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903.08(f) Classification Examiner's Declalon

cation tor examinntinn, tl,le examiner m mm .
thorough study. thereof and shall make & thorough -
investigation of the amilable prior art relating:to the
subject matter of the lnvention sought to he patented 4

901 01 Canceled Matter in U.S Patent
Files

Cahceled mattervm 'the apphcatlon ﬁle of a
U.S. patent is not a proper reference. . L

901 02  Abandoned and Forfeued Ap-
plications ;

Rule 108. Abandoned and forfelted applications ot
czted Abandoned ‘and forfeited npplicatlons 1 such
will not be cited as references. y

" Where a forfelted or abandoned’ apphcatlon
is referred to in an issued UU.S. patent the dis-
closure .of the application is incorporated by
reference into the disclogure of the. patent and
is available to the public. See Rule 14(b).

'In re Heritage, 1950 C.D. 419; 639 O 638.

holds that where a patent refers to and rehes

Issuing in Another Divislon Without

Classification and Assigoment to Examlngr‘

137

upon the disclosure of a copending abandoned
application, such dxsclosure s avmlable as a
reference.

It has also been held that. where the ‘refer-
ence dpatent refers to a copending but aban-
doned application which discloses subject mat-
ter in common with the patent, the effective
date of the reference as to the common subject
matter ig the filing date of the abandoned ag

lication. Ex parte Clifford, 49 U.S.P.Q. 15

x parte Peterson, 63 U.S. PQ 99; and In re

Switzer et al., 612 O.G. 11,
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901.04 ents
The following ‘different series
ents are being, or in the past hi

The date of patenting '
ench copy 8. the pablicato

1so given on the face of the patent, is
‘ d\ét s effective date as a reference (35
U.S.C. 102(e)).

X-Gorics,  These are the sbiti

e

e

£ g -

10000 patents iosued betwean 1700 and July 4,
388

hey were not originally numbered; but
been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the
sequence i which they were issued. - The nam-
ber ‘should ot be cited." 'When copies are or-
dered, the pa d d:
suffico for identifieation. ; Copies in stock: sre
arranged chronologically. ;

1836 Serice. The mechanical, electrical,
chemical patents issued ‘sirice 1836 ‘and’ fre-
uently designated as “utility” patents, arein-
cluded in this series. A citation by number
only is understood to refér to'this series. ' This
series comprises the bulk:of all U.S. patents
issued. .Some U.S. patents issued in 1861 bear
g:o ngénbers\b‘ut only the larger number should
. Reissue Series. Reissued patents (Section
1401) have been given a separate series of num-
bers preceded by “Be.” 1In citing, the letters
and the number must be given, e.z., Re 1776,
* The date.that it is effective as a_reference is
“the effective date of the original patent ap-
plication, not the filing date of the reissue
A. 1, Series. From 1838 to 1861, patents
covering an inventor's improvement on his own
patented. device were given a separate series of
numbers preceded by “A.L” to indicate. Addi-
tional Improvement. In citing, the letters
and the number must be given, e.g., AL 113.
About 300 such patents were issued. |

Bev. 18, July 1067

the Scientific Library. ... = .
'901.05(a)  Citation Data,

tex;tee’s‘ name and date of issue -

The mechanica), Eelééufical, and

ollowin;
- be ob% d from

Foreign patent publications t! itnsve‘ Ambic
and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-
cate the date, show in order the day, month; and

'

year. Roman numerals always refer to the

month.
Japanese patent application - publications
show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
in order the year of the reign' of the present
Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert
the Japanese year of the Emperor to the West-
ern calendar year, add 1926 to the Japanese
year. For example: 40:3-6=March 6, 1965. =
Foreign language, alphabetical lists of the
names of the months, and of the names and ab-
breviations for the United ‘States of America
are shown an the following page. The lists set
forth only selected, commonly ' encountered
foreign language names, and do not include
those which are similar to the English langudge
names and thus easily translatable. -~
In using the lists, identification of the foreign
language gexcept. for Russian)), is not necessary.
The translation into English is ascertained by
alphabetically locating the foreign language
name on the list. : DRSNS AN I
The list of the foreign language names and
abbreviations for the United States is useful in
determining whether a foreign language patent
publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-
plication in the United States. R




. ottobre
pagdziernika

sierpnia -

srpna
stycznia
: ) 5 syyskuu
helmikuu February - tammikuu
hubtikuu - g April ' toukokuu
Jégnmer 7. January B uwnora
janvier oo Januar, - wreefnia

. joulukuu o ‘ zari
Juillet g ' :
< juin

iea&kuu ) June

kvetna IR S May © ' aBryer
‘kwietnia ' o Apri] anpens
feden January nexabps
lipea © o July . _ HIOMb
listopad November . HDEB
listopada - . November - uafl
lokskuw .. Oetaber ::‘l:'g .
luglio | July OKTA pb'
lutego February ceraTalbps
maaliskuu March deBpas
maart Mareh ' H#HBADH

’ 'Febmary
. -September
September

RUSSIAN

September
February
January

Alphabetical List of Selected Foreign Language Names and
Abbreviations for the United States of America

Amerikas Forenta Stater ' s.U.

De Forenete Stater av Amerika g g

E.U.A. * ‘ V.St.A.

E.U.d'Am. : V.St.v.A.

