1903.03

003 US(P

901,05

901 Oﬁm)

: frm oz»(m

‘N}I 06

' 'M],Of. (.'1 )
901.06(b)
L 901.06¢e).
L901.061d)

Bm'rov. wil Puhhmnom 7
Alien Pmpertv C ustodmr Putu.vatmm
CAhstracts, .&bbrmr tu
Pubi Fations:
“Arrangement “of Ar in Ex 0
Bormw n«fR«rfere

- 901.07
00108

00
90201 \Ianu'ﬂ
. 902,02 Definitions .
002.02(a) Se:irehh’dtés
~002.02(h)  Seare
L002.03°
L 902.0312)

Camo3ih)

902.03(e)r - Subcla
t_mz.mmy Count o
90204 Classification Orders and Bulletins
903 Classification o .
003.01 \tatmorv
903.02 B '
- 903.02(a)  Ne
L 903.02(b) smpé of a( 1.
(Jla«slﬁcation of
mping’  Examiner
L o Copies T
00805 Transfer of U8
WM3.06  Ordering (nfie 11 (‘ro
"n)‘? 06(a)  Discovery of Ne
‘)().{04 SClassifying md (“
ance or hefore
Cre teferen -~
o o Net sdnri  I'ros ,_(utmn o
903.07(b)  Issuing in Anothe (vrr;up
. Trapsfer - o
U009 \pph«.arwlwz-« ssignment and 'I'm*wfer :
1308 () New Applications
08D
 UOBO8(e)
HB.08 ()

903.04

ross-R efownme Do
-Referm«-m.. im Allow-

G207 ()

,hmum! ate Inspection of 'uvwnnmwnm g
Transfer Procedure -
Regulati mm Gover un’g , .'\p'p‘!ica-
tion Assignment .
Patent Classifier’s Decision
Trausfer to Another Examin
i ufrer Decision :
001 How 1o Search

mz.os(f; ‘

GBON (2 g Gromp

o '1
_ patent date in that
pul tic k

Ioom

diselos
public.

' ,\\" hmjt

- holds that whm'
upon the disclos

o 1xsificarion and A ~~xzmxwm ru memu»r,
application, sneh i

S04.01(b)

Q(H ”1(!"‘

tp an applt-
shail make a
4 thorough.
1;1’ fo the

o parem is not
filing date under 35 [
190'0 1: )-} USPQ, :
1 from the applicatic wmpper uf it
‘patent may be rart as of the
lte\ prior

HOW le(lrre undor 109

,111\(}@1' Rt.h‘ 3‘"0

Vhere an ﬂmndm\ed \.pp!z
to ?u a;n i S. patent the
ap phmtmn 5, n«'m'pur'zterz by
f the patent (mai
e Rule 11(h)

Ir. re Heritage, 1950 (_,,
atent xefvm te -md relle<

erence into the
lable to the

reference,

It has also heen
ence patent refers t
doned .mphv wion which di 5
ter i common with the parent,
date of the reforence as to the cohgoon subject
mamr is the filing date of the aban doned ap-

b’ Jeol mat

Hew 1o Ot 1908

the effective.



. Except as ‘Rul
7S, applications. re preserved in secrecy ¢
, ‘and are not availabl references.
_ever, claims in one application: be rej
~ on the claimed subjet matter of
_application of the same inventiv
_applications having a commor
[lifferent inventive entities cla
inventive concept see 304.03.
Applicatio bandoned under
_treated as pending applications {
periods regarding interferences and the f
of a continuing application. (See 711.06.)

-+ The fol]owmg"differentff"series' of TW.S.
- ents are being, or in the pa ‘have been is
~ The date of patenting g
- each copy is the public L
~usually cited. ‘The fling date, in most -

stances also given on the face of the patent,is -
ordinarily the effective date as a reference (35

- US.C.102(e)).

X-Series.  These are the ‘approximately
10.000 patents issued hetween 1790 and July 4.
1836. They were not originally numbered. but y
joned numbers in the
sequence in which they were issued. The num- -
per should not be cited ~ When copies are or-

“have heen arbitrarily

dered, the patent name and date of issue
anffice for identification. Copi
arranged chronologicall
1836 Series. The mec
chemical patents issued
quently designated a “utility”
 cluded in this series. A ecitation by nuruber
~ only is understood to refer to this series.

~series comprises the
iccued. Some U7.S. patents issued in 1861 -bear
two numbers but only the larger number should
be cited. g L

Rerssie Series.

wce 1836 and fre-

Reissued patents (Section

1401) have been given a separale series of num-

bers preceded by “Re.” In citing, the letters
~ and the number must be given, e.g. Re 1776,
The date that it is effective as n reference is
the effective date of the original patent ap-
plieation, not the filing date of the reissue
application. s

A. 1. Nevies. From 1838 to 1561, patents
eovering an inventor’s improvement on his own

Rev. 17, Tuly 1968

‘the letters “P.P

 Citation dara pertaining to.

: T cpive A E e ,“’_;,d’,"
n on the face of ceived are given in the Iollowing

i : Te ,'1‘: 'lt.( i Yl ‘o : “obts
1 date and is the one \ dditional information _can;’be’ obyta;

~the Se..ient'iﬁc' Library. =

- month.

in stock are
anical, electrical. and ern e
patents, are in- Foreign language. alphabetical li

 This
bulk of all U.S. patents

~ amended to provide 10r p
~of plants (Chapter 1600) these patents were
given a separate series of numbers. In citing,
 the number must be given, ‘

or 1500) are isst

numbers, In eciting,
number must be given, e.g., 1)

© 901.05 Foreign Patents

All countries do not issue their patent speci-

ted LINE - foations in printed form. In some countries,
the filing : ) \ f

there is a delay between the date of the patent

erant and the date of publication.  Generally,

a foreign patent should not be cited as a refer

ence unless the Examiner has seen the patent. S
‘ (4 1Y ng to those countries
from which the most patent sublications are re-

. o

901.03(a) Citation Data

 Foreign patent publications that use Arabic

~and Roman mumerals in lieu of names to indi-

ate the date. show in order the day, month,and

oman numerals always refer to the
Japanese = patent _application publications .

<how the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating

_in order the vear of the reign of the present.
Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert

the J:l]]):mg;j 3 of the Emperor to the West-
endar ‘vear, add 1925 fo the Japanese
For example: 40-3-6= March 6, 1965,

year.
of the

~ names of the months, and of the names and ab-
~ breviations for the United States of Americ
are shown on the following page. The h

forth only selected. commonly encoun
foreign language names, and do not include
(Lose which are similar to the English langnage.
names and thus easiiyv translatable. S
~ Inusing the lists, identification of the foreign
language (except for Russian), is not necessary.
The translation into English 1s ascertained by

- alphabetieally locating the foreign language

name on the hst.

 The list of the foreign language names and
“abbreviations for the 1 nited States is useful in
determining whether a foreign Jangmage patent

publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-
plication in the U nited States.
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nLanguage Names of

August
August
ugust
; April , 3
¢ bfezen : March ‘e o - . November
dervnn , . __ _June o o March
e , o Julve S oo o Mareh
ezerwea . .. June oo Mar q March
_décemb . ' Jecember . Ar o o Mareh
icel - L .cember . y = Mareh .

- , Apri . i . ' ' Mav.

- elokun . Augus e October..
febbraio S o ps iern ' QOctober
Feber . o Febn ' _ prosinea. December.

- februari T - Fijna ' October.

_ “février . o Fel v L “mbre. : September

gennaio , =T D e ' i 3 Aungust

giugno L . ¢ i S ' August
grudnia - , ' o - : oo Jannary
heingkun 0 G ' ’ ‘September
helmikuu E v . ) : - January
huhtikuu o -~ toukokuu i May
Jinner E G January , , “ounora , ‘ February
janvier . o January wrzeénia September

joulukun ‘ . zari o September
juillet . o y .. : ,

. juin ' . ‘ e o CRUSSIAN
- kesikuu L S S S
- Kvetna g . o : YT oo August
 kwietnia o o ; L npeb. S “Aprili
deden o anuary eKAOPE oo December.
n. , E e daly

ipea’ ] S July I .
lip o : e © moEE . June

listopad.

listopada
lokakuu

November ¢
“November,
October

i May
March ,
‘November

luglio. : o ily ' k rAbps . QOctober
Cutego oo 0 o Februany, . September
~muaaliskuu oo ATareh o denpaas . b . February

. maart Mareh s AHBAPE © . January ..

Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Nam
~ Abbreviations for the United States of America
Azm-.’ik:us"Forgfr ater ' “Uriti d"Awmericn
D Forenete Stater av Amerika ~

EE. UL, = ,

E:U.
E1LAL

E.U.dAm. Nl '
E:rats-Unis d"Amdérique “Amierikal
Sp stAL gde Staien Van Ameriku
gde Staten Van Noord-Amerika

spoj.oStAm.
Spojene Statv oA mericke
Lany Zjednoezone Amervki

Vereinigten Staaten Von Amenki
orenede Stater i Amerika
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901.05(b)

o Occasion;
enting beco
tralia, An
India, Irela

J.P.O.S atpa
Ttalian patents  Memorandum of O¢ctobe
25, 1960 distributed to all Examiners and pub-
- lished in 42 J.P.O.S. 795-8. Comments concern-
German, French and Belgi:
ranting patents are fot

grar ‘ are 1ou
witz et al., 138 U.S.P.Q.

- specification
A fileof suche
tific Library.

- XNetherlands applicatio

f ~ are captioned “Octrooiaanvrage
. be e

lgian procedure in
found in Ex parte Grusch-
505.  This case did not.

involve anticipation but the bar of foreign

patenting under 35 U.S.C. 102(d).

Some countries 1ssue patents
hey should be identified s

of addition and
~such and, when

separately numbered as in France, the nunber

of the addition patent should be cited.
“Patents of addition” generally cover

provements of a patented parent invention and.

can be obtained by the proprietor of the
invention. Inventivenessin relation to the par-
‘ent invention need not be demonstrated and the

term is governed by the term of the parent

patent.

