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002.03(¢)  Subclass Lists - ~ filing date under 35 U.S.(C.. 102e, see Ex parte
202.03(d) Count ; ‘ \mle(ro, 154 USPQ 52. However, matter can-
o celed from the .1pphc‘atmn file wrapper of a
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908  Classification U7.S. patent may be used as prior art as of the
‘ ' patent date in that it then constitutes prior
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903.07 Classifying and Cross-Referencing at Allow.  under Rule 139,
ance or before Issue Where an abandoned 'Lpp]u,atmn is referred
903.07(a) - Cross-References — Keeping Systenui- to in an issued U.S. patent the disclosure of the
Notes during Prosecution application is incorporated by reference into the
' disclosure of the patent and is available to the

903.07(b) Issuing .in - Another Group Withour
Transfer public. See Rule 14(h).
U03.08  Applications—Assignment and Tr.murer In re Heritage, 1950 (.1 419; 639 0.G. 638
H03.08(a)  New Applications holds that where a patent refers to and relies
upnn the disclosure of a copending abandoned

3.08(h)y  Classification and Assignnient to Examiner
003.080¢)  Tmmmediate Inspection of Amendments '1]7‘]'""'-”’0"- such disclosure is available as a
rererence

903.08(d)  Transfer Procedure
M308(e)  General Regulations Governing Appiica It has also been held that where the refer-
ence patent refers to a copending but aban-

tion Assignment
903.08(f) Patent Classifier's Decision doned applieation which discloses snbject mat-
Pi
ter in common with the patent. the effective

WSO8y Transfer to Another Examining tGroup
date of the reference as to the common subject

sfter Doejsion
P04 How to Search matter is the filing date of the abandoned ap-
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901.03 Pending Applications [R-17]
3 b) pending
ecrecy { Rule
erences. How-
may be rejected
of a copending
tirv.

nventive concept see 804.03. ,
Applications abandoned under Ru

treated as pending applications for limi ed time

ling interferences and ti

~ periods reg 5
application. (See ¢11.

of a continui

of U.

ents are being, or in the past have heen 1ssue .
The date of patenting given on the face of
each copy is the publication date a :
usually cited. The filing date, in most in-
stances also given on the face of the patent, is
ordinarily the effective date as a reference (35

LUSIC102(e)). e e
~ X-Series.  These are the approximately
10,000 patents issued between 1790 and July 4,
1836. They were not originally numbered. but
have been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the
sequence in which they were issued. The num-
ber should not be cited. When copies are or-
dered, the patentee’s name and date of issue
suffice for identification. Copies in stock are
arranged chronologically. .
1836 Series. '

The mechanical, electrical. and
chemical patents issued since 1836 and fre-
quently designated as “utility” patents, are in-
cluded in this series. A citation by number
only is understood to refer to this series. This
series comprises the bulk of all T.S. patents
issued.  Some T1°.S. patents issued in 1861 bear
two numbers but only the larger number should
be cited. o
Reissue Serics. Reissued patents (Section
1401) have heen i ven a separate series of num-
bers preceded by “Re.” In citing, the letters
and the number must be given, e.g., Re 1776.
The date that it is effective as a reference is
the effective date of the original pater: ap-
plication, not the filing date of the reis
application.
A, 1. Series. From 1838 to 1861, patents
rovering an inventor's improvemetit on Lis own
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nd is the one

a foreign patent shoul

from which the mos

90105 (a) Citation Data

stat
atenting certain types
) these patents were
bers. In citing,
mber must be given,

amended to provid
of plants (Chapt
iven a separate series
the letters “P.P." and the
£,PP.13. '
Design

patent speci-
fications in printed form.
there is a delay between the d
grant and the date of (f)ub] cation.

of the patent
Generally,

‘ n the patent.
Citation data pertaining to those countries
witent publications are re-
e following sections.
can be obtained from

ence unless the Examiner h:

ceived are given in
Additional informat
the Scientific Library.

Foreign patent publications that use Arabic
and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi-
cate the date, show in order the day, month, and
vear. Roman numerals always refer to the
month. By L
Japanese patent application publications
show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating
in order the year of the reign of the present
Emperor. the month, and the day. To convert
the .Japane

vear. For example: 40-3-6= March 6, 1965.
Foreign language, alphabetical lists of the
names of the months, and of the names and ab-

breviations for the United States of America o

are shown on the following page. The lists set
forth only selected. commonly encountered
foreign language names, and_do not include
those which are similar to the English language
names and thus easily translatable. '

T nsing the lists, identification of the forcign
language (except for Russian), is not necessary.
The translation into English is ascertained by
alphabetically locating the foreign language
name on the list. ; e

The list of the foreign langnage names and
abbreviations for the United States is useful in
determining whether a foreign language patent
publieation indicates the filing of u similar ap-
plication in the United States.

In some countries,

ited as a refer-

se vear of the Emperor to the West-
ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese -




Alphabettcal Lnst of Selected Forelgn Language Names of

. Gervenea
CZOTW (A
décembre
dicembre
dubna
elokiiu
fe bbrm )

. giugna
~ grudnis
. heinadkuu
~ helmikuu.
- huhtikuu
. Jaopner
janvier
joulukuu
juillet
juin
kesaknuu
kvetna
kwietrnia
““leden
lipca
listopad
h-top¢dfx
“lokakuu
Inglio
hitego
maatiskm
maars?

August .

August
August
April

Mareh

June

July

June

December.

ary
Febmurv .

January

June

December

July
February
April
January
January
December
July

June
June
May

April
January
July

November
~November
QOctober.

July
Febriary
Mareh
March

Months

- Miarz
. marzo
S mei
ottobre

pazdziernika

. prosines

- toukokuu
. ‘unora
~wrzednia
zari

8BIYCT
ATIpeJIE
Aexabpp
RI0Ib
HIOHB
Malt
MapT
BoA0ps"
oRTAGDE
CeBTAOPSD
deBpas
RHBADDL

Uphabetlcal List of Selected Foreign Language Names and

Aay ’

May
May

. ‘,Mav
© Nov omber ,
March

March
March
AMarch
March
May
October
October
December
October
September
August :
August
January
September
January
May
February

- September

September

RUSSIAN

August
April
December

July
June

May
March

~“November
October
September

- February
January

Abbrevnatmns for the United States of America : |

Amerikas Forenta \mt('r ‘

De Forenete Stater.av. Amerika

Etats-Unis d° 5uncrlqlu
Sp.St AL

Spoj. St.Am.,

Spojene Staty Americke
Stany /](‘dllfJfo)n( Amervki

Stati Uniti d’ Amerlc.n ; |
8.U. : j
S U S
S.Z.A.
V.St.A.

V.St.v A

Ver.St.V.Amierika) o

Vercenigde Staten Van Amerika

Vereenigde Staten Van Noord-Amerika
Vereinigten Staaten Von Amerika

Vorenede Stater i Amerika
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Th a indicated in the following table are used in erence. f ritical, it may be
_ the identification of foreign patents and published ap- , e off » date by cheeking
_ plications which are cited as references. The “Suggested ' i ather eolumns. (Sec 901.05(b) )

Citation Date’’ is not alw s the effective date of the , * Ly

Segrested citation date for
esaminers’ use

~eée specification accepted
nigegeben aIn .
rever oerroyéle . (2)
omh . : ‘ B _ : ’
" Octrooi toegekend op ... . (2) : ' openbaar gemaakt op
Breves mis en lecture le .. @ , B % mis en lectare le .00 @)

' (;zéchosiovakia' -
Denmark o

, o , &mw_abetéé: .
her am . - . (2) ' : ) Agsgegebenam ... (2)
Bekanntgemacht am . . . &) s Bekanntgemacht am (
= Cor -

(ot} o ! , , or} e
Auslegeschrift .. . (3) o ' Ansgabe der Auslegeschrift ... (3}
. ' , ey e :

3y : Agsleretag ... {3) e
cation published .. Commpiete specification published . ..
{ Data di concessione . . .- e o/l Srampato nel . .. (before 1960)
{ory i : 1 Y3%A0 to present) ] :
Pes i : L :

tory) |
Concessoil . ..
, fory . .
. o ‘“Rilasciato 1l ..+
Netherlands o D Ultgegeven L. L s Dagtekening ... .
o o Datum van ter g S ; ;
Norway o Offentiigziart - Patent gitt . :
Poland i 7 Udzielono .

| Sweden : Beviijat den ..
Seritzeriand (1) Bre‘Eet enregistré ...