Etats-Unis d’Amérique Ver.St.V.Am(erika) ,

Sp.St.A. ) « , Vereenigde Staten Van Amerika

Spoj. 8t.Am. Vercenigde Staten Van Noord-Amerika
: Spu;ene Staty Amencke - Vereinigten Stasten Von Amerika

tany Zjednoczone Ameryki Vorenede Stater i Amerika

Btati Umct d' America
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(2; Patent,
(€] Prlnted spplication.
(4) Identicsl data pri

nted in both Finnish end Swedish,

(5) Citation date to be used, if shown on patent.
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11 Examiners,. Co
cer] man, French and Belgian
1 granting patents are found in Ex
chwitz et al., 138 U.S.P.Q. 505. This
nvolve anticipation but the bar of
ing under_ 35 U,S.C. 102(d).:
ex fapglicati ns have been is-
rm beginning September 1,
p to De-
atentan-

from this date u

ve an
1, §7

000 snd which will be the number of the patent,

if issued. This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number. In addi-
tion to the above, data customarll{.'eﬁiven in eit-
ing foreign patents should be used. -Printed
‘applications are listed under “Other Refer-
ences” in the citation thereof. :
German Utility Models (Gebrauchsmuster)
may be used as references as prior patents, but
not as prior printed publications since the full
sgeciﬂcations -are not- printed effective as of
their registration date. When necessary, the
Librarian will obtain the complete text of the
ification  from the German Patent Office.
i&peﬁcle of such copies is maintained in the Scien-
tific Library. : , ‘ :
- Netherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
re printed beginning January 1, 1964. They
are captioned “Octrooiasnvrage”. They should
be cited as Netherlands applications giving the
number, date of publication, “Datum van ter
inzagelling”, name of applicant, “Aanvrager”,
and data customarily given in citing foreign
patents. ‘ N
Certain British applications had become void
and hence lack a date of acceptance. Neverthe-
less, they were given a number in the patent
series. The date of publication (year onlyhis
iven following the statement “Printed for His
giaj%s;?’s Stationery Office,” and this should
cited.

139

number of the patent, as-<

- 1910—No.: 4993 0 o
- 1912—No. 19421 % -

In instances of this kind the patent should be

nent placed t thg; ttgr

cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No, 19421 of 1913,

“Somé countries iﬁsvgfega@ts;bffﬁdditi n and
they should be identified as such and the num-
ber of the addition paten W

““Patents’ of addition™ gener:
provements of a patented parent i
can be obtained by the proprieto:
invention. ' Inventiveness in relation tothe
ent invention need not be demonstrated an:
term is governed by the term of the parent

patent. R S A R
For citation of the number of pages of draw-
in%and sgeciﬁcatiqn, see T07.05 (e}', T
ome foreign countries list the references
cited during the prosecution. These, especially
if they aré U.S. patents, may be helpful, either
as references of interest to the examiner or to
suggest an overlooked field of search,

901.05(c) Obtaining Copies

 Photocopies of foreign patents can be ordered
by an Examiner for placement in the shoes of a
class in which he examines, if the patents would
be of frequent use in that class (905.01).,

901.05(d) Translation

Examiners may request translators in the

- Translation Section to assist them orally or with

written translations of any specifications in lan-
guages with which the examiner is not familiar.,
(See 901.06(n), T'ranslotions—Requests for
Translations, and 903.03, Classification of For-
eign Patents, below.) Alternative versions of
specifications, in English or other languages
known to the Examiner, can commonly be
found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-
entific Library. As a substitute for translation,
this service materially reduces the apparent

Rev. 18, July 1067



‘his: group -ans
. likely to hear on any class nssignec
- 901.06(a) Scientific Library

important to the Examiner for two primary
reassons. In the first pldace, they provide ma-
terial which must be known or searched to de-
termine whether claims of applications are di-
rectly anticipated; and therefore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102. In the
second place, in cases in which the primary
search indicates that there is some novelty as
ompared single reference in the art, the
library handbooks, textbooks, periodicals, re-
ports and other materials assist in deciding the
question of patentable invention (35 U.S.C.
103). They enable the examiner to make a fur-
ther study to determine whether the features
novel in the particular combination searched
would be obvious to a peraon skilled in the art
from the general state of knowledge as reflected
in the technical literature. '
MarERIALS AVAILABLE
Foreign Patents -

The Library receives foreign patents by ex-
change from almost all countries which issue

rinted patents. These patents are bound into

ok collections which include one set arranged
in numerical order and, for most principal

countries, another set in order of the classifi-

cation used by that country. . The date of re-
ceipt. of each patent is stamped on the first
(i.e., numerically arranged) copy of the patent
and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy
of & foreign patent has been received inquiry
should be made of the Stack Service Section.
The Library has a set of officially published
abstracts known as British Abridgments.
These are classified according to broad subjects.

Foreign Patent Journals

Most foreigm countries issue official patent

and trademark journals corresponding to the
Official Qazette. Patent journzls are shelved
under country names in the patent collections,

Rev, 18, July 1967

The technical literature, foreign. tents'aind |
services supplied b thergci,entiﬁziﬁbmry are

dered, the Libratian and his staff obtain as.

sistance from members of the Examining Corps,

and suggestions ‘concerning materials to be
g e N

“in the groups by addressing ‘s memoran-
dum te the Librarian over the signature of the
Prima‘fg'oz:}xnminér; ; B

The books and trade catalogs procured for
permanent assignment to the examining groups
are recorded in the Library’s main catalog, and
copies of these books usually are available in
the Library. ‘ S

Technical Periodicals =~

Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of many important
scientific and technical societies. 'The list in-
cludes a number of titles in the design patent
field and in fields of interest to non-examining
areas of the Office. ~ ~ ;

Most of the periodicals received by the Li-
brary are circulated to examining - groups.
Once each year the Library sends to each group
a list of all titles currently circulated to them
with request for suggestions for changes. - This
systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally
add new titles. The Library is alert to new
periodical publications and it ac%uires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-
ested with a request for review and recommen-
dation.

An important part of the duties of each Ex-
aminer involves constant inspection of non-
patent literature pertinent to the clags or clagses




ceAdxfnmstraﬁ ,and the Natwnal Bumu‘

Standards, are nwewed o
Ams -m Smcmzm y

Encyclopedlc works, published indied; and

abstmctmg ‘vehicles ‘which ‘assist searches in
patents and techinical literatures are constantly
increasing in nunber and quahty 'The Library
welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avail-
able or forthcoming aids to searchmg In con-
ducting library searches, examiners are encour-
aged to sug{;lemeut their own familiarity, skill
and available time by assignments to patent t:ds
and by queries addressed to the Circulation and
Reference Section of the Labmry (Ext. 2500).

