
905 . | Miscel I

3

90502 Soft Copy Orders . . .
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901 Prior Art e et

Eﬂmé't from Rule 164. {8} On taking up an appii-
eation for exemination, the examiner shall' make a
thorough study thereof and shail miake A thorough
investigation of the available prior art gelating to the
subject matter of the inventisn ‘sought o beiputeniumi.

901,01 Canceled Matter in U.S. Patent

‘Canceled matter in the application file of a
U.S. patent is not a rcg)er reference as of the
filing date under 35 g',,(,‘ 102e, see Ex parte
Stalego, 154 USPQ 52. However, matter can-
celed from the application file wrapper of a
U.S. patent may be used as prior art as of the
patent date in that it then constitutes prior
public knowledge under 35 U.S.C. 102(a).

901.02 Abandoned Applications
[R-17] ‘

Rule 108. Abandoncd aepplications not cited. Aban-
doned applications as such will not be cited as re-
ferences except those which bave become abandonegl
as a result of the filing and acceptance of a request
under Rule 138 ‘ :

Whera an abandoned application is referred
to in an issued U.S. patent the disclosure of the
application is incorporated by reference into the
disclosure of the patent and is available to the
public. See Rule 14(b).

In re Heritage, 1950 C.D. 419; 639 O.G. 638
holds that where a patent refers to and relies
upon the disclosure of a copending abandoned
application, such disclosure is available as a
reference.

It has also been held that where the refer-
ence patent refers to a copending but aban-
doned application which discloses subject mat-
ter in common with the patent, the effective
date of the reference as to the common subject
matter is the filing date of the abandoned ap-
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al, 612 0.G. 11; T

Ruls 11(b) pending

« din

U.S. applications are preserved in secrecy. g{‘\ﬂ%
14a) and are not available as references.  How-
ever, claims in one application may be rejected
on the claimed subject matter of a copending
application of the same inventive entity. ~ For
applications having a common assignee and
different inventive entities claiming a single
inventive concept see 804.03. =~

Applications abandoned under Rule 139 are
treated as pending applications for limited time
periods regarding interferences and the filing
of a continning application. (See 711.06.)

901.04 U.S. Patents

_The following different series of U.S. pat-
entis are being, or in the past have been issued.
The date of patenting given-on ‘the face of
each copy is the. ’I)“}l\b]iumn date and is the one
usually cited. e filing date, in most in-
stances also given on the face of the patent, is
ordinarily the effective date as a reference (35
US.C. 102(e)). L

X-Series. 'These are the approximatel
10,000 patents issued between 1790 and July 4,
1836. ey were not originally naumbered, but
have been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the
sequence in which they were issued. The num-
ber should 7not be cited. When copies are or-
dered, the patentee’s name and date of issue
suffice for identification. Copies in stock are
arranged chronologically. ,

1836 Series. The mechanical, electrical, and
chemical patents issued since 1836 and fre-
quently designated as “utility” patents, are in-
cluded in this series. A citation by number
only is understood to refer to this series. This
series comprises the bulk of all U.S. patents
issued. Some U.S. patents issued in 1861 bear
two numbers but only the larger number sheuld
be cited.

Reissue Series. Reissued patents (Section
1401) have been given a separate series of num-
bers preceded by “Re.” In citing, the letters
and the number must be given, e.g., Re 1776.
The date that it is effective as a reference is
the effective date of the original patent ap-
plication, not the filing date of the reissue
application.

A. 1. Series. From 1838 to 1861, patents
covering an inventor's improvement on his own

Except as provided in
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tionsl Improvemea? In citing, t
and the number must be given, eg.; A1, 113.
About 360 suck petents wereismaad, 0 o0
Plant Patent Sories. - Whan the statutes were
smended to provide for patenting certain types
of plants (Chapter 1600) these: patents wem
given g separate series of numbers. In citing,
the ’%‘i‘;"s ;P.P.” and the number must be given,
8. »y . -1 . : o A P o s
esign Palenss. Pstents for designs (Chap-
ter 1500) are issued under a separate series of
numbers. In citing, the letter “D" and the
nurnber must be given, e.g., D. 140,000.

901.05 Foreign Patents

All countries do not issue their patent speci-
fications in s)rinted form. In some countries,
there is a delay between the date of the patent
grant and the date of publication. Generally,
a foreign patent should not be cited as a refer-
ence unless the Examiner has seen the patent.

Citation data pertaining to those countries
from which the most patent publications are re-
ceived are given in the following sections.
Additional information can be obtained from

the Scientific Library.

901.05(a) Citation Data

Foreign patent publications that use Arabic
and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-
cate the date, show in order the day, month, and
year. Roman numerals always refer to the
month.

Japanese patent application publications
show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
in order the year of the reign of the present
Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert
the Ja‘)aneSe year of the Emperor to the West-
ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese
year. For example: 40-3-6=March 6, 1965.

Forei%n language, alphabetical lists of the
names of the months, and of the names and ab-
breviations for the United States of America
are shown on the following page. The lists set
forth only selected, commonly encountered
foreign language names, and do not include
those which are similar to the English language
names and thus easily translatable.

In using the lists, identification of the foreign
language (except for Russian), is not necessary.
The translation into English 1s ascertained by
alphabetically locating the foreign language
name on the list.

The list of the foreign language names and
abbreviations for the United States is useful in
determining whether o foreign language patent
publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-
plication in the United States.




o Aipﬁnflieticai‘ .

AECATO . August
aoldt August
augusti August
aviil A

hfezen March
&ervnn June
dervenca July
ozerwea June
décembre December
dicembre December
dubns April
elokuu August
febbraio February
Feber February
februari February
février - February
gennaio January
giugno June
grudnia , December
heingkun July
helmikuu February
huhtikuu April
Jénner January
janvier January
joulukuu December
juillet July

juin June
esfikuu June
kvetna May
kwietnia April
leden January
lipca July
listopad November
listopada November
lokakuu October
luglio July
lutego February
maaliskuu March
maart March

Mai M
Maj May
majs ‘ May
maraskui November
M8rea - Mareh
mars -Maveh
Marts - March
Miérz March
margo March
it May
ottobre October
pazdziernika October
rosinea Deecember
ijna October
settembre September
sierpnia August
srpna August
stycznia January
syyskuun Beptember
tammikuu January
toukekuu May
unRora February
wrzesnia September
zari - September
RUSSIAN
SBrycT August
anpenasb April
Rewabpa December
EOAL July
HWED June
uafk May
MapT March
Boabps November
ORTAGDSD QOctober
CeHTAGDD September
deBpaIL February
AEBAPL Janusry

Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Names and
Abbreviations for the United States of America

Ainerikas Forenta Stater

De Forenete Stater av Amerika
EE. UU.

E.U.A.

E.U.dAm.

Etats-Unis d’Amérigue
Sp.St.A.

Spoj. St.Am.

Spojene Staty Americke

Stany Zjednoczone Ameryki

138.1

Stati Uniti &’ America
8.1,
5. U.A.

S.Z.A,
V.St.A.
V.St.v.A.

Ver.St.V.Am{erika)

Vereenigde Staten Van Amerika
Vereenigde Staten Van Noord-Amerika
Vereinigten Staaten Ven Amerika
Vorenede Stater i Amerika
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{1} Countries w
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etentblalt;

does not appesz on patent.
. Goes not appear on patent.