X o i (6r) ... 3 ; L or;
| Versffentiicht-am .. . ! Bre&;et délivré le . ..
(ers. . : (or)

: {or, ‘ : : e
. Pubblicato i . . : Patent eingetragen . . .

{or)
Patent erteilt ..
ifor)
{ Bre»;ecto iseritto ..

Lor " T
. ‘Brevetto registrato . . -
. : i {or)
. ] i . i "Brevetto rilasciato . .-
: Seientific Tibrary'lo .. (stamp) o8 s Y
| Recent patents use; : =

JaTa ony6IAKOBAHNA
OIHCAHEA . . .

TJata onyfaInkcBaBNA
GnOCaBUA L. .

A nnounced in Official Journal; does not appear on patent. i (1) Patent. | ;
o s nniounced in Pateniblatt; does not ?;w onpatent. ' i3) ‘Printed application.
sev s nnounced in Bekanntmachungen, 1068 10t appear on patent. 74} Tdentical data printed in hoth F
sror 3005 NOL npgcar on patent. ‘ : 205y Citation date to he nsed, if sha
(13 Countries which publish in more than one language, . g

y and ‘Swedish,
patent,
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Other Signific

;[R_*_l’]] . .

Oceasionally, the exact date of foreign pat-
enting becomes material. In the case of Aus-
tralia, Austria, East Germany, Great Britain,
India, Ireland, Japan and U.S.S.R., it does not
appear on the printed copies of the patents. If
necessary, this information can be secured from
the Scientific Library. For the e da
of Belgian patents, see the Memorandum of
March 2, 1959, which has been reproduced in 41
J.P.0.S. at page $40. For the effective dates of
Italian patents, zee the Memorandum of October
25, 1960 distributed to all Examiners
lished in 42 J.P.0.S. 795-8. Comme
ing German, French and Belgian pr

_granting patents are found in Ex parte
witz et al., 138 U.S.P.Q
involve anticipation ]

patenting under 35 U.S.C. 102(d).

Some countries issue patents of addition and
they should be identified as such and, when
separately numbered as in France, the number
of the addition patent should be cited.

“Patents of addition” generally cover im-
provements of a patented parent invention and

_can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
__invention. Inventiveness in relation to the par-

901.05 (b)

ent invention need not be demonstrated and the
~ term is governed by the term of the parent

‘patent. . . , ~
- For citation of the number of pages of draw-
ing and specification, see 707.05(e).

Some foreign countries list the references
cited during the prosecution. These, especially
if they are U.S. patents, may be helpful, either
as references of interest to the examiner or to
suggest. an overlooked field of search.

(FERMANY

German allowed applications have been is-
“sued in printed form beginning September 1,
1955. Those printed from this date up to De-
~cember 31, 1956, are captioned “Patentan-
meldung.” They should be cited as “German
printed applications’ and identified by the name
of the applicant, the serial number of the appli-
cation, and the date of publication. The
applications printed after January 1, 1957,
are captioned “Auslegeschrift” and have an
additional number which is larger than 1,000,
000 and which will be the number of the patent,
if issued. This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number. In addi-
tion to the above, data customarily given in cit-
ing foreign patents shonld be used. Printed
applications are listed under *Other Refer
ences™ in the citation thereof,

_ PRIOR ART, CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH

505. This case did not.
it the bar of foreign

901.050;)

ility Models (Gebrauchsmuster)
be used as references as prior patents, but
, prior printed publications since the full
specifications are not printed effective as of
their registration date. When necessary, the
Librarian wiil obtain the complete text of the
specification from the German Patent Office.
A file of such copies is maintained in the Scien-
- tific Taibrary e T e
Netherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
are printed beginning January 1, 1964. They
are captione .‘:bctrooiaanvmge”. They s
be cited as Netherlands applications giving the
number, date of publication, “Datum van ter
inzagelling”™, name of applicant, “Aanvrager™,
and data customarily given in citing foreign
patents.

GRrEAT BrRITaix

Certain British applications had become void
and hence lack a date of acceptance. Neverthe-
less, they were given a number in the patent

series. The date of publication (year only) is
. given following the statement “Printed for His
Majesty's Stationery Office.” and this should
be cited. I e

British specifications prior. to 1916 have
printed in large heavy type at the head of the
first page of the specification a number and
vear, as 1451 A.D. 1912, This, together with
the name, as required by the rules. is always
the proper citation of the patent. The year
given at the head of the specification is either
the vear of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either case it is the official designation of
the patent. ‘

- The year printed on the drawing is not al-
ways the year for correct designation of the
patent.  Where it is not, the correct year is
shown by a small superior number or expo-
nent placed to the right and above the serial
number of the patent, as— :
1910—No. 499"
1912-—-No. 19421

In instances of this kind the patent should be
cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No. 19421 of 1913,

JRANCE

The date of recent French patents to be taken
as the effective date oy a patent for reference
purposes is the dute of the Ofticial Bulletin of
the French Patent Office {Bulletin Officiel de 1a
Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of the patent was annonneed, This date does not
appear on the printed copies of the specifiea-
tions of the patents, The printed copies give the
date the patent was granted (déliveé) and the
mumber of the particnlar issue of the Official

139 Hev, 17, July 1908




e effective date when
patent (rather than as a
' _ date is later) has
; the patent was granted,
rinted copies by the word
established by decisions of
of Patents, and
. ‘a change i
rench Patent Office where
s of granted patents .
to the public until th

. The effective dat
~cussed in Ezx parte Reu
in Ex perte Ap 31,
152 USPQ 70. It should be noted that two dif-
_ferent systems are in operation in Switzerland.

of Swiss patents are
ge, 115 USPQ 5

ences, and the date used for these is the publica-
tion (veroffentlicht, publié, pubblicato) date.

ing, and inventions relating to the non-mechan-
ical treatment of textiles and fibers, applica-
tions are searched and examined in the light
of the prior art and the procedure differs from
~that followed in the other cases; it follows, in
_general, the procedure in Germany as described
in Ez parte Gruschwitz et al.,, 1963 CD 859, 135
USPQ 3505. Patents which have been issued
under the examination system can be recog-
nized from information given in the heading
which refers to the publication of the applica-
tion (the French and German language ap-
plications, Demande publiée and Gesuch be-
kanntgemacht, respectively). As in the (zerman
practice, when & case is found allowable by the
examiner the application is published for oppo-

Rev. 17, July 1968

peal No. 194-38, 1966 CD 31,  [feation.

- 901.06 Non-Patent Publications

~ The majority of patents are issued without
search and examination in the light of refer-

~erences. the date to be cited being the publica-

~of periodicals may be used in their citation

In two fields, inventions relating to time-keep-

>atent issued under
 establish a date

Photocopies of foreign patents can be ordered
by an Examiner for placement in the shoes of a
class in which he examines, if the patents would
be of frequent use in that class (905.01).