Carp Cararoos
Main Catalog

This card catalog is located in the Reference
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and Examining Groups except
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-
mission documents. If an examiner finds that
the book he desires is not on the shelf he may
be able to ascertain through the card catalo that
another copy is available elsewhere in the gﬁce.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library, and it is important
that any such material should be gent to the
Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-
loging to assure that it may be recorded for the
benefit of the entire office.

The Library of Congress classification scheme
is used in classifying the books, bound periodi-
cals, and documents other than those of the
Atomic Epergy Commission and the books in
the Law Library, A printed outline of this

declsxon

Lisrary SERVICEB’ e
Forelgn Patent Informanon ‘

Upon request made to ‘the Clrculatlon and
Reference Section (Ext.2500) the Library will
procure individual typewritten copies of patents
from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where apphcable, the dates of opening
to inspection, of issuance and of pubhcatlon will
be requested of the foreign patent, office. ' The
copy of each patent so acquired is retained in a
special file in the Stack Service Section, and a

photocopy thereof is submltted to the exammer. S

'I‘echmcal Documents

- When technical reports, such as those pnb-
hshod by U.S. Government agencies and their
contractors are desired, the Library should be
provided with all necessary identifying data,
including the report number if u,vsulable. ‘The
Library will obtain printed coples whenever
they are available but it may sometimes be pos- -
sxblo to obtain only a microfilm or mlcroprmt

copy.
Bov, 1, Jan. 1004




by the Library
' mzmmtto another group.

Technical Processes Branc
who wish to build up collections of
irculars pertinent to their arts, by
copies, to companies listed tmder

ical list «

roviding e product finding guide to

Micro-C s, consisting of & film vie
machine "’maga"set'mlogs of about 2

the wntmmf the first three volumes. Zhomas
o
?

American manufacturing firms in the form of

sheets of microfilm, is available in the Reading
Room (Room 1895) near the 4-volume Thomas
Register of American Manufacturers, which
serves us an index for the file, MacRae’s Blue-
book is a comprehensive listing of sources of
indust&aﬁmpment, roducts and maeterials,
slphabetica yi arranged by prol;iyuct ll)lesuzings(i
e principal arrangement is by subject an

thempis alsopaan indgngto advertisers. %I‘he Ex-
aminer should be aware of Sweet’s Catalog
Service, an annual publication which consists
of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
catalogs covering architecture, engineering,

process industries, mechanical industries, power

plants and product design. '

Loan of Books and Other Publications

(Feneral

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room (1895) may be charged out at the
circulation desk, Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may be
taken outside of the Commerce lf’lmlding. Ex-
aminers may use the Commere Department
Library but may not charge out its books,

Rev. 1, Jaa. 1064 142

the group ; ca
rary and r:aturned; otherwise they

Prosesses, Branch will assist

ect headings in Thomas’ Register
- Manufacturers and _llac%ag’s
 Thomas’ Register gives

ves . product

trade -

ing trade papers; and volume 4 is

‘may find that the item he desives is unavail- . -
able. These materials which are out on inter-
library loan may be recalled for the Examiner
if ' required: for immediate use. To borrow
- bools from another li

of both time and effort; therefore, it is library
policy not to borrow, materials unless strictly
ertine  official - Law books cannot be
orrowed by the Lib:

in connection with law courses, - »
- 'When a book or periodical is borrowed from

dered immediately and placed in an appropri-

ate.class and subclass. This class and subclass

should be cited in the office letter. A separa
file of duplicate photocopies of borrowed refer-

ences is maintained in the Stack Service Section.

S Reference Services
General : . s

" The staff of the Circulation and Reference

Section (Ext. 2500, Room 1895) will assist ex-

‘aminers in the use of the card catalogs and
other resources of the Library, in pointing out

ublications which will help the examiners de-
e the limits of the field of search, and in pro-
viding information for use in prior art searches.
Upon re%ueet, it will provide bibliographies on
given subjects. As requested by examiners, it
performs searches in foreign patent journals to
ascertain the dates of opening to public inspec-
tion, of grant or sealing; and of publication of
specified foreign patent applications. R
Procurement of Patents . B
The Circulation and Reference Section will
initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-

ents which are not in the Library's collections. -

(See 901.06(a), LIBRARY SERVICES—F or-
eign Patent Information, above.) ‘
Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materials

~ Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public
of publications for which this information is
required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the examiner.

i8 costly in terms
rary for use by Examiners

another library, and cited in an office action, &
pho £ the portion cited should be or-




‘Translation Sec- - This index lists all translations which have
.trans- ~ been made by the Translation Section of the -

. . N :
. ‘ ; i Y
¢ [ ;
‘ E L T
W . .
I
5
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for its files. "In’this the
cated on the translation so tha rill ;
certified as an official translation of the Patent
Office. i o

All examiners are provided with a pamph-
let, “The Patent Office Scientific Library,”

11 not be

which gives further details concerning library

services.

901.06(b) Borrowed Publications
Whenever it is necessary to borrow reference

material from other libraries including the

main Commerce library, for official use, or to

, c"%yr;é_ e
. _manner of cltmﬁ
tions s

date of publication which is printed on
, ing one of these publica-
as follows: A.P.C. Application of
RES—— - (A , Published ...
““Before citing any A.P.C. published applica-
tion, and before each subee&t:ent action, the
examiner should verify. whether the applica-
tion has become abandoned or patented. If it .

~ has become sbandoned, the examiner’s action .

should state this fact. If it has become pat-

“ented the patent is to be cited. The patent

obtain catalogues, bulletins or other literature, -

a letter to this effect is sent to the Librarian,
Scien)tiﬁc Library. (Basis: Circular of Oct. 7,
1922, '
A PHOTOCOPY SHOULD IMMEDI-
ATELY BE ORDERED OF THE POR-
TION OF ANY BORROWED BOOK
WHICH IS CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-
TION. SUCH PHOTOCOPY SHOULD BE
PLACED IN AN APPROPRIATE CLASS
AND SUBCLASS AND SUCH CLASS AND
SUBCLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE
((i)FFICE LETTER. See 707.05 for citation
ata. : '
As the Examiner currently inspects non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or
classes that he examines, he should fill out a
form PO-250 for each item or part thereof
that is essential in connection with search in

tice of May 14, 1943.)