(3) Printed appifcation.

plications
: C‘itation Date’ is not always the efective dat,e the
Cean Sugpwied itatien date for Putenting date Pub o
Amzinlia Complete apeciﬁmuon w.-aptad Latiers Patents Sealed* €am lm 8 tlo !
¢ pled npor P peciﬂcn n published .
Belgium (1) Bmv(rce mm Ie. Bngu)oamyé le amvstzpub!le ie. ( )
Ostroot tosgzkend op e.(“) Octreot toegskend op . . . Gctm openbear gomaskt
Bmzse)m - heenn fe...® Bmet mﬁen loczum . og()s) @
oanwmmyagemegdcp.,.mj Oetmoltorlnmge elegd
Canada (1) tasaed. - , lasued. .. Iswued . golegd op.... &
oF) oF
c xia ‘ﬁrmisle .. ﬁmbk..éd tmlo
Dwmn-kv‘ . Patent ndstedt den . .. Pasent udstedt den . . . Bekcndtg]m den .
Oﬂencllggwn den .,
Fintand (1) Julkaitsa . . . Publicerad (4) Patentti myﬁnnstty—— Julkaitzu . . . Publicersd (4)
Patent bevﬂzat den...#)
ana Délivré . Déivré .. i’ubué b]eet
East Germany umm usge)
West Germany | (2) Bekanntmechung der Anmeldung. . . Amegeben am...(2
Bckmnamht .8 i Bekf(mntgemmht nnf ) .3
‘Amfabc der Auslegeschrift . .. (8) abe der Auslegesehrift . . . (3)
*:.::m 2 | A
QGreat Britsin € pie specification published . .. | Patent sealed® Complste apec eation published
phu rpedﬁestion accepted .
italy Dm ai Mom P Dats 4i concessions . . . Stam| nel . . . (bafors 1969
(or) {ar) i (1960 to present)
DB.ean-. Des... hidad
ot ;
Consod . . Conseigo 1 :
ot} {or) i
Netherland Ditgegoven .. (@ Dagrereniog . { ot . (@)
Net nas én ... P aven .
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Opublikowano
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OF, [+ 9 or
Verdffentiicht am . . Brevet délivréle . . Verdffentlicht am . . .
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Pubblicato il . .. ; Paxs;m)eiugetmgen Pubblieato il . ..
; oF
Patent erteilt
{o1)
Brevetio iscritto
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Bmetto rilasciato . . . ;
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Recent patents use; :
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*4nngunced in Officlal Joumd, does not sppeer on patent. {2) Patent.

(4) Identical data printed in both Finnish and Swedish.
{5y Citstion date to he used, if shewn on patent.

138.2




enting : A
tralia, Austria, East Germany, Great Britain,
India, Ireland, Japan snd U.S.S.R., it does not
appear on the printed copies of the patents. If
necessary, this information can be secured from
the Scientific Library. * For the effrctive dates
of Belgian patenis, see the Memorandum of
March 2, 1959, which has been reproduced in 41
J.P.0O.S. at page440. For the eflective dates of
Italian patents, see the Memorandum of October
25, 1960 distributed to all Examiners and pub-
lished in 42 J.P.0.S. 795-8. Comments concern-
ing German, French and Bel%an ‘procedure in
granting patents are found in Ex parte Grusch-
witz et al,, 138 U.S.P.Q. 505. This case did not
involve anticipation but the bar of foreign
patenting under 35 U.S.C. 102(d). ;

Some countries issue patents 6f addition and
they should be identified as such and, when
separately numbered as in France, the number
of the addition ‘patent should be cited.

“Patents of addition” generally cover im-

provements of a patented parent invention and
can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
invention. Inventiveness in relation to the par-
ent invention need not be demonstrated and the
term is governed by the term of the parent
patent, '

For citation of the number of p
ing and specification, see 707.05(e).

%ome foreign countries list the references
cited during the prosecution. These, especially
if they are U.S. patents, may be helpful, either
as references of interest to the examiner or to
suggest an overlooked field of search.

GERMANY

German allowed applications have been is-
sued in printed form beginning September 1,
1955. ose printed from this date up to De-
cember 31, 1956, are captioned “Patentan-
meldung.” They should be cited as “German
printed applications” and identified by the name
of the applicant, the serial number of the appli-
cation, and the date of publication. The
applications printed after January 1, 1957,
are captioned “Auslegeschrift” and have an
additional number which is larger than 1,000,
000 and which will be the number of the patent,
if issued. This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number. In addi-
tion to the above, data customarily given in cit-
ing foreign patents should be used. Printed
applications are listed under “Other Refer-
ences” in the citation thereof.

of draw-

189

German Teility: Models' {Gebrauchemustor)
may be used as references &s prior pstents, but
not as prior printed publications sinice the full
ecifications .are net. printed’ effective 82 of
their: registxation date. When necassary. the
Librarian will obtzin the compleis text of the
specificstion from the German Patent Office.
A file of such copies is maintained in the Scien-
tific Library. . . R R i

Netherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
are printed befgi‘tihi’ng January 1, 1964, Theg
are captioned ©

) Octroolaanvrage”. They shoul
be cited as Netherlands epplications giving the
number, date of publication, “Datum van ter
inzagelling™, name of applicant, “Aanvrager”,
and data customarily given in citing foreign
patents. .

Grear Berraw

- Certain British applications had become void
and hence lack a date of acceptance. Neverthe-
less, they were given a number in the patent
series. date of publication (year only) is
g}vgn"following the statement “Printed for His

ajetse?’s Stationery Office,” and this should
beci_ S . ; cd
British specifications prior to 1916 have
grinted in large heavy type at the head of the

rst page of the specification s number and
year, as 1451 A.D. 1912. This, together with
the name, as required by the rules, is always
the proper citation of the patent. The year

iven at the head of the specification is either
the year of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either case it is the official designation of
the patent.

e year printed on the drawing is not al-
ways the ‘e;ie]ar for correct designation of the
patent. ere it is mnot, the correct year is
shown by a small superior number or expo-
nent placed to the right and above the serial

* number of the patent, as—

1910—No. 499 %
1912—No. 19421 **

In instances of this kind the patent should be
cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No. 19421 of 1913.

France

The date of recent French patents to be taken
as the effective date as a patent for reference
purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the French Patent Office (Bulletin Officiel de Ia
Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of the patent was announced. This date does not
appear on the printed copies of the specifica-
tions of the patents. The printed copies give the
date the patent was granted (délivré) and the
number of the particular issue of the Official

Rev, 17, July 1668




letin, ained: from the
about: five or six 1 Ister thant the granting
dai;‘ei:’l‘hergmgx -date may be used for citation
purposes but if the precisé date is critical the
effective date should also be given. "

The date used as the effective date when the
patent is used as a patent (rather than as a
rinted publication which date is later) has
en the date on which the patent was granted,
indicated on the printed copies by the word
“délivré”, as was establish ecisions of
the courts, the Commissioner of Patents, and
the Board of Appeals. Owing to a change in
i:)hé p}:‘aétice ig the Freméh Pate:}.té Office where-
the specifications o nted patents are
ngw notsmila,ble to the lﬁgﬁc until the date
of the Official Bulletin, it is necessary to agply
In re Af Ekenstam, 456 CCPA 1022, 256 F.2d
321, 1958 CD 402, 734 OG 290, 118 USPQ 349;
and use the date on which the specification be-
came available to the public as the effective
date as s reference. This practice will apply to
recent French patents, going back to number
1,148,401 announced in the Official Bulletin of
July 11, 1957 and back to patent of addition
number 67,251. No change in practice is. indi-
cated with respect to French patents prior to
these numbers.

SWITZERLAND 1
The effective dates of Swiss patents are dis-

cussed in Fz parte Reuge, 115 GSPQ 51 and
in Ez parte Appeal No. 194-38, 1966 CD 31,
152 US%Q 70. It should be noted that two dif-

ferent systems are in operation in Switzerland.
The majority of patents are issued without
search and examination in the light of refer-
ences, and the date used for these is the publica-
tion (veriffentlicht, publié, pubblicato) date.
In two fields, inventions relating to time-keep-
ing, and inventions relating to the non-mechan-
ical treatment of textiles and fibers, applica-
tions are searched and examined in the light
of the prior art and the procedure differs from
that fo?]owed in the other cases; it follows, in
general, the procedure in Germany as described
in £a parte Gruschwitz et al., 1963 CD 859, 138
USPQ 505. Patents which have been issued
under the examination system can be recog-
nized from information given in the heading
which refers to the publication of the applica-
tion (the French and German language ap-
plications, Demande publiée and Gesuch be-
kanntgemacht, respectively). As in the German
practice, when & case is found allowable by the
examiner the application is published for oppo-
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fmiﬁ s vl red to us Auslegesch
printac conies have not. bosn m Emhvedhy the

U.8. Patent Office. If it becomes necessary. in

- connection with a Swiss patent issued under

the examination system to establish 'a date
earlier than the date the patent was granted,
the library can obtain a-cogy of the earlier

rinted application from the Swiss Patent

ml-,es(c) Obtaining Copies

Photocopies of foreign patents can be ordered

by an Examiner for placement in the shoes of 8
class in which he examines, if the patents would
be of frequent use in that class (805.01).
901.05(d) Translation

_ Examiners may request translators in the
Translation Section to assist them orally or with
written translations of any specifications in lan-

ages with which the examiner is not familiar.

