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Xxcept.
U.S. apphmtm a ‘
14a) and are not available as re ma«:&es’

ver, ¢l un
h

common assignee and
ities (lmmmg a smgle*

ipphf a,tmns -abang
treated as pending 2 2] pl
periods regarding interfer

T f T’S pat-
ast ave been issued.

en on’ ‘the face of

is the one

| ~,I".S C. 10"’¢e))

X-Series. ,Th?:e a apprommately

; 1e
sued between 1790 and July 4,
-ere not originally numbered hut
in the

‘1rms-d'numhe
wd. The num-

en copies are or-

p‘ltentees n.lme d date of issue
or identification. :
nged chronologically.
1836 Series,
chen 1
quently designated as “ntility” patent , are in-
cluded in thic series. A citation by number
onlv is. undehtood to vefer to this series.
serles compri the bulk of all U.S. patents

issued. Some T7.S. patents issued.

Reissu Seric ,
1401) have been given it wp arate se
~ bers preceded by “Re.” Tn cit g the letters

“and the number must be given, eg.. Re 1776.

plieation, not tho hlmg (Lnto of the reissue

_applieation.
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~in order the y
. Emperor. :
the Japanese year of the Empemr to the Wes
lerdar year, add 1925 to the .Llpfumw

in ~trx‘k are

The mechmnm!, elec rmcal. and L
patents issued since 1836 and fre- .

This

1861 hear
two numbers but only the l'u'ger number c-‘hould '

(\ef,tmn}' L

_The tra i
, _ alphabetically locatin the fnrm m language
The date that it-is effective as a m*for(-nce is ! g & i

the effective date of the original patent ap-
. ahhrm*’ ations for the United States is useful in .
determining whether a foreign language patent.
p'm»ntq -
covering an inventor’s improvement on hisown

these. patﬁnts were

s of "inmbers. in cmng.r §

are issned under « eramte series of

In citing, the letter “D7 and the

e mven.e.,t: . D 14{) {)ﬂﬂ

ddztmrmi xnformafm ,
he = @mzﬁc Libran’ :
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1t apphmtlon pnhhc.ltmns
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- of the reign of the present

the month. and the day. onvert.
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reign language, alphabetical lists of the
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rals in lien of names to indi- e
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‘ mt‘opt for Russian), .
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publication indicates the filing of a ~nmi arap-
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cation, and the date of publication.

patenting under 35 U. L
Some countries issue patents of addition
the should be " 1dent1ﬁed as sach and, when
separately numbered as ir Francea the number
of the addition patent ,
Pa.tents; addition” oenerailv cover .
rovements «

mventmu.

patent.
. For citation of the umber of pagav of draw-
ing and specification, see 707. 05(e)..

Some foreign countries ]xst the references
_cited during the prosecution.  These, especially
if they are U.S

suggest an overlooked field of search.

Gmmw

Germ‘w ‘allowed ap hc'xtmnc ‘have been is-
sued in printed form beginning September 1,
1955.
cember 31,
meldung.”

1956, are captioned “Patentan-
They should be cited as “German

~of the applicant, the serial number of the appli-
The

~January 1, 1957,

applications printed after
are captioned “Anslegeschrift”
additional number which is larger than 1,000,
000 and whirh will be the number of the patent
if issued. This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number.
tion to the above, data customarily given in cit-
ing foreign patents should be uzed.  Printed
(lpphcnhmv- are listed under “Other Refer-
ences” in the citation thereof,

Librarian will

inzagelling™, name of applicant, *

: ‘a patented parent invention and  be cited.

- can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
f Inventiveness in relation to the par-
~ent invention need not be demonstrated and the

[ chdhgte governed by the term. Of the parent

S. patents, may be helpfu} either
a8 referemr&, of interest to the examiner or to
' '~wms the year for correct designation

Those printed from this date up to De-

printed applications” and identified by the name

and have an
: “as the effective date o5 a pafent for reference

purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the French Patent Office { Bulletin Officiel de la-

Inaddi- .
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German T’hhtv ‘is:aéaéﬁ (hehmm*%mmwt&r) S
may be used as references as prior patems, but
. not as prior print

i g:fiﬁcatzaus are 1 : ;
eir registratior date. When necessary,
the camplem text of i}

ublications smm- t e fail

specification fror
A file of such o

Netherlands apphcatmns. unlew withdrawn,

~are printed beginning January 1. 1964, They

are captioned “Octroomam’mge They ; should
be cited as Netherlands fip;;’a('nz‘mm giving the
number. date of publication, “D(mlm van ter
‘Aanvrager’,

and data (usronnmlv given in citing forezgn

: patf*m& :

pphcatxons had become void
date of acceptance. Neverthe-

the} given a number in the patent

.ne'a The date of publication (year only) is

given following the statement “Prmted for His
‘Iajecn 5 btat;one ;]Oﬁice, and thl shmxld :

o

Bmtmh ‘;pemﬁcarmnc prior to 1‘)16 have 5

~ printed in large heavy type at the head of the = /
first page of The memﬁcatmn a number and
"eﬁl~ (lb

1451 A.D. 1912. This, too'ether with
the name, as required by the m]es, is always
the proper citation of the patent. The year

the patent. :
The year printed on the drawing is not :}11- 5
£t 18
patent. Where it is not, the correct wmr 1s
shown by a small cupemm number or expo-
nent placed to the right and above the wrra]
number of the pntent. as—

1910—No. 499 u
1912—No. 19421

Fn.wu:
T he date of recent F remh pat@nts to be taken

Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of the patent was announced. This date does not
appear on the printed ecopies of \‘he specifira-
tions of the patents. The printed vopies give the
date the patent was granted (déliveé) and the
number of the particular issue of the Official
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given at the head of the specification is either
_ the year of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either case it is the ofﬁcnl d(’algﬂd(lf)ll of

In instances of this kind the patent shouid be;f :
cited as \0 4‘)‘) of 1011 or No. 19421 of 1913. f .



e public until .
Bulletin, it is necessary to
nstam, 43 CCPA 1022, 2
D 402, 734 OG 290, 118 USP i) may ‘ : L
e date on which the specification be-  Translation Section to as: m orally or with
ailable to the public as the effective = Written translations of any specifications in lan-
y reference. This practice will apply to - guages with which the e iner is not familiar. -
“rench patents, going back to number (See 901.06(a), Translations—Reguests for
1 ounced in the Official Bulletin of  Translations, and 903.03, Classification of For-
nd back to patent of addition  egn Patents, below.) Alternative versions of
, change in practice is indi- ~ Specifications, in English or other languages
to French patents prior to  known to the Examiner, can commonly be
[ . found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-
entific Library. As a substitute for translation, =
this service materially reduces the appa
“problem posed by a foreign language s
-~ fication: L P