_his arts. The publication, the particular pages

desired, each class and subclass in which he
desires a copy and the other information on
the order form should be given and the order
approved by Primary Examiner.

e order should be sent to the Manuscript
and Lithographic Branch with the publication
(where possible).

A reasorable effort should be made to avoid
duplication of disclosures that are patented or
about to be patented. (Basis: Notice of Octo-
ber 31, 1949.)

144

should be substituted for the printed applica-
tion as the basis for the rejection unless the
date of publication is material. (Basis: No-

The Scientific Library contains a complete
set of A.P.C. published applications arranged
numerically in bound volumes. .

901.06(d) Abstracts of U.S.

tions

For a griod of years, it was possible to
have an abstract of an abandoned application
published, containing a brief description of
the subject matter and a figure of the drawing,
if any. See 711.06 and 711.06(a).

Additional copies of abstracts may be ob-
tained by a request directed to the Classifica-
tion Group, identifying the desired abstract by
serial number, and date of publication, and by
giving the class and subclass in which the
added copy is to be placed. The forms used
in ordering copies of U.S. patents may be
em’ﬁlloyed.

e Classification Group has a set of ab-
stracts arranged by serial number for read,
reference when only the serial number is
known. (Basis: Notice of August 10, 1949.)

901.07 Arrangement of Art in Examin-
ing Divisions

In the examining divisions the U.S. patents

are arranged in shoes bearing appropriate la-

Applica-




shoes separate from and i
the U.S. patents and
numerically without
- thereof eon;un

; A

~ should at all times be ¢
are incomplete, the Exam .such fil
and relying upon their completeness ma‘{ miss
valuable referer References removed from
the files wheth r use in the division or
otherwise should, of course, be promptly re-

The following is established as the uniform
Office practice in borrowing references (do-
mestic and foreign patents and e(imhl_ications):

a. References may be borrowed and charged
for a maximum of two days. - In-all possible
instances, the references should be returned in
less than two days, preferably in a few hours.
It is the responsibility of the chief of the bor-
rowing division to see that all borrowed ref-
erences are returned within the time indicated.

b. The file. clerk of each divigion shall re-
view the charges each morning, select all
charges over two days old and collect the cor-
respondilﬁg borrowed - references. = The file
clerk shall report to his chief for appropriate
action any failure to obtain overdue references
and any instances where it is necessary repeat-
edly to collect overdue references.

c. In the case of domestic patents, when it
appears that they will be needed for more than
two dsyl;,ogarticulurl where future use is in-
dicated, copies should be ordered, but the
references mt?' v borrowed for immediate use,
if this will facilitate an action. The Patent
Copy Sales Branch should give prompt service

_Classification. Orders each of which is car-
rently published in the Official Gazette to the -

extent necessary to keep the manuals up to |

date. - As these changes are published, each
Examiner should enter them in his manual,
so that his manual will at all times be com-
plete and up-to-date. As supplementary sheets
are issued, the old: sheets should be removed,
and the new sheets substituted therefor.

There are over 300 classes of utility inven-
tions each having a title descriptive of its sub-
ject matter and being identified by one of a
series of class numbers (some numbers of the
series are blank and not presently assigned to
any class). Each class 15 subdivided into a
number of subclasses with each subclass bear-
ing a title descrigtivye of its subject matter and
being identified by a subclass number which in
many instances will include decimal fractions.
A complete identification of a subclass requires
both the class and subclass numbers, the class
number appearing first and the subclass num-
ber second, e.g., “103-161” identifies Class 103,
Subclass 161. L _

The Manual of Classification has the follow-
ing parts: - o

A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.

Classes Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-
ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
ranged in five major subject groups, with the
classes listed under each grouq by relationship
of subject matter. This tabulation is for the
purpose of assisting the user in finding the
main class pertinent to his search,

Rev. 4, Apr. 19656
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The definitions have search notes as a part
thereof; namely, notes giving information as
to where subject matter related to the class will
be found (such notes appearing after the class

definition), and also notes as to where subject

matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
(appearing after the subclass definition).
These notes are intended to indicate both the
relationship and the difference between the
separately classified subjects.

‘Such search notes are not exhaustive and
should be regarded as suggestive of additional
fields of search, but not as limiting the search.

902.02(b) Search Cards

In one shoe of each defined subclass in both
the examining division and the Public Search
Room is 8 “Search Card” having the definition
of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In-
dices

The following indices of U.S, patents are
available and may be used to obtain claassifi-
cation data of U.S. patents:

Rev. 4, Apr. 1060

 (i.e., classes devoted
v, tnrevised. classes

h series, X, 1836, AL, Re,
For the present original classifieation, éall Ext.
3822. For official cross references of a given
patent, call Ext. 235 '

su 1
original classificat |
dered at time of issue

Branch, Classificatio

902.03(c) Subclass Lists

Cards representing all U.S. ’gatents, arTan
by class and subclass, are available in punched
card form in the Machine Tabulating Branch
of the Administrative Services Division.

Tabulated lists for each subclass can be ob-
tained, one list for originals and one list for
cross-reference and published abstracts of U.S.
applications. '

902.03(d) Count

In the Service Branch, Classification Group,
i8 maintained a subclass “count,” fivin the
number of U.S. patents originally classified in
each class and subclass, and a corresponding
“count” for cross-referenced U.S. patents.

902.04 Classification Orders and Bul-

Classification Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in the classification
that have been made officially, including every
change to be made in the Manual of Classifica-
tion or in the definition books.

Photolithographed copies are distributed to
all examining divisions for immediate use.

Each order, except for those portions per-
taining to the amendment of existing {deg:.l-
tions, is subsequently printed in the Official
Gazette,

These orders are from time to time collected

146




mining with readiness and ‘accnuey the 'novelty of
lnventlonn for whlch appllcatlona tor patent are filed.