1901.05(d) Translation

Examiners may request translﬁibis e

_ Translation Section to assist them orally or with

written translations of any specifications in lan-
guages with which the examiner is not familiar.
(See  901.06(a), Translations—Requests

Translations, and 903.03, Classification of For-

n Patents, below.) Alternative versions of
pecifications, in English or other languages

_ known to the Examiner, can commonly be
~ found. Searches for alternate versions are per-
- formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-

entific Library. As a substitute for translation,
this service materially reduces the apparent
problem posed by a foreign language speci-

Al printed publications may be used as ref-

tion date. Recognized abbreviations of names
(707.05(e)).

There are some publications kept or circu-
lated in every group and each assistant Ex-
aminer should ascertain which are available in
his group and whether or net any of them is
likely to bear on any class assigned to him.

901.06(a) Scientific Library

The technical literature, foreign patents and
services supplied by the Scientific Library are
important to the Kxaminer for two primary
reasons. In the first place, they provide ma-
terial which must be known or searched to de-
termine whether claims of applications are di-
rectly anticipated, and therefore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U7.S.C. 102. In the




br's{)ry handbooks, text ;,
ports and other materials assis
~ question of patentable inv
1103). They enable ti

ther . ]

eneral state ¢
ical literatu

de one set arranged .
r most principal’
order of the classifi-

ry. The date of re-
tamped on the first
 cop. the patent

brary has lly publ;
known as British Abridgments.

classified according to broad subjects.

Foreign P;itent’ Journals

Most foreign countries issue official patent
and trademark journals corresponding to. the
 Official Gazette. Patent journals are shelved .

_under country names in the patent collections,
and with the numerical sets of those countries
Trademark jour-
~nals constitute a separate collection which is
~ presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.

which print their patents.

: Are resentative se on of books publishéd -
_in the United States and Great Britain in the

fields of applied technology is systematically
acquired by the Library. In addition to the
English langnage books, there is a modest se-
lection from French and German literature,

examining

book, may be ord

‘the groups by ‘addressing a memoran-

“to the Librarian over the signature of the

ermanent assignme
are recorded in the

. Technical Periodicals
-er 1,500 technical periodicals are received.
These include publications of man im
scientific and technical societies. The
cludes a number of titles in the design

" feld and in fields of interest tbfn'(m-examming‘

areas of the Office.

‘Most of the periodicals received by the Li-

brary are circulated to examinng groups.

" Once each year the Library sends to each group

% list of all titles currently circulated to them

with request for suggestions for changes. This

systematic procedure does not preclude the re-

_questing of subscriptions for new titles at any
* time, and the Library itself will occasionally

add new titles. The Library is alert to new
_periodical publications and it acquires sample

copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-

_ested with a request for review and recommen-
_ dation. SRS A v -

An important. part of the duties of each Ex-

patent literature pertinent to the class or classes

Rev. 17, July 1968

aminer involves constant inspection of non- - :



18~'§51ﬁed tech- S

ic Energy
h as the Office of
Services Technical

in alphabetica -
e main card catalog, t
ing of bound periodicals
trac It journals.
:_fdl(i?at‘aiog"of Atomic Energy
~ Commission Documents

This catalog is separate from the main card

nal Aeronauticsand
_ catalog and lists unclassified a;xd,,z,dw]as&éied
iy ,’ atio ) "

AIDs TO SEARCHING

Encyclopedic work:
abstracting vehicles w
; -
nun quality. The Lib
welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avaii-
_able or forthcoming aids to searching. In con-
_ ducting library searches, examiners are encour-
~ aged to supplement their own familiarity, skill,
~ and availagi time by assignments to patent aids
~ and by queries addressed to the Circulation and
Reference Section of the Library (Ext. 2500).

“catalog of pateﬁt decisions
by the various
igest of the

~This is a card
made by the Commissioner
- courts. Each card contains a
decision. o
- LiprarY SERVICES

'Foreign Patent Information

 Upen request made to the Circulation and
* Reference Section (Ext.2500) the Library will
~ procure individual typewritten copies of patents
" from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where applicable, the dates of opening
{0 inspection, of issuance and of publication will
be requested of the foreign patent office. The
copy of each patent so acquired is retained in'a
special file in the Stack Serviee Section, and &
photocopy thereof is submitted to the examiner.

~ Carp CaTarocs

‘Main Catalog

“This eard catalog is located in the Reference
Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and ‘Examining Groups except
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-
_mission documents. If an examiner finds that
 the book he desires is not.on the shelf he may
be able to ascertain through the card catalog that
another copy is available elsewhere in the Office.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library, and it is important
that any such material should be sent to the
Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-
loging to assure that it may be recorded for the
benefit of the entire office.
The Library of Congress classification scheme
is used in classifving the hooks, bound periodi-
cals, and documents other than those of the
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in

the Law Library. A printed outline of this

Technical Documents

When technical reports, such as those pub-
lished by 17.S. Government agencies and their
contractors are desired, the Library should be
provided with all necessary identifyving data,
inchnding the report number if available. The
Library will obtain printed copies whenever
they are available but it may sometimes be pos-
sible to obtain only a microfilm or microprint

copy.
141 Rev. 1, Jan. 1964




" The Technical Processes Branch will assist

examiners who wish to build up collections of
~ catalogs or circulars pertinent to their arts, by
~ writing for copies to companies listed under
pertinent subject headings in Thomas’ Register
(I’?f American Manufacturers and MacRae's

luebook. Thomas' Register gives product
classifications, an ‘alphebetical list o ‘trade
names, brands, ete.; international trade section,
boards of trade, and other commercial organi-
zations, leading trade papers: and volume 4 is
an index providing a product finding guide to

that ftgoﬂicul |

through the c;mmﬁa
rlibrary loan as de-

rest the Circulation and Reféféhea :
;1] borrow from other libraries ma-.
able in the Scientific Library.

his service, the Libr‘arB loans

_to other libraries in the District

50 that:océasienally an Examiner. . o

at the item he desires is unavail- '

materials which are

 required for immediate use. To borrow
ks from another library is costly in terms
both time and effort; therefore, it is library

licy not to borrow materials unless strictly

po
pertinent to official use. - Law books cannot be

 another library, and
photocopy of the ]
‘dered immediately

the contents of the first three volumes. Thomas

- Micro-Catalogs, consisting of & film viewing
 machine and a set of catalogs about 2,450
_American ,m@nufacturing firms 1n

e form of «Géneml

~ heets of microfilm, is available in. the Reading

Room (Room 1895) near the 4-volume Thomas

* Register of American Manufactrurers, which

Book is a comprehensive listing of sources of
indnstrial equipment, products and materials,
alphabetically arranged by product headings.
The princi al arrangement :s by subject and
there is n index to advertisers. The Ex-
aminer d be aware of Sweet’s Catalog
Service. an annual publication which consists
nd files of manufacturers’

of six separately bound i facture
catalogs covering architecture, engineering,

process industries, mechanical industries, power
plants and product design. :

' Loan of Books and Other Publications. . e

(Feneral

serves as an index for the file. MacRae’s Blue-

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-

ence Room (1895) may bhe charged out at the
cirenlation desk. Materials should be kept as

briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer .

than two weeks. Since all library materials

are used for reference purposes. none may
taken outside of the Commerce Building. Ex-

aminers may use the Commere Department

Library but may not charge out its hooks.

Rev. 1, Jan. 1964
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‘ate class and subel
should be cited in t
file of duplicate ph
_ences is maintained

aminers in the use of
other resources of the Libra

tion, of grant or sealing, and of
- specified foreign patent applications.

