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The attached revised pages are replscements for those
in the Manual having corresponding numbers, or additionmal
pages to be placed in apyropri&ee riumericdl sequence, o

e PR : i 1 : ff” tG %h&'T@iaIAHnltiple
Dependent’ Claim Prae&ie&iﬁﬁwuldf*“ retaivisd until prose-

cution of all applications,under th@ program is concluded.
‘ in the ﬁ@ﬁiﬁ&:]

Phe termination of ﬁhiu f 4
of Jﬂne,9: 19695 1ange Hotices
have' b Rt dnc hid ,

The notation “/H-21/" in the attached pages appears
either at the title or at the end of 'a section that has
been altered in any way.  Where neither the beginning nor
the end of & revised section ap ears on the revised page,
the notation at the bottom of the page is the only indica-

tion of revision.

Louis 0. Maassel, Editor u”[
Manual of Patent Exanining '

Procedure

' Particular attention 1is called to the following
alterations: |

Section

401 Includes form paragraph for suggesting applicant
employ an attorney or agent

406 Rewritten to follow current practice,

608,01(b) Includes new abstract guidelines.

608.01(v) The partial listing of trademarks has been
moved to Appendix I.

(over)



Hew section on. U S. -Pbuimv nes Seareh Excl
Program |

Changed from 2 "‘I‘able of Orders and‘Noticea
to.a "Partial List of Trademarka S |

List o raplacmm pages for Reviaionf 21.

Page Rev, No, Page Rev. No,
Pitle Page 21-21 90,1-90.2 20-21
15-16 | 20-21 102,1-102.2 21-21
16. l-blank 21 102,3-blank 21
23-24 21-21 103 104 21-21
25-26 | 21-21  105-106 21-21
26,1-blank " (Eliminated) 1 .1-blank 21 .
27-28 21-21 E-ISM 21-21
29-30 21-21 #154 ,1-blank 21
35—36 21-21 159-160 21-21
-38 ... 21-22 - 161-blank 21
. i-blank 21 | 211-212 21-21
5 21-21 213-214 21-21
49-50 21-21 217-218 21-21
51-33 21-21 #218.1-blank 21
gg- 21-21 \ 229-230 | 2121
.1-blank 21 .1-blank 21
81-82 21-21 2h3- 24 21-21

{Continued on next page) ‘




 ou5-2k6 21-21
#045,1-246.2 2121

; 247248 21-21
ohg.250 21-21
251 -blank 21

255.1-255.2 Eliminated
255.3-255.4 {Eliminated)
255.5-255.6 (Eliminated \

#Added page
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~ Reference: MPEP 608.01(n)

umreu STATESDEPARTM

fﬁ,‘r omcz * WAsmNGTQN

MANUA[ ﬂF PATENI

SERIES NO. 17- 2

1 . June 4, 1968
(Follows Change 17 1) :

TRIAL MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMM PRACTIC ol

For the trlal penod runmng from July 1, 1968 thr ough December 31 1968 all apphcatlons
and amendments to applications filed in the Patent Office will be permitted to include multiple
dependent claims which refer back to any of the preceding claims in the alternative whether
independent or dependent. In this manner a claim may have a smgle number but would effectively
be considered and treated as a plurality of claims. Entry into this program will require (1) the
filing of a written request in which the applicant agrees to abide by the conditions of the program,
and (2) the filing of appropriate fees and a showing of the fee calculation. Although the trial period
terminates December 31, 1968, the prosecutmn of all applicatxons placed in this program will con-

tinue under the program gmdelmes

A claim dependent upon any of a plurality of preceding clalms will be considered in accept-
able form and entered provided it is otherwise acceptable and does not (1) cross statutory classes

" with any of its parent claims, or (2) depend from any other multiple dependent claim, or (3) refer

back to preceding claims in the conjunctive rather than the disjunctive form (e.g., "The tool as

defined in w one of claims 1, 2, and 4 . . .".is acceptable, but '"The tool as deflned in claims 1
and 2. is nol acceptable. L1kew1se, ”The tool as defined in claims 1, 2, or4. . ." is
acceptable, whereas "The tool as defined in claims 1, 2 and/or4. .. "is not acceptable) Should

any dependent claim include a claim association that vxolates any of the above prohibitions the claim
will be rejected as indefinite for failure to comply with 35 U.S.C. 112 and will not be further treated
with regard to any other claim association. Alsc, multiple dependent claims will not be considered
for entry after final rejection.  Further, during this trial period, for the applications involved in
this program the total numbered claims may not exceed ten. Non-compliance with this condition
will result in applicant being given one month to reduce the total numbered claims to ten. In newly
filed cases, the failure to comply within the one month period will result in loss of filing date. In
all other cases the entire amendment will not be emered in the absence of comphance with this

reqmrement

1t is suggested that the claims be arranged in order of narrowing scope whereby the first
claim presented is the broadest. Claims dependent upon the broad claim should come next,
followed by claims which are dependent upon any of the plurality of preceding claims.

Practice and Reject:ons

When acting on a multiple dependent claim, the examiner will consider the patentability of
the various claim associations encompassed by said claim and apply any pertinent prior art in the

. usual manner. Each of these associations should be compared with the prior art, exactly as if it
were presented as an independent claim. If a claim having multiple dependency should include both

patentable and unpatentable claim associations, the Examiner will identify each of the patentable
claim associations and identify and specifically reject each of the unpatentable claim associations.
However, mere failure to reject a claim association does not gwe rise to a presumption of

allowability.