903.02 nui..nd Prmcnplec of Clasei

¥

The buls of‘fcla,sslﬁcatxon used in the US.
Patent Office, the principles. followed, and the
reasons: why such principles were adoptad are
set forth in the booklet Deve and Use
of Patent Classifioation Systems, which is avail-
able in each Art Unit. Since classification is
the basic tool of every Examiner, this booklet,
particularly as it relates to the present classifi-
cation system, should be carefully studied.
Unofficial subclasses and digests made by
patent examiners, if made in accordance with
the plan of classification, could be defined and
issued as an official part of the classification.
Relative to all such work, the patent exam-
iners doing the same are directed to consult
the Examiner of Classification having jurisdic-
tion of the class to the end that, when the work
is completed, it can be defined and made offi-
cial. (Basis: Notice of August 22, 1949.)

903.02(a) New and Revised Classes

The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of an Examiner of Clas-
sification.

When an old class is to be revised, or a new
class formed, an assistant Examiner who has
been examining applications in the art involved
may be t erred from the examining divi-
sion to a classification division for the reclassi-

fying work.

orma ;
cial cross-referen
'&cmd and appropnately stamped. -
e patents comprised In the new class are
(eintered upon the numerical and subclass in-
ices.
“Notifieation of the new ‘class or subclase is
published in the Official Gazette, and Su?pl&
mentary sheets necessary to correct the
leaf Manual of Classification are published. .
Definitions of all revised classes and sub-
classes are found in the Classification Bulletms.

.02(b) Seope of a Class

In using any classification system, it is nec-
essary to analyze the organization of the class
or classes to be included in the search.

The initial analysis should determine which

one or ones of the several types of subject mat-

ter (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting
material) are contained in the class being
considered.

Further, relative to each type of subject mat-
ter, it is necessary to consider each of the
various combinations and subcombinations set
out below: -

Feature Combined with Basic Subject Mat-
ter for Some Added Purpose. The added pur-
pose is in excess of the scope of the subject
matter for the class, as defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added function of separating
the crushed stone.

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-
ject Matter. Features may be added to the
basic subject matter which do not change the
character thereof, but do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.g., an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone crusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and thus prevent
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic
character of the machine.

Rev. 9, Jul. 19686




and assr;izned Yo _the proper class and subclass
without recording. It is helpful if the copy
is ejther folded or disassembled and re-stapied
s0 that the most significant sheet of drawing is

when the ',éo%y is in the shoe case.
: Since the Library retains copies of
these and other foreign patents (See 901.06(a) )
a desired foreign patent, known by country and
number, can be inspected in the Library or pho-
tocopies ordered. en a foreign patent is not
Eroperly classifiable in the group to which the
Library sent it, the examiner should transmit it
to the group in which he considers it to be classi-
fiable, or, if he knows of no such group. he
should return it to the Libmg. Any indication
of classification made by the Library is advisory
only, and the final decision as to where the
patent is to be placed will be made by the
examiner in whose art it is found to be classi-
fiable. Foreign patents should be discarded
by the Examining Groups without return to the
Library when they are found to be exact dupli-
cates of either foreign patents or domestic
patents. Such foreign duplicates are discarded
to minimize the number of patents to be in-
spected in making searches. .

When a partial translation is desired, return
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tific ‘'Library, Room 1898-A, with the word
“Title” or “Claim™ or other specific portion
indicated thereon.

The Library invites examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-

Rev. 9, Jul, 1964

“(PO-690E). (Basis:
1940, Notice of Au-
25, 1961 and

Notice o tember 24, 19
gust 3, 1060, and Notice of May
oticeof October 17,1963.) .~ ~

1903.04  Stamping of Examiner’s and

_ Search Room Copies

patent, the Issue and Gazette:Branch forwards

the issue slip and the printed Examiner's and
Search Room ‘copies of the patent to'the Clas-
sification. Group for stamping and reeording of

the classification of the patent, prep‘ntion":of
cross-references and tmrlx:smitt:;.l to the Exam-
iner and Search Room on the date of the

patent. . . ,
After they are so stamped and recorded, the

photolithographic copies are retained in the re-
spective classes in the groups and no cha
in the classification or the arrangement of the
copies are permitted except as set out in 903.05,
e classification printed in the heading of
ratents issued since 1933 cannot always be re-
ied upon to be the present original classifica-
tion, since this _data is obtained from the file
wrapper of the application at time of issne and
will not reflect any changes in clasification
made after the issuance of the patent.

903.05 Transfer of U.S. Patents

The transfer of official copies of U.S. patents,
either original or cross-reference, from one
class or subclass to another requires the ap-

roval of a Classification Examiner. (Basis:
Notice of February 20, 1918.) L

Examiners must submit to the Classification
Group all questions of transfer of patents.

When an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
class or subclass, he should have a memoran-
dum list pre!mred for pignature of the Prima
Examiner of the numbers of all patents which
are to be transferred indicating only the class




_prompt appro o

to the Classification Group.

In those instances where a transfer is

. proved by a Patent Classifier, the class and sub
class designations on both the Examiner and
Search Room copies o tents are chan,
and the numerical patent index and subclass

lists are altered to agree with the new classifi-
cation. When the transfer is not approved, the -

copies of the patents will be returned with

149-150

transfer to move copies f?om the files in

Public Search Room, a dummy a little longer
than a patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon. This dummy is
amended if the patents are returned, and -
should all be returned the dummy is removed.
_The  procedure for transfering an entire
class or subclass from one group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical Operations.