 Procurement of Potents

~ents which are not in the

brary for use by Examiners

aw Courses.

riodical is borrowed from
ted in an office action,a
jon cited should be or-

nd placed in an appro Ti-

his class and subclass
e office Jetter. A separate
otocopies of borrowed refer-
in the Stack Service Section.

-

~ Reference Services

The staff of

the examiners de-
search, and in pro-
rior art searches.

publications which will hel
fine the limits of the field o
viding information for use in
Upon request, it will pro
given subjects. As requested by examiners, it
performs searches in foreign patent journals to
ascertain the dates of opening to public inspec-

The Circulation and Reference Section will
initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-
i ibrary’s collections.
(See 901.06(a), LIBRARY SERVICES—For-
eign Patent In formation, above.)
Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materials

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
sublication or first distribution to the public
of publications for which this information is
required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the examiner.

- The re out on inter-
ry loan may be recalled for the Examiner

‘the Circulation and Reference
Section (Ext. 2500, Room 1895) will assist ex-
i the card catalogs and .
ry, in pointing out

vide bibliographies on

of publication of




his index
made by
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excerpts from books:
Iation Section. Tra
able to Examiners and
indexed by countr;

certified as an
Office.

901.06(h) ,Bq@wed L
- [R-23]

Whenever it is necessary to borr

a letter to this effi
~ Scientific Library.
A PHOTOCOPY SHOULD IMMEDI-
 ATELY BE ORDERED OF THE POR-
TION OF ANY BORROWED BOOK
WHICH IS CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-
TION. SUCH PHOTOCOPY SHOULD BE
PLACED IN AN APPROPRIATE CLASS
AXND SUBCLASS AND SUCH CLASS AND
 SUBCLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE
OFFICE LETTER. See § 707.05(e) for cita-
tion data, e
As the Examiner cm'rently inspects non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or
classes that he examines, he should fill out a
form PO-250 for each item or part ilereof
that is essential in connection with sea: b
his arts. The publication, the partic ular ysges
desired, each class and subclass in whic:, he

s sent to the Librarian,

approved by a Primary Examiner.

possible).

901.06(0) Alien Property Cuétodian
Publications [R-23]

Applications vested in the Alien Property
Custodian during World War IT were prih-
lished in (943 even though they had not
Lecome patents,

Hev, 23, Jan. 1970 ; 144

] 901 .06(d )  Abstracts,

] reference
material from other libraries including the
“main Commerce library, for official use. or to
obtain catalogues, bulletins or other literature, |

 Defensive Publications (the O.G.
_ publication and search copy) are Patent Office
publications of a provisionally abandoned ap-

desires a copy and the other information on
the order form shonld be given .m(l the order

The order should be sent to the I)fx‘ument ,
Services Branch with the puhlu.mnn (where

ted pub ,
on w hwh is prmtzed on each*;

shed apphcat
numemcalh m bmmd volumes.

_and Defensive Publications
[R-23]

__Abstracts and Abbreviatures are Patent Of-
fice publications of abandoned applications.
defensive

plication wherein the applicant retains his
rights to an interference for a limited time
period of five years from the earliest effective
U.S. filing date. See §§ 711.06 and 711.06(a).
Distinct numbers are assigned to all Defen-
sive Publications published after December 16,
1969, for example.
T £69 (1)
L Number series, 001-999 available
monthly,
0.G. volume number,
Document category, T for Tech-
- ‘nical disclosure.
Defensive Publications are included in sub-
class lists and subscription orders. The distinct
numbers are used for all official refereme and :
document copy requirements. ~
A conversion table from the app]xcatlon
serial number to the distinct number for all
Defensive Publications published before De-
(ember 16, 1960 appears at 869 O.G. 68(

901.07 Arrangement of Art in Examin-
ing Groups *

In the Groups the U.S. patents are arranged
in shoes bearing appropriate labels, each show-
ing the class, sub-class, and usua]i} the lowest
and highest nunibered ]mtents put in the respec-
tive shoe. The patents should be arranged in
smmerical order,

Some U.S. copies are marked “Cross Ref-
erence,” These are patents which are classified

Abbreviatures k




(opxes which ne le

art in which they

carded <
_Copies of fore

,'patent ,
shoes ~epamte nd immediately following
a

the ['

untry.
or photocoples

disclosures for

h Examining Group
imes be mplete.
, the Examiners using such file
pon their com pleteness may
v aluable references. References remov

Where they

and up-to date ;
are issued, the old s; eets

and the new sheets

tept it

and are prefemblv .urange& |

_There are over 3 )

ject mattel .md be
series of class num ‘some numbers of the
series are blank and not presently assxgned to
any class). Each class is subdivided into a
\ber of subclasses with each subclass bear-
itle descriptive of its subject matter and

ntified by a subelass number whlcl in '

A complete identification of a subclass requires
both the class and subclass
number appearing first and th

~ ber second, e.g., “103—-16

ing parts:

Subclass 161. ' -
The Manual of (‘hsmﬁcatlon ‘has the follo ,

A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.
Classes Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-

. ulation of classes, in which the classes are &r-

 the files whether for use in the Group or other-
wise should, of course, be prompt’ly returned :

901 09 Mlssmg Coples-—Replacement
[R-23]

When the orlgmal copx of a reference is
missing from the Examiners files, a soft copy
should be substituted at once and marked—
“Keep until original is found.” When it defi-
nitely appears ‘that the original is lost, the
Documentation Division should be notlhed and
requested to supplg a mounted copy. - When re-
ceived, this is substituted for the soft copy.
If the orlgmal copy is subsequently found, the
substitute copy s rould be removed from the
file and dlscarded

of U. S Patents
[R-

'Manualk of Classification
23]

The Manual of Classification is published in
loose-leaf form, and supplementary sheets con-
taining changes are issued from time to time
to replace the original sheets.

All manual changes are effected by a series
of Classification Orders each of which is cur-

902.01

- ranged in three major subjec® groups, with the

 classes listed under each group by relationship
“of subject matter.
- purpose of assisting the user in finding the

This tabnlaf‘on 1s for the

main class perfment to his search.
Closses Arranged by Examining G (”)oups
Classes Listed Alphabetivally by title.
Classes Listed Numerically with titles.
Subecluss Schedildes. Co

ing first in numerical sequence of class num-
bers, and then the de-m'n classes in numerical
sequence of design ('hss numbers, - Design
class alphabetical sequence by class names cor-
responds_to numerical sequence. Thls is not
true of the utility classes. i

- Alphabetical  Index. Words ‘md phrases’

" (frequently called titlesj identifying various
‘characters of patentable subjects arranged in

902 Ofﬁcml Pubhcatmns and Indlces :

145

alphabetical order, with the citation of a class
or both class and subclass in which sub]ect
matter ldentlﬁod by the ntle will be found

902.02 Deﬁnitions [R-23]

All of the utility classes (i.e., classes devoted
to technology) except a few unrevised classes
have definitions. None of the design classes
has definitions.