For ci

and specification, see T07.05(e).

in ,,
‘iome foreign countries list the references

cited during the prosecution. These, especially

tation of the number of,pdges of draw-

~ if they are U.S. patents, may be helpful, either

“as references of interest to the examiner or to
suggest an overlooked field of s parch. S

Gy ,,

~ German allowed a'p‘)licatir‘ms have been is-
‘sued in printed form beginning September 1,
1955.  Those printed from this
cember

=

printed applications™ and identified by the name

additional number which is larger than 1,000.-
000 and which will be the number of the patent,
if issued. This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number. In addi-
tion to the above, data customarily given in eit-
ing foreign patents should be nsed.  Printed
applieations are listed under “Other Refer-
ences™ in the citation thereof. L

of the applicant, the serial number of the appli- .
eation, and the date of publication. The
applications printed after January 1, 1937, o
are captioned “Auslegeschrift” and have an

‘and hence lack a date o

- given at the head of the

in either case 1t ist

ity Modeis {Gebrauchsmuster)
as references as prior patents, but
inted publica

cations since the full
printed effective as of

! . When necessary, the
btain the complete text of the
 the German Patent Office.

registmat
rarian wil

NETHERLANDS )
withdrawn,
. 1964, They
, They should
applications giving the

ion, “Datum van ter
‘Aanvrager’,

aré printed beginning

as Netherlan
e of publica
. name of applicant,

d data customarily given in citing fo
patents.” S

Certain British applic ,
. Neverthe-

n the patent

1 {year only) i
“Printed for His
and this should

less, they were giv
series, The date of

specifications prior to 1916 have

printed in large heavy tvpe at the head of the
rst page of the specification a number and
vear, as 1451 \.D. 1912,

the proper citation of |

the vear of filing or the vear of acceptance, but.

he official designation of
the patent. =~~~ o
The year printed on the drawing is not al-

wayvs the year for correct designation of the
~ patent.. Where it is not, the correct year is

‘shown by a small superior number or expo:

nent placed to the right and above the serial

om this date up to De-
. 1956, are captioned “Patentan-
meldung.”  They should be cited as “German

In ',in.émnces of this kind the patent .
cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No. 19421 of 1913.

Lasithe ¢
purpe

number of the patent, as—
 1910—No. 499
1912—No. 19421

, . Fraxce L
The date of recent French paten ‘be taken

flective date s a patent for reference .
) the date of the Official Bulletin of

the 5" 1 Patent Office (Bulletin Officiel de la
Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of the patent was announced. This date does not
appear on the printed copies of the specifica-
tions of the patents. The printed copies give the

date the patent was granted (déliveé) and the

139

number of the partienlar issue of the Official

Rev. 17, July 196+

, This, together with =
- the name, as required by the rules, is always
he patent. The year
specification is either .

t should be o "'




than the . gmn mg

, : ,date The grantm"datemévbeused for citation |
0§ » precis ~ the examination

pi , pa,tem
printed pubhcatmn which date is mter)
_been the date on which t}
_ indicated on the printe
“délivré”, as was establish
~ the courts, the Commissioner of Patents, and
~ the Board of Appeals. Owing to a change in
the practice in the French Patent Office where-

by the sppmﬁcatm 15 of granted patents ‘ue:',"
now not available to the public until the date

of the Oﬂ"om] Bu]]etm, 1t 15 nezf*e&%rv to a%plxl -
i :)( :

':md nse the date on. whlch the s

‘came available to the public as the tive
ipply to

date as a reference. This practice wd] ,
recent. French patents, going back to number

1,148,401 announced in the Official Bulletin of :
e;gn Pataﬂntv belo

"'5pe01h01t10n~,. nz Iun
_known to

. Juh 11, 1957 and back to patent of addition

 number 67 ,201. No change in practice is indi-
ated with res ect to Frenrh patents prmr to

these numbcrs. ,
wa'rzmaw.\n

'Ihe eﬁ'eom'c dat(s of Q' -

in Er parte Appeal No. 19438, 1966 CD 31.

152 T'SPQ 70, It <hou]d be noted that two fdlffﬂ :

ferent systems are in operation in Switzerl
The majority of patents are issued  wi

search and examination in the hght of refer-
~ences, and the date used for rhese is the puhhm- E

tion (veriffentlicht, publié. pubblicato) date.

In two fields, inventions relating to time-keep-

ing, and 1nventrom relating to the non-mechan-

_ ical treatment. of textiles and fibers, applica-
~ tions are searched and examined in the light

of the prior art and the procedure differs from
that followed in the other «ases:
general, the procedure in Germany as deseribed
in Lz parte Graschwitz et al.,
USPQ 505, Patents whick have been l%uedﬂ

nized from information given in the heading

tion (the French and German language ap-

k.mlngem,u bty respectively ;. Asin the German
practice, \\h(-n a case is fornd aflowable by the
examiner {he 1pph<~ ition iz published for oppo-

Rev. 17, July 1966

entific 'lem r\
‘this service matorml]\ ‘reduces the appqrent‘

patents are d’g'" ~ problem posed by a foreign hn;rm

cussed in Kz (mrfﬂ Reu,qe. 113 USPQ 51 and

it follows, in- li l\e]v to be.u- on any dass assigned to. hzm

901, O6(a)

1963 CID 839, 135
under the examination zvstem ean be recog-

which refers to the publication of the 1])pl|(..1-

plications, Demande publice and Gesuch be-

rinted copies have not been re :

.S. Patent Office. If it becomes necessary in
connection with a Swiss patent issued under
stem to establish a date
irlier than the date the patm ‘
e library can obtain a coE)y

‘prmted appluatmn from f

}()ﬁ’i

~ bv decisions of

) , formgn patents can be order

xaminer for placement in the shoesof a

which he ¢ examines, lf the patents would
res uent use in that class (900 01)

( d) Translanon

Ex.mmlerx may reque:,t translatorc in the

- Translation Section to assist them orally or with |
_ written translations
‘guages with whi

f any specmcatmm infan-

{ .‘we 901 Oo(a) om-—-l?ngu@st\ for

'aitm nate versions are per-‘
Nervice Section of the Sci-
a substitute for translation,

fication.

;'901 06 Non-Patent- Pubhcatlonw

An ]mmed pub ln;atmnc may be used as ref-

~ erences, the date o be cited being the publica-

tion date.  Rec ‘oanized ﬂbbrovl‘xtmm of names ‘
of periodicals. may be used n theu‘ citation
(T07.05(e) ). s

There are some pubhgahons I\ep' "1Jr cireu-

lated in every group and each assistant Ex-

ammer should ascertain which are available in.
his group and whether or not any of them is

chnuﬁc Library

'I‘Im techniecal literature, formn-n {).ltvm» and
rvices supplied by the Scientific sbrary are

important to the Ixaminer for two primary
_reasons.
terial which must be known or searched to de-
termine whether claims of applications are di-
rectly anticipated. and therefore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U1.8,C. 102

In the first place, they provide ma-

Inthe

e e\ammer isnot familiar..

3 (’Zmuﬁcm‘zon or Fm‘- o




PRIOR ART. |

< in which thé _prima

at there 1s some novelty as

com 2 to 1gzle reference in the art, the
library handbooks, textbooks, periodicals, re-
ports and other materials assist 1n deciding the
question of patentable invention (35 U
3). They enable the examiner to make a fur-
r study to dete ether the features
‘novel in the particular combination sear:t i
would be obvious to 5 person skilled in the .-t
from the general state of Lnowledge as refleciad
_in the tech ature.

_ Foreign Patents

The Library receives foreign patents by ex-
change from almost all c¢ountries which issue
printed Fatent:\:. These patents are bound into
fok collections which include one set arranged
in numerical order and, for most principal
countries, another set in order of the claszifi-
cation used by that country. The date of re-
_ ceipt of each patent is stamped on the first

(i.e., numerically arranged) copy of the patent
‘and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy
of a foreign patent has been received inquiry
should be ma({e of the Stack Service Section.

The Library has a set of officially published
abstracts known as British Abridgments.
These are classified according to broad subjects.

. Foreign Patent Journals

Most foreign countries issue official patent

arid trademark journals corresponding to the
Oficial Gazette. Patent journals are shelved
_under country names in the patent collections.

and with the numerical sets of those countries
which print their patents. Trademark jour-

nals constitute a separate collection which is
presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.

Books

A re,t)resenmtive selection of books published
in the United States and Great Britain in the
tields of applied technology is systematically
accuired by the Library. In addition to the
English language books, there Is a modest ze-
lection from French and German literature,

1401 Rev.

the Library.

~questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally

901.06(a)

mos  the field of chemistry. There are
also collections in the various examining groups

fbooks and trade catalogs pertinent to the
arts which they examine. The Design Patent
Group has a great many manufacturers

catalogs.

In selecting books and periodicals to be or-
dered, the Librarian and his staff obtain as-
sistance from members of the Examining Corps,
and suggestions concerning materials to be
obtained are welcomed at any time. A monthly
list of accessions is circulated to all examining
groups at the beginning of each month and
the books are placed on inspection in the Li-
brary for several weeks thereafter. Duplicate
copies of books on this list, or any other per-
tinent book, may be ordered by Examiners for
use in the groups by addressing a memoran-
dum to the Librarian over the signature of the
Primarv Examiner.

The hooks and trade catalogs procured for
permanent assignment to the examining groups
are recorded in the Library’s main catalog, and
copies of these books usually are available in

Technical Periodicals

Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of many important
seientific and technical societies. The list in-
cludes a number of titles in the design patent
ficld and in fields of interest to non-examining
areas of the Office. , ,

Most of the periodicals received by the Li-
brary are circulated to examining groups.
Once each year the Library sends to each group
a list of all titles currently circulated to them

_ with request. for suggestions for changes. T his

systematic procedure does not preclude the re-

add new titles.  The Library is alert to new
periodical publications and it acquires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be'inter-
ested with a request for review and recommen-
dation. ‘ L ;

An important part of the duties of each Ex-
aminer involves constant inspection of non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or classes

17, July 1968




‘and the order appr

Examiner. The order should be sent to the
Document. Services anch, (with the publica-

tion where possible).
. Technicalyil)ocmne‘nts

Almost all unclassified and declassified teck-

nical documents issued by the Atomic Energy

Commission and agencies such as the Office of
Technical Services, Armed Services Technical
Information Agency. National Aeronautics and

Space Administration, and the National Bureau

of Standards, are received.
A1ps To SEARCH

Encyclopedic works. published indexes. and
abstracting vehicles which ‘assist searches in
patents and technical literatures are constantly
increasing in number and quality. The Library
welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avail-
able or forthcoming aids to searching. In con-
ducting library searches, Examiners are encour-

aged to supplement their own familiarity, skill.

and available time by assignments to patent aids
and by queries addressed to the Circulation and
Reference Section of the Library (Ext. 2930;.