of ;s’spé’tents are dis-

152 USPQ 70. It should be noted th P g e
ferent systems are in operation in S 90]06 NonnPatgnt P ﬂbhca‘!??!s, i
,",‘megna]'glti °1; Eg{ggt‘?n affe “lisis“h’gof out All printed publications may be used as ref-
: searc fi'm] the (allrf:]ten;xysed for these i§ : .- erences, the date to be cited being the publica-
' "t“'.nces,’,“,“( ’ ﬁ'? et ublié. pubblicat - tion date. Recognized abbreviations of names
tion {verofientiicht, public, pit €. of periodicals may be used in their citation
In two fields, inventions relating (707.05(e)). e oy B :
ing, and inventions relating to th There are some publications kept or circu-
“jcal treatment of textiles an a p and each assistant Ex:
ey FUSES A - : } . ’ C i . I €RCA ABSIHLL ,‘,4:‘-
, :)lf"?gedr:;i(?‘:am}"‘d and 'e;:)::du. ~aminer shoul ain which are available in
that foI])]owe d TSEe b0 his group and whether or not any of them is
general, the proc lure in Gert ribex likely tO ;‘bear qn any c1ass assigned to him.
in Ez parte Gruschwitz et al., 1963 CD 859, 13% e Sl . ]
USPQ 505. Patents which have been issued 901 '06(3) - Scientific L'b"‘m
under the examination system can be recog- The technical literature, foreign patents and
nized from information given in the heading  services supplied by the Scientific Library are
- which refers to the publication of the applica- important to the Examiner for two primary
 tio e French and German language ap-  reasons. In the first place, they provide ma-
_ plications, Demande publiée and Gesuch be-  terial which must be known or searched to de-
kanntgemacht, respectively). As in the German termine whether claims of applications are di-
syractice, when a case is found allowable by the rectly anticipated, and therefore unpatentable
practiog, Ase s 10 ; y U d pated, riore unj
examiner the application is published for oppo-  under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102, In the

; it follows, in
rmany as described
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Pﬁ L T Ha g ,
~ question of patentable i
103). They enable the exai
: ther study to determine wh
Lo in the p
- would be obvio ‘
from the general st:
in the technical litera

¥

MAaTERIALS AVAILABLE
, . Foreign Patents ;
The Library receives foreign patents |
change from almost all

yrinted Fatguts. These p
ok collections which inc

_countries, an
~cation used by that cou The da
ceipt of each patent is stamped on t
" (i.e., numerically arranged) copy of the patent
~ and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy
 of a foreign patent has been received inquiry
- should be made of the Stack Service Section.
The Library has a set of officially published
abstracts known as British Abridgments.
These are classified according to broad subjects.

Foreign Patent Journals .
~ Most foreign countries issue official patent
~and trademark journals corresponding to the
Official Gazette. Patent journals are shelved
_under country names in the patent collectiens,
: vith the numerical sets of those countries
‘which print their patents. Trademark jour-
 nals constitute a separate collection which is
- presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.

~Books

A representative selection of books published
in the United States and Great Britain in the
~fields of applied technology is systematically
acquired by the Library. in addition to the
English language books, there is a modest ce-
lection from French and (erman literature,

140.1

mostly in the field of chemistry.

and sug,

use in the
dum to the
 Primary Examiner.

‘ested with a request for review
~dation.

“patent jiterature pertinent to the class or classes

- 901.06(a)

n‘;:lﬁ&;s'aﬁnw,,examin;ing;gnm}m
alogs pertinent to the
 Design Patent

manufacturers’

&

0 collection
; nd

and periodicals to be or-
arian and his staff obtain as-
embers of the Examining Corps,
1s concerning materials to be
comed at any time. A monthly

lered, the Li
sistance fro

obtained are

st of accessions is circulated to all examining

groups at the beginning of each month and
the books are placed on inspection in the Li-
brary for several weeks thereafter. Duplicate
copies of books on this list, or any other per-
tinent book, may be ordered by Examiners for
%mups by addressing a memoran- .

Jibrarian over the signature of the

The books and trade catalogs procured
permanent assignment to the examining groups .
are recorded in the Library’s main catalog, and
copies of these books usually are available in-
the Library. S : i
" Technical Periodicals
Over 1,500 technical periodicals are received.

These include publications of many important

seientific and technical societies. The list in-

- cludes a number of titles in the design patent

ficld and in fields of interest to non-examining
areas of the Office. ..~~~
Most of the periodicals received by the Li-
brary are circulated to examinimg groups.

“Once each year the Library sends to each group

a list of ail titles currently circnlated to them
with request for suggestions for changes. This

systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally
add new titles. The Library is alert to new.

periodieal publications and it acquires sample
copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-
and recommen-

An important part of the duties of each Ex-
aminer invelves constant inspection of non-
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while those which have not yet been bound are
separately located in alphabetical order. .
the beginning of the main card catalog,
is o separzte card listing of bound pertodicals

and foreign patent and trademark journals.

Almost allimxcﬁsszﬁedan issified tec) 0
issued by the Atomic Lnerg:  Catalog of Atomic Energy
’ i ‘ Commission Documents =

catalog is scparate from the
and lists unclassified and

Space Admi s
of Standards, are receivec S by series. Publication of the
: T s . cards rminated on July 1, 1959, but in ‘
 Ams 1o SEARCHING formation of this kind from publications sub

Encyclopedic works, published in % , .&t ;{12&2 ca;n be obtained from
abstracting vehicles which assist s cience AOSITdCls,:

atents and technical literatures are [N R i
4 o cedanalitv. T ‘ Underwood Card Digest

‘This is a card catalog of ,p‘-.yztéz:u decisions
made by the Commissioner and by the various
courts.  Each ;ca,rd;,contains]a*digest, of the =
decision.. : .
e LABRARY SERVICES

Forelgn Patent Information =

4 ~ Upon request made to the Circulation and
Main (jam}ldg“,, ' Reference Section (Ext. 2500) the Library will.
: . e i , procure individual typewritten copies of patents
~ This card catalog is located in the Reference  from countries which issue, but do not print
~ Room and lists all materials in the Library, the  them. ‘Where applicable, the dates of opening
Law Library and Examining Groups except  toinspection, of issuance and of publication will
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-  be :'equested of the foreign patent office. The
Tnission documents. If an examiner finds that  copy of each patent so acquired is retained in a
the book he desires is not on the shelf he may spec';ial file in the Stack Service Section, and a
be able to ascertain through the card catalog that * photocopy thereof is submitted to the examiner.
“another copy is available elsewhere in the Office. ) . 0
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde- : Technical Document
pendently of the Library, and it is important - e ey
that any such material should be sent to the  When technical reports, such as those pub-
" Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-  lished by U.S. Government agencies and their
loging to assure that it may be recorded for the  contractors are desired, the Library should be
~ henefit of the entire office. - provided with all necessary identifying data,
The Library of Congress classification scheme  including the report number if available. The
is used in classifving the books, bound periodi-  Library “will obtain printed copies whenever
cals, and documents other than those of the  they are available but it may sometimes be pos-
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in  sible to obtain enly 2 microfilm or microprint
the Taw Library. A printed outline of this = copy. S e
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uplicate copies and !
is used to fill photocopy requests. Man
copies of this type of material are received an
hey reisens‘ ups for re end:
il

by the L'gr}iryiahdaretdmeds otherwise they
_ maybesenttoanothergroup.

he Technical Processes Branch will assist

_examiners who wish to build up collections of
ca or cireulars pertinent to their arts, by

writing for copies to companies listed under
pertinent subject headings in Thomas’ Register

of American Manufacturers and MacRae's
luebook. Thomas’ Register gives product

classifications, an alphebetical list of trade
~ names, brands, etc.; international trade section,

* boards of trade, and other commercial organi-

‘zations, leading trade papers; and volume 4 is

an index providing a product finding guide to

the contents of the first three volumes. 7Aomas

Micro-Catalogs, consisting of a film viewing

machine and a set of catalogs of about 2,450

~American manufacturing firms in the form of

.. sheets of microfilm, is available in the Reading
" Room (Room 1895) near the 4-volume 7 homas
Register of American Manufacturers, which
_serves as an index for the file. MacRae’s Blue-
* book is a comprehensive listing of sources of
industrial equipment, products and materials,
alphabetically arranged by product headings.