Such definitions state the subject matter that
is found in each defined class and subeclass

Rev. 23, Jan. 1970

Sﬂete subelass sdxed-" L
ules for each class, the utility classes appear-



rch Room. Additi
incorporating
' 1ssued from time to

902.02(a) Search Notes

~The definitions have search nots
thereof; namely, notes giving inform
re subject matter rehted to the class

nd (such notes appearing after the class

definition), and also notes as to where subject
matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
(appearing after the subclass  definition).
These not egmtended to mdxcate both the

uld be regarded as suggestne of addmonal
\ﬁelds of search, but ‘not as limiting the %earclx :

Search Cards [R-23]

In one shoé of each defined subelass .in bothf

the ‘Examining Group and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the definition

of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902 03 U S Patent Classxﬁcatmn In-k

[R-23]

A 'mmher of indices of U.S. patents areayv ‘u]-
able and may be used to obtain (hssiﬁcatmn
data of U.S. patents. :

d;ces

902.03(a) Numerieal [R-23]

A numerical index of domestic patents giv-
ing their present original classification is n
card files in the Public Search Room and in
ledger books in the Domlmentatmn .Sem ice
_ Branch.
A numerically arranged punrhed card mdex
of both original and officially cross-referenced
domestic patents is on file in the Machine Tab-
ulating Branch of the \clmlmstl.ltno Services
Division.
In each of the above, there is a separate in-
dex for each series. X. 1536, A1, Re, PI> and D.
For the present original classification, call Fxt,
3951, For official cross references of a given
patent, call Ext. 3180.
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- maintained a subelass “count,”
~ ber of T.S. patents onwumlly c asa ed in each
" class and subclass, and a corresponding “oount

(Form
r 1,987,-

,nts, and contammg the
original classification and cross- -references or-
dered at time of ,;ssug are on file in the Docu-

“ards representing all US patents, arranged
y class and subclass, are available in punched
rd form in the \Iachme Tabulating Branch
;f ‘the Administrative Services Division.
Tabulated lists for each subelass can be ob-
tained, one list for originals and one list for
Cross- referenr'e anrl pubhshed .lb‘;ir‘lch of U.S q
apphc'mons ‘

002.03(d) Count [R-23]

In the Documentation Ser\ace Branch, is
the num-

for cro&-mferenced U.S patents

‘ 902 04 Classification Orders and Bul-

[R-23]

' Classiﬁcatlon Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in the classification
that have been made officially, including every

letins

tion or in the definition books. E
Copies are distributed to all mmmmma '~
Groups for immediate use. :

Fach order, except for those portions per-
taining to the amendment of existing defini-
tions, is subcequently printed in the Oﬁicaal
{(znzeite.

These ov'dnn are from fime to nme mlief'ted
and issued 'as a Classification Bulletin. As
class schedules and definitions are extensively
amended to take care of developments subse-
quent to original classification, they are re ub-
;hhed in amended form m C]:msxf‘mtlon ul
etins :

903 Classification I
903.01 Statutory Authority [R—-23]

The statutory authority for estabhshmg and
maintaining a classification is given in the fol-
lowing statute. which states:

35 U'.S.C. 9. Classification of patcnts. The Com-
missioner may revise and maintain the classification

change to be made in the Manual of C la%lﬂ S :




ac«nracy the noveit
s for patent are

Patent Office, the princip]es'fdl]owed and the
reasons why such prmcxples were adopted are
U

the buslc tool of every qumn ér (llh booklet,
particularly as it relates to the present classifi-
ation sy stem, should be (‘arefull) stud ,

L , 1f made in accordance with the plan’
of classifieation, co

for procedure for ordermg patent cople‘ for
use as unofficial cross-references.
Examiners establishing unofficial subclasses
- or digests should consult the Patent Classifier
having jurisdiction of the class to the end that,
when the work is comp]eted 1tkcan be deﬁned
and made Otﬁcml .

903.02 (a) New and Rev:sed Classes
[R-23]

The establishment of new classes or sub-
classes and the revision of old classes are done
under the supervision of a Patent Classifier.

The Classifier performing the reclassification
secures a set of patent (()ples of the present clas-
slﬁuatlm], by either ordering soft copies or hor-
rowing the Public Search Room copiea With
these copies, by study and successive groupings.
he develops an arrangement of the patents
which is satisfactory fer searching.
"The lines m'xrkm;_r the confines of the new or
revised class and its subelasses are determined,
and appropriate definitions drawn. Then the -
Examiner’s and the Publie Search Room’s
copies of the patents incinded in the new' class
are collected, arranged and stamped mnfonn-
ably to the new classification. Official cross
references are also prepared and appropriately
stamped.

The patents comprised in the new class are
entered upon the numerieal and subelass in-
dices.

147

_or classes to be include

,“ out below :

k]ect Matter.

fxumm«r the macline.
ing ('ombn\ed feature adds nothmo- to the baclc

fchar'u*ter of the machine.

to correct the
lassification are pubhshed
asses and spb-

mentary sheets necessa
leaf Manual

smg any classification system. it is nec-
to analyze the organization of the class
in the search.

The initial analysis should determine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-
ter (manufacture, art, apparatus or starting
material) are umtamed m the class bemg
considered.

Further relative to each tvpe of subject mat-

. ter, it is necessary to consider each of the

various. (‘ombnntlonq and subcombm'ltlons set

Feature Combined with Basic Subject Mat-
ter for Some Added Purpose. The ac{ded pur-
pose is in excess of the scope of the subject
matter for the class, as defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added function of eepamtmg

‘the crushed stone.

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-

Features may be added to the
basic subject matter which do not chang the
character thereof, but do perfect it for its in-
tended purpose, e.z., an overload release means
tends to perfect a stone crusher by providing
means to stop it on overload and thus prevent
However. this perfect-

Basic Subject Matter. The cumbm‘ltio'n of
features necessary and essential to the funda-
mental character “of the sul)]ect matter treated,
e.Z. 4 stone crusher requires o minimum num-
ber of features as essentinl hefore it can fune-
tion as such,

Subcombiritiians Npeciidized to Besic Sub-
ject Matter. Each type of basic subject matter
may have subcombinations speciahzed to use
therewlth e.g., the (rusmg element of a stone

“erusher.

Nubecombinaiions of General tility. Each
type of basic subject matter mayv have sub-
combinations which have utility with other
and different types of subject matter, e.g., the
machine elements of a stone crusher.  Subcom-
binations of this character usually are provided
for in some general class so that the Examiner
should determine in each mstance where they
are classified,

Rev. 23, Jan. 1970




2’s record of “Other” time

‘are so stamped and recorded. the
pies are retained in the re-

by country and ed 1n the fter

Library or photocopies ord en a for hic cop
eign patent is not properly cla . speetive classes in the Groups and no changes
Group to which the Library sent it, U - in the classification or the arrangement of the
 the G , _ copies are permitted except as set out in

_will not reflect any changes in cl sxﬁcaf'ion
suance of the patent. \

ofUS Patents .

S wrapper of the application at time o

iter forwards to the Exam-
11 United Kingdom, French,
panese and Soviet Union

ansfer of official copies of U.S. patents,

either original or cross-reference, from one
class or subelass to another requires the ap-.

proval of a Classifier. L .
Examiners must submit to the Documenta- -

cumentation requi
tion Division all questions of transfer of =

‘ooperation Treaty. = b

Unnecessary duplicates should be destroyed. -
 When a partial translation esired, return  patents. . e e
" the patent to the Translation ection, Scien- ~When_an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
tific Lib with the word e’ or “C]ai,m”” cial coples of domestic patents to a different
or other specific portion indicated thereon. class or subclass, he should have a memoran-
The Library invites Examine _confronted d‘um list pre})ared for signature of the Primary

with language problems in classifying foreign- Examiner of the numbers of all patents which
language patents to call upon jts translators for  are to. be transferred indicating only the class

~_ oral language assistance to be provided at the . and subelass mto which ea‘chns;tqi}:e placed.
_ Examiners’ desks. Examiners are accordingly Both originals and properly identified official
 encouraged to request this help by contacting cross-references may be included in the same
the Translation Section by phone. Examiners list and these ! involve transfers to or fron: .
_are privileged to ask for specific translators if Y number of diflerent classes or subCiasses.
 they so desire. R R Additional cross-reference copies of any listed
Foreign patents should be classified within 'I?lt ent may als )‘}')e\;re(}uested. This list with the
two weeks after receipt from the Library. = ~TAMACT 2 Lopivs - O fhe patents i 'm‘ntpd
s b % Yoo through any other Gronp involved for its
Time spent in classifying foreign patents 18 jrompt approval or comment and is forwarded

to the Documentation Division. ' '

allowed in computing an Kxaminer's output,

The method used in classifying foreign patents In those instances where a transfer is ap-
and the assignment of such work among the  proved by a Patent Classifier, the class and sub-
Examiners of the Group are left to the Super- class designations on both the Examiner and
visory Primary Examiners. ‘The hours spent by~ Publie Search . Room copies of the patents are

each Examiner on this work are noted on the changed and the numerical patent index and
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R ART, CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH

~ subclass lists are altered to agree with the new

classification. When the transfer is not ap-

_proved, the copies of the patents will be re-

notification thereof. ,
d transfers render the subclasses
Search Room no longer dupli-
ose in Examiners’ rooms, and
also render incorrect the official numerical index

turned with

‘ and subclass lists.