For fce purposes every claim which refers to any of the preceding claims will be considered
effectively as a dependent claim for each association of claims that it represents, thereby effectively
increasing the number of claims in the case. Therefure, in these cases the additional fees required
for claims in excess of ten will be two dollars($2.00) times the total effective number of claims in
excess of ten. This fee is based on the fact that such a claim is, in substance and so far as the work
of examination i8 concerned, equivalent to a number of dependent claims each based on a single

preceding claim.

(over)
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under this program buthaving rﬁultiplé dépendent claims, it will be
ends these claims as effectively only a single claim. Accordingly,
alt ' fore indefinite under 35 U.S.C. 112,

. Rule 75(c) is h /'"by suspended for uration of the trial period in those cases pre-
 senting multiple de nt claims under thi ram insofar as conflict exists between the .

 requisites of the rule and the proposed prac

_ | ' | Richard A. Wahl -
, Assistant Commissioner d
" Published 851 0.G.
-8/25/68 '
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revisions or m’n

téndent ol Dmm

The cost per pa’,ge'vkv;il'],be 30¢ (see rules 13(a), 21(b), and 2l(t) Rui’leé,of Pradice).

Charges may be made to deposit accounts if the requeator is an aeconnt l\older in good
standing at the time the request is received. Checks or money orders should be made pay-
ner of Patents. Requests must rdentlf\ the speclﬁc pages required

able to the Com
and the number of : ,mes of each page.

Employeea of the Patent Office should direct their order for the \lanual replacement S

ting to a cbmpléte y,révision

, Attn. Document Servnces Branch e

pages, notices, and revisions to the Seientific Libury

" First Edition, November 1949
Revision 1, November 1050
Revision 2, December 1951
. Revigion 8, May 1952

Second Edition, November 1953
Revision 1, April 1835
Revision 2, June 1956
Revision 3, June 1057
‘Revision 4, July 1958

Third Edition, November 1961
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Revision
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Revision
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January 1967
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July 1967
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Thls \Ianu is publl~hed to provide Pqtent Oﬁice pat

‘patent apph(‘ant and represerntatives of patent applicants
. work on the pr actices and pmcedures relative to the pmwutmn of applica-
tions before the Patent Office. It contains inst ons to examiners, as well
as other material in the nature of information and interpretation, and out-
lines the current procedures which the examiners are required or authorized
to follow in appropriate cases in the normal examination of applications.
Examiners will be governed by the a.ppllcab]e statutes, the Rules of Prac-
tice, decisions, and orders and instructions issued by the Commissioner and
the Assistant Commissioners. Orders and Notices still in force which relate
to the subject matter included in this Manual are incorporated in the text.
Orders and Notices, or portions thereof, relatmg to the examiners’ duties
and functions which have been omitted or not incorporated in the text may
~be consxdered obsolete. Interference procedure not directly involving the Pri-
- mary Examiner is not included in this Manual and, therefore, Orders and

~ Notices relating thereto remain in force.

Subsequent changes in practice and other revisions will be mcorponted

in the form of substitute or additinnal pages for the Manual.

ED\VARD J. BRENNER,
Commissioner,

. 11 Rev. 17, July 1968



Prepamhon of the text of t ird Edition was directed b Ernest

A. Faller, Editor, under the supervision of Manuel ,C.iRosaffDirec,tyqt,,Ik’:atenﬁ,} ‘

Examining Operation. : e e i
Thetgu' rvisory Examiners, Isa Stone, Norman H. Evans, Burn-
ham Yung Kwai, Sam Spintman, . ) Hull, Thomas F. Murphy, Harvey =

_ E. Kauffman and George A. Gorec ok an active part in t is work,
especially in rewriting Chapter 700. . LA s e

Others who assisted were Pasquale J. Federico, Hyman B. Freehof,
Examiners-in-Chief; Joseph Schimmel, Deputy Solicitor; ‘Samuel Levin,
LaVerne L. Williams, Interference Examiners; and Florence A. Hoffman, |
Division Clerk. S oy e

‘Suggestions for improvin the form and content of the Manual are.
always welcome. They should be addressed to: o

~ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D.C. 20231

Rev. 17, July 1968 v




600 tent of Application..___ e
700 Aot L Sl o
800 G T
000 S
1000 \Iatters xbmxttcd to Commxssxo d.
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1100 coanl SRR
1200 Appeal. .. ... A
1300 kllowancr and Tssue. . ____ e
1400 (,orrectlon of Patema- e
1000, Sool .ol
1600 _ _________ : ,

' 1700 M ERE S ' ol :
Appendix T ‘Tabl(' of Ordor~ and Notices e i
Appendix IT Tist of Decisions Cited_ ... _. E .
Appendix ITT DYSUNRN e . Thiel
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1101102

102.1-102.2
1023
103-104
105-106.
107-108
1081
109-110

L. Chapter 800
117-118
119-120
120.1-120.2
121122

v - 2‘4 A

L Chapter 900

137138
1381 1382

139140

140.1
141142
iag- 14
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e ba 199-200
coamitied ' 201-202.
=1 o 203-204
T 204:1 - o
165160 205-206 _ Unrevised
}5_17 ’ o 0 L op7-208 - Unrevised
555 i ' |tAppendixT
: 247-248
249-250
251-252

 (Revision number noton
these pages——distributed
avith Revision 3}

8-Unrevised

Unrevised-8

7-Unrevised

-264 - Unrevised
265-266 , Unrevised
267268 Unrevised

269-270 . o Unrevised-7

287285
(Change Sheet
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