 Carp CATALOGS
Main Catalog

This card catalog is located in the Reference
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and Examining Groups except
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-
mission documents. If an Examiner finds that
the hook he desires is not on the shelf he may
be able to ascertain through the card catalog that
another copy is available elsewhere in the Office.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library. and it is important
that any such material should be sent to the
Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-
loging to assure that it may be recorded for the
henefit of the entire office.

The Library of Congress classification scheme
is used in classifying the books, bound periodi-
cals. and documents other than those of the
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in
the Law Library. A printed outline of this
scheme is kept on one of the reading tables on
the second Hloor. Examiners will find the outline

~ Nuclear Science Abstracts.

90106()

Ipful in determining the general subject area
ie field in which he is interested. Catalog

s are made for the author, title when dis-
ctive, and subjects. Bou lumes of peri-
icals are cataloged, classified and maintained

, the bookshelves, while those which have not

t been bound are separately located in alpha-
tical order. At the beginning of the main
card catalog, there is a separate card listing of

TION, SEARCH

_bound periodicals and foreign patent and trade-

mark journals.

_ Catalog of Atomic Energy
Commission Documents

This catalog is separate from the main card
catalog and lists unclassified and declassified
AEC documents by series. Publication of these
cards was terminated on July 1, 1959, but in-
formation of this kind from publications sub-
sequent to that date can be obtained from

Underwood Cal‘d Digest ;

This is a card catalog of patent decisions
made by the Commissioner and by the various
courts. Each card contains a digest of the
decision. o , o

LiBRARY SERVICES

Foreign Patent Information o

~ Upon request made to the Circu]htion and
Reference Section (Ext. 2930) the Library will

procure individual typewritten copies of patents
from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where applicable, the dates of opening

to inspection, of issuance and of publication will
be requested of the foreign patent office. The
copy of each patent so acquired is retained in a
special file in the Stack Service Section. and a

photocopy thereof is submitted to the Examiner.

Technical Documents

When technical reports. such as those pub-
lished by U.S. Government agencies and their
contractors are desired, the Library should be
provided with all necessary identifying data.
including the report number if available. The
Library will obtain printed copies whenever
they are available but it may sometimes be pos-

sible to obtain only a microfilm or microprint
copy. - ‘

Manufacturers’ Catalogs and Advertising
Circulars

These publications will be obtained by the

Library upon request. The Library does not

Rev. 25, July 1970




e sent to the Gr
tions as to retention.
_to the Tec xcaél ,

ar

retained bv t ev will be cataloged
by the Library and
1av be sent to another Group.

"The Technical Processes Branch will assist

aminers who wish to build up collections of
talogs or circulars pertinent to their arts, by
iting for copies tu companies listed under
pertinent subject headings in Thomas’ Register
American Manufacturers and MarcRae's

_ Bluebook. Thomas' Register gives product

classifications, an _alphabetical list of trade

nds. etc. ; international trade section.

trade, and other commervial organi-

trade papers; and voiume 4

roviding a product finding guide
‘contents of the first three volumes. :
ro-Catalogs, consisting of a film viewin

machine and a set of catalogs of about 2450
erican manufacturing firms in the form of
ets of microfilm, is available in the Reading

; r the t-volume Thomas Register of

Manufacturers, which serves as an
; , he file. MacRac's Blusbook is
comprehensive listing of sources of indus
trial equipment, products and materials, al
phabetically arranged by product lieadings.
_ The principal arrangement is by subject and

there is also an index to advertisers. The Ex-

aminer should be aware of Sweet's Catalog
Service. an annual publication which consists
 of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
catalogs covering architecture, engineering,

process industries, mechanical industries. power

plants and product design.

Loan of Books and Other Publications

General

_ All Library materials other than the books
_ in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room may be charged out at the cir-
culation desk. Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may
be taken outside of the Patent Office. Kx-
aminers may use the Commerce Department
Library but may not charge out its books.
Books needed from that Library for official
use shonld be obtained through the Scientific
Library by means of interlibrary loan as de-
scribed in the following paragraph.

Rev. 25, July 1970

rned ; otherwise they

 books from another library

umbia so that o
find that the item he desires is unavail-
hese materials which are out on inter-
oan may be recalled for the Examiner
uired for immediate use. To borrow
is costly in terms
of both time and effort; therefore, it is library
policy not to borrow materials unless strictly
pertinent to official 'use. Law books cannot be
borrowed by the Library for use by Examiners
in connection with law courses.
When a book or periodical is borrowed from
another library, and cited in an Office action, a

~ photocopy of the portion cited should be or-

dered immediately and piaced in an appropri-

_ ate class and subclass. This class and subclass
~ should be cited in the Office action. A separate

file of duplicate photocopies of borrowed refer-

ences is maintained in the Stack Service Section.
~ Reference Services

The Staff of the Circulation and Reference

Section (Ext. 2930) will assist Examiners

in the use of the card catalogs and other

resources of the Library, in pointing out

publications which will help Examiners de-

fine the limits of the field of search, and in pro-

 viding information for use in prior art searches.

Upon request. it will provide bibliographies on
given subjects. As requested by Examiners, it
performs searches in foreign patent journals to
ascertain the dates of opening to public inspec-
tion. of grant or sealing, and of publication of
specified foreign patent applications. o
Procurement of Patents :

The Circulation and Reference Section will
initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-
ents which are not in the Library’s collections.
(See LiBrArY SErviCEs—Foreign Patent Infor-
mation. above.) ' ~

 Publiration Dates of Nonpatent Materials

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public
of publications for which this information is
required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the.
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the EKxaminer.




_PRIOR ART, CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH

Alternate Versions of Foreign Patents
, The problem of using a patent p :
an unfamiliar language can be materially re-
duced by discovery of an approximate equiva-
lent in English

anslations

Requests for T ranslations

Examiners may consult the Tmnslation Sec-

ublished in

a familiar foreign language.

901.06(a)

tion at any time for oral assistance in translat-

ing foreign patents or literature. Translations

are made from all of the principal European

languages and from Japanese. The Library will
have required translations from other lan-

 guages made elsewhere.
 Card Index of Available Translations

 This index lists all translations which have

 been made by the Translation Section of the

Rev. 28, Jan. 1970




90L06(b)

Library and a few others gathered from mis-
cellaneous sources. The card file and over

10,000 trunslations of foreign patents and
ical articles and

trademarks with some peri _ ;
excerpts from books are located in the Trans-

lation Section. Translations, which are avail-

able to KExaminers and non-Office personnel, are
indexed by country, patent or trademark num-

ber, and patentee or author. A copy of any

translations coming to an Examiner from out-
side of the Office should be furnished to the
Translation Section so that it may make a colx)y
for its files. In this case the source is indi-
cated on the translation so that it will not be
certified as an oflicial translation of the Patent
Office. [ R-23] '

Borrowed Publications
[R-23]

Whenever it is necessary to borrow reference
material from other libraries including the
main Commerce library. for official use, or to
 obtain catalogues, bulletins or other literature.

a letter to this effect is sent to the Librarian,

Seientific Library. ;

A PHOTOCOPY SHOULD IMMEDI-

ATELY BE ORDERED OF THE POR-
- TION OF ANY BORROWED BOOK

WHICH IS CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-

TION. SUCH PHOTOCOPY SHOULD BE

901.06(b)

PLACED IN AN APPROPRIATE CLASS

AND SUBCLASS AND SUCH CLASS AND
SUBCLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE
OFFICE LETTER. See £707.05(e) for cita-
tion data. : , ‘
As the Examiner currently inspects non-
patent  literature pertinent to the class or
rlasses that he examines. he should fill out a
form PQO-250 for earl: item or part thereof
that is essential in connection with search in
his arts. The publication, the particular pages
desired, each class and subclass in which he
desires a copy and the other information on
the order form should be given and the arder
approved by a Primary Examiner.
The order should be =ent to the Document
Services Branch with the publieation (where
possible).

901.06(c) Alien Property Custodian

Publications [R-23]

Applications vested in the Alien Property
Custodian during World War I were pub-
lished i 1943 even though they had not
become patents.

Hev. 23, Jan. 1970

publications of a provisionally abandoned ap-

1969, for example.
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MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE

Care must be taken not to refer to these pub-
lications as patents; they should be designated
as A.P.C. published applications. ‘
~ An AP.C. published application may be

_ used by the Examiner as a basis for rejection
only as a printed publication effective from the

date of publication which is printed on each
copy. , o G
The manner of citing one of these publica-
tions is as follows: A.P.C. Application of
| .Ser.No. ______ . Published _-____

~ The Scientific Library contains a complete
~set of A.P.C. published applications arranged
- numerically in bound volumes.

’901.06((,1); Abstracts, Abbreviatures
' and Defensive Publications

[R-23]

Abstracts and Abbreviatures are Patent Of-
fice publications of abandoned applications.
Defensive Publications (the O.G. defensive
publication and search copy) are Patent Office

plication wherein the applicant retains his
rights to an interference for a limited time
veriod of five vears from the earliest effective
~.S. filing date. See §§ 711.06 and 711.06(a).