%gee- 901.06(a), - Translations—Fequests ~for
Translations, and $03.03, Classification of For-
eign_Patents, below.) . Alternative versions of
specifications, in English or other languages
known to the Examiner, can commonly be
found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-
entific Library. As a substitute for translation,
this service materially reduces the apparent

roblem posed by a foreign language speci-

cation.

901.06 Non-Patent Publications

All printed publications may be used as ref-
erences, the date to be cited being the publica-
tion date. Recognized abbreviations of names
of periodicals may be used in their citation
(767.05(e) ). _

There are some publications kept or circu-
lated in every group and each assistant Ex-
aminer should ascertain which are available in
his group and whether or not any of them is
likely to bear on any class assigned to him.

901.06(a) Scientific Library

The technical literature, foreign patents and
services supplied by the Scientific }Jibmry are
important to the Kxaminer for two primary
reasons. In the first place, they provide ma-
terial which must be known or searched to de-
termine whether claims of applications are di-
rectly anticipated, and therefore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102, In the




. ports and other materisls assist in ﬂecld%gthe
‘question of patentable invention (35 U.S.C.
103). They enable the examiner to make a fur-
ther study to determine whether the features
novel in the particular combination searched
would be obvious to a person skilled in the art
from the general state of knowledge as reflected

in the technical literature.

MATERIALS AVAILABLE
Foreign Patents

The Library receives foreign patents by ex-
change from almost all countries which issue
rinted patents. These patents are bound into
k collections which include one set arranged
in numerical order and, for most principal
countries, another set in order of the classifi-
cation used by that country. The date of re-
ceipt of each patent is stamped on the first
(i.e,, numerically arranged) copy of the patent
and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy
of a foreign &)atent has been received inquiry
should be made of the Stack Service Section.
The Library has a set of officially published
abstracts known as British Abridgments.
These are classified according to broad subjects.

Foreign Patent Journals

Most foreign countries issue official patent
and trademark journals co nding to the
Official Gazette. Patent journals are shelved
under country names in the patent collections,
and with the numerical sets of those countries
which print their patents. Trademark jour-
nals constitute a separate collection which is
presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.

Books

A representative selection of books published
in the %nited States and Great Britain in the
fields of applied technology is systematically
acquired by the Library. addition to the
English language books, there is a modest se-
lection from French and German literature,

140.1

reference in the art,the  of books and trade

 arts which they examine. The Design Patent -
Group has a great many manufacturers’

alng

In selecting books and periodicals to be cr-
dered, the Librarian and his staff obtain as-
sistance from members of the Examining Co:
and suggeations concerning materials to
obtained are welcomed at any time, A monthly
list of accé?i!it)nsiis‘ cir_c'ulgtefd to ﬁ" exatn}lli i

ups at the beginning of each month an

the books are placed l(:;lginspection in the Li-
brary for several weeks thereafter. Duplicate
copies of books on this list, or any other per-
tinent book, may be ordered by Examiners for
use in the gmxps by addressing a memoran-
dum to the Librarian over the signature of the
Primary Examiner.

The books and trade catalogs procured for
permanent assi t to the examining groups
are recorded in the Library’s main catalog, and
copies of these books usually are available in
the Library. ' :
Technical Periodicals

Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of many important
scientific and technical societies. The list in-
cludes a number of titles in the design patent
field and in fields of interest to non-examining
areas of the Office.

Most of the periodicals received by the Li-
brary are circulated to examining groups.
Once each Fear the Library sends to each group
a list of all titles currently circulated to them
with request for suggestions for changes. This
systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally
add new titles. The Library is alert to new
periodical publicaticns and it acqluires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-
ested with a request for review and recommen-
dation. ,

An important part of the duties of each Ex-
aminer involves constant inspection of non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or classes
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Techmcal Documents

: Almm all unclassxﬁed and declassifiod bech
nical documents issued by the Atomic Energy
Commission and agencies such as the Officé of
Technieal Services, Armed ‘Services Technical
Informetion Agency, Nationgl Aeronsutics and
S ice' Administration, and the Wstmnal Bureau

Sml&urds, are recexved L o

Ams T Smcxmm

Encycloww works, pubhsﬁe(! m‘
abstmctmg ‘vehicles 'which ~assist” se
pitents and technical literstures are constantly
increasing in number and quality. The Library
welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avail-
able or forthcoming aids to searching. In con-
ductxng llbrary searches, examiners are encour-

glement their own familiarity, skill,
and avaxla time by assignments to patent axds
and by queries addressed to the Cireulation and
Heference Section of the Library (Ext. 2500).

Carp CaTaLoGs
 Main Catalog

This card catalog is located in the Reference
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and Examining Groups except
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-
mission documents. If an ezaminer finds that
the book he desires is not on the shelf he may
be able to ascertain through the card catalog that
another copy is available elsewhere in the Office.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library, and it is important
that any such material should be sent to the
Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-
Joging to assure that it may be recorded for the
benefit of the entire office.

The Library of Congress classification scheme
is used in classifying the books, bound periodi-
cals, and documents other than those of the
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in
the Law Library. A printed outline of this

in ca atelog, there
g of bound periodicals
and foreign. pai;ent and mdﬁmark ]oumals. ‘

C‘ataiog of At,omm Energy
. Commission Documents ; _
Thls cata,log is sepamte from ‘the main’ card

catalog ‘and lists unclassified and ‘declassified
AEC doctiments by series. Publication of these

_cards was terminated on July 1,°1959, but in-

mation of this kind from pubhcatlons sub-
sequent to that date cen be oblia‘med from
Nuclear Science Abstracts. S

Underwood Card Dlgesr,

Tlus is 8 card catalog of patent decxsxons‘
made by the Commissioner and by the various
courts. Each card contains a digest of the
decision. : S

Lierary Services
Foreign Patent Information

Upon request mads to the Circulation and
Reference Section (Ext. 2500) the Library will
procure individual typewritten copies of patents
from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where applicable, the dates of opening
to inspection, of issnance and of publication will
be requested of the foreign patent office. The
copy of each patent so acquired is retained in a
special file in the Stack Servies Section, and a
photocopy thereof is submitted to the examiner.

Technieal Documents

When technical reports, such as those pub-
lished by U.S. Government agencies and their
contractors are desired, the Library should be
provided with all necoqsurv identifying data,
including the report number if available. The
Library will obtain printed copies whenever
they are avsilable but it may sometimes be pos-
sible to obtain enly a microfilm or microprint

copy.
Rev. I, Jan, 1864




brary with information as to whether the
groups wishes to retain them. If they are to be
reteined by the group, they will be c&falc;ﬁed
by the Library and returned; otherwise they
masy be sent to another group.

Technical Processes Branch will assist
examiners who wish to build up collections of
catalogs or circulars pertinent to their arts, by
writing forbcopies to com_pmz;’les list,a;l? tnder
pertinent subject headings in Thomas’ Register
of American  Manufacturers and MacRae’s

luebook, Thomas’. Register gives product
claseifications, an_slphiehetical Tist of trade
names, brands, etc.; internsatioral trade section,
boards of tra(ie, and other commercial organi-
o e providing. » basducs fnding guids t
an in viding & product findi ide to
%e eoné'enlt)::f the first three ?lnnfli‘i; homas

iero-Catalogs, consisting of a viewi
machine and a set of catalogs of about ;:l%
American manufacturing firms in the form of
sheets of microfilm, is available in the Reading
Room (Room 1895) near the 4-volume 7'homas
Register of American Manufacturers, which
serves as an index for the file. MacRae’s Blue-
book is a comprehensive listing of sources of
industrial equipment, products and materials,
alphabetically arran by product headings.

e principal arrangement is by subject and
there is also an index to advertisers. The Ex-
aminer should be aware of Sweet’s Catalog
Service, an annual publication which consists
of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
catalogs covering architecture, engineering,
process indusiries, mechanical industries, power
plants and product design.

Loan of Books and Other Publications

General

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room (1895) may be charged out at the
circulation desk. Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may be
taken outside of the Commerce éuilding. Ex-
aminers may use the Commere Department
Library but may not charge out its books.