Rev. 1, Jan. 1964



g copg should ' be
it will be Classifl ted. th

it wi romptly inspects e Nnecessary
action taken and P aof,tl::}%v returned within

its re Basis: N

of New Cross

searc ] - Ho%vév#;r,  they contain' isclosure
properly classifiable in an al subclass; they
should be given the status of official cross-ref-
erences in accordance with 903.08. ,

903.07 Classifying and Cross-Refer-
encing st Allowance or Before

It is the duty of each Primary Examiner to
personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-
plication for issue and to initial the blue
slip to show that this review has been made.

asis: Order 2357 and from Memorandum of

eb. 18, 1952?
ﬁleBoth the blue xsg:e slip (}’0-270 A;rd the
Wrapper provi s‘?cees -for an 1stant
Examiner” and for s “Primary Examiner” to
write their initials or signature,

Exzaminers with full signatory authority who
act on an application themselves and send it to
issue should initial the blue slip and sign the
file wm&per ongl in the “Primary Examiner”
space. line shonld be drawn through the
“Assistant Examiner” box to make it clear that
the absence of an initial or signature in the box
;!;;as 332 n)m oversight. (Basis: Notice of June

9 1 (24

The initial classification of pending applics-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been
indicated in pencil by the Primary Examiner.,
See 903.08( b;,.e

| duwmg (Basis: Notice of Mar. 31, 1914

roup where

be indicated on the file wrs
xaminer fills out a blue slip (PO-270)
or a salmon glip (PO-328) in the case of de-
si to _indicate the class and subclass in
which the L should be classified and also
the classes in which it should appear as a cross
reference. Unofficial sybclasses should not be
indicated on' the blue slip, neither as original
nor:as cross-reference.. The Examiner attaches
the blue slip g the ingide.of the left fold of the

file wra ) be forwarded to the Issue and
azette Branch. _(Basis: Order 2052, and

Memorandum of May 14,1052)
The Exa ﬂ”ﬂ”mlﬁrs :’J:llslﬁcatmn

vided on the front of the Alo and tn the mpace

provided in the stamping at the left margin of
the drawing. Care should be exercised to see
that all three entries of the classification are
correct and in sgreement, , ly after
any alteration of one entx, for otherwise the
patent will be printed with an erroneous clas-
sification or improperly positioned in the Offi-
cial Gazette.

All Examiners are requested to fill in the
class and subclass on the drawings in large
numerals using as much of the space provided
as feasible. In this way the filing of drawings
and subsequent searching by the Issue and
Gazette Branch will be greatly aided. (Basis:
Memorandum of January 5, 1958.)

ResuBMmission

The original classification assignment of an
application may have involved a “borderline”
situation. The file wrapper of such an anplica-
tion will be stamped, “RESUBMIT TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV. , etc.”, the
stamp appearing below the Interference Search
box. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmitted. Note that there should
be no resubmission if there is, at the time of
allowance, no Jonger any doubt or dispute about
the proper classification. (Basis: Notice of
January 14, 1965.)

In the case of oversized patents, where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent

Rev. 8, Oct. 1065




“Applications which already have been sent
to the printer will be classi y the i
cation Group at the time
Notice of March 31

lair The several Examiners

dling ibject matter should be con-
sulted during prosecution (whether they handle
larﬁeﬁg unclaimed combinations or claimed or
unclaimed, but disclosed, subcombinations),
and asked if cross-references are needed. 1f
needed, systematically note the proper class and
subclass. Tt is to be noted that a cross-refer-
ence where possible MUST be provided for all
CLAIMED disclosure and inserted on the blue
slip at time of issue.

903.07(b) Issuing in Another Exam-
ining Group Without
- Transfer :

When an Examiner jssues a prospective pat-
ent in another examining Group, he notes in
the space provided on the blue issue slip, in
red ink, the class and subclass of the other
Group, and in parenthesis the number of said
other Group. (The initials of said other Pri-
mary Examiner must also appear in said
space.) In the lower left corner, the Examiner
writes his own Group number in black ink.

When the patent issues, the Classification
froup will, as a matter of routine, send the
necessary notices to the group involved.)

The sending of cases to issue from one group
and assigning them to classes in another ﬁmup
is restricted to those situations where hoth Ex-
aminers concur in the proposed classification of
the patent, which must be shown by the con-
curring Examiner initialing the issue slip, or
where there has been a ruling by a Patent

Rev. 6, Oct. 1966

the drawings be also
the case to issue,
copi ore for this purpose.
(Basis: Notice of September 8, 1952.)

903.08 Applications: Assignment and
. Transfer '

The examining group to which an application
is assigned is res%roelsxl)ble for its exfl)llw)xination
until such time as the application is officially
transferred to another group by the Application

The Primary Examiners have full authority
to accept any application submitted to them

; r believe is p"(’ﬁf]ﬂy classifiable in a
class in their group. Only where there is a
difference of opinion between different groups
should cases be submitted to a Patent Classifier.

903.08(a) New Applications

New applications are assigned to the various
examining groups in the first instance by the
A[iph'cam'm Branch.

Upon receiving an application from the Ap-
plication Branch and before making any entry
on the Serial Register or Docket record cards,
each Primary Examiner will forthwith decide
whether it has been properly assigned to his
group.

If the Primary Examiner decides that the
application properly belongs in his group, it
is R) as a new receipt.

Vhen a new application is received which,
in the opinion of the Primary Examiner, does
not belong to his Group, he will submit it

romptly without any ent,%bc«:,)igig made on the
Serial Register or Docket cards, to the
Examiner of the Group to which he thinks it
belongs, on Transfer Inquiry form P.Q. 447.
(The drawing, if any, is retained as a charge.)

If the latter z:fgreea to accept the application,
the trunsfer is effected by the Clerk of the Group
to which the application was originally as-
signed.

If not accepted it may be promptly and in-
formally submitted to the Classification Group
for assignment by oral decision prior to entry.
No search for prior art to show classification
need be made. 'The group to which the Patent
Classitier assigns it will make the first action




| The d@ﬁcanbn' assl’gnme‘ "' n
tion to.the proper Examining G,

of Patent C )

such borderline cases, will stamp the file wrap-
irectly below the interference search box

i ir considered opinion that the

“ -such an application should be
reconsidered on allowance. The stamp will in-
dicate which Classification Division will recon-
sider the case on a “Special” basis. (Basis:
Notice of January 14, 1965.) e

908.08(h) Clamification and Assign-

!

wr}*applicatyibn, new or amend ed and in-
. cluding the drawings, if any, when first as-

signed to a ﬁrm:p"inust be classified and as-
si% to an Examiner for examination.