Distinct numbers are assigned to all Defen-
sive Publications published after December 16,

T 8G9 0

' L Number series, 001-999 available
| : monthly, :
(.G, volume number, :

Document category, T for Tech
: nical disclosure. :
Defensive Publications are included in sub-
class lists and subscription-orders. The distinet
numbers are used for all official reference and
docunient copy requirements, ‘
A conversion table from the application
serial number to the distinct number for all
Defensive Publications published before De-
cember 16, 1969 appears at 869 O.G. 687,

901.07 Amngement of Art in Examin-
' ing Groups '

In the Groups the U.S, patents are arranged
in shoes bearing appropriate labels, each show-
ing the class, sub-class, and usually the lowest
and highest numbered patents put in the respec-
tive shoe. The patents should be arranged in
unmerieal order.

Some UU.S. copies are marked “Cross Ref-
erence.” These are patents which are classified




ey

_ erence copie

with the cop:
plify the tas
coples
art in
carded. e
Copies of foreign patents ¢ sua
shoes separate from and immediately
the U.S. patents and are preferab
numerim]‘y without regard to country '
Non-patent  publications or photocopies
thereof containing disclosures for particular
subelasses. if numerous, should be filed in shoes
following the foreign patents, otherwise at the
hottom of the last shoe of foreign patents.

901.08 Borrowing References [R-

The search files in each Examining Group
_should at all times be complete. Where they
are incomplete, the Examiners using such files
and relying upon their completeness mav miss
valuable references. References removed from
the files whether for use in the Group or other-

wise should, of course, be promptly returned.

901.09 Missing Copies-éReplacement

(R-23]

When the original copy of a reference is
missing from the Examiner’s files, a soft copy

should be substituted at once and marked—
“Keep until original is found.” When it defi-
nitely appears that the original is lost, the
Documentation Division should be notified and
requested to supply a mounted copy. When re-
ceived, this is substituted for the soft copy.
If the original copy is subsequently found, the
substitute copy should be removed from the
file and discarded.

902 Official Publications and Indices
of U.S. Patents

[R-

Manual of Classification
23]

The Manual of Classifieation is published in
loose-leaf form., and supplementary sheets con-
taining changes are issued from time to time
to replace the original sheets.

AN mannal chinges are effected by a series
of Classifieation Orders each of which is eur-

902.01

in the Official Gazette to the

: 0 keep the manuals up to

< these changes are published, each
should enter them in his manual,

s0 his manual will at all times be com-

plete and up-to-date. As supplementary sheets
are issued. the old sheets should be removed,
and the new sheets substituted therefor.

_There are over 300 classes of utility inven-
_tions each having a title deseriptive of its sub-

ject matter and being identified by one of a
series of class numbers (some numbers of the
series are blank and not presently assigned to
any class). Each class 1s subdivided into a
number of subclasses with each subelass bear-
ing a title descriptive of its subject matter and
being identified by a subclass number which in
many instances will include decimal fractions.
A complete identification of a subclass requires
both the class and subclass numbers, the class
number appearing first and the subclass num-
ber second..e.g.. “103-161" identifies Class 103,
Subclass 161. o
The Manual of Classification has the follow-
ing parts: - ‘ o o
4 Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.

. Classes Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-

_ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-

ranged in three major subjecd groups, with the

classes listed under each group by relationship
of subject matter.

This tabulation is for the

purpose of assisting the user in. finding the

main class pertinent to his search. '
ses A rranged by Examining Groups.

. Listed Alphobetically by fitle.

« Listed Numerically icith titles. -
~ Subelass Schedules. Complete subelass sched-
ules for each class, the utility classes appear-
ing first in numerical sequence of class num-
bers. and then the design classes in numerical
sequence of design class numbers. Design
class alphabetical sequence by class names cor-

_responds to numerical sequence. This is not

true of the utility classes. o :
Alphabetical Index. Words and phrases
(frequently called titles) identifving various
characters of patentable subjects arranged in
alphabetical order, with the citation of a class
or hoth class and subclass in which subject
matter identified by the title will be found.

902.02 Definitions [R-23]

All of the utility classes (i.e., classes devoted
to technology) except a few unrevised classes
have definitions. None of the design classes
has definitions.

Quch definitions state the subject matter that
is found in each defined elass and suhclass

Rev, 23, Jan, 1970




 902.02(h) Searchf‘f?afdsf
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‘much more explicitly than m is possxble tdr'

~ state in short class and subclass titles.

Each Examining Group has at least one set

__ of definitions and there are

- Public Search Room. Addi

__ment sheets incorporating al ,
_ tions are issued from time to d should be

promptl\ added to each set of deﬁnmons

onal or replace-

902.02(a) Search Notes

‘The definitions lmve =e‘1rr~h notes as a part
thereof; namely, notes giving information as
to where subject matter rehted to the class will
be found (such notes appearing after the class
definition). and also notes as to where subject
matter peltment to the subclass will be found
(appearing after the subclass definition).
These notes are intended to indicate both the
relationship and the difference between the,
_ separately ‘classified subjects.
Such se:
 should be regarded as suggestive of additional
ﬁelds of search, but not as limiting the search

| '»[R—23]i

In one shoe of each defined subclass in both
the Fx‘lmmmfr Group and the Public Search

Room is a Se'uch Card” having the definition

of the subclass and the search notes if an}

902.03 U.S. Patent Classlﬁcatlon In-

dnces

[R—23]

A number of indices of U.S. patents are av ‘ul—

able and may be used to obtain classification

data of U.S. p‘lterxts

90203(a) ‘tNu’merical ’[R—23‘]k’

A numerical index of domestic patents giv-
ing their present original classification is in
card files in the Public Search Room and in
ledger books in the Documentation Service
Branch.

A numerically arranged punched card index
of both original and officially cross-referenced
domestic patents is on file in the Machine Tab-
ulating Branch of the Administrative Services
Division. :

In each of the above, there is a separate in-
dex for each series, X, 18}6, AL Re, PP and D.
I m the present original classification, call Ext,
3951, For oflic l.ll cross references of a given
p.ntvnt, call Ioxt. 3180,

Rev, 23, Jan. 1970

sets in the
- 000, RE. 19,298,

s and addi- |

- 902, 03((1) Count

1 notes are not PYlldllStl\'e and ’
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790203(5) BMSM [Rw%]

The “blue” issue classification slips (Form

'PO-‘HO), starting with patent number 19087,

126,796, P.P. 1, and for all

qubsequently issued patents, and conmmmg the

original classification and cross-refevences or-

dered at time of issue are on file in the l):x’ﬂw
mentation Servxce Branch.

902.03 (c) Subclass Lisls

_Cards representing all U.S atemm arranged
by class and subclass, are av vatlable in punched

card form in the Machine Tabul'\tmg Branch

of the Administrative Services Division.
Tabulated lists for each subclass can be oh:
tained, one list for originals and one list for

 cross.reference and publmhed abstracts of U.

applications.

[R-23]

In the Documentation bervxce Branch, is
maintained a subclass “count,” giving the num-

ber of U.S. patents ongmall; classified in each
class and subclass, and a corresponding "count

' for cros»referenced T'.S. patents.

902 04 Classnﬁcanon Orders and Bul—
letins [R-—23]

Flaqsiﬁcatxorl Orders are issued from time to

time giving all changes in the classification

that have been made oﬁxcmll\. including every
change to be made in the Manual of (‘lasclﬁcq-
tion or in the definition books.

Copies are distributed to all Ex
Groups for immediate use.

Each order, except for those poltlom per
taining to the amendment of existing defini- -
tions, is subsequently prmted in the Official

Immmg

- (mzette , ‘
These orders are fmm time to tnne collected o

and issued as a Classification Bulletin, As
class schedules and definitions are extensively
amended to take care of developments subse-
quent to original classification, they are repub-
}hlwl in amended form in Classification Bul-
etins

903 C(lassification
903.01 [R-23]

The statutory authority for establishing and

Statutory Authority

maintaining a classifieation is given in the fol-
lowing statute, which states:

35 U.S.C. 0 Classification of patents. The Com-
missioner may revise and maintain the classification




by subject matter of

of Patent Classification Systems, which is a
able in each Art Unit. Since classification is
the basic tool of every Examiner, this booklet,
particularly as it relates to the present classifi-
cation system, should be carefully studied.
Unofficial subclasses and digests made by
Examiners, if made in accordance with the plan
of classification, could be defined and issued as

) ATy (o a
or classes to

_ ter for Some Added Purpose. The a

an official part of the classification. See § 905.02

 patent copies for

for procedure for orde
nces.

use s unofficial cross-re

Examiners establishing unofficial subclasses

or digests should consult the Patent Classifier
having jurisdiction of the class to the end that,

when the work is completed, it can be defined

and made official.
New and F

Revised Classes
e e

. 903.02(a)

classes and the revision of old classes are done

under the supervision of a Patent Classifier.

The Classifier performing the reclassification

secures a set of patent copies of the present clas-
sification, by either ordering soft copies or bor-

 rowing the Public Search Room copies. With
these copies, by study and successive groupings,
he develops an arrangement of the patents
which is satisfactory for searching.

The lines marking the confines of the new or
revised class and its subclasses are determined,
and appropriate definitions drawn. Then the
Examiner’s and the Public Search Room’s
copies of the patents included in the new class
are collected, arranged and stamped conform-
ably to the new classificarion. Official cracs.
references are also prepared and appropriately
stamped.

The patents comprised in the new class are
entered upon the numerical and subclass in-
dices.

Notification of the new class or subclass is
published in the Official Gazette, and Supple-
mentary sheets necessary to correct the loose
leaf Manual of Classification are published,

Definitions of all revised classes and sub-
classes are found in the Classification Bulletins.

407211 ) + Tu - 2

the crushed stone.

character of the machine.

¢ lassification system, it is nec
alyze the organization of the clase
be included in the search.
The initial analysis should determine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-
ter (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting
material) are contained in the class being
considered. o ' .
Further, relative to each type of subject mat-
ter, it is n ary to consider each of the
various combinations and subcombinations set
out below: . ‘ o '
Feature Combined with Basic Sub({'ect Mat-
, ded pur-
pose is in excess of the scope of the subject
matter for the class, as defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added function of separating
_ Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-
ject Matter. Features may be added to the
basic subject matter which do not change the
character thereof, but do perfect it for its in-

_tended purpose, e.g., an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone crusher

by providing
means to stop it on overload and,t%ms prevent
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic

Basic Subject Matter. The combination of "

e . , . features necessary and essential to the funda-
The establishment of new classes or sub- : Y

mental character of the subject matter treated,
e.g., a stone crusher requires a minimum num-

_ ber of features as essential before it can func-

tion as such. f
Subcombinations Specialized to Basic Sub-
Ject Matter. Each type of basic subject matter
may have subcombinations specialized 1o use
therewith, e.z.. the crusing element of a stone

. crusher.