Bav. 1, Jan. 1904
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of Columbia so that occasionally an Exzraing
may find that the item he desires is ubavsil-
able. These materials which are out on inter-
library loan may be recalled for the Examiner
if required  for irmmediate use. To berrow
books from another library is costly in terms
of both time and effort; therefore, it is library
policy not to borrow materials unless strictly
g:rtment to official use. Law books cannot be
rrowed by the Library for use by Examiners
in connection with law courses. =~
When 2 book or periodical is borrowed
another library, and cited in an offics action, 8
ghowcppy of tim ‘poriten cited should be or-
dered. lmmedwtel{a:snd g}aced in an appropri-
ate class and subclass. This class and subclass
should be.cited in the office letter. A separste
file of duplicate photocopies of borrowed refer-
ences is maintained in the Stack Service Section.
Reference Services
General o
 The staff of the Circulation and Reference
Section (Ext. 2500, Room 1895) will assist ex-
aminers in the use of the card catalogs and
other resources of the Library, in pointing out
ﬁblications which will help the examiners de-
o the limits of the field of search, and in pro-
viding information for use in prior art searches.
Upon re%uest, it will provide bibliographies on
given subjects. As requested by examiners, it
performs searches in foreign patent journals to
ascertain the dates of openix:lg to public inspec-
tion, of grant or sesling, and of publication of
specified foreign patent applications.
Procurement of Patents
The Circulation and Reference Section will
initiate action to procurs specified foreign pat-
ents which are not in the Library’s collections.
(See 901.06(a), L/IBRARY SERVICES—For-
eign Patent Information, above.)
Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materials
Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public
of publications for which this information is
required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the examiner.




The problem of usmg &p p in
an unfamxlxar can be materi Ty re-
duced by ‘discovery of an approximate sGuiva-
lent in English or-a familiar. foreign language.
Searches for slternate versions are undertaken
by the Stack Service Section of the Library.

Tmnsﬁttions

Regue@ts for Translations
ixaminers may consult the Translation Sec-
tion at any time for oral assistance ir trans-

lating: gn patents . or irtm-umre. If it is
determined that a written translation of part
or all-of a patent, periodical article, or beok

is required,; request should be made tothe
Chief Librarian. Translatiors are made from
ali of the principal European langusges and
from Japanese. The Library will have re-
quired transiations from other 1a;ngaages made
elsewhere.

Card Index of Avarlable Translations

This index lists all translations which have
been made by the Translation Section of the
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nd

periodical articles and

o 3 sated in the Trans-
examiners and non-Office personunel, are

ountry, patent or trademark num-
itentee or author. A copy of any
coming to an examiner from out-
ffice should be furnished to the
ion so that it may make a copy
; . In this case the source is indi-
cated on the translation so that it will not be
certified as an official translation of the Patent
Office.

All examiners are provided with a pam-
phlet, “The Patent ce Scientific Library,”
which gives further details concerning library
services. [R-17]

901.06(b) Borrowed Publications
[R-17]

Whenever it is necessary to borrow reference
material from other libraries including the
main Commerce library, for official use, or to
obtain catalogues, bulletins or other literature,
a letter to this effect is sent to the Librarian,
Scientific Library.

A PHOTOCOPY SHOULD IMMEDI-
ATELY BE ORDERED OF THE POR-
TION OF ANY BORROWED BOOK
WHICH IS CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-
TION. SUCH PHOTOCOPY SHOULD BE
PLACED IN AN APPROPRIATE CLASS
AND SUBCLASS AND SUCH CILLASS AND
SUBCLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE
c(l)F FICE LETTER. See 707.05 for citation

ata.

As the Examiner currently inspects non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or
classes that he examines, he should fill out a
form PO-250 for each item or part thereof
that is essential in connection with search in
his arts. The publication, the particular pages
desired, each class and subclass in which he
desires a copy and the other information on
the order form should bhe given and the order
approved by Primary Examiner.

The order should be sent to the Document
Services Branch with the publication (where
possible).

A reasonable effort should be made to avoid
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,:which are avail-

- Applications vested in the Alien Property
Custodian during World War I were pub-
lished in 1943 even though they had not
become patents. .

Care must be taken not to refer to these pub-
lications as patents; they should be designated
as A.P.C. published applications.

An A.P.C. published application may be

~used by the examiner as a basis for rejection

only as a printed publication effective from the
date of publication which is printed on each

copy.

ii'?;ure manner of citing one of these publica-
tions is as follows: A.P.C. Application of
___________ s Ser. No. ._____, Published ______

Before citing any A.P.C. published applica-
tion, and before each subse(ixent action, the
examiner should verify whether the :gnplica-
tion has become abandoned or patented. If it
has become abandoned, the examiner’s action
should state this fact. If it has become pat-
ented the patent is to be cited. The patent
should be substituted for the printed applica-
tion as the basis for the rejection unless the
date of publication is material.

The écientiﬁc Library contains a complete
set of A.P.C. published applications arranged
numerically in bound volumes,

901.06(d) Abstracts, Abbreviatures
and Defensive Publications
[R-17]

Abstracts and Abbreviatures are Patent Of-
fice publications of abandoned applications.
Defensive Publications (the O.G. defensive
publication and search copy) are Patent Office
publications of a provisionally abandoned ap-
plication wherein the applicant retains his
rights to an interference for a limited time
period of five years from the earliest effective
U.S. filing date. See 711.06 and 711.06(2).

901.07 Arrangement of Art in Examin-
ing Groups

_ In the Groups the U.S. patents are arranged
in shoes bearing appropriate la-




Coples .of foreiy g tents are u H k m
shoes sgparate fmgnn ap:d mmedmtely ol‘x‘;pt

Y appeéars %h&t the f«mgmal
Clessification Group should be:
quested: to supply & 7 4
ﬁl"gds ‘this: ;3 substituted - for the he. sofe y
the origin ooy:smbsequan fmd;
substitute: eagg ould >’be removed fmm i‘he
file and diaca i

902 Official Pubhcauons‘ ayd Imilcea

the U atents and ape rab} g
numencal? w1tho:xid} r%n o comyi l?y
Nmi»patent pnbhem«ms 0P photompies
thereof ‘containing, : res. for fenlar:
sithclasses; if numemus,muladbe mm;
following the: fé Pttﬂ)t& .otherwise at the ;

oe: of :l‘omx@ patents; .

bottom af the l

0108 Do

The search filés'in éach ‘ex#minin
should at all times be complete.

,W%Jetei they%

are incomplete, the. Exanuxmrs using such files

and relying upon their completeness may miss
valuable references, _,‘,Rgeferences remov
the files whether for use in the division or
otherwise should of course, be. prompt!y re-,
turned.

The followmg is established as ‘the uniform
Office practice in borrowing references (do-
mestic and foreign patents and (;)

2. References may be borrowed and ¢ha
for a maximum of two days. In all possible
instances, the references should be returned in
less than two days, preferably in a few hours.

fmm‘

ublications) :

It is the responsxbzhty of the c}uef of the bor-.

rowing division to see that all borrowed ref-
erences are returned within the time indicated.

‘b. The file clerk of each divigion shall re-
view the charges each morning, select all
charges over two days old and collect the cor-
responding borrowed . references. = The file
clerk shall report to his chief for appropriate
action any fa:lure to obuun overdue references
and any instances where it is necessary repeat-
edly to collect overdue referencas.

c. In the case of domestic patents, when it
appears that they will be needed for more than
two days, particularly where future use is in-
dicated, soft copies should be ordered, but the
references may be borrowed for immediate use,
if this will facilitate an action. The Patent
Copy Sales Branch should give prompt service
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rently pnbhshed mytﬁgeomﬁxal vuals‘ ' he
extent necessary. to. the man up 0.
date. - As these p’ are published, each

hould enter them in his manual,
so that his manual will at all times be com-
plete and up-to-date. As supplementary sheets
are issued, the old-sheets should be. rémoved,

,and the new sheets substituted therefon

There are over 300 classes of utility inven-
tions each’ lmwngb: title descriptive of its sub-
ject matter and being 1dentlﬁed by one of a
series of class numbers (someé numbers of the
series are blank and not presently ' aasrgned to
any class). FEach class 15 subdivided into a
number of subclasses with each subclass bear-
ing a title descri gmve of its subject matter and
being identified by & subeclass number which in
many instances wﬁl include decimal fractions.

mplete identification of a subclass requires

both t e c]ass and subelass numbers, the class

appearing first and the subclass num-

ber secon , e.8., “103-161” identifies Class 103,
Subelass 161.

The Manual of Classification has the follow-
ing parts:

A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.