L Tﬁexprincipal arrangement 1s by subject and
there is also an index to advertisers. The Ex-
aminer should be aware of Sweet's Catalog
Service, an annual publication which consists
of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
catalogs covering architecture, engineering,
process industries, mechanical industries, power

- plants and product design. :

" Loan of Books and Other Publications

(General , :

All Library materials other than the books

in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room (1895) may be charged out at the
circulation desk. Materials should be kept as
© briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
~_than two weeks. Since all library matenials
~ are used for reference purposes, none may bhe
~taken outside of the Commerce Building. Ex-

_ aminers may use the Commere Department
Library but may not charge out its hooks.

Rev. 1, Jan, 1964 14¢

_ On request the
Section will borrow from other libraries ma-

books from another library is costly in terms
" of both time and effort; therefore, it is library

~aminers In the use of the card catalo -
- other resources of the Library, in pointing out
publications which will hel

- ascertain the dates of opening to public inspec-

- Procurement of Patents = ,
. The Circulation and Reference Section will

_ publication or first «

CEDURE -

should be obtained th

use

Interlibrary Loans
‘Circulation and Reference

terials not gvailable in the Scientific Library.

- In return for this service, the 'Libr;aré'lem
" its materials to other libraries in the Di

strict
of Columbia so that occasionally an Examiner
may find that the item he desires is unavail-
able. These materials which are out on inter-
library loan may be recalied for the Examiner
if uired for immediate use. To borrow

policy not to borrow materials unless strictly .
ertinent to officizl use. Law books cannot be ,
rrowed by the Library for use by Examiners =~
in connection with law courses. o
When a book or periodical is borrowed from
another library, and cited in an office action, a
photocopy of the portion cited should be or-

 dered immediately and placed in an appropri-
‘ate class and subclass. II)i ‘

his class and subelass
should be cited in the office letter. A separate
file of duplicate photocopies of borrowed refer-
ences is maintained in the Stack Service Section.

: Reference Services
General . s SRR |
~ The staff of the Circulation and Reference
Section (Ext. 2500, Room 189%3) will assist’ex(i S
and -

the examiners de-
fine the limits of the field of search, and in pro-
viding information for use in prior art searches.
Upon request, it will provide bibliographies on
given subjects. As requested by examiners, it

performs searches in foreign patent journals to

tion, of grant or sealing, and of ublication of
specified foreign patent applications.

initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-
ents which are not in the Library’s collections.

(See 901.08(a) LIBRARY SERVICES—For-

cign Patent Information, above.)
Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materiols
Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
ﬁstrilgnni‘nn to the publie
of publications for which this information is
required should be made 1o the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information wil! be
forwarded to the examiner.




s or literature, If 1t ,
ten translation of pa rt
ate evioddical article, or b
md, request should be made
f mmiax ions are made from .

all of the prineip curopean languages
from Japanese, Library will he
quired H"&H\MHGW- mm nﬁwr languag

sisewhere. ~ '
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" Borrowed Publications
[R173

~ Whenever it is neces / to borrow refere

_ material from other libraries

. for official u

ter of citing one of thes
ALPUL

Appﬁ(}ati(}n of

Pubz ished

ing any AP ublished appli
before each subsequent action, the
rould . verify whether the applica-
ndoned or patented. If it

her literature, =~

.Y BE ORDERED OF THE
OF ANY 3
1 1S CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-

“C‘H PHOTOCOPY SHOULD BE

APPROPRIATE CLA

POR-

ANDSUCH CLASS AND

< MUST BE CITED IN THE

LETTER. See 707.05 for ~itation

data. : N :
As the Examiner currently inspect

patent literature pertinent to the classor

elasses that he examines, he should fill out a
form P0-250 for each item or part thereof

< essential in connection with search in

<. The publication, the particular pages
, 1, each class and cubelass in which he
~ desires a copy and the other information on
the order form shonld be given and the order
approved by Primary Examiner. ;

The order should be sent to the Doenment

Services Branch with the publicatior (where
~ possible). e , ey
A reazonable effort should be macde 1o avoic
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\ PHOTOCOPY SHOULD IMMEDI-
BORROWED BOOK

- m‘nne:'ima}l_v in bound volumes.

901 .06 (d ) Abstrac’iys\,,,

o dateof

ific Library contai
. published applications arranged

+The
set 0f A

acts,  Ab reviatures
. :; alld Defchsi‘ve Puhhcationg

s are Patent Of-
_abandonad o wplication
{the defensiv
I vopy} are Patent Office
provisionally abx ndoned ap-
rein the applicant retains his
interference for a limited tume
ars from the earliest effective
See 71106 and T11.06( a).
~ Arrangement of Art in Examin-
_ing Groups i f
sroups the TS, patent arranged
appropriate la- g '




bels, each showing the class, sub-class, an " on Examiner's
suslly the lowest nbered pat-  Notice ¢

i tnal is foubd. '*iW;hemd:}? R

] “that the original is lost, ths

E:i; Group should be notified and re-

ed to supply a mounted copy. When re-
ved, this is substituted for the soft copy.
[f the original copy is subsequently found, the
substitute ,copg‘ ould be removed from the

le and discarded. U T

foreigm patents are usually kept 1 o | o
parate from and immediat Sy follovi" 902  Official Publications and Indices
,alg‘f without regard to country. . o of US. Patents i
~ Non-patent  publications or photocopies  _ . L
t ifGOfp‘cont.ain isclosures »’f{)rgparticglar 1 902.01 ,Mi;mll‘ﬂ of Classxﬁ tion
belasses. if numerous, should behﬁ}eq in“shoﬁs 5 al of ssification blished in
x;ts, otherwise at the  |4450 Jeaf form, pplementary sheets con-
s oreign patents. taining changes are issued from time to time
L S  to replace the originaisheets. =~ =
901.08 Borrowing References All manual changes are effected by a series
LN R L  of Classification Orders each of which is cur- . o
: The search files in each examining division  rently published in the Official Gazette to the
~ should at all times be complete. Where they = extent necessary to keep the manuals up to
" are incomplete, the Examiners using such files  date. ‘As these changes are published, each
and relying upon their completeness may miss Examiner should enter them in his manual,
valuable references. References removed from so that his manual will at all times be com-
the files whether for use in the division or  plete and up-to-date. As supplementary sheets
otherwise should, of course, be promptly re-  are issued, the old sheets should be removed,
I B ;  and the new sheets substituted therefor..
 There are over 300 classes of utility inven- -
tions each having a title descriptive of its sub-