374-494 0703 149

_ Public Search Roo
__ than a patent co;
the identificati

- 903.05

When it becomes necessary in the course of a

transfer to remove copies from the files in the

a dummy a little longer

1s substituted therefor, and

data of the patents with-
drawn are written thereon. . .

The procedure for transferring an entire =

class or subclass from one Group to another
1s given in the Manual of Clerical Operatic

Rev. 23, Jan. 1970



'btalmng ficial cross- reference copma of
Tnited States patents.

paxent mdxcam .

it is thought
e cross-referenced.
ened mode of ordering a Cross-
, 3  a soft co
t

here it will be promptly inspected, the neces-

nd the soft copy returned

903 06(a) Dlscovery of New Cross-
References [R—23] '

if they con-

erl 'clas.ulﬁable in an official

d be given the status of offi-
‘accordance with § 903 06.

subclass, the:
cial crossd‘e‘

[R-23]

uty of each Pmmary Examiner to
person.l y review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-
plication Hassed for issue and to print his full
nameont
that this review has been made.

ncing at Allowance

Both the blue issue classification th (PO-

270) and the file wrapy provide spaces for the
full names of the “Assistant P.xammer ‘and
“Primary Examiner.”

who acts on an application himself and sends it

issue slip and stamp and initial the file wrapper
only in the “Primary Examiner” space, A line
shou]d be drawn through the *Assistant Exam-
iner” spaces on both the blue issue slip and the
file wrapper to make it clear that the absence of
an initial or signature in the box was not an
oversight.

The initial classification of pc-ndmg applica-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been
idicated in pem il by the Supervisory Primary
Examiner. See § 903.08(h).

- cial Gazette.
e blue issue classification shp to show

cand s
ette anch mH be wreatlv aided. Qee also

§1302.10,
An Examiner with full signatory authority

to issue should write his full name on the blue

i tion

151

] ;:oﬁcml clmlﬁcatlon should’
be left on the file and drawing of each appli-
cation when passed for issue. Unofficial sub
classes (not established by classification order)

should not be indicated on the file wrapper or’ _

drawin
“he I%mmmer ﬁlls out a blue issue class1ﬁca- ,
p (PO-270) or a saimon siip (P0O-328)
in the case of designs to indicate the class and
ubclass in which tﬁe _patent should be classified

_and also the classes in which it should appear

as a cross reference, Unofficial subclasses should |
not be indicated on the blue slip, neither as
inal: nor as cross-reference. - The Exammer ~'
should be certain that all subclasses into which
he places cross-references are still in existence.
The Examiner attaches the blue issue classifica-
tion slip to the inside of the left fold of the file
wrapper to be forwarded to the Issue and Gaz-
ette Branch.

The Examiner also enters the classification

_ appearing on the issue classification slip in the

space provided on the front of the file and in the
space provided in the atamme at the left mar-
gin of the drawing. Care should be exercised to
see that all three entries of the classification are
correct and in agreement, partlcularly after
any alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
patent will be printed wit
sification or improperly poqtloned in the Offi-

All Examiners are reque:ted to fill in the
class and subclass on the drawings in large

numerals using as much of the space provided
as feasible. In this way the filing of drawings -
1b-equent retrieval by the Issue and Gaz-

Rx- SUBMISSION

The mxgm.ﬂ (lass:h.mmn zxsaxgmuuxt of an
application may have involved a “borderline™

sttuation. The file wmppel of such an applica-
will be stamped “RESUB\H TO
CLASSIFICATION DIV, ———, ete.” , the

stamp appearing below the Interference Search
hox. A “Special” tag should be attached to the
file when resubmitted. Note that there should
be no resubmission if there is, at the time of
allowance, no longer any donbt or dispute about
the proper classification.

In the case of oversized putents, where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent

Rev. 23, Jan. 1970
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MANUAL OF PAW'W PROCE

to issue, the Documenta-
the necessary changes on

biue slip, and drawing, if any.

he Examining Group is notified

S0 that the Serml Reglster card may be simi-
larly changed , ~

Prosecunon [R—23]

Throughout the examination of the case,
systematic notes should be kept as to cross-
references needed either due to claimed or un-
claimed disclosure. Examiners handling related
eub]ect matter should be consulted during

hether they handle larger un-
inations or ciaimed or unclaimed,

, subcombinations), and asked lf !

s are needed. A cross-reference

, ded for all CLAIMED dis-
closure where possible and inserted on the blue
r.ssue c]asmﬁcatzon slip at time of issue.

Iesuing in Another Exam-
ining Group Without
_ Transfer [R-23]

| 903.07(b)

~ When an Examiner issues a prospective pat-
ent in another Examining Group, he notes
in the space provided on the blue issue classifi- -

cation slip, in red ink, the class and subclass of
the other Group, and in parenthests the number
of said other. Group. (The initials of said other

Primary Examiner must also appear in said

space.) In the lower left corner, the Examiner

writes his own Gmnp number in black ink.

(When the patent issues, the Documentation

Division will, as a matter of routine, send the

necessary notices to the (GGroup involved.)
The sending of cases to issue from one Group

and assigning them to classes in another Group

is restricted to those situations where both Ex-
aminers concur in the proposed classification of
the patent, which must be shown by the con-

Rev. 23, Jan, 1970

_ tion slip, o
Patent C,‘]

Division of the forwardmg Group.

~and notifying Application Branch and other

~charge and notification form.

~ Art Unit and assigning and processing should

Gﬂ!‘l‘l

assxﬁer,

y
apnhcatnon submitted to them, ‘

to -accept a ,
properly classxﬁable ina

that they believe .
) nthelr,A' L .

ned to the various
t‘,_mstance by the

ations
ications are assig
Groups in the f

ranch.
ving an apphcatxon from the Ap-

: phcatlon Branch and before making any entry

on the Serial Register or Docket record cards,
each Supervisory Primary Examiner will
forthwith decitde whether 1t has been _properly
assigned to his Art Unit.

If the Supervisory anary Exammer de-

_cides that the application (f»roperly belongs in
 his Art Unit, it is processe

as a new receipt.
When a new application is received which,
in the opinion of the Primary Examiner, does
not belong to his Group, he may request trans-
fer {o another. Group.
Requests for transfer of new and/ or amended
applications from one Examinin, Group to an-
other are made directly to the umentatlon

The Documentation Division is re3p01151b]e L
for assigning the apphcatwn, forwarding 1t
directly for examination to the assigned Group,

areas involved. Form PO-447, formerly used as
a transfer inquiry, has been revised as a “Trans-
fer Request”. This form now consists of five
copies and is used as a transmittal, Group.

The matter of determmmg the approprmu-

he accomplished within two working days of
receipt of the appluatlon in any particular
area,

For transfer pr-)redure see § 903.08(d).