‘ Supervisory Primary Examiner assigns
them, noting in lead pencil in the space pro-

vided on the face of the file and in the upper
left hand corner of the drawing (first sheet),
the class and subelass to which the case pertains,
and also the name or initials of the Examiner
or the nssigned docket designation. The appli-
cation file 1s then turned over to'the eclerk for

processing.

903.08(¢) Immediate Inspection of
Amendments

Upon the receipt of an amendment which
makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken
promptly in accordance with the transfer pro-
cedure outlined in Sec. 903.08(d).

903.08(d) Transfer Procedure

SUBMILSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR
CLARIFICATION

Where the Fxaminers in different groups are
in agreement that an application is properly
assignable to one of the groups but are in dis-
agreement as to which one should receive it, the
Examiners involved should present their posi-
tions orally to the appropriate Patent Classifier
for verbal decision. This is generally termed
informal submission.

158
*

c

id t  write either an anal-
ysis of the art or an argument. He forwards
the file, her with his memorandum, to one
of the other groups involved. Each of the other
Examiners  involved may similarly make a
search and cite art without taking the time to
write either an art analysis or an argument.
The time involved in making such searches is
not lost, since the cited art may be of value to
the Examiner to whom the case is assigned.
Each Examiner in turn promptly adds his
memorandum to the file and the last forwards
the file and all papers to the Classification
Group. This practice is all that is required by
the general rules governing the assi t of
applications for examination. See particularly
items 4 and 10 of the regulations governing
assignment of applications [003.08(e)]. This
is generally termed “formal” submission.
(Basis: Notice of Nov. 25, 1947.)

903.08(e¢) General Regulations Gov-

erning the Assignment of
Applications for Examina-

tion

The fact should be borne in mind that the
following regulations are only general guides,
and exceptions frequently arise because of some
unusual condition. The fact should also be
kept in view that the Patent Classifiers as well
as the Patent Examiners are confronted with
an already existing classification, made up
of newly revised classes, those revised years
ago and which have somewhat outgrown their
definitions and limits, and still others made a
generation a;fo and never changed. Also, these
classes are based on different theories and
plans, some on art. some on structure, some on
functions, some on the material worked upon,
and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
nil,  The Patent ("lassifiers cannot change this
existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail
the cases into the patchwork and try to get
the applieations where they will be best han-
dled.  To do this often violates the Patent Clas-
sifier’s views as to what constitutes a really
proper chssification,

Rev. 9, Jul. 1966




woul«fm t is bolmed, mtmg!ﬁo: '

r than suchactwm would

erally eontrolli

; ( Whi?; tlmz permits, ?bq
, uplmemmts of the patents eonstl
 the prior art are eorrecud to straighten
 lines as the cases come up for would
_ require the time of several men and would often
 involve a reclassification of an entire class.)
5. Ordinarily on application cannot be as-
signed to a class which includes one element or
part only of several claimed in combination.
The claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation is not reviewed by the Pat-
ent Classifiers.

6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized in
all cases, where they evaluate the facts as war-

Rev. 9, Jul. 1966

The act ","'offthoupphcmt in responsa
nqmrement for restriction may result in
transfer of the apphcatxon unnec ik

where all tho claims of an -
pllcamon are or an article made of a spec: c

a s composition or alloy with no other characteris-
vely  ticof the article recnted,

Nigred pp}icuticlm will be

assigned com alloy class.
9, A class o cuel;o‘:xlsls in whnZh either no
art or s divided art is found and in which no
rule or principle i 13 involyed. (S‘;chhc”lgs are
where, in the udgment. of the Patent
ghmﬁen they will be best searched and adju-
dicated. It is often impossible to so explam 2
decision in this class of cases as to satlsfy, or in
any way aid, the Examiners inte ,
deed, the reasons for or against sending such
cases one place or another may be so evenly bal-
anced that no reason of any value can be given.
10. An examiner the transfer of a
case should make a search, both of his own class
and the class to which he thinks the case should
be transferred, and the Examiner in charge of
the group should exhibit the result of such
search to the Office of Patent Classification.
This is the only way to utilize the expert knowl-
of the Examiners involved. (Basis: No-

tice of April 15,1919.)




 If the :pphcatmn is to remain in the group
which submitted it for classification, no further
procedure is necessary. If assi

up, the clerk processes the case as deecnbed
in the Manua! of Clerical Procedures.

904 HowtoSemh

obtuned & thorough understandmg ;

er disclosed and claimed in

e Examiner then searches
losed in patents and other

of the subject ma
the applxcatlon,
the prior art as
Any such document used

lum 3 called a “refer-

The first search should be such that the Ex-
aminer need not ordinarily make a second search
of the prior art, unless necessitated by amend-
ments to the claims by the applicant in the first
response, except to check to determine whether

any reference which would appear to be sub-
stantially more pertinent than the priorart cited
in the first Office action has become available
su ent to the initial prior art search. It
should cover the invention as described and
claimed, including the inventive concepts
toward ‘which the claims appear to be directed.
It should not be extended merely to add im-
material variants.

904.01 Analysis of Claims

The breadth of claim of the application
should always be carefully noted; that is, the
Examiner should be fully aware of what the
claim does not call for, s well as what it does
require. For, there is always danger of read-
ing into the claim limitations imported from

the specification or drawing.
904.01(a) Variant Embodiments
Within Scope of Claim

Substantially eve:'y claim includes within its
breadth or scope of definition one or more vari-

218268 3 » 67 « i3

¢ on, ml sist '
he claim’s actual breadth or scope.
r, an applicant will not be required to
ich sketches of claim structure (In re’
Rflicatnon filed November 16, 1945, 1951
1;646 0.G.

matter that is the patcntnble ‘
,bgect matter as defined in

‘claim, ‘even thou ifically different
from th ' deﬁmtlon m t clalm, must be
considered.