Classes Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-
ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
ranged in five major subject groups, with the
classes listed under each grou relationship
of subject matter. This tabulation is for the
purpese of ussisting the user in finding the
main class pertinent to his search.
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gmaeezu ,
o M 3B nunmncalmetim
begﬁ, und‘ then ﬂm

£lnwﬁeal sequence ‘by class names cor-

to numerical: sequence ‘This is not

tme ot the utili

Alphabetioal. S ords snd phrusesk

(fmquentl calied’ tltlea) identifying vmons
ehsmmm of patentable subjects a
‘alphabetical order, with the citation of a elass

or both olass and subelass i which gabject

matter identified by the title wﬂl be fomd

902.02 Deﬁmtlons

All of the utility classes (i.e., classas devoted
to technology) ex
have definitions.
has’ definitiona.

‘Such definitions state the sub]ect
is found in cach defined class and sabclass
much more explicitly than it is possil
sbatemshort and subclass titles.

‘Each examining division has a set of deﬁm

ot & fow un
one of the deszgn chsses

tions and there are several sets in the Pub-

lic Search Room Additional] or replacement
sheets in rating all changes and additions
are issued m time to time and should be
promptly added to each set of definitions,

902.02(a) Search Notes

The definitions have search notes as a part
thereof; namely, notes giving information as
to where subject matter related to the class will
be found (such notes appearing after the class
definition), and also notes as to where subject
matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
(appearing after the subclass definition).
These notes are intended to indicate both the
relationship and the difference between the
separately classified subjects.

Such search notes are not exhaustive and
should be regarded as suggestive of additional
fields of search, but not as limiting the search.

902.02(b) Search Cards

In one shoe of each defined subclass in both
the examining division and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the definition
of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In.
dices
The following indices of U.S. patents are

available and may be used to obtain classifi-
cation data of U.S. patents:

Bev. 4, Apr. 1065

By assv’ numhars. Mgn

revised classes

matter that

Ao tmched card mdex
} officinily crogs-referenced

pa on file in the Machine Tab-
ulating Branch of the Admlmstratws Services
Division.

In each of the above, there is a separate in-
dex for each series, X, 1838, A¥, Re, PP and D.
For the present ongmal classnﬁcatlon, call Ext.
3822. For official cross references of a given
patent, call Ext. 2852.

202.03(b) Blue Slips

The “biue” issue or classification slips ( Form
PO-270), smrtmﬁ with -patent number 1
000, RE. 19 126,796, P.P. 1, and ety
subﬁequent! msued patents; and- eontammg the
original clmﬁmtlon and cross-references or-
dered at time of issue are on fils in the Semce
Branch, Classification Group. . o

902.03(c) Subclass Lnsts

Cards representmg all U.S. gatenta arranged
by class and subelass, are available in punched
card form in the Machme Tabuiatmg Branch
of the Administrative Services Division.

Tabulated lists for each subclass can be ob-
tained, one list for originals and one list for
cross-reference and published abstracts of U.S.
applications.

902.03(d) Count

In the Service Branch, Classification Group,
is maintsined a subclass “eount,” the
number of U.S. patents originally ¢ SSI ed in
each class and subclass, and s corresponding
“count” for cross-referenced V.S. patents.

902.04 C(lassification Orders and Bul-
letins

Classification Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in the clagsification
that have been made officially, including every
change to be made in the Manual of Classifica-
tion or in the definition books.

Photolithographed copies are distributed to
all examining divisions for immediate use.

Each order, except for those portions
taining to the amendment of existing de
tions, 18 subsequently printed in the Oﬂ‘iclal
Gazette.

‘These orders are from time to time collected
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99301 Smmry Anthority

'l‘ha statuto authonty for mtablxsh and
arzhmﬁatmn is given in 231% fol-

lowmg statute, which states:

35 U.8.0. 9. Classification of patents. The Com-
missicner may revise and mafotain the classification
by subject matter of United States letters patent, and
such other patents and printed publications as may
be necessary or practicable, for the purpose of deter-
mining with readiness and accuracy the’ novelty of
inventions for which applications for patent are filed.
(Act June 19, ms, ‘ch. 430, nc. 1. 80: Stat. 440.) -

903.02 Bam and Pnncxples of Classi-
\ fieation

" The basis of classification used in the U.S.
Patent Office, the principles followed, and the
reasons why such principles were adopted are
set forth in the booklet Development and Use
of Patent Classification Systems, which is avail-
able in each Art Unit. Since classification is
the basic tool of every Examiner, this booklet,
particularly as it relates to the present classifi-
cation system, should be carefully studied.

- Unofficial subclasses and digests made by
patent examiners, if made in accordance with
the plan of classification, could be defined and
issued as an official part of the classification.

Relative to all such work, the patent exam-
iners doing the same are directed to consult
the Examiner of Classification having jurisdic-
tion of the class to the end that, when the work
is completed, it can be defined and made offi-
cial. (Basis: Notice of August 22, 1949,)

903.02(a) New and Revised Classes

The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of an Examiner of Clas-
sification.

When an old class is to be revised, or a new
class formed, an assistant Examiner who has
been examining applications in the art involved
may be transferred from the examining divi-
sion to a classification division for the reclassi-

fying work.

deve ent of ﬂmg pa!un!m
wlmh is sati ‘

Thelmesmrkmﬂmmﬁnﬁ o% the new or
revised class and ite subclasses are determined,
and appropriate daﬁmtmm drawn, all subject.
to the su approval of an Exam-
iner of ( umﬂn and to the finsl appwval
by the Commissioner.. Then the Examiner’s
and the Search Room’s copies of the patents
included in the new class are collected, ar-

ranged and stam Omeonformably to the new

classification. cross-references are also
pre ared and appropriately stamped.

e patents comp. nsedmthenewclsssm
entered upon the numencal and subclass in-

dlces
Notlﬁeatxon of the: new class or subelass is

published in the Official Gazette, and Sufple-

mentary sheets necessary to correct the

leaf Manual of Classification are published.
Definitions ‘of all revised classes and sub-

classes are found in fhe Classzﬁcatxon Bulletms

903.02(b) Scope of a Class

In using any classification system, it is neec-
essary to analyze the organization of the class
or classes to be included in the search. '

The initial analysis should determine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-
ter (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting
material) are contained in the class being
considered. '

Further, relative to each type of subject mat-
ter, it is necessary to consider each of the
various combinations and subcombinations set
out below:

Feature Combined with Basic Subject Mat-
ter for Some Added Purpose. The added pur-
pose is in excess of the scope of the subject
matter for the class, as defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added function of separating
the crushed stone.

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-
ject Matter. Features may be added to the
basic subject matter which do not change the
character thereof, but do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.g., an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone crusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and thus prevent
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic
character of the machine.

Rev. 4, Jul. 1066




_ . General Utility.  Fach
type of basic ‘subject matter may have sub-
2 ﬁb&n&timﬁ ‘which fhav‘e)] utility with Othtl;.:
d different types of subject matter, e g &
machine elements of s stone crusher. Sui@m-
binations of this character usually are rovided
for in some’ 1 class so that the Examiner
should determine in each instance where they

. Subcombi

in v TE L {Bt'he
n of the Library to the Exam-
thout control or record forms,

be marked by the examiner
and assigned to the proper class and subelass
without recording. It is ‘helpful if the copy
is either folded or disassembled and re-stapled
so that the most significant sheet of drawing is
ex ‘when the copy is in the shoe case.
NOTE: Since the Library retains copies of
- these and other foreign patents (See 901.06(a) )

a degired foreign patent, known by country and
pumber, can be i‘nsw in the Library or pho-
tocopies ordered. When a foreign patent is not
E:operly classifiable in the group to which the
Library sent it, the examiner should transmit it
to the group in which he considers it to be classi-
fiable, or, if he knows of no such group, he
should return it to the Libmg. Any indication
of classification made by the Library is advisory
only, and the final decision as to where the
patent is to be placed will be made by the
examiner in whose art it is found to be clagsi-
fiable. Foreign patents should be discarded
by the Examining Groups without return to the
Library when they are found to be exact dupli-
cates of either foreign patents or domestic
patents. Such foreign duplicates are discarded
to minimize the number of patents to be in-
spected in making searches.

When a partial translation is desired, return
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tific Libmry, Room 1898-A, with the word
“Pitle” or “Claim” or other specific portion
indicated thereon.