If the search in connection w ith the first ac-
tion develops urt showing proper classification
elsewhere, the transfer is initinted after a re-
sponse is re('u‘ed from applicant,




| PRIOR ART, CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH . 903.08(d)

BoRrDERLINE, CLASS CATION swn to transfer or reassign the application b ¥

. o completing the transfer request form PO-447.
~ The c]mxﬁcatlon assignment of an applica. In the space provided on the form at least one
tion to the proper Ex G : , must be included :
when there is submi: 1 assignment b {1) Ind ion of the controlling c]mm
the Office of Documentatmn, en involves a examinable in another Group.
borderline situation. Classifiers in the Office of  (2) Identification of any existing informal
Documentation, when assigning such border- ~ transfer agreement.
line cases, will stamp the file wrapper directly (3) Other reasons—with full explanatzon
_, aml box when it 1s Where known the Examiner should also in-
, ude the Group(s) or Art Unit(s), class, sub-
: ass, ete, where he believes the application may
on allowance. The stamp will indicate which  pe examinable.
Documentation Division will reconslder the If an application is believed to belong to an-
ase on a “Special” basis,  , | ; other Group, and where desired or considered
. feasible, it may be hand-carried with a form
08(b) Classlﬁcatlon and Asslgn- PO—447, Request for Transfer. directly to the
: ment to Examlner [R-  appro mate xaminer in the other Group for
21] , _ possible acceptance. If the receiving Examiner

~ agrees to accept the application, he initials the
Every application, new or 'unended and in-  form PO-447 and the face of the file wrapper
cluding the drawings, if any, when first as- _in the presence of the forwarding Examiner.
signed to a Group must be classified and as-  The entire application is then forwarded to
signed to an Examiner for examination, _ the appropriate Documentation Division by
The Supervisory Primary Examiner assigns the forwarding Group. The Documentation
them notmg in lead pencil in the space pro- - ‘Division Clerks are aut iorized to automatically
vided on the face of the file and in the upper effect the transfer in such cases without con-
left hand corner of the drawing (first sheet), sulting the Classifier. Examiners should not
the class and subclass to which the case pertains, send such cases through the mail to, or leave
and also the name or initials of the Examiner  the application in, the other Group for any rea-
son, be it for further consideration or for the

or the assigned docket desngn.ntlon The a plx- 1
cation file is then turned over to the (‘lerk for absence of the other Examiner. e
The question or need for a restriction re-

yrocessin
t 2 quirement does not enter into the determination

. : . of transfer.
903.08(c) E*mme((lllate Inepection of The Group Clerk retains part PO-447d in
mendments ' the Serial Register Card File. and forwards the

complete .ipphc.ntmn with drawings, if any.

Upon the receipt of an amendment which
makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken
promptly in accordance ‘with the transfer pro-
cedure outlined i in Sec. 903.08(d).

903.08(d) Transfer Pmcedure

the rest of the PO-447 form directly to the Doe-
umentation Division. Upon transfer, the Doc-
~umentation Clerk notifies the Group on PO-
447 (e). Applications {new or amended) alveady
on an Examiner's docket are submitted to the
Dorumenhtmn Division in the same way, ex-
Traxserrs BErwees Awr U \l'rs “rl,”“\ e “ept that the Group Clerk writes the status of
, Samg Grove '~ the case on the form PO-47 before forwarding.
T - In the situation where the Documentation Di-
New applications from App]lmtmn Branch  vision returns the application to the forwarding
should be assigned by the Supervisory Primary  Group for examination, the Group Clerk dis-
Examiners within 48 hours of receipt. W here  cards the PO—447(d) from the Serial Reg:stol
there is a difference of opinion among the Su-  Card File and returns the cuase to the Supervi-
pervisory Primary Examiners as to assign-  sory Primary Examiner with PO~447(c) from
ment. within the sume Group, the matter is the Classifier attached.
submitted to the Group Director for resolution.

,tR-f |

Procenvre 1IN THE DocuMeNTATIoN Division

TraNsFERS BETWERN DIFFERENT GROUPS
The Classifier may assign the application in
Wihere a Supervisory Primary Examiner be-  aceordance  with the forwarding Examiner’s
lieves an application “does not belong in his  recommendations or, when this is not appropri-
. Group, he can request his Docimentation Divi-  ate, to some other Gmup e writes the assigned
153 Rev. 23, Jan. 1970
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class and Group Art Unit numbers and his ini-
tials on the face of the file wrapper and on PO-
447, briefly is reasons in the space pro-
vided on the for . . '
Where the ch:
applicatio o
another

WeT [0e jurisuitddo:n of
mentation Division, the Classifier

Division. .
As heretofore, under certain circumstances a
- Classifier may, contrary to controlling classifi-
cation rules. assign an application to a class or
Group which in his judgment is better equipped
to examine the application. This is fully
described in paragraph 6 and 9 of § 903.08(e) :
see also the last paragraph of §903.08(a}.
Assignment by the (lassifier becomes final, and
no transfer should be accepted without the
(lassifier’s initials on the face of the file
wrapper. S ,
: - RECONSIDERATIONS

- The Supervisory Primary Examiner of the
Group to which an application is transferred
may request reconsideration, if he believes the
 (lassifier’'s assignment is in error, by briefly
stating his reasons on a new form PO-#47 and
_sending it with the application to his Docu-
mentation Division. Only one such request will
. be accepted. The Classifier having jurisdiction
of the class in which the application is assigned
considers the matter and writes his decision on
PO-447. However, reconsideration may not be
requested by a forwarding Group when an
application is returned by a Classifier for
examination. :

General Regulations Gov-
erning the Assignment of
Applications for Examina-
tion [R-21]

The fact should be borne in mind that the
following regulations are only general guides.
and exceptions frequently arise because of some
unusual condition. The fact should also be
kept in view that the Patent Classifiers as well
as the Patent Examiners are confronted with
an already existing classification, made np
of newly revised classes, those revised years
ago and which have somewhat outgrown their
definitions and limits, and still others made a
generation ago and never changed. Also, these
classes are based on different theories and
plans, some on art, some on structure, some on
functions, some on the material worked upon,
and some apparently, on no theory or plan at
all. The Patent Classifiers cannot change this
existing condition ax each applieation comes

903.08(e)
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results in assignment of an.

‘and signature on PO-
1e other Documentation

- far as possible, the
ing the classification of patents. (Seethe book-
et Development and

up for a but must seek to dovetail
the cases in patchwork and try to get
the pgrications where they will be best han-
. To do this often violates the Patent Clas-
i as to what constitutes a really
; fication. 7

1. The assignment of applications follows, as
lﬂ: the rules or principles govern-

e of Patent Classifica-
tion Systems.) - ‘

2. The most comprehensive claim, that is the
claim to the most ex: . combination, gov-
erns, and this is true whether there is only one
such claim and a large number of other claims,
or whether the sets of claims are more evenly
divided. It is regarded as just as vital that one
complex claim be searched and adjudicated by
an Examiner skilled in the art as that a group
of such claims be so searched and adjudicated.
3. The'claims and statement of invention are

generally taken as they read, since

of a Patent Classifier to go be

and decide the case upon what is deemed the
“real invention” would, it is believed, introduce
more errors than such action would cure. The
Patent Classifiers cannot possess the specific
knowledge of the state of tRe art in ali the
classes that the Patent Examiners ccllectively
possess. Further, such questions are matters
of merit for the Examiners to determine and
are often open to argument and are subject for
appeal. : : : e

4. The location of the U.S. patents consti-
tuting the prior art is generally controlling
over all else.  (Note: Where time permits, ob-
vious misplacements of the patents constituting
the prior art are corrected. but to straighten all
lines as the cases come up for assignment would
reqnire the time of several men and would often
involve a reclassification of an entire class.)