Subcombinations of General Utility. FEach
type of basic subject matter may have sub-
combinations which have utility with other
and different types of subject matter, e.g., the
machine elements of a stone crusher. Subcom-

- binations of this character usually are provided

for in some general class so that the Examiner
should determine in each instance where they

~ are classified.
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903.03 C(lassification of Foreign Pat.
ents [R-26]

Foreigm patents are distributed by the Scien-
titic Library to the Examining Groups with
forms 1121 attached. The Examiner should
indicate the proper classification on hath the
foreign patent and form 1121,

Rev. 26, (et 1970




If the foreign
his Giro

All foreign pate
forms 1121 returned to ti
by the due date indicated on form 112

1f the Examiner desires to update the ¢
cation of a foreign patent by changing..
celling or adding copies, he should notify the
Scientific Library by forwarding a completed

at the most
: d when

eig nt, known by country a
can spected in the Library or pl
ordered. -
The Search Center forwards to the Exam-
ining Groups all United Kingdom, French,
. Swiss, German, Japanese and Soviet Union
__ patents or 5 a
those other foreign patents or published apph-
cations which do not claim priority elsewhere.
Duplicates from these countries should be re-
tained in the files to comply with the miinimum
documentation requirements of the proposed
Patent Cooperation Treaty.
Unnecessary duplicates should be destroyed.

When a partial translation is desired, return .
tion. Scien-.

the patent to the Translation Sec
tific Library, with the word “Title” or *Claim”
or other specific portion indicated thereon.
The Library invites Examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-
_language patents to call upon its transiators for

oral language assistance to be provided at the
Examiners’ desks. Examiners are accordingly

encouraged to request this help by contacting
the Translation Section by phone. Examiners
are privileged to ask for specific translators if
they so desire.

Time spent in classifying foreign patents is
allowed in computing an Examiner’s output.
The niethod usorll in classifying foreign patents
and the assignment of such work among the

Rav. 26, Oct. 1970

ublished applications and only

Group are left to the Super-
The hours spent by

ot rk are noted on the
iner’s record of “Other” time

; 903.04 Stam ping’ of Examin et’s und

1 issue becomes 1

Before eac applica»tion. ‘
Branch forwards.

patent, the Issue and Gazet
the issue slip and the pri
_ Search Room copies of the patent to the Weekly
_ Issue Section for stamping and recording of
 the classitication of the patent. preparation of
cross-refeérences and transmittal to the Exam-
iner and Search Room on the date of the
patent. e ‘
After they are so stamped and recorded, the
photolithographic copies are retained in the re-
spective classes in the Groups and no changes
in the classification or the arrangement of the
copies are permitted except as set out in
§ 903.05. o T
The classification printed in the heading of
_ patents issued since 1933 cannot alwayvs be re-
lied upon to be the present original classifica-
_tion, since this data is obtained from the file
wrapper of the application at time of issue and
~ will not reflect any changes in classification
made after the issuance of the patent. :

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Pate
 [R-23] o

The transfer of official copies of U.S. patents,
either original or cross-reference, from one
class or subclass to another requires the ap-
proval of a Classifier. . ,

Examiners must submit to the Documenta-
tion Divisicn all questions of transfer of
patents. L L

When an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
class or subclass. he should have a memoran-
dum list prepared for signature of the Primary
Examiner of the numbers of all patents which

_are to be transferred indicating only the class

and subclass into which each is to be placed.
Both originalz and properly identified official

_cross-references may be included in the same
list and these may involve transfers to or from
any number of different classes or subclasses.
Additional cross-reference copies of any listed
patent may also be requested. This list with the
Examiner's copies of the patents is routed
through any other Group involved for its
prompt. approval or comment and is forwarded

to the Documentation Division.
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In those instances where a transfer is ap-

proved by a Patent Classifier, the class and sub-

lass designations on both the Examiner and
Public Search Room copies of the patents are

1iged and the numerical patent index and
ibclass lists are alterec ree with the new
_ classification. When the transfer is not ap-
proved, the copies of the patents will be re-
turned with a notification thereof. o

Unauthorized transfers render the subclasses

in the Public Search Room no longer dupli-

149
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N,

cates of those in the Examiners’ rooms, and
_ also render incorrect the official numerical index

and subclass lists. ,

When it becomes necessary in the course of a
transfer to remove copies from the files in the
Public Search Room, a dummy a little longer
than a patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon. ' ~

The procedure for transferring an entire
class or subclass from one Group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical Operations.

Page 150 omittedy Rev. 26, Oct. 1970




obtaining ofticial reference copies of
United States patents. .

a. Send to the Documentation Divisic 1 a list
of patents and ive to each patent, indicate

the class and subelass in which it is thought

each should be cross-referenced.
b. The preferred mode of ordering

reference where the Examiner has a soft copy
ortion marked, is to indi-

with the pertinent
cate on the marked soft copy the class and
subelass in which it is thought it should be
cross-referenced. Such soft copy should be
forwarded to the Documentation Division
where it will be promptly inspected, the neces-

sary action taken and the soft copy returned

within two days of its receipt.

903.06 (a)

References [R-23]

~__ Patents which are useful as references may be

found either in the course of a search or from
,?’é})ection of the Official Gazette each week.
‘7-\,'0
_ search files, See § 905.02. However, if they con-
tain disclosure properly classifiable in an official
subcelass, they slmuli,d be aiven the status of offi-
cial eross-references in accordance with § 903.06.

encing at Allowance [R-27]

It is the duty of each Primary Examiner to

* - . 5
personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-
plication passed for issue and to print his full

name on the blue issue classification slip to show

that this review has been made.

Both the blue issue classification slip (PO- .

270) and the file wrapper provide spaces for the
full names of the “Assistant Examiner” and
“Primary Examiner.”

An Examiner with full signatory authority

. . o . ¢
who acts on an application himself and sends it

to issue should write his full name on the blue
issue slip and stamp and initial the file wrapper
orly in the “Primary Examiner™ space. A line
should be drawn through the *Assistant Exam-
iner™ spaces on both the blue issue slip and the
file wrapper to make it clear that the absence of
an initial or signature in the box was not an
oversight.

The initial classification of pending applica-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been

ERE B KX SR B

the all

Dis’cbve,ry;;j‘of New Cross-

t copies nmy be placed in the Examiner’s

_ patent will be printed with
__ sification or improperly positioned in the Offi-

903.07 Classifying énd Cross-Refer-

wever, an application, properly classified
start of examination, may be improperly

_ classified when it is ready for allowance. The

allowed claims should be reviewed, in order to
determine the subject matter covered thereby.
It is the disclosed subject matter covered by
lowed claims that determines the original
classification of U.S. patents. ~

Only the correct official classification should
be left on the file and drawing of each appli-
cation when passed for issue.

The Examiner fills out a biue issue classifica-
tion slip (PO-270) or a salmon slip (PO-328)
in the case of designs to indicate t.iie class and
subcelass in which the patent should be classified
and also the classes in which it should appear
as a cross reference, The Examiner should be

certain that all subclasses into which he places

cross-references are still in existence. The

Examiner attaches the blue issue classifica-
tion slip to the inside of the left fold of the file

wrapper to be forwarded to the Issue and
Gazette Branch. .
Examiner also enters the classification

appearing on the issue classification slip in the

space provided on the front of the file and in the
space provided in the stamping at the left mar-
gin of the drawing. Care should be exercised to
see that all three entries of the classification are

~correct and in agreement, particularly after

any alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
an erroneous clas-

cial Gazette., - ‘
_ All Examiners are requested to fill in the
class and subclass on the drawings in large.
1sing as much of the space provided
as feasible. In this way the filing of drawings
and subsequent retrieval by the Issue and
Gazette Braneh will be greatly aided. See aiso
§1302.10. - ‘ o

The Supplement to the Manual of Classifica-
tion identifies all unofficial subclasses and
digests in all classes (excluding designs) which
were of record at the time the Supplement was
prepared. This Supplement is intended as an
interim publication only until the Manual of
Classification can be completely reprinted with
the unofficial subelasses and digests shown in
their proper relationship to their respective
classes. ; '

All examiners must include unofticial subelass
designators on the blue issue slips (1P0-270)
at the time of issue when appropriate (exclud-
ing design classes). This applies to both the
original classifiention and the cross-referenee
classifiention. Any time that a patent is eing
issned in or cross-referenced to a subelass con-

Rev. 27, Jan., 1171




allowance, no longer any d

 designation of

_ cludes unoffic

subel
be

is ?a'n,incomplete;and -

improper entry on a blue issue slip. All official

_subeclasses which
now designated with an “R” (denotin
and if the patent does not fit an in
official subclass, the blue slip should
the R designation. It is permissible t
multiple copies ¢
unofficial subcl
When the origina
unofficial subclass (inclu
the front of the file wrapper and the drawing
should also include the alpha designation.
Digests should also be included on the blue

ing the "R subclass),

nt is classified in an

have unofficial subclasses are -
dual)

atent into a single set of

issue slip, but the original classification must

never be a digest. The indication f
n a digest must 1
e area of the blue issue slip
‘identified by class number, alpha characters
DIG and appropriate digest number.

ResuBMISSION .