© turned. o , i ~
" The following is established as the uniform

Office  practice in borrowing references (do- rat e ,
ject matter and being identified bﬂéone of a

mestic and foreign patents and publications) : ‘
~ a. References mayv be borrowed and charged  series of class numbers (some numbers of the
resently assigned to

~ for a maximum of two days. In all possible  series are blank and not \ 7
_ instances, the references should be returned in  any class). Each class 1s subdivided into a
~ less than two days, preferably in a few hours. nuinber of suhclasses with each subelass bear-
1t is the responsibility of the chief of the bor-  in a title deseriptive of its subject matter and
 rowing division to see that all borrowed ref-  being identified by a subclass number which in
" erences are returned within the time indicated.  many instances will include decimal fractions.
b, The file clerk of each division shall re- A complete identification of a subclass requires
view the chargesweach morning, select all  both the class and subelass numbers, the class
charges over two days old and collect the cor- number appearing first and the subclass num-
responding horrowed references. The file ber seconti. e... “103-161" identifies Class 103,
clerk shall report to his chief for appropriate  Subclass 161. : ‘
action any failure to obtain overdue references The Manual of Cla
_and any Instances where it is necessary repeat-  ing parts: S
edly to collect overdue references. s A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.
c. In the case of domestic patents, when it Classes Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-
appears that they will be needed for more than ulation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
two days, particularly where future use is in- ranged in five major subject groups, with the
dicated, soft copies should be ordered, but the classes listed under each group by relationship
references may be borrowed for immediate use.  of subject nmtter. This tabulation is for the
it this will facilitate an action. The Patent  purpose of assisting the user in finding the
~ Copy Sales Branch should give prompt service main class pertinent to his search. .
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. Classification 5 '
im0 A numeriéallﬂ]yf rranged punched card index ;;

of both original and officiaily cross-referenced
- domestic patents is on file in the Machine Tab-

BEia T - ulating Bra - Administrative Services
(i Baticel s W 'f;nd phrases  Divisio i e
uently called tit identifying various iDn eacl ve. there is 2 separate m-
characters of patentable pcts arranged in df?x for each series, X. 1836, Al, Re, PP and D e
alphabetical order, with th tion of a class  For the present original classification. call Ext.
~ or both class and subclass in which subject  3822. For official cross references of a given
- matter identified by the title will be found. patent, ¢ all Ext. 2‘352 o :
 902.02 Definitions  902.03(b) Blue Shps
All of the utility classes (.., classes devoted The “blue” issue or classification slips (Form
to technology) except a few unrevised classes  pQ_o70), starting with patent number 1,987,-
have definitions. None of the design classes ogg, RE. 19,228, D 126,796, P.P. 1, and for all
has definitions. =~ . . csphsequently issued patents, and containing the
. Such definitions state the subject matter that  origina] classification and cross-references or-
:uzﬁunn?o:: e?;;ﬁ cdﬁhfdn I’il?i:'n;osgxplﬁzlatsts) dBered at time of issue are on file in the Service

ot aée 1}? chort clnss d"is’ﬁbﬁlass“ t:itles% dﬁn ; ranch, Qlasmﬁca@on G;fqup, L T

Each examining division has a set of defini- : Fiate
tidns and fhere sre several ots in the Pub.  202:03(c)  Subelase Lists
lic Search Room. Additional or replacement
_sheets incorporating all changes and additions
 are issued from time to time and should be
promptly added to each set of definitions.
1902.02(a) Search Notes |
The definitions have search notes as a part ss-ref
thereof ; namely, notes giving information as  applications. , o
to where subject matter related to the class will L
1902.03(d) Count

 be found (such notes appearing fafier,tjhe l<;lass
_definiti ' 1 ere subject ' L N R
definition), and a'so notes a3 T T e In the Serviece Branch, Classification Group,

is maintained a subeclass “count,” giving the

matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
number of U.S. patents originally classified in

 (appearing after the subclass definition).
These notes are intended to indicate both the IN&L .

each class and subeclass, and a corresponding

“count” for cross-referenced U.S. patents.

relationship and the difference between the
se}éamﬁely cla}issiﬁed subjects. o { g
uch search’ notes are not exhaustive an L I S e
should be regarded as suggestive of additional 902.04 Cl{g&lﬁcahon Orders a,nd‘ Bul-
fields of search, but not as limiting the search. leivs
Classification Orders are issued from time to

902.02(b) Search Cards  Classifi  jssued from time to
, subclass in both  Hime giving all changes in the classification
In one shoe of each defined subclass in both 43,4 have been made officially, including every

the examining division and the Public Search . 1.1506 to be made i N
? s a ! al : ade in the Manual of Classifica-
Room is a “Search Card™ having the definition Pion gf. in the definition books. ( ,

of the subclass and the search notes if any. Photolithographed copies are distributed to

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In- 3l examining divisions for immediate use.
! i , Each order, except for those portions per-

Cards representing all U.S, patents, arranged
by class and subelass, are available in punched
~card form in the Machine Tabulating Branch
‘of the Administrative Services Division. ‘
“Tabulated lists for each subclass can be ob-
tained, one list for originals and one list for
cross-reference and published abstracts of U.S.

dices : , taining to the amendment of existing defini-

The following indices of U.S. patents are  tions, is subsequently printed in the Official
available and may be used to obtain classifi-  Gazette, FEAE :

cation data of 1S, patents: _ These orders are from time to time collected
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) ,mw

,tmmmsamtofp:;mmmottgew
ent classifieation, by el romdemxgm

_or borro
study and m'm gmuymgs. ‘
h lops an arrangement of the patents
which satisfactory for sea
_ The lines marking the confines o thenew or
o o mvlsed class and its subclasses are determined,
,903 01 Statutory Anthorntyg - and appropriate definitions drawn, all subject
s ' to the supervision and approval of an Exam-
The statutory authorxty for estabhshmgand " iner of Classification and to the final appmval
maintaining a ‘classification is given in the fol- by the Cemmmmaer Then the Examiner’s
, lowmg statute, which states: ~ and the Seamh Room’s copies of the patents

‘85 U.B.C. 9. Classification of patents. The Com-
mlssioner may revise and maintain the classification
by subject matter of United States letters patent -and

class schedu}ee and deﬁmtmns are. extensively
to f developments suim»; .

: amﬁcatmn, they are re o

, ,rm in Class catmn ul-

903 Classlﬁcatmn

ranged and staglged

classification. Official Lmss-references are aleo ,
. pre ared and appropmately stamped. '
o e patents comprised n the new class are

included in the new class are collected, ar-
conformably to the new .

- the basic tool of every Examiner, this booklet,

" The basis of classification used in the U.S.
Patent Office, the principles followed, and the
~ reasons why such principles were adopted are

set forth in the booklet Development and Use
. of Patent C’lamﬁcatzon Systems, which is avail-
“able in each Art Unit. Since classification is

k * particularly as it relates to the present classifi-
cation system, should be carefully studied.

the plan of classification, could be defined and
issued as an official part of the classification.
- Relative to all such work, the patent exam-

the Examiner of Classification having jurisdic-
tion of the class to the end that, when the work
1s completed, it can be defined and made offi-
cial. (Basis: Notice of August 22, 1949.)

903.02(a) New and Rev:sed Classes

,  The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of an Examiner of Clas-
sification.