904.01(¢) | ‘An'alog(mo Arts

Not only must the art be searched with which
the invention claimed is classifiable, but also all
analogous arts regardless of where classifed.

The determination of when arts are analo-
gous is at times difficult. It depends upon the
necessary essential function or utility of the
subject matter covered by the claims, and not
what it is called.

For example, a tea mixer and a concrets
mixer are for the same art, namely, the mixing

art, this being the necessary function of each.

Similarly a brick cutting machine and a biscuit
cutting machine have the same necessary
function.

904.01(d) Outlining Field of Search

In outlining n field of search the Examiner
should note every class and subclass that may
have material pertinent to the subject matter as
claimed, or that may in the future properly be
claimed in that case. Every subclass pertinent
to each type of invention claimed should be
listed, from the largest combination through
the various subcombinations to the most ele-
mentary part needed to anticipate any disclo-
sure properly claimable in that case.

The following should be kept in mind: (a)
that a combination reference is necessary to

Rev. 10, Oct., 1966




ere reasons can be giv for h g ab

© viousness in forming t bination, and (e)
_ that in the rejection of a claim on the ground
of regation, the citation of references show-
ing the individual utility of the elements may
better prove that the aaﬂmgative structure is
no more than the sum of the features shown by
the several elemental patents.

In each action by an Examiner upon an ap-
plication, he makes an initialed endorsement in
ik in the space provided on the Jeft-hand page
of the open file wrapper, stating the classes and
subclasses of domestic and foreign patents; and
the publications in which search for references
was made and also the date of the search.

In subsequent actions, if further search is
made, notation_of the additiona] field covered .
is also endorsed and initinled on the file
wrapper.

904.02 | Selecting Pertinent References

It is a prerequisite to 2 speedy and just de-
termination of the issues involved in the exam-
ination of an application that a careful and
exhaustive search be made in the first action. It
is not enough that the claims alone be searched,
especially if they be broad in their scope; but
the search should, in so far as possible. cover
the entire claimable subject matter in the ease.

1t thus results that the Examiner finds refer-
ences that, while not needed for treating the
rlaims before him, would be useful for forestall-
ing the possible presentation of cloims to other
subject matter disclosed by applicant but
shown to be old by these references,

In selecting the references to be cited the Ex-
aminer should carefully compare the references
with one another and with the applicant’s dis-
closure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary
number. The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be available,
but only the “best.” (Rule 106.) Multiplying
references, any one of which is as gond as, but
no better than, the others, adds to the burden
and cost of prosecution, and should therefore
be avoided. However, if doubt exists as to

Rev, 10, Oct. 1966 156

iner sho
tion as it relates to every feature in the drawing
which he does not thoroughly understand.

905 Miscellaneous
905.01 | Orders for Photoprints

All orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
inating in the Examining Groups must be au-
thorized by an Examiner having full or partial
:ignatory authority in_the box headed “PRI-
MARY  EXAMINER . (Signature)”. The
stamped name of the authorizing Examiner will
be indication of authority for Reproduction
Section. Handwritten signatures should not
be used. Note that Form PO-250 is not to be
used in implementing the new system for fur-
nishi:f photocopies for the application file and,
if ordered, for applicant or his attorney.
(Basis : Notice of December 18, 1964.)

905.02 Orders for Soft Copies

Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the
Examiner for his use. These orders are filled
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
No employees other than those assigned to this
Branch have access to the files of printed
copies of patents. In emergency cases, orders
may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whose
approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-
ate filling of said orders. (Basis: Notice of
February 25. 1927.)

Because of the cost of printing copies of
patents economy should be exercised in their
use. No soft copies should, however, be returned
to Patent Copy Sales Branch by Examiners.

905.03 Orders for Patented and Aban-
doned Files

In the examination of an upglication it is
sometimes necessary to inspect the application
papers of some previously abandoned applica-
tion or granted patent. This is always true in
the cnse of a reissue application.
Patented and abandoned files may be ob-
tained in the Record Room and Abandoned

. {‘



aten o @ Inter
gforwurded to the Examiner of Interference,
the clerk in charge of the Record Room should
be informed in order that the charge may be
. changed and the location of the file known at
_all times. ] L
~ Examiners may expedite service in obtain-
ing abandoned files and patented files by order-
ing them by telephone.
ngﬂwn ordering a patented file from the Rec-
ord Room, the name of the person ordering the
file should appear on the Form PO-125. It is
im t that the Patent Number be stated
rather than the Serial Number of the applica-
tion which matured into the patent. An Ex-
- aminer ordering a patented file should also place
his Art Unit number on the Form. If the nota-
tion “HOLD” is marked on the Form PO-~125
the case will be held at the Record Room and in
the absence of such notation it will be sent to
the Art Unit indicated. If ordered by phone,
the Examiner may ag ar at the record room to
complete the Form 125 and to lfnck up the
file or he may request the delivery of the file by
regular Office Messenger Service. If the need
for the file is not urgent, Examiner time may be
saved by sending a Form PO-125, completeé in
the manner indicated above, to the Record Room
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Copies of

When the Examiners’ oopies of patents are
sent to their respective Art Units to be filed, they
should be routed across the appropriate Ex-
aminers’ desks prior to placement in the shoes.
The assistant Examiners who examined the ap-
gll;catlon should mark in ink on the face of t
wings, or the specifications where there are
no drawings, such features as may be deemed

advantageous in aiding understanding of the

pstents in future searches.
905.05 Charge for Pending Applica-
' tion Files

Whenever an application file is temporarily
removed from the Group or Branch having
jurisdiction thereof Charge Form P(-125 must

completed, and left with the clerk in charge.

Whenever a file is removed from the Group
application file rack for use by an examiner as-
signed to that Group, but not having jurisdic-
tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-25 should
be inserted in place of the borroweqd file.

All files should be returned promptly to their
proper location.
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