The Library invites examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-

Rev. 9, Jul. 1868

4668, or 4669) ,
ask forlspeciﬁc translators if they so desire.

are pr@vileg\ed 10

" Foreign petents should. be classifisc
two weeks after receipt fro 3
Time spent: ma&agfym&@mmﬂ tents s

allowed in computing sn examinerg‘outpnt.
The method in classifying foreign patents
and the assignment:of such work among the
examiners of the group are left to the Super-
visor. - The hours spent. by each examiner.on
this work are noted on the individual examiner’s
record of “Other” time, (PO-690E). . (Basis:
Notice of September 24, 1940 - Notice of Au-
3, 1960, and Notice of M’ay«~ 25, 1961 and

otice of Qctober 17,1 ; e g

903.04 Stamping of ‘Examiner’s and
_ Search Room Copies
"“Bafore edch dpplication in. isgie becomies a
patent, the Issue and Gazette Beanch forwards
the issue slip and the printed Examiner’s and
Seatch Room ¢opies of the patent to the Clas-
sification Group for stamping and recording of
the classification of the patent, preparation of
cross-references and transmittal to the Exam-
iner .and Search Room on the date of the

patent. A
After they are so stamped and recorded, the
photolithographic copies are retained in the re-
spective classes in the %;‘oups and no,clmn%les
in the classification or the arrangement of the
ooli‘i}?, are permitted except as set out in 903.05.
e classification printed in the heading of

Fatents issued since 1933 cannot always be re-
jed upon to be the present orl nal classifica-
tion, since this data is obtaine

: from the file
wrapper of the application at time of ‘issue and
will not reflect any changes in clasification
made after the issnance of the patent.

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents

The transfer of official copies of U.S. patents,
either original or cross-reference, from one
class or subclass to another requires the ap-

roval of a Classification Examwmer. (Basis:
Notice of February 20, 1918.)

Examiners must submit to the Classification
Group all questions of transfer of patents.

When an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
elass or subclass, he, should have a memoran-
dumn list prelmred for signature of the Primary
Examiner of the numbers of ail patents which
are to be transferred indicating only the class




bola Isnﬁ:ad hinhpeﬂ ;
B origmals and pro - 1Ge S
crmémfgnm may be included in the same
~ list and these may involve transfers to or from
any number of different classes or subc

f. . {Basis: ‘Niétim of

Y ] en )

Um&mm)d transfers render the subclasses
in_the Public Search Room no longer du-
plicates of those in the Examiners’ rooms, and

lso vender incorrect the official numerical

Additions] cross-reference copies of any listed
patent may also be requ This list with
the Examiner’s copies of the patents is routed
through any other group involved for its
prompt approval or comment and is forwarded
to the Classification Group.

In those instances where a transfer ig ap-
proved by a Patent Classifier, the class and sub-
class designations on both the Examiner and
Search Room copies of the patents are changed
and the numerical patent index and subclass
lists are altered to agree with the new classifi-
cation. When the transfer is not approved, the
copies of the patents will be returned with

149-150

als
index and subclass lists. (Busis: Notice of
February 20, 1018.) -
When it 08 necessary in the course of &
transfer to remove copies from the files in the
Public Bearch Room, a dummy = little longer
than & patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon. This dummy is
amended if the patents are returned, and
should all be returned the dummy is removed.
The procedure for transfering an entire
class or subclass from one group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical Operations.

Rev. 1, Jan. 1064



nd to the { ’

d relative to each p
and subclass in which
b. The preferred mode of ordering a cross-
reference where the Examiner has s soft cogy
with the pertinent portion marked, is to indi-
cate on the marked soft mp{1 the class and
subclass in which it is thought it should be
cross-referenced. - Such soft copy should bs
forwaﬁdﬁ to the Flmiﬁcagzx’: ir up where
it will rom in the necessary
action takenpand lt)thg softs%.;)cpv returned within
two days of its receipt. (Basis: Notice of
April 6,1948.) .

903.06(a) Discovery of New Cross-
TN References

Patents which are useful as references may be
found either in the course of a search or from
inspection of the Official Gazette each week.
Soft copies may be placed in the Examiner’s
search files. However, if they contain disclosure
properly classifiable in an official subelass, they
should be given the status of official cross-ref-
erences in accordance with 903.06.

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Refer-
encing at Allowance or Before
Issue

1t is the duty of each Primary Examiner to
personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-
plication passed for issue and to initial the blue
slip te show that this review has been made.
(Basis: Order 2357 and from Memorandom of
Feb. 18, 1952.

Both the blue issue slip {P0O-270) and the
file wrapper provide spaces for an “Assistant
Examiner” and for a “Primary Examiner” to
write their initials or signature.

Examiners with full signatory suthority who
act on an application themselves and send it to
issue should initial the blue slip and sign the
file wrapper Mhﬁ in the “Primary Examiner”
space. A line should be drawn through the
“Assistant Examiner” box to make it clear that
the absence of an initial or sipnature in the box
was not. an oversight. (Basis: Notice of June
18, 1965.)

The initial classification of pending applica-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been
indicated in pencil by the Primary Examiner,
See 903.08(b).

Only the correct official classification should
be left on the file and drawing of each appli-
cation when for issue. . Unofficial sub-
classes (not established by classification order)
should nct be indicated on the file wrapper or
drawing. (Basis: Notice of Msr. 81,1914.)

The examiner fills out a blue slip (PO-270)
or & salmon slip (PO-828) in the case of de-
si to indicate the class and subclass in
which the nt should be classified and also
the classes 1 which it should appear as a cross
reference. Unofficial subclasses should not be
indicated on the blue sl'li‘g:neither‘-ﬁs original
nor as cross-reference. The Examiner attaches
the blue slip to the inside of the left fold of the
file wra to be forwarded to the Issue end
Gazette Branch. (Basis: Order 2§52, and
Memorandum of May 14, 1952.) o

The Enmmglf also er;ipm.th:h classification
appeal on the 1issue in the space pro-.
vﬁ{ﬁ‘ l;:gthe front of the file and in the s_}l))aee
provided in the stamping at the left margin of
the drawing. Care should be exercised to see
that all three entries of the classification are
correct and in agreement, particularly after
any alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
patent will be printed with an erroneous clas-
sification or improperly positioned in the Offi-
cial Gazette,

All Examiners are requested to fill in the
class and subclass on the drawings in large
numerals using as much of the space provided
as feagible. In this way the filing of drawings
and subsequent searching by the Issue and
Gazette Branch will be greatly aided. (Basis:
Memorandum of January 5, 1953.)

BEesopnissioNn

The original classification assignment of an
application may have involved a_“borderline”
situation. The file wrapper of such an applica-
tion will he stamped, “RESUBMIT TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV. «——, etc.”, the
stamp appearing hielow the Interference Search
box. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmitted. Note that there should
be no resubmission if there is, at the time of
allowance, no longer any doubt or dispute about
the proper clessification. (Basis: Notice of
Junuary 14, 1065.)

In the case of oversized patents, where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent

Rev. 6, Oct. 1985



 offieial Classification Order affects'an appli-
cation already- to issue, the Classification
Group: makes the necessary changes on the file
pper; blue slip, and drawing, if any.  The
Clerk of the Examining Groap is notified so
tl;g& the Serial Register card may be similarly
Applications which already have been sent
to the printer will be'classified by the Classifi~
cation Group ot the time the patent issues.
(Basis: Notice of March 81, 1914.)
903.07(a) Cross-Referencing—Keep
o ‘ ,syggematie;Notea.During ~
S Proseention: 0 0 o

feim

claimed disclosure. 'The sev: Examiners

handling related subject matter should be con-

sulted during prosecution (whether they handle
larger unclaimed combinations or claimed or
unclaimred, but disclosed, snbcombinations),
and asked if cross-references are needed. If
needed, systematically note the proper class and
subelass. Tt is to be noted that a cross-refer-
ence where possible MUST be provided for all
CLAIMED disclosure and inserted on the blue
slip at time of issue. -

903.07(b) Issuing in Another Exam.
ining Group Withou
Transfer : o

When an Examiner issues a prospective pat-
ent in another examining Group, ﬂeecnotes in
the space provided on the blue issue slip, n
red ink, the class and subelass of the other
Group, and in parenthesis the number of said
other Group. (The initials of said other Pri-
mary Examiner must also appear in said
space.) In the lower left corner, the Examiner
writes his own Group number in black ink.
(Waien the patent issues, the Classification
Group will, as a matter of routine, send the
necessary notices to the group involved.)