When an old class is to be revised, or a new
class formed, an assistant Kxaminer who has
been examining applications in the art involved
may be transferred from the examining divi-

sion to a classification division for the reclassi- :

fying work.
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Unofficial subclasses and digests made by
patent examiners, if made in accordance with

~ iners doing the same are directed to consult

entered upon the numerical and subclass n-

dices.
Notxﬁcatlon of the new class or subelass is

_ published in the Official Gazette, and S Qu;l)ple-
mentary sheets necessary to correct the

leaf Manual of Classification are published. .
Definitions of all revised classes and sub-
classes are found in the Classification Bulietins:

903.02(b) Scope of a Class

Tn using any classxﬁcatlon system. it is nec-

‘essary to analyze the orgamzatlon of the class

~ or classes to be included in the search.

- The initial analysis should determine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-

ter (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting

: matena]) are contained in the class being

considered.
- Further, relative to each type of subject mat-

- ter. it is necessary to consider each of the

various combinations and subcombmanonc set

out. below: .
Feature Combined with Basic Sub ]ect Mat-

 ter for Some Added Purpose. The added pur-

pose is in excess of the scope of the subject

“matter for the cluss, as defined in the class defi-

nition. e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added function of separating
the crushed stone.

Feature Combined to Perferf the Basic Sub-
ject Matter. Features may be added to the
hasic subject matter which do not chang’e the
character thereof, hut do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.g.. an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone crusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and thus prevent
ruining the machine. However. this perfect-
g combined feature adds nothing to the basic
character of the machine.

Rev. 9, Jul, 196




ject Matter. Eg
may have subeor
therewith, e.g., :
erusher. | o e
‘ of General Utility.
type

combinations which have. utility with other

and different types of subject matter, e.g., the

EY

machine el of a stone crusher.  Subcom-

binations of th er usually are

should deten ' instance where they
are classified. , ~ i

903.03

Foreign patents are
Translation Sec of
ining Groups ¥ :
and they shoul
and assigned to the.

- without recording.

i folded or

roper class and subclass

- Since the Li

a desired foreign patent, known by country and

number, can be inspected in the Library or pho-
y I‘){f , yorp

tocopies ordered. When a foreign patent is not

roperly classifiable in th up to which the
ibrary sent it, the examiner should transmit it
to the group in which he considers it to be classi-
‘fiable, or, if he knows of no such group. he
should return it to the Library. Any indication

Library when they are found to be exact dupli-
cates of either %Oreign patents or domestic
patents. Such foreign duplicates are discarded
to minimize the number of patents to be in-
spected in making searches. ,

When a partial translation is desired, return
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tific Library, Room 1898--A, with the word

“Title” or “Claim”™ or other specific portion .

indicated thereon. :
The Library invites examnuers confronted

with language probleras in classifying foreign-

Rev. 0. Jul. [t

ibject matter may have sub-

rovided
for in some ‘80 that the Examiner

:; 90304 'Sumping' of Examir‘letyj"é? énd

~ the issue skip and the printed Examiner’s and
 Search Room copies of the patent to the Clas-

Sinc ary retains copies of

other foreign patents (See 901.06(a)),

- spective classes in the groups and no changes
“in' the classification or the arrangement of the

‘s output.

: reign patents

nt of such work among the
gronp are left to the Super-

r.. rs spent by each examiner on

WOk ars ed on the individual examiner’s

rd of “Other” time (PO-$%E}. (Basis:

ice of September 24, 1940, Notice of Au-

1960, and Notice of May 25, 1961 and

f October 17, 1563.) R

examiners of the

Search Room Copies

Before each application in issue becomes a
patent. the Tssue and Gazette Branch forwards

sification Group for stamping and recording of
the classifieation of the patent. preparation of
cross-references and transmittal to the Exam-
iner and Search Room on the date of the
patent. o '

- After thev are so stamped and recorded, the
photolithographic copies are retained in the re-

copies are permitted except as set out in 903.05.

The classification printed in the heading of
hatents izsued since 1933 cannot always be re-
ied upon 10 be the present original classifica-

- _tion, since"fr:%is .data is obtained from the file
i ; Ot/ wr T of the application at tiy issue anc

- of classification made by the Library is advisory wiapper of the application at time of isme and .
only, and the final decision as to where the -
patent is to be placed will be made by the
 examiner in whose art it is found to be classi-

‘' fiable. Foreign patenis should be discarded
by the Examining Grou})s without return to the.

will not reflect any changes in clasification
made after the issuance of the patent,

90305 Transfer of U.S. Patents

The transfer of ofticial copies of U.S. patents.

- either original or cross-reference. from one.
©class or subrlass to another requirves the ap-

proval of a Classification Examiner. {(Basis:
Notice of February 20, 1918,) ' :
Examiners must submit to the Classification
Group all questions of transfer of patents. :
When an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
class or subelass, he should have a memoran-
dum list prepared for signature of the Primary

Examiner of the numbers of all patents which

are to be rransferred indicating only the class




atent may alse be req
Examiner’s copies of thi

through any o 0

prompt approval or comment an

ICATION, SEARCH

also e

o 96365
thereof. (Basis: Notice of

those in the Examine
ndex and subclass lists. (Basis: Notice of
"ebruary 20, 1918.) .

hen it becomes necessary in the course of a
ransfer to remove copies from the files in the

Public Search Room, a duminy a little fonger

Classification Group. .
hose instances where a transfer is ay

d by a Patent Classifier, the class and sub-

‘provec by a & ¢ :
‘class designations on both the Examiner and
_ Search Room copies of the patents are changed

“and the numerical patent index and subclass

 lists are altered to agree with the new classi
cation. When the transfer is not approved, ti

~ copies of the patents will be returned with

149-150

‘than a patent copy is substituted therefor, and

the identification data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon. This dummy 1S

‘amended if the patents are returned, and
should all be returned the dummy is removed.

The procedure for transfering an entire
class or subclass from one group to another
is given in the Manual of Clerical Operations.