The original classification
application may h i
situation. The file wrapper of such an applica-
tion will be stamped, “RESU BMIT TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV. ‘
stamp appearing below the Interference Search
box. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmitted. Note t
be no resubmission if there is. at the time of
' oubt or dispute about
the proper classification. ,

In the case of oversized patents. where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent
to the subelass in which a cross reference is to
be placed. the Examiner may indicate on the
issue classification slip that a digest of the
patent should be prepared, thus, 74-340 (di-
gest). After the hard copy is printed, the Issue
~ Section of the Document

inquires of the Examiner as to whicl
the patent should constitute the digest.  Where
an official Classification Order affects an appli-
_eation already passed to issue, the Documenta-
tion Division makes the necessary changes on
the file wrapper, blue slip, and drawing, if any.
The Clerk of the Examining Group is notified
so that the Serial Register card may be simi-
larly changed.

Applications which already have been sent
to the printer will be classified by the Docu-
mentation Division at the time the patent issues,

Rev. 27, Jan. 1971

copy of .
__ent in another Examining

ation Service Branch
) sheets of

secation [R-23]

examination of the case,

pt as to cross-

to claimed or un-

sc handling related

‘ ould b nsulted duriag

p ion (whether they handle larger un-

claimed combinations or claimed or unclaimed,

but disclosed, subcombinations), and asked if

c references are needed. A cross-reference

MUST be provided for all CLAIMED dis

closure where possible and inserted on the blue
issue classification slip at time of issue.

1 003.07(b) Issuing in Another Exam-

ining Group Without
Transfer [R-23]

When an Examiner issues a prospective pat-
roup, he notes

_ in the space provided on the blue issue classifi-

' cation slip, in red ink, the class

assignment of an
ave involved a “borderline”

_, ete.”, the
_ and assigning them to cl

hat there should y ;
aminers concur }

_ tion slip, or wher
- Patent Classifier,

- (When the

and subclass of
arenthesis the number

the other Group, and 1n parent!
e initials of said other

of said other Group. (T
Primary Examiner must also appear in said
space.) In the lower left corner, the Examiner
writes his own Group number in black ink.
satent issues, the Documentation
11, as a matter of routine, send the
the Group involved.)
ses to issue from one Group
» classes in another Group
is restricted to those situations where both Ex-
in the proposed classification of
the patent, which must be shown by the con-
curring Examiner initialing the issue classifica-
e there has been a ruling by a
who must initial the slip.

Division wi
necessary notices to
The sending of ca

903.08 Applicétions: Assignment and
Transfer [R-23] ‘

The Examining Group to which an applica-

tion is assigned 1s responsible for its examina-

tion until such time as the application is offi-
cially transferred to another (iroup by the
Documentation Division.

The Primary Examiners have full authority
to accept any application submitted to them
that they believe is properly classifiable in a
class in their Art Unit. ,

1 903.08(a) New Applications [R-27]

assigmed to the various.

New applications are ,
first. instance by the

Examining Groups in the

Application Branch.
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. PRIOR ART. CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH

1 pon receiving an ap ton from Applic
tion Branch, th rk in charge of processi
new applicati ( ;
wrapper and the back of the docket register

card on the day the file is to be delivered to the

hould date stamp the file

903.08(a) |

of five copies and is used as a transmittal, Group

charge and notification form.
_ If the search in connection with the first ac-
tion develo art showing proper classification

_elsewhere, tne transfer is initiated after a re-

Supervisory Primary Examiner. The complete

__application (file, drawing, and serial register
__card) are then given to the approp ‘

visory Primary Examiner. The clerks should
not permit these cases to remain overnight be-

fore distributing. o
If the Supervisory Primary Examiner de-

cides that the application properly belongs in
his Art Unit, it is processed as a new receipt.

See § 903.08(b).

When a new application is received which,

in the opinion of the Primary Examiner, does
not belong to his Group, he may request trans-
fer to another Group. See § 903.08(d)

Form PO-447, “Transfer Request” consists

Super- = : ,
. The classification assignment of an applica-
tion to the proper Examining Group. especially

sponse is received from applicant,

~ BORDERLINE (CLASSIFICATION

when there is submission to and assignment by
the Office of Documentation, often involves a
borderline situntion. Classifiers in the Office of
Documentation, when assigning such border-
line cases, will stamp the file wrapper directly
below the interference search box when it 1s
their considered opinion that the classification
of such an application should be reconsidered
on allowance. The stamp will indicate which

~ Documentatiou Division will reconsider the
case on a “Special” basis. ‘ ,

Rev. 27, Jan. 1971



1
nd in the upper
rawing (first sheet).
which the case pertains,
‘ ' xaminer

erk for

Upon the receipt of a
e R ;
~ promptly
- cedure outlined in § 903

tx:ansfe'

fer Procedure

rence of opinion among
y Examiners as to as-
: , e Group, the matter i
itted to the Docum ntation *Pos :

n

FFERENT GROUPS
. Transfer of undoc

~ Groups via the regular messenger service with-
- out: submissior

d the application to the reveiv-
ing Group with a transfer request, PO-447,
_within one calendar week of receipt in the for-
submitted within two weeks of the Group re-
ceipt date of the amendment. If an a yplication
is not submitted within the time limit, it must
be classified, assigned and retained in the orig-
inal Group. i

 Exceptions to these time limits are:

1. All new applications (docketed and un-
docketed) transferred to (iroup 220 purely for
security reasons. : o

2. New undocketed applications which are

hand carried.

warding G ‘oulp‘. ‘Amended applications must be

‘Tl\e, appli- e complete file with forn

_to his transfer clerk for

~ ceipt,
initials on the form PO-H7 in any available

~ space. Where acceptance of an application is.
 refused by the second Group within .

. If an applic
. limit, the se

ind docketed new and
- amended applications may be requested between
to, or approval by the Office

 of Documentation. However, the forwarding
- Group must sen

 the space pro-
f the _olylowir;g

(1) Identification of the controlling claim

nable in another Group. =
ification of any existing informal
igreement. e
reasons—with fu
isory Primary Examing

lanation.
may give

nger service, or he ma ; !

gister card from the clerk and hand carry the
entire file to the other Group Art Unit.
If the receiving Examiner agrees to accept -

_ the application, he initials the form PO-H7
and the face of the file wrapper. The transfer
 is effected by the clerk in the Group which ac-
_ cepts the application by transfer. Application
Braneh is notified by PO—447(a) and the for-
. warding Group is notified by PO-H7¢e).
 If the other Examiner does NOT agree t

t the al')'plication within one week of re-
he indicates his reasons and adds his

d G one week

of receipt in the second Group, it may be sub-
mitted to the Documentation Division associ-
ated with the forwarding Group for decisior.
" fused within the time
: must keep and examine

the applicat s .

_ Transfer inquiry after expiration of the

- period may be made by hand carrving the ap-

plication directly to the second Group for pos- .
sible acceptance. If it is accepted, the transfer
is effected, but if it is refused, the originai

Group must keep and examine the application.
Transfer of amended applications (any ap-.

plication having a response to an action by the .

Patent Office) may be requested by using the
regular messenger service, if transfer is niti-
ated within two weeks from the Group receipt
date of the response. The procedure for request-

ing transfer of such an amended application is

similar to the procedure for requesting transfer

~ of a new case. The time limit for initiating
transfer nf an amended application is two weeks
from the Group receipt date of the response.
 The procedure for hand carrying an amended
_ application is also similar; if accepted after the

Rev. 26, Oct. 1970

147 attached.
by regular
the docket



 accordance with the forwa Exa

recommendations or, whe 1 this is not a
e, to some other Group

class and Group Art Unit numbers and his.

tials on the face of the file wrapper and on PO-

~ vided on the form.

Where the change results in assignment of an

~ application to a class under
another Documentation Divi

concurrence and
(Classifier in the other |

ain circumstances a
“controlling classifi-

pplicatio a class or

Group which in his judgment is better equipped

to examine the application. This is fully
described in paragraph 6 and 9 of § 903.08(e);

see also the last paragraph of §903.08(a).

Assignment by the Classifier becomes final, and

no transfer should be accepted without the
Classifier’s initials on the face of the file
wrapper- G

0 ' RECONSIDERATIONS

The Supervisory Primary Examiner of the

~ Group Art Unit to which an application istrans-.
forred may request reconsideration provided

that Group Art Unit has not seen the applica-

tion bef re the transfer, if he believes the
Classifi s assignment is in error, by briefiy

 stating his reasons on a new form PO-H47 and

sending it with the application to his Docu-

‘mentation Division. Only one such request will

be accepted. The Classifier having jurisdiction

of the class in which the application is assigned
considers the matter and writes his decision on
PO-447. However, reconsideration may not be
requested by a forwarding Group when an
application is returned by a Classifier for
examination. : o

~ Full clerical procedures for trunsfering ap-

 plications are set forth in section 1205 of the
Mannua! of Clerical Procedure.

Rev. 26, Oct. 1070

e writes the assigned ill othe o
~ generation a%:;and never changed. Also, these
classes are

447. briefly giving his reasons in the space pre-  plans, som

 existing condition as |

SN '&gx?tatio)_n ~the cases into th
S ~the applications wher

‘ing the classification of patents. e
let Derelopment and Use of Patent Classifica-
- tion Systems.) bl e i T

'fact'shoiﬁld be borne lin mind t’hatghe .
ng regulations are only general guides,
ns frequently arise because ofsome
ndition. The fact should also be
hat the Patent Classifiers as well
iners are confronted with

its, an

sed on different theories and

netions, some on the material worked upo
and some apparently, on no theory or plan
all. The Paten ifiers cannot change thi
h application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail

whe y will

_ proper classification.

1. The assignment of applications fdl]oﬁ*s," as

far as possible,

2. The most comprehensive claim, that is the
claim to the most extensive combination, ‘
erns, and this is true whether there is only one

‘such claim and a large number of other claims, -
~ or whether the sets of claims are more evenly
divided. It is regarded as just as vital that one

complex claim be searched and adjudicated by
an Examiner skilled in the art as that a group

of such claims be so searched and adjudicated.