The sending of cases to issue from one group
and assigning them to classes in another yroup
is restricted to those situations where both Ex-

aminers concur in the proposed classifieation of

the patent. which must be shown by the con-
curring Examiner initialing the issue slip, or
where there has been a ruling by a Patent

Rev, 6, Oct. 1565

ould constitute the digest. Where .
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b‘e‘désifableghat,p* t8'of the drawing
present in the group phsing the case to issue,
copies thereof ﬁ%ﬁ? ??eordefe% for this purpose.
(Basis: Notice of September 8,1952,) =~

903.03 Applications: Assignment and

 The examining group to which an application
is assigned is responsible for its examination
until such time as the application ‘is officiaily
gansfi.rred to another group by the Application
The Primary Examiners have full authority
to_accept any application submitted to them
that, they believe Js properly classifigble in s
class in their group.  Only where there is &
difference ‘of opinion between different groups
should cases be submitted to's Patent Classifier.
903.08(a) New Applications

New applications are assigned to the various
examining groups in the first instance by the
Apiplieat‘ionBran@h.“ ST

b
~d

Upon receiving an application from the Ap-
plication Branch and before making any entry
on the Serial Register or Docket record cards,
each Primary Examiner will forthwith decide
whether it has been properly assigned to his

group. ~

If the Primary Examiner decides that the
application properly belongs in his group, it
is processed as a new receipt. :

Vhen a new application is received which,
in the cpinion of the Primary Examiner, does
not. belong to his Group, he will submit it

romptly without any entry being made on the
Serial Register or Docket eoorg cards, to the
Examiner of the Group to which he thinks it
belongs, on Transfer Inquiry form P.O. 447,
(The drawing, if any, is retamed as a charge.)

If the latter ag to accept the application,
the transfer is effected by the Clerk of tﬁe Group
to which the application was originally as-
sigmed. :

If not accepted it may be promptly and in-
formally submitted to the Classification Group
for assignment by oral decision prior to entrv,
No search for prior art to show classification
need be made. The group to which the Patent.
Classifier assigns it will make the first aetion




situation.. Classifiers in the

ffice of Patent Classification, when assigning.
such borderline cases, will stamp the file wrap-
per directly below. the interference search box
when it is their considered opinion that the
classification of such an application should be
reconsidered on allowance. The stamp will in-
dicate which Classification Division will recon-
sider the case on a “Special” basis. (Basis:
Notice of January 14, 1965.). -

903.08(b) Classification and Assign-
7 ment to Examiner

- Every application, new or: amended and in-
cluding the drawings, if any, when first as-
signed to a group must be classified and as-
signed to an Examiner for examination. =~
he Su isory Primary Examiner assigns
them, noting in lead pencil in the space pro-
vided on the face of the file and in the upper
left hand corner of the drawing (first sheet),
the class and subclass to which the case pertains,
and also the name or initials of the Examiner
or the assigned docket designation. The appli-
cation file i3 then turned over to-the clerk for

processing.

903.08(¢)

Immediate Inspection of

Amendments

Upon the receipt of an amendment which
makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken
promptly in accordance with the transfer pro-
cedure outlined in Sec. 903.08(d).

903.08(d) Transfer Proecedure

SusMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR
CLASSIFICATION

Where the Examiners in different groups are
in agreement that an application is properly
assighable to one of the growps bat are in dis-
agreement as to which one should receive it, the
Examiners invoived should present their posi-
tions orally to the appropriate Patent ("laseifier
for verbal decision. This is generally termed
informal submission,
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to which he thinks the
case should be transferred, citing the most perti-.
nent srt relative to the question of classifieation.
He should not take time to write sither an anal-.
ysis of the art or an argument. He forwards
the file, together with his memorandum, to one
of the other groups involved. Each of the other

‘Examiners nvolved may similarly meake a

search and cite art without taking the time to
write either an art anelysis or an argument.
The time invelved: in making such searches is
not lest, since the cited art may be of value to
the Examiner to whom the case is assigned.
Each ' Examiner in  turn promptly adds his
memorandum to the file and the last forwards
the. file. and 2ll papers to the Classification
Group. . This practice is all that is required by
the general rules governing the assignment of
applications for examination. See particularly
items 4 and 10 of the regulations governing
assignment. of applications [903.08(e}]. This
is generally termed “formal” submission.
(Basis: Notice of Nov. 25, 1947.)

903.08(e) General Regulations Gov-
erning the Assignment of
Applications for Examina-
tion

The fact should be borne in mind that the
following regulations are only genersl guides,
and exceptions frequently arise because of some
unusual condition. The fact should also be
kept in view that the Patent Classifiers as well
as the Patent Examiners are confronted with
an already existing classification, made up
of newly revised classes, those revised years
ago and which have somewhat outgrown their
definitions and limits, and still others made a
generation ago and never changed. Also, these
classes are based on different theories and
plans, some on art, some on structure, some on
functions, come on the material worked upon,
and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
all. The Patent ('lassifiers cannot change this
existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail
the eases into the patchwork and try to get
the applications where they will be best han-
dled.  To do thisoften vielates the Patent Clas-
sifier's views as to what constitutes a really
proper classification.

Hev. 4, Jul, 1964



compiex claiin be searched and adjudicated by
an é’xmum gkilled in the art as ghat a gmuby
of such claims be so searched and sdjudicste:

8. The claims and statement of invention are

¢ is regarded as just as vital that one

erally taken as they read, since an{_:wgmptr

gﬂrmm Classifier to go behind t

and decide the case u

Patent Classifiers cannot - ' the
knowledge of the state of ‘the art in

[

ess. Further, such questions are matters

de ti n what is deemed the
“real invention” would, it is believed, introduce
more errors than such action wouldcure'll%:
’ ‘ ﬂle
classes that the Patent Examiners collectively

W merit for the Examiners to determine and’

open to argument and are subject for

are
4 ’Ihz]oumon of the U.S. patents -
tuting the prior art is generally controlling
over all else. (Note: Where time permits, ob-
vious misplacements of the patents constitut
the prior art are corrected, but to straighten al

mes consti-

lines as the ‘cases come up for assignment would

require the time of several men and would often
involve a reclassification of an entire class.)

5. Ordinarily an application cannot be as-
signed to a class which includes one element or
part only of several claimed in combination.
The claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation is not reviewed by the Pat-
ent Classifiers.

6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized in
all cases, where they evaluate the facts as war-

Rev. 9, Jul. 1864

154

' mf;l"{)rdman

patents conteining the same ter of
cirims, the Patent Clussifiers will indicate the
proper classifieation of the patent, if such claims

s the case is being examined, an
g restriction sflmgul& bemmade

roup. The action of the applicant in response
gothg requirement for mggﬁm may result in
naki ransfer of the application unnec-

y o't

where sll t
plication are for an article made of a spec
composition or alloy with no other characteris-
tic of the article recited, the application will be
igned to the composition or.alloy class.
9. A class of cases exists in which either no
art or & divided art is found and in which no
rule or principle is involved.  (Such cases are
placed where, in the judgment of the Patent
Classifiers they will be best searched and adju-
dicated. It is often impossible to so explain a
decision in this class of cases as to satisfy, or in
any way aid, the Examiners interested. In-
deed, the reasons for or agsinst sending such
cases one place or another may be so evenly bal-
anced that no reascn of any value can he given.
10. An examiner seeking the transfer of a
case should make a search, both of his own class
and the class to which he thinks the case should
be transferred, and the Examiner in charge of
the group should exhibit the result of such
search to the Office of Patent Classification.
This is the only way to utilize the expert knowl-
edge of the Examiners involved. (Basis: No-
tice of April 15,1919.)

the claims of an ?.&




;‘;,Aftel’
: Decision [R——16]
Iftheapphmutommmmthegrwp
which submitted it for classification, no further
procedure is necessary. If sssigned to another
group, the clerk the case as described

in the Manual of Clerical Procedures, -
Iftheouswomwhichhadbeenmkenupfm

action by an examiner according to its effective
peitiol ’is*@ecia.lby bny

filing date, it should be
examiner, Aré Umt,ﬁ

H& obt;mod s thorough understandmg

ofthesub;eetmawudmcloaedandclmmodm
the apphea.uon,ﬂnEnmmerthm ssarches

the prior art as disclosed in: patents and other
printed documents. ‘Any such document used

in th’? rejection of a clnm is called a “refer-
ence.