Rev. 1, Jan. 1964
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drawing. {(DBasis: Notice 0 14
 The exsminer fills out s blue slip ~270)
I walch 3t ) ~ or & salmon slip (P0O-328) in the cass fde-
ss-referenced.  ouch SOIt COpS ‘be . gigns to indicate the class ‘and smubelgss in
rwarded to the Classificatio Gr ‘ he patent should be classified and also
it will be promptly inspected, the necessary  fthe classes in which it should appear ke 8 cros
ction taken and the soft copy returned withil reference. Unofficial subclasses should not be
vo days of its receipt. (Basis: Notice of  indicated on the blue slip, neither as original
1‘11 6 1948.) ' . s , A fn}o?r ljs:Lls(:::«qlszwtafehem:e d e ?ﬁ:u?%eéxgtafeﬁﬁy o
06(a) Discovery of w Cross- the bluesliptotl inside of thse left fold of the
903 06(a) }I){cfere;rgés?f‘ Ne o file wr&p%r to be forwarded to the Issue and
L : Sl Gazette Branch. (Basis: Order 2052, and
_ Patents which are useful as referencesmay be  Memorandum of May 14 1952.) S
found either in the course of a search or from  The Examiner also enters the classification
, insPe'ctim} of the Official Gazette each week.  appearing on the issue shi ) in the space pro-
Soft copies may be placed in the Examiner's  yided on the front of the file and in the space
search files. However,if they contain disclosure provided in the stamping at the left margin of
properly classifiable in an official subclass. they  ¢he drawing. Care should be exercised to see
- should be given the status of official cross-ref-  that all three entries of the classification are
_erences in accordance with 903.06. " correct and in agreement, ‘particularly 2 -
any alteration of one entrﬁ, for otherwise the
" encing at Allowance or Before Putent will be printed with an erroncous elis-
. oo SRR N sification or improperly positioned 1n the Ofh-
i S e e cial Gazette. et , : s
_ It is the duty of each Primary Examiner to All Examiners are requested to fill in the
personally review the classification and cross-  class and subelass on the drawings in large
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-  pumerals using as much of the space provided
plication passed for issue and to initial the blue o5 feasible. In this way the filing of drawings
slip to show that this review has been made.  and subsequent searching by the Issue and
ﬁ‘,‘“fg ?gggr)‘z%? and from Memorandum of  Gazette Branch will be greatly aided. (Basis:
ebh. , . ‘ : ’ . 5. 3. L
Both the blus issue slip (PO-270) and the Memorandum Gf Junuary 5’, 1953.) '
file wrapper provide spaces for an “Assistant ; ~ ResupMIssioN |
Examiner” and for a “Primary Examiner” 1o The original classification assignment of an
write their initinls or signature. : application may have involved a “borderline”
situation. The file wrapper of such an anplica-

Examiners with full signatory authority who
“act on an application themselves and send it to tion will be stamped, “RESTTBMIT TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV. ——, ete.”, the

issue should initial the blue slip and sign the

. . 173 » Yo H se ot . )

file wrapper only in the “Primary Examiner stamp appearing below the Interference Search
spce. A line should be drawn through the hox. A “Special” tag should be attached to the

: A seistant Examiner” box to make it clear that e Ao , _
. the absence of an initial or signature in the box g(lf’ n‘:)h::;n:i:;zn:;??f ﬂ?: (;:f' i?'“;:?;:?;};?}é

was not an oversight. (Basis: Notice of June : PSR S T there 18, fb e

18, 1965.) p.' : ' , allowance, no longer any doubt or dispute abonut
The initial classification of pending applica- the proper «:lniﬂiﬁeut‘mn. {Basis: Notice of

tions and the drawings thereof will have been January 14, 19653
indicated in pencil by the Primary Examiner. In the case of oversized patents. where only

See 903.08(b). a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent

: ~ 903.07 Classifying and  Cross- Refer

1. Rev. 6, Oct. 1065
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( said other Pri-
also sppear in said
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i« own Gironp ]
 patent issues, the (la ,
, a natter of routine, send the
necessary notices to the group inyve )

The sending of caswes to from one group
and aseigning them toe her group
i4 rost pieted 1o those sitnatic e duh Fox-
aminers coneur in the propeesed clasaitiontion of
the patent. which must be <hown be the con-
curring Fxaminer initinling e iwne sip, or
where there has been a ruling by o Patent
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_is assigned is responsib

' .ﬂ&gpi%mtiw Branch.

plicati

_pur-

‘of the grou
il being ch%rrkeg
uld not be for-
ification has

it would

The examining group to which an application
, ) its examination
until such time as the application is officially
transferred to another group by the Application

Branch,

~ The Primary Examiners have full authority
to accept any application submitted to them

that they believe is properly classifiable in a
class in their group. (gf]y where there is a
difference of opinion between different groups
should cases be submitted to a Patent Classifier,

903.08(a) New Applications
New applications are assigned to the various
examining groups in the first instance by the

“pon receiving an application from the Ap-
1 Branch and before making any entry
on the Serial Register or Docket record cards,
each Primary Examiner will forthwith decide
whether it has been properly assigned to his
group. ,

If the Primary Examiner decides that the
application properly belongs in his group, it
iz processed as a new receipt. ;

Vien a new application is received which,
in the opinion of t{m Primary Examiner, does
not belong to his Group, he will submit it
promptly without any entry heing made on the
serial Register or Docket Record eards, to the
<xaminer of the Group to which he thinks i
belongs, on Transfer Inquiry form .0, 447
(The drawing, if any, is retained as a charge,)

If the latter agrees to aecept the applieation,
the transfer is effected by the Clerk of tlm Ciroup
to which the application was originally as
sigeriond,

Ff not accepted it may be promptly and in-
formally submniited 1o the Classifieaiion Growp
for assignment by oral decigion prioy to entry,
No search for prior art 1o show elassitivation
need be mde. The group 1o which the Patent
Chissitior assigns it will ke the first aetion




“case should be transf
“nent art relative to th
“He should not take ti ‘

ysis of the art or an argument. He forwards
rappe ctly . the file, together with his memorandum, to one ;
earch box when it is = nf the other Groups involved. Each of the other
- ons _that the classification  Examiners involved may similarly make a
~of such an application should be reconsidered  search and cite art without taking the time to
~_on allowance, The stamp will indicate which  write either an art analysis or an argument.
_ Documentation Division will reconsider the = The time involved in making such searches is
case on a “Special” basis. [R-21] = not lost, since the cited art may be of value to
o . the Examiner to whom the case is assigned.
Classification and Assign-  Each Examiner in turn promptly adds his
nt to Examiner [R-  memorandum to the file and the last forwards
1] > -~ thefile and all papers to the Documentation
o n | Group. This praciice is all that is required by
n, new or amended and in- - the general rules governing the assignment of
gs, if any, when first as- applications for examination. See particularly
be classified and as-- items 4 and 10 of the regulations governing
r examination. . assignment of applications in section 903.08(e).
rimary Examiner assigns

~ The ‘This is generally termed “formal” submission.
thef;{ noting il in the space pro- ' e : =

~ vided on the face he file and in the upper 903-08( e) ‘General Regulations Gov-
left hand corner of drawing (first sheet), SV erning the Assignment of
Applications for Examina-

_the class and subclass to which the case pertains,

pper dircet

~ and also the name or initials of the Examiner . ]
or the assigned docket designation. The appli- tion [R-21]
_cation file is then turned over to the Clerk for ~  The fact should be borne in mind that the
processing. . following regulations are only general guides.