3. The claims and statement of invention are

generally taken as they read, since any attempt

of a Patent Classifier to go behind the record

and decide the case upon what is _deemed the
“real invention’ would, it is believed, introduce

more errors than such action would cure. The
_ Patent Classifiers cannot possess the specific
knowledge of the state of the art in all the .

classes that the Patent Examiners collectively
ossess. Further, such questions are matters

“of merit for the Examiners to determine and

are often open to argument and are subject for
appeal.
4. The location of the U.S. Fatents,consti- ',
tuting the prior art is genera ly controlling
over all else. (Note: Where time permits, ob-
vious misplacements of the patents constituting
the prior art are corrected, but to straighten all

‘art, some on structure, some on g

chwork and try to get

1 8; bestf'hanf .

dled. To do this often violates the 2atent Clas-
sifier’s views as to what constitutes a really

he rules or principles govern-
(See the book-

s -



ers.

6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized kin,

au cases,g “-here g-hey { « he facts as War-
ranting it, to assig
~ tion to the Group

“will at times:
patents contain
claims, the Pate

- proper classificat
~ are allowed.
Thusin ¢ ,
hybrid or mixed subject matter and ,t’he‘Sn;l)eyr-,
visory Primary Examiner in one discip in

feels that the application requires consideration -
: t ex Group inone

emical,
, may  tic of the article recited, the application will be

by, or may be best examined by, a

of the other technical disciplines,

Electrical, or Mechanical, he may su

~ plication to his Patent Classifie
assign the application on a
basis, in accordance with th

~ Some examples of applica
thus submitted include:

(1) A ) hyb

~ claim wherein, for instance, a product is defined

“merely in terms of the process for producing it.

See § 705.01(e) (1). : e

least one claim to mixed subject matter, a part

of which is chemical, the application may be
assigned to the appropriate chemical Art Unit

for examination: or where the application is
properly assigned to a mechanical class and a

priate electrical Art Unit for examination.
As indicated earlier, when an application
which had been assigned for examination in ac-

lowed, it will be classified according to the con-
troling claim. In effect, assignment for exami-

_ nation may be on a “*best examinable” basis, but

the patent will issue and be classified according
to the rules of superiority in classification ; thus,
the search file will have a constant set of rules
governing placement of patents therein.

Where an application is being reassigned
from one examining discipline to another, under
the provisions of this subsection, the Patent

iere there is a claim drawn to

_ unnecessary.

n application “containing a hybrid " placed swhere. in the judgment of the Patent

" Classifiers they will be best searched and adju-

e - decision in this class of cases as to satisfy, or in
(2) Where an application properly assigned ' ' :
to a mechanical or electrical class contains at. .

. 10. An Examiner seeking the transfer of a
" case may make a search, both of his own class

claim therein contains electrical subject matter,
the application may be assigned to the appro-

bl e . . : _involved is utilized.
cordance with this subsection ultimately is al-

134.1

nres fa under the j

e art within his discipline. In those cases
herein the zpplication of the reference(s) is
 evident or clear, the first Examiner should
include a brief statement explai the

the rela-

*ﬁ‘on and possible application of the

to the claim{s): in case of dispu

cessity of this procedure, the Patent
has power to require the statement. .
7. When an np}:}ication ‘has been taken up
E: or action and a requirement
d' necessary, a part of the
ing cted to matter classifiable in
‘where the case is being examined, an

. action requiring restriction should be made
- without seeking '
_Group. The action of the applicant in response
‘to the requirement for restricticn may result

a transfer of the case to another

in making a transfer of the application

8. Ordinarily w 'ere"‘{ull 'the,'clai’ms of,anﬁﬂpo e
lication are for an article made of a specific
omposition or alloy with no other characteris-

assigned to the composition or alloy class.

9. A class of cases exists in which either no
art or a divided a found and in which no
rule or principle is involved. - (Such cases are

dicated. It is often impossible to o explain a

any way aid, the Examiners interested. In- =
eed, the reasons for or against sending such.
ases one place or another may be so evenly bal-
nced that no reason of any value can be given.

and the class to which he thinks the case should F

be transferred, and the Examiner in charge of

the Art Unit should exhibit the result of such
search to the Office of Documentation. This is
the way the expert knowledge of the Examiners

1903.08(f) Patent Classifier’s Decision

[R-23]

A Classifier in a Documentation Division de-
cides the question of the proper classification
of the application, and either (1) returns the
application to the Group which submitted it if
he denied the transfer request, or (2) forwards
the application to the Group to which it is
transferred. S

' Rev. 26, Oct. 1970




If the apphcatxon 18
which submxtted i ,

Ifthe case is one “hzch had been take'

actxon by an Examiner according to its effective
- filing daie, it should be treated as special by any .
- Examiner, Art Unit, or Group to whlch it 1s 5

o transferred bee § 708. 01

903 09 Intemauonal Ciassxﬁcanon of '
‘ ~ Patents for Invemwns [R— i

23]

The Council of Furope and the Intemamonai -l
Bureau for the Protection of Industrial Prop-

H Electnmty

_ erty (BIRPI), have promuigated an Interna-
- tional Classification of Patents for inventions
(abbreviated “Int. CL”). The full Int. ClL. des-
ignation must be placed in the indicated sp:

~on: the blue issue classification slip (form PO—-‘

- 270) when an application is passed to issue. .

Basxc stnvanomx, Cmssrnc‘.now :
‘ STRUCTURE :

An overall pxcture of the Intematlona.

Section . ..
Subsectxon S
Class i
Subclass
~Group

Qubgrouﬁ .
" 'This can be graphically ﬂlustmted *hus
bectmn Class Subclass

\A(J'Ib‘///,ZI/;s :

Group

Section—=Subsection
The International Classification is dxwded
into the following main sections bearing capital
letters A through H, and then, into subsections
(without any demgnatmg sym bol) :
A. Human necessities::

Subsectxons Agnculturé
; ‘ Foodstuffs and tobacco

Persqnal and domestic
articles
Health and amusement

Rev. 26, Oct. 1970

: Classﬁicatmn System bres.kdown is as follows:

~are designated by a ]ower case letter
- Group (Correspondmg to U.S

: Subgroup :

} try and metallurgy
ections: Che;xnxstry

bubsecﬁons Buﬁdl
: \*Immg

. \iechamcs, lxghtmg, and heatmg
Sub: ""tlona Engm& and pumps
- %neenng in general
' g L1g ting and heatmg *
Weapons blastmg
Pn sics:
Subsections: Instruments
: \ucleomcs

Subsectlon | Electrlclt)

‘Z
as8 : ‘ ,
‘Each :ELthll or eubsennon is dluded into

classes which are designated by a two digit

number followmg the section (iealgnatlon ‘
‘Example:

o Al kgrlculture F o"estry ; Amm'll Hus-

Trappmg, Fish-

bandry; Huntmg,
ing

(Correspondmg to U S Class) , :
lass is divided into subclfhses which' -

-~ Example: : o ,
4.01b—-—-Soxl “ork‘ng m agrmulture or
_ forestry R

. Mainline ' Sub— ‘

class) ' :
Each subclass is divided mto umt‘; 1eferred

to as groups which are identified by a number
to the left of a diagonal slash and 00 to the
right thereof.
Example:
A01b 1/00 Hand tools

o .Subgroups (Correspondmg to U.S. Indented

Subc]asses)
Groups may be dn ided into subgroups which
are designated by a number to the right of the
diagonal slash. '

Example:
\Olb 1/02—spades; shovels

154.2




or the inherent na-
function '
2. a subclass for its intended field of use.
Preference must be given to
of use unless the inventi
_adapted to a particula
 which a class exists. The ¢l
whether the invention is
one field of use, or whet!
more than one particular fiel
s o classify the
A(intrn on an
use) ; especially when the
place rests on the classt
than on fact. More detail
problem may be found in: :
the #“Forward and Guide” in Volume 1 of the
Imt.CL : f

ypinion rather

B. 'Selech'n'gl,G'ryo’upsw (Cbi‘i‘espon‘ding to U.S.

' Mainline Subclasses)

quently, there will be two or more groups which

seem equally relevant, requiring a choice be-

tween them or classification in more than one
- group. Contrary to U.S. practice, n which the

more comprehensive subject ‘matter appears
first in the schedule, in the Int. Cl, these in-

_ventions may be found in the lower part of the
schedule. ,

C. Selecting Subgroups Corresponding to U.S. |

Indented Subclasses)

“An invention should be cla&siﬁ?d in the lowest.
~ (most indented) subgroup which is compre-

hensive to embrace all essential features of the
~ invention. ' Sl
U.S.—INTERNATIONAL ('LASSIFICATION
~ " CONCORDANCE, o

The Office of Search Systems and Documen-

_cation is primaril

~ ented. With this i
. a complete one to one concordance bet:
two systems cannot be attained. The concord-
ance then must be recognized :
Tor the ] : _used in conjunc
e invention,and - fieation M

 or should be classified.

0 ~rather . Systems and Documen
treatment of this
raphs 20, 21 in ~

tation has prepared a concordance between the

154.3

belasses and the International
| recognized that th®
ptually different; the
, primarily on structure
while the International Classifi-
industry and profession ori-
mind, it will be seen that
n the

1 guide to be
with the International
_not as a translation

; or oncordance may. re-
o only one relevant group, and not neces-

ily the only group in which the patent can

.

fication 1\

. Itis further recoguized that the concordance
~may be incomplete in

_areas and contain
ore, if corrections
eed to ‘ ance, the Exam-
ning Corps is requested to report any suggested
changes to the Admiz ator, Office of Search
n, Room 2-8A11.
envisaged to improve
cation system and to
nical development. A for-
odifications, however, is not

"Continuing revision
the International C
take account of tech
mal adoption o

~ expected to take_pla'cé at shorter intervals than
: “about five years. ' L
There are no firm rules of hierarcay. Fre- / T

GE.\'ERAL

; I’ntemationgal Classification will bé‘blﬂced :

“on all issuing applications and Defensive Pub-
lication documents. i

2. Each person involved in placing Interna-

- tional Classification on patents should read
~ pages ix to xxxiii in the front of Volume lof
‘the International. Classification of Patents
“Manual. i e S8

3. As indicated above the International Clas-

sification of Patents of the issuing application
'~ should be placed on the blue issue classification
- slip (Form PO-270) in the space headed “In-

ternational Classification.”™

4. It is required that one International Clas-
~sifieation and no more than three (3) be placed
~on all cases. It is required that the full elabo-
_ration be designated (e.g. A0lc 5/00).

Rev. 26, Oct. 1970



be such that the Ex- ot only mus L witl

rake a second search the invention ciaimed is classifiable, but also
d- - analogous arts regardless of where classified.
The determination of when arts are analo-
re ' , "gous is at times difficult. It depends upon the
any reference “hoiw ppear to be sub-  necessary essential function or utility of the
stantially more _ subject matter covered by the claims, and not °
in the first Office action has become available upon what it is called. . N
subsequent to the initial pri . It “For esample, a tea mixer and a concrete
r ' _mixer are for the same art, namely, the mixing
ive . art. this being the necessary function of

. Similarly a brick cutting machine and a bisc
 cutting machine. have the same necessary

}4.01(d) Outlining Field of Search

plication  In outlining a field ‘of search the Examiner
should note every class and subclass that may
" have material pertinent to the subject matter as
claimed. Every subclass and digest pertinent
to each type cf invention claimed should be
listed, from the largest combination through
- the various subcombinations to the most ele-
, , : mer;fary part. ,Thle search sh};)ulc%;cxtend\ gf,alll
: 2 e . probabhle areas relevant to the claimed subject
904.01(a) Variant ,Embodlments ,rn)m.tter and shonld cover the disclosed fea.t-ljxres o
~ Within Scope of Claim = ;‘\ill_idlﬂn]ight reasonably be expected to be
“claimed. ‘ e

Substantially every claim includes within its e following should | (@)
breadth or scope of definition one or more vari-  that a combination reference is necessary to -
ant embodimerts not disclosed by.’, apphca\n_t,’; reject a claim drawn to an old or exhausted
which would anticipate the terms of the defini-  .ompination, (b) that a combination reference
tion. . The claim must be so analvzed and g valuable as a basic reference where elements
understood that any such variant encountered  thereof may be varied by substituting equiva-

during the search will be recognized and lent elements of a secondary reference, (c) that

selected. Sl ' ‘ a convincing aid to a rejection on the ground

In each type of subject matter capable of of old combination is the citation of references
“such treatment (e.g., a machine or other ap- showing the '.subcombmqtmns;to,}lave been al-
paratus), the subject matter as defined by the ready recognized as having practical and more

claim may be sketched in order to clearly general utility, (d) that combination claims
‘ can be shown unpatentable by combining sepa-

delineate the limitations of the claim. Two or ‘ : : o
more sketches. each of which is as divergent rately _}c]aas,mﬁed subcombinational elements
from the particular disclosure as is permitted where reasons can be given for holding ob-
om the particular CISCosure ! PETMITLES viousness in forming the combination, and (e}
by claim recitation, will assist the Examiner in  that in the rejection of a claim on the ground
determining the C‘]%_llm’s nc_tua] breadth Or scope. of ug.rgregatimi. the citation of references show-
However, an applicant will not be required to  ing the individual utility of the elements may
submit such sketches of clnim structure (In re  better prove that the aggregative structure s
Application filed November 16, 1045. 1951  no more than the sum of the features shown by
~ the several elemental patents.

‘ C.D. 1; 646 O.G. 5). :
| o 155

388764 OOl

90 401 . Aml)sls of Clﬂlm

" The breadth of the claims in the appl ,
should alwass be carefully noted; that is, the -
Examiner shoul: fully aware of what the
claims do nof call for, as well as what they do
require. There is always danger of reading
_into the claim limitations imported from the
specification or drawing. T £
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which search for refe
e date of the search.
n subsequent actions,
‘made, notation of the ad
is also endorsed and i

It is a prerequisite to a speedy and just de-

_ termination of the issues involved in the ex-
- amination of an application that a careful and

comprehensive search, commensurate with the
limitations appearing in the most detailed
claims in the case, be made in preparing the first
action on the merits so that the second action on

- cant’s amendment. A complete search should

result if applicant included, at the time of filing,

claims varying from the broadest to which he
~believes he is entitled to the most detailed that
he would be willing to aceept. a o

"It thus results that the Examiner finds ref-

~claims before him, would be useful for fore-
stalling the possible presentation of claims to
~other subject matter regarded by applicant as
his invention, and claimable with the subject

matter being currently claimed, but shown to

be cited the Ex- -
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
No employees other than those assigned to this

‘be old by these references.
~ In selecting the references to

aminer should carefully compare the references

with one another and with the applicant’s dis-
closure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary
number. The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be available,
but only the “best.” (Rule 106.) - Multiplying
references, any one of which is as good as, but

no better than, the others, adds to the burden

and cost of prosecution, and should therefore
be avoided. However, if doubt exists as to
the inclusion of a reference, it is better to err in
citing too much art rather than too little,

The best reference shonld always be the one
used.  Sometimes the best reference will have a
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In all references considered, including non-
~patent, foreign patents and domestic patents,
. the Examiner should study the specification or
. description sufficiently to determine the full
~ value of the reference disclosure relative to the
claimed or claimable subject matter.

901.02 Conducting the Search [R-

/90501 Photocopy Orders [R-24]

" Patents and/or applications received from
- Germany since October 1, 1968 and from Japan,

France and U.S.S.R. since July 1, 1969 are not

" up on weekly or other periodic publishing
“sequences, all orders must mnclude the country,
patent or application number, and the publica-

tion date (1f known) of the ordered document.
Reference should be made to §901.05(a)

~ to assist'in determining the publication date of
y encountered foreign patents and -

applications.

thorized by an Examiner having full or partial

“signatory authority in the box headed “PRI-

MARY EXAMINER (Signature)”. The

stamped name of the authorizing Examiner will
~be ‘indication of authority for Reproduction
- Section. Handwritten signatures should not
- be used. ‘ SR ‘ '

90502 Soft Copy Orders [R-24]
Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the

Examiner for his use. These orders are filled

Branch have access to the. files of printed
copies of patents. In emergency cases, orders
may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whose

_approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-

ate filling of said orders.

UrpariNe oF UNoFFIcIaL PateNT TastiNGs

All unofficial patent copies in Official sub-
clnsses and Digests have been recorded as of the

summer of 1969, In order that each search file

be complete as to unofficial patent copies at the

in numerical sequence. Inasmuch as the Patent
- Office supplies orders for copies of these foreign =
the merits can be made final or the application  documents from master microfilm reels made
_allowed with no further searching other than to
 update the original search. It is normally not
" enough that references be selected to meet only
- the terms of the claims alone, especially if only
broad claims are presented:; but the search
should, insofar as possible, also cover all sub-
ject matter which the Examiner reasonably
anticipates might be incorporated into appli- PR w, -
Al orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
“inating in the Examining Groups must be au-




~ time of co
_card files, it is nece
atent copy subsequently .
e be recorded. ..
' ordering unofficiai paten
1 he search file the Exam-

e the intended classification

e patent on form PO-14 “Ex-

Soft Copy™ under t head

: ymentation who will re
number and intended elassification d

and in turn forward the PO-14s to the Patent :

Copy Sales Branch.
- Should the “NOTES
* be blank upon receipt hy Documentation, it will
“be assumed that the Examiner does not wish the
. patent to be recorded. ' PO Y
" ‘Because of the
pate

[Re27]

the case of a reissue application.
Patented and abandoned files may be ob-
tained in the Record Room and Abandoned
File Unit respectively, by filing out Charge
Form (PO-125), ¢
the clerk in charge.

“The file should be promptly

should be given to the Record Room upon ob-
taining the file, and as soon'as these matters have

the Record Room. '
When au interference

should be 1|

known at all times. i

Examiners may expedite service in obtaining
abandoned files and patented files by ordering

them by telephone,

When ordering a patented file from the Rec-
ord Room, the name of the person ordering the

by regflyihu'j
“forthe file 1s

B %i“)’a(‘e of 'fm"m’ P(f_)-l{} ]

t of printing copies of
sed in their
be returned . :

xaminers.  drawings
o - however,

905.03 Orders for Patented and Aban.
donedk_:',File"stri [R—22]

In the examination of an application it is
sometimes necessary to inspect the application

~ papers of some previously: abandoned applica-
tion or granted patent. This is always true in:

’ 90504 ,Mérkingl Examiners’i Cdi)ieé of

~ When the Examiners’ copies of patents are '

*the application should mark in ink on the face
 of the drawings, or the specifications where

~there are no drawings, such features as may. be
~ deemed advantageous in aiding understanding
' ofthe patents in future searches. ,

wnd leaving this Form with

“returned when the Examiner has finished with
it. Where a patented file is needed for the pur-
s of reissue or interference, this information

  905'.05 Charge for Pending Applica-
been disposed of, the file should be returned to. T

is declared between a

»atent and an application and the interference
1s forwarded to the Board of Patent Interfer-
ences, the clerk in charge of the Record Room '
nformed in order that the charge
may be changed and the location of the file
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t he applica-

‘hich matured into the patent. An Ex-
aminer crdering a pa ented file should also place

is Art Unit number on the Form. If the nota-

ton “HOLD® is marked on the Form PO-125

case will be held at the Record Room andin
. absenice of such notation it will be sent to
Art Unit indieated. If ordered by phone,
pear at the Record Room
P0O-125 and to pick up
: -erv of the file

, iner time may be
aved by sending » Form PO=125, completed in-
the manner indicated above, to the Record Boom

ssenger Service. The file
me Messenger Serv-
ited on the form or it
ord Room cnly if so re-.

Branch has charge of the
ed;cases;(”anceleﬁ sheets,
stained with the patented

re not
d with the “Abandoned

drawings but are file

Files and Drawings.”

Patents

sent to their respective Art Units to be filed,
they should be routed across the appropriate -
Examiners' desks prior to placement in the
shoes. The As stant Examiners who examined

~ tion Files [R-22]

~ Whenever an application file is temporarily
removed from the Group or Branch having
jurisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125
must be completed, and left with the clerk in

_charge.

Whenever a file is removed from the Group
application file rack for nse by an Examiner
assigned to that Group, but not having jurisdic-
tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-25 should
e inserted in place of the borrowed file.

All files should be returned promptly to their
proper location.
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