5. Ordinarily an application cannot be as-
signed to a class which includes one element or
part only of several claimed in combination.
The claim is treated in its entirety. The ques-
tion of aggregation is not reviewed by the Pat-
ent Classifiers. o , ,

6. The Patent Clazsifiers are authorized in
41l cases, 'where they evaluate the facts as war-
ranting it, to assign applications for examina-
tion to the Group best able to examine the same,
Since assignment for examination on this basis

~will at times be contrary to classification of

patents containing the same character of

claims, the Patent Classifiers will indicate the

154

proper classification of the patent, if such claims
are allowed. '

Thus in cases where there is a claim drawn to
hybrid or mixed subject matter and the Super-
visory Primary Exaniiuer in one discipline




plication to
assign the fapphcatlon on a ‘bwt,
ba is, in aceord h h’s sut
thus ed mclude:*;
(ontdmmg ;
for instance, a product
,\r produe

(1)' n application

(2) 'Where an applicat
to a mechanical or elec s
least one claim to mixed bject matter. a part
of which is chemical, the application may be
assighed to the Approprmte '
for examination: or where _application is
properly assigned to a mechanical class and a
claim therein contains electrical subject matter,
the application may be assigned to the a
prnto electrical Art Unit for examin
As indicated earlier,
which had been assigned f
cordance with this subsection
lowed, it ,
_troling claim. In effect
nation may be on a “best examinable” basis, but
the patent will issue and be classified according
to the rules of superiority in classification ; thus,

the search file will have a constant set of rules

gov rning placement of pitents therein.
‘Where an applieation is being reassigned
from one examining discipline to another, under
the provisions of this subsection, the Patent
Classifiers are authorized to require the first
Examiner to cite references pertinent to the
claimed features falling nnder the jurisdiction
“of the art within his discipline. In those cases
wherein the application of the reference(s) is
not evident or clear, the first Examiner should
include a brief statement explaining the lela—
tion and’ poasn!)le '1pph(-atmn of the reference(s)
to the claim(s) : in case of dispute as to the ne-
cessity of this pmcedure the Patent. Classifier
- lms power o require the statement,
. When an application has heen taken up

to restrict is. found necessary, a part of the

the (Giroup where the case is heing examined, an
action requiring restriction should be ma,do
“without seeking a transfer of the case to another
Giroup. The action of the applicant in response
to the requirement for restriction may result
in making a transfer of the application
nnnecessary.

_rule or principle is involved.
 placed where, in the judgment of the
Classifiers they will be best searched

,ica] Art. Unit

the way the
o nvo]ved JS

903 08( f) Patent Classnﬁer s Declsmn ,

ssignment for exami-

1903.08(g)

w hich mbmltwd it for classifieation, no further

' by an anmmer for action and a’ requu“ement :

claims being directed to matter classifiable in

154.1

993.% :

wlwm all the claims of an Ec -
icle made of a specit .

(,)’rdmarll
plication are for an

~ compesition or alloy with no other characteris-

tic of the article recited, the application will be
, *\sqtgned to the composition or alloy class. ‘
9. A class of cases exists in which either no
art or & divided art is found and in which ne
(Such cases are

dicated. 1t is often impossible to so explaina .

decision in this class of cases as to satisfy, or in

any way aid, the Examiners interested. In-

deed, the reasons for or against sending such
ses one place or another may be so evenly bal-

~ anced that no reason of any value can be given.

10. An Examiner seeking the transfer of a
case mayv make a search, both of his own class
and the c]ass to which he thml\sthe case should
' ‘in charge of

1t of such

n. This is

search tb‘.; \ ! : )
know]edge of the Examiners

[R-23]

AC ia%xﬁer mna Documentatlon Division de- o
cides the question of the proper classification
of the application, and either (1) returns the
application to the Group which submitted it if
he denied the transfer request, or (2) forwards
the a fpphcal:xon to the ?}roup to wlu(-h it is
transferred

Transfer to Ancther Ex-
amining  Group After ;
Decision [R—ZB] :

e ap >h<=atlou is to remain in the (rmupj

o

srocedure is necessary, If acsagned to another
iroup, the Documentatmn Division processes
the case as described in the \Ianual of Clerical
Procedures. ‘

If the rase is one which had been taken up for
action by an Examiner according to its effective
filing date, it should be treated as special by any
Examiner, Art Unit, or Group to which it is

ﬂtransfprred. See. § TORO1.

903.09 International Classification of
' Patents for Inventions [R-
23] ' "

The Conneil of Enrope and the International
Bureau for the Protection of Industrial Prop-
erty (BIRPlj, have promulgated an Interna-
tional Classification of Patents for inventions

Rev. 23, Jan. 1970



" EXAMINING PROCEDURE

}T{abbmmmd “‘ 1.7). The full Int. CI. des-  Class . |
ation must ,be laced n,ihe indicated space ection is divided into ‘

ip (form PO- re designated by a two digit
umber ollowmg the sectlon desngnatwn
Example:
Agncultnre Forestry ,Amma] Hus-
ndry; Hunting; Trapping; Fish-
. . ~ jng ,

An overa.ll pxcture of the Intern tlonal - Subclass (Correspondmg to U (‘Iass)
‘Classﬁi : :Syst;em breakdo Is as. follows Each class is divided into subcl‘\sses w hlch
: ' are dealg'nated by a lower case letter. ’

Example: o
, A01b—Soil working in agricu]ture or
Sug(;l(ﬁ; \ : ‘ o - forestry L
‘Subgroup . "Grcmp (Gorrespondmg to l Mamhne hub-
Thls can be gra.phxcallv 1llus.tra.ted thus: . class)
~ Each subelass is - dl\'nded into units 1eferred
‘Section Class : Subcla.ss to as groups which are identified by a number
X .. to the left of a dlagonal slash and 00 to the
A01b 21/16 right thereof. o
' N Example:
Group  Subgroup A01b 1/00 Hand tools

'Scctwn——Subsertwn  Subgroups (Correspondmg to U.S. Indented
G The International Classxﬁcatxon is dividled  Subelasses)

_ into the following main sections bearing capital Groups may be divided into subgr ouf)s which
letters A through H, 3nd then, into subsections  ,re designated by a number to the right of the
(unthout any demgmatmg boly: diagonal slash.

Husmgn neces 5 . <xample:
u sectu : 2 , A0l 1 02— d 1 Is
. odstuﬁs and toba.cco‘ /02 5paces; shovels
and dom&;tlc e ( LASSTFYING IN THE INTERNATIONAY, CLASSIFICA-

articles. ' TION SYSTEM
Health and amusement B s s
. Performmg operations: ' . Patents should be classified as far as possible
Subsections: Separating and mixing  as a whole and not by separate classification of
haping constituent parts.
Printing ~
: Transporting A. Selecting subclasses (Cor respondmg to I
. Chemistry and metallurgy: (lass) :
Subsections: Chemlstry ; B In the Imernatmnai C Llsslh( atmn there often

Metallurgy o curs
. Textiles and p

a : 1. A subclass pr(mdm for the inherent na-
Subsections: I’)I‘emllerz; and ﬂemble

NTERNATIOI\AL Cmssxmcmmx
S'mUc'rmm

_ture or functicn of the invention, and
materisls not other- 2. a subclass for its intended field of use.
rise pmﬂded for Preference must be given to the intended field

Paper - of use unles- the invention is ¢learly specially
. Fixed constructions: L adapted to a particular intrinsic funetion for
Subsections: Building ~ which