‘ A . . and exceptions frequently arise because of some
90308(°> Immediate j Inspection "f, . unusual I:3ox1dition(.1 They fact should also be
' ' o ,Am’en, iments ~ kept in view that the Patent Classifiers as well
Upon the receipt of an mendment which  2s the Patent Examiners are confronted with

makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken . an alr.ea'dy existing classification, made up
promptly in accordance with the transfer pro- of newly revised classes, those revised years
cedure outlined in Sec. 903.08(d). ago and which have somewhat outgrown their

e definitions and limits, and still others made a
903.08(d)

Transfer Procedure [R-  generation agoand never changed. Also, these
21] ~classes are based on different theories and
~ plans, some on art, some on structure, some on
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR functions, some on the material worked upon,
CLASSIFICATION and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
all. . The Patent Classifiers cannot change this
existing condition as each application comes
up for assignment but must seek to dovetail
the cases into the patchwork and try to get

xaminers involved should present their posi- the applications where they will be best han-
tions orally to the appropriate Patent Classifier dled.  To do this often violates the Patent Clas-
for verbal decision. This is generally termed  sifier’s views as to what constitutes a really
informal submission. : proper classifieation,

Where the Examiners in different Groups are
in agreement that an application is properly
assignable to one of the (iroups but are in dis-
agreement as to which one should receive it, the

158" ' : Rev, 21, July 1969



(1) An application containing a hybrid
claim wherein, for instance, a product is defined
merely in terms of the process for producing it.
ion 705.01(e) (1). i

"here an application properly assigned
‘mechdnical or electrical class contains at
-one claim to mixed subject matter, a part
hich is chemical, the application may be
; ed to the appropriate chemical Art Unit
for examination: or where the application is
properly assigned to a mechanical class and a
claim therein contains electrical subject matter,

~or whether the sets ims are more evenly
- divided. It is regarded as just as vital that one

~ complex claim be searched and adjudicated by
Examiner skilled in the art as that a texf) '
such claims be so searched and adjudicated.
3. The claims and statement of invention are
nerally taken as they read, since any attempt

of a Pafent Classifier to go behind the record
and decide the case upon what is deemed the

___more errors than such action would cure. The
Patent Classifiers ca - possess
‘knowledge of the state of the art in all the

of merit for the Examiners to determine and
are ;oflten open to argument and are subject for
a i e

pm location of the U.S. f)atents consti-
tuting the prior art is generally controlling
over all else. (Note: Where time permits, ob-
vious misplacements of the patents constituting

~ lines as the cases come up for assignment would
require the time of several men and would often
“involve a reclassification of an entire class.)

5, Ordinarily an application cannot be as-

_ signed to a class which includes one element or

rt only of several claimed in combination.
e claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation iz not reviewed by the Pat-
ent Classifiers.

6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized in
all cases, where they evaluate the facts as war-
ranting it, to assign applications for examina-
- tion to the Group best able to examine the same.
Since assignment for examination on this basis
will at times be contrary to classification of
patents containing the same character of
claims, the Patent Classifiers will indicate the
proper classification of the patent, if such claims
are allowed. ‘

Thus in cases where there is a claim drawn to
hybrid or mixed subject matter and the Super-
~visory Primary Examiner in one discipline
feels that the application requires consideration
by, or may be best examined by, a Group in one
of the other technical disciplines, Chemical,
Electrical, or Mechanical, he may submit the ap-
plication to his Patent Clagsifier who may
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“real invention” would, it is believed, introduce

the specific

classes that the Patent Examiners collectively
. Further, such questions are matters 1 a ¢

~ the patent will issue and be classified acc
“to the rules of superiority in classification; thus,

the prior art are. con'ecwdf but to straighten all

“not evident or clear, the first Examiner should
- include a brief statement explaining the rela-

the application may be assigned to the appro-
riate electrical Art Unit for examination.

‘As indicated earlier, when an application

rich had been assigned for examination in ac-

_ cordance with this subsection ultimately is al-
lowed, it will be classified according to the con-
_troling claim. In effect, assignment for exami-

asis, but

‘nation may be on a “best examinabl S, |
ccording

the search file will have a constant set of rules
governing placement of patents therein. =

Where an application is being reassigned
from one examining discipline to another, under
the provisions of this subsection, the Patent
Classifiers are authorized to require the first
Exanminer to cite references pertinent to the
claimed features falling under the jurisdiction
of the art within his discipline, In those cases
wherein the application of the reference(s) is

tion and possible application of the reference(s)
to the claim(s) ; in case of dispute as to the ne-
cessity of this procedure, the Patent Classifier
has power to require the statement. :

7. When an application has been taken up
by an Examiner for action and a requirement
to restrict is found necessary, a part of the
claims being directed to matter classifiable in
the Group where the case is being examined, an
action requiring restriction should be made
without seeking a transfer of the case to another
Group. The action of the applicant in response
to the requirement for restriction may result
in making a transfer of the application
unnecessary. ,

8. Ordinarily where all the claims of an ap-
plication are for an article made of a specific
composition or alloy with no other characteris-
tic of the artiele recited, the application will be
assigned to the composition or alloy class.

9. A class of cases exists in which either no
art or a divided art is found and in which no




- rule or prmcxple is. mvolvecL (St ch
placed where, in the judgment
Classifiers they will be best searched and

ju-
~ dicated. Tt is often impossible to so explain 8

TFICATION, SEARCE

Exammer seekmg theftransfer of a 5

it case may make a search, both

and the class to which he thinks the case should

. be transferred, and the Examiner in charge of

decision in this class of cases as to satisfy, or in
any way aid, the Examiners interested. In];' S

such
~ cases one place or another may be so evenly bal-

deed, the reasons for or against sendin

anced tha.t no reason of : any value can be glven

ST RSN ST B

L 4.]

: the Art Umt should exhibit the result of such
'search to the Oﬁice of Documentation, Thls 15

the way the expert know]edge of the Exammers

' ;mvolved is uuhzed
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0 breadth or scope o
ant embodtments not disclosed by applicant,

- which would anticipate the terms of the defini-

The claim must be so analyzed and

od that any such variant encountered

¢ the apphcat]on i8 to remain in the group .
which submitted it for classification, no further
If assigned to another

procedure is necessary. L it
group, the clerk processes case as descri

in the Manual of Clerical Procedures.

If the case is one which had been taken up for

~ action by an examiner according to its effective
filing date, it should be treated as special by any
to which it is

examiner, Art Unit, or Grc
tra.nsfan'ed. Sea70801

904 HowtoSeareh

Havmg obtained a thorough understanding

of the subject matter disclosed and claimed in
the application, the Examiner then searches
the prior art as disclosed in patents and other
printed documents. Any such document used
in the re]ectmn of a claim is called a “refer-
ence.”
The ﬁrst search should be such that the Ex-
aminer need not ordinarily make a second search
of the prior art, unless necessitated by amend-
ments to the claims by the applicant in the first
~ response, except to check to determine whether
‘any reference which would appesr to be sub-
stantially more pertinent than the prior art cited
in the first Office action has become available
-subsequent to the initial prior art search. It
‘should cover the invention as described and
~ claimed, including the inventive concepts
toward whlch the claims appear to be directed.
It should not be extended merely to add im-
ma.tenal variants. ~

' 004.01 Analysis of Claims

The breadth of claim of the application
should always be carefully noted; that is, the
Examiner should be fully aware of what the
claim does not call for, as well as what it does
require. For, there is always danger of read-
ing into the claim limitations imported from
the specification or drawing.
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' 904-01(b) quuvalents

claxm mclndes
eﬁmtmn one or more vari-

he search will be recogmzed and
" In each type of sub]ect mamr capable of

 such treatment, (e.g, s machine or other a
_ paratus), the subject matter as defined b
claim may be

etched in order to ¢ early
delineate the limitations of the claim. Two or
more sketches, each of which is 28 divergent

from the particular disclosure as is permitted
by claim recitation, will assist the Examiner in
determining the claim’s actual breadth or scope.
However, an applicant will not be required to
submit sach sketches of claim structure (In re
A lication filed November 16, 1945, 1951
.1; 646 0 G. 5).