The first search should be such that the Ex-
ammarneednotordmsulymakea.seeondsearch
of the prior art, unless necessitated by amend-
ments to the claims by the apgm in the first
response, except to to ne whether
any reference which would appear to be sab-
stantially more pertinent; than the prior art cited
in the Office action has become available
mbmsumt to the initial prior art search. It
should cover the invention as described and
claimed, mcludmg the inventive concepts
toward which theMJchlmpwbobedlrmd
It should not be merely to add im-
material varmnts.

904-01 Analynisofﬂam

The breadth of clsim of the application
should slways be carefully moted; that is, the
Enmmernhouldbefnﬂyammofwhntthe
claim does not call for, ss well as what it does
require. For, there is a.lways denger of read-
ing into the claim limitations imported from
the specification or drawing,
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IR T €3 « 6% < 4

mw(s)w Tramfer to Anmhet Ex-sf
amining :

szt.s_lsf—;mmmm m,m mm
'3

However, an ‘applicant will not be required to

m‘blmt sueh Wo& clmm mm 'In m

CD.1; moes)

.ﬂl (b)

Alao,all émﬂuthatmthnpntm&ble
eqmvt.lmt ﬁbghe mb;ect matter as defined in

thy 3@&6@“ dlﬁarent

frgmo the deﬁmfnm 8 elam, must

congidered. ,
904.01(¢c) Amlogous Arts

Not only must the art be searched with which
the invention claimed is classifiable, but also all
anslogous arts regardless of where classified

The determination of when arts are analo-
gous is at times n(:l@fc:lnt‘ It depends upo;x tﬂl:e
DECessary essen ction or utility of the
subject matiter covered by the claims, and not
what it is called.

Foraxamph,smmlxerandaconmte
mlxermformemmeart,namel the mixing
art, this being the func&on of each.
Similarly a brick cutting machine and & biscuit
cutting machine hm the same necessary
funection.

904.01(d) Outlining Field of Search
[R-16]

In outlining s field of search the Eixaminer
should note every class and subclsas thet may
have material pertinent to the subject matter as
claimed, or that may in the future pmperly bs
claimed in that cage. Every subclass ggammn
to each type of invention claimed should be
listed, from the la combinstion through
the various subcombinations to the most ele-

Rav, 18, Ape. 1988



co

showing the subcombinstions to. have been al-

ready: recognized as having practical and more

shown u;&psbmﬁobla by combining seps-

rately : clagsified. : subcombinational . elements
where reasons can be given for holding ob-

m!tmeesth;n forming. ?co;zabmwm nd. ‘(85
bat in the rejection of & claim on the groun
of sggrogation, the citation of Teferenced shov-

the several elemental patents: (1.} 5.0
In each action by an Examiner upon an &
plication, he makes an. initizled endorsen
on the left-han

SnG 1

ink in the space provi and page
of the open ﬁlev?rsgper ing the classes and

sabelagses of domestic a.;’:d rfqmgni’ patents, and.

the publications in which search for references
was made and also the date of the search. -

In subsequent acti if further search is
made, notation of the additional field covered
is also endorsed’ amd initisled on  the file
wrepper. .

904.02 Selectmg Pertinent References
L [R-16] o

It is & prerequisite to a speedy and just de-
termination of the isswes involved in the exam-
ination of an application that a careful and
exhaustive search be made in the first action, It
is not enough that the claims alone be searched,
especially 1f they be broad in their scope; but
the search should, in so far as possible, cover
the entive claimable subject matter in the case.

"It thus results that the Examiner finds refer-
ences that, while not needed for treating the
claims before him, wowld be useful for forestall-
ing the possible presentation of claims to other
subject matter disclosed by applicant but
shown to be old by these references. ;

In selecting the references to be cited the Ex-
aminer should carefully compare the references
with one another and with the applicant’s dis-
closure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary
number. ' The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be available,
but only the “best.” (Rule 106.) Multiplying

Bev. 16, Apr. 1068

r

1178

: ’;wﬁﬂ

used. Sowetimes the best reference will have »
pub%gﬁ;on ggm }gss than a year rggr to the
application filing date, hence 1, will be apen to,
bel};xg e fen » under kﬁl"iﬁ In'thess cases,
if & bécond ‘reference existe which cannot be so
overcome and which, thengh inferior, is an ade-
quate basis for rejection, the claims should be
- In all references, including non-patent, for-
eign patents amd domestic patents, the Exam-
iper showld study the specification or descrip-
tion as it relutes to every feature in the drawing
which he does not thoreughly understend.

905 Miscellameons |
903.01 ' Photocopy Ordérs "[R-16]

All orders for photocopiye;sk on PO-250 orig-
inating in the Examining Groups must be ans:
thorized by an Examiner having full or partial

signatory suthority in‘the box headed “PRI-
lfAnRY i EXA.%JER  (Signatare}”, - The
stamped name of the authorizing Examiner will
be indication of authority for >ReS]roduction f
E:ction; . Handwritten signstures should not

905.02 Soft Copy Orders [R-16]

Soft copies may be ordered on P(O-14 by the
IILI)Bxamﬂ.»imfn- for lufs ;se. These org:fs ag ﬁﬂcehd
empioc of Patent Copy Sales Bran
l*z) emplo:;:: other than thoss assigned to this
Branch have access to the files of printed
copies of In emergency cmsﬁorders
may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whoge
approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-

ate fillingofsaidorders, - . = .
Because of the cost of printing copies of

patents economy should be exercised in their

use. Nosoft co%x'es"s‘hmﬂd, however, be returned

to Patent Copy Sales Branch by Examiners.
905.03 Orders for Patented and Aban.
doned Files : ‘

In the examination of an ap ]icatitin i: is
sometimes neceesary to inspect the application
papers of some previousl a.bandoms applica-
tion or granted patent. is is always true in
the case of a reissue application.

Patented and sbandoned files mey be ob-
tained in the Record Room and doned
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\I\ﬂ,

‘Bile Unit respectively, by filling out Chsy,
Form (PO-125), !amfv feavin tlgs Form wit
ths clerk in charge. The file shouid be mmp;tig
returnasd when the Examiner has fnished wit
it. Whara a patented file is needed for the pur-

of reismue or interference, this information
should be given to the Record Reom upon ob-
taining the file, and assoon as these matters have
been disposed of, the file should be returned to
the Record Room.
When an interference is declared between &
stent and an application and the interference
1s forwarded to the Examiner of Interference,
the clerk in charge of the Record Room should
be informed in order that the charge may be
changed and the location of the file known at
all times. o )
Exeminers mey expedite service in obtain-
ing abandoned files and patented files by order-
ing them by telephone.
en ordering a patented file from the Rec-
ord Room, the name of the person ordering the
file should appear on the Form P0O-125. It is
important that the Patent Number be stated
mt%:r than the Serial Number of the applica-
tion which matured into the patent. An Ex-
aminer ordering a patented file should also place
his Art Unit number on the Form. If the nota-
tion “HOLD” is marked on the Form P0O-125
the case will be held at the Record Room and in
the absence of such notation it will be sent to
the Art Unit indicated. If ordered by phone,
the Examiner may a Besu' at the record room to
complete the Form PO-125 and to pick up the
file or he may request the delivery of the file by
regular Office Messenger Service. If the need
for the file is not urgent, Examiner time may be
saved by sending a Form PO-125, completed in
the manner indicated above, to the Record Room
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by regular Office Messenger Service. The fils
will be delivered by the same Messenger Serv-
ice to the Art Unit indicated on the form or it
will be held at the record room only if so re-
quested on the Form.

Patent Copy Sales Branch has charge of the
drawings in patented cases. Cancele sheeﬁ
however, are noi retained with the patent
drawings but are filed with the “Abandoned
Files and Drawings.”

905.04 Moerking Examiner’s Copies of
Patents

When the Examiners’ copies of patents are
sent to their respective Art Units to be filed, they
should be routed across the appropriate Ex-
aminers’ desks prior to placement in the shoes.
The assistant Examiners who examined the ap-

lication should mark in ink on the face of the

wings, or the specifications where there are

no drawings, such features as may be deemed

advantageous in siding understanding of the
patents in future searches.

905.05 Charge for Pending Applica-
tion Files

Whenever an application file is temporarily
removed from the Group or Branch having
jurisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125 must

completed, and left with the clerk in charge.

Whenever a file is removed from the Group
application file rack for use by an examiner as-
signed to that Group, but not having jurisdic-
tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-25 should
be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

All files should be returned promptly to their
proper location.
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