' Also, all subject matter that is the patentable
equlvalent of the subject matter as defined in
the claim, even though :Eeclﬁeally dliferent
from the definition m claim, must be
considered.

904.01(e) Analogous Arts

Not only must the art be searched with which
the invention claimed is classifiable, but also all

~analogous arts regardless of where classified.

The determination of when arts are analo-
gous is at times difficult. It depends upon the

'necegsary essential function or utility of the

subject matter covered by the clalms, and not
whatltlscalled. 3
For example, a tea mixer and a concrebe
mixer are for the same art, namely, the mixing
art, this being the necessary function of each.
Similarly a brick cutting machine and a biscuit
cf:uttmg machine have the same necessary
unctlon

904.01(d) Outlining Field of Search
[R-16]

In outlining a field of search the Examiner
should note every class and subclass that may
have material pertinent to the subject matter as
claimed, or that may in the future properly be
claimed in that case. Every subclass Kertment
to each type of invention claimed should be
listed, from the largest combination through
the various subcombinations to the most ele-
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reject a claim drawn to an o
gombinaui:n, (b) that ‘a.f

ds tog::)gg;bu,raen
should therefore
if doubt exists as to

the inclusion of a reference, it is better to err in

2 citing too much art rather than too little.
~ The best reference should always be the one
used. Sometimes the best reference will have a

. publication date less than a year prior to the

of old combination is the citatio : es
showing the subcombinations to have been al-
_ready recognized as having practical and more

general utility, (d) that combination claims
sepa-

can be shown unpatentable by combini
rately classified subcombinational elements
' where reasons can be given for holding ob-

- _ viousness in forming the combination, and (e)

the rejection of a claim on the ground
on, the citation of references show-

, o the ividual utility of the elements may
'  prove that the afs:-:gative structure is
no more than the sum features shown by

that |
£ s

the several elemental patents.

~In each action by an Examiner upon an ap-

_ plication, he makes an initialed endorsement in
ink in the space provided on the left-hand page

subclasses of domestic and foreign patents, and
the publications in which search for references
was made and also the date of the search.
_ In subsequent actions, if further search is
made, notation of the additional field covered
_is also endorsed and initialed on
wrapper. ‘

00402 Selecting Pertinent References
" [R-16]

It is a prerequisite to a speedy and just de-
termination of the issues involved in the exam-
ination of an application that a careful and
exhaustive search be made in the first action. It
is not enough that the claims alone be searched,
especially if thely be broad in their scope; but
the search should, in so far as possible, cover
the entire claimable subject matter in the case.

It thus results that the Examiner finds refer-
ences that, while not needed for treating the
claims before him, wowld be useful for forestall-
ing the possible presentation of claims to other
subject matter disclosed by applicant but
shown to be old by these references.

In selecting the references to be cited the Ex-
aminer should carefully compare the references
with one another and with the applicant’s dis-
closure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary
number. The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may he available,
but only the “best.” (Rule 106.) Multiplying

Rev. 16, Apr. 1968

of the open file wrapper, stating the classes and

the  file

application filing date, hence 1t will be open to
being overcome under i{ﬁle‘lgl. In these cases,

‘if a second reference exists which cannot be so

overcome and which, though inferior, is an ade-
quate basis for rejection, the claims should be
additionally rejected thereon. ‘

In all references, including non-patent, for-
eign patents and domestic patents, the Exam-
iner should study the specification or descrip-
tion as it relates to every feature in the drawing

- which he does not thoroughly understand.

905 Miscellaneous ,
905.01 Photocopy Orders [R-16]

“All orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
inating in the Examining Groups must be au-
thorized by an Examiner having full or partial
signatory authority in the box headed “PRI-
MARY = EXAMINER (Signature)”. The
stamped name of the authorizing Examiner will
be indication of authority for Reproduction
Eﬁmn;:(!ll Handwritten signatures should not

905.02 Soft Copy Orders [R-16]

‘Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the
Examiner for his use. These orders are filled
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
No employees other than those assigned to this
Branch have access to the files of printed
copies of patents. In emergency cases, orders

‘may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whose

approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-
ate filling of said orders. :

Because of the cost of printing copies of
patents economy should be exercised in their
use. No soft copies should, however, be returned
to Patent Copy Sales Branch by Examiners.

905.03 Orders for Patented and Aban-
doned Files

In the examination of an application it is
sometimes necessary to inspect the application
papers of some previously abandoned applica-
tion or granted patent. This is always true in
the case of a reissue application.

Patented and abandoned files may be -ob-
tained in the Record Room snd Abandoned
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__ File Unit respectively, by filling out Charge by regular Office Messenger Service. The file
~ Form (PO-125), and leavin _this Form with 1 be delivered by the same Messenger Serv-
~theclerkin charge. The file should be to the Art Unit indicated on the form or it
_ returned ‘the Examiner has finished with  will be held at the record room only if so re-
it. Where a patented file is needed for the pur-  quested on the Form. T

sa of reissue or interference, this information Patent Copy Sales Branch has charge of the
should be given to the Record Room upon ob-  drawings in patented cases. Canceled sheets
taining the file, and as soon as these mattershave  however, are not retained with the atented
_been disposed of, the file should ' drawings but are filed with the “Abandoned
_the Record Room. . ' Files and Drawings.” E o
When an interference is declared between a ‘
atent and an application and the interference
18 forwarded to the Examiner of Interference,
the clerk in charge of the Record Room should = :
be informed in order that the charge may be Vhe miners’ copies of patents are
changed and the location of the file known at  sent to their respective Art Units to be filed, they
all times. , aa should be routed across the appropriate Ex-
Examiners may expedite service in obtain-  aminers’ desks prior to placement in the shoes.
ing abandoned files and patented files by order-  The assistant Examiners who examined the ap-
ing them by telephone. ; plication should mark in ink on the face of tge
en ordering a patented file from the Rec-  drawings, or the specifications where there are
ord Room, the name of the person ordering the = no drawings, such features as may be deemed
file should appear on the Form PO-125. Itis advantageous in aiding understanding of the
im%ortant that the Patent Number be stated  patentsin future searches.
rather ltlhaﬁl the Sex{-lial Nunlllber of the appliEca- , ‘ ,

‘tion which matured into the patent. An Ex- 905, , ding olica-
aminer ordering a patented file should also place 05 Sl;:r%‘tialefor Pen Applica ,
his Art Unit number on the Form. If the nota- e ; i
tion “HOLD?" is marked on the Form PO=125  Whenever an application file is temporarily
the case will be held at the Record Room and in  removed from the Group or Branch having
the absence of such notation it will be sent to jurisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125 must
the Art Unit indicated. If ordered by phone, completed, and left with the clerk in charge.
the Examiner may alg sear at the record room to Whenever a file is removed from the Group
complete the Form PO-125 and to pick up the  application file rack for use by an examiner as-
file or he may request the delivery of the file by  signed to that Group, but not having jurisdic-
regular Office Messenger Service. If the need  tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-23 should
for the file is not urgent, Examiner time may be  be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

saved by sending a Form P0O-125, completed in All files should be returned promptly to their

the manner indicated above, to the Record Room  proper location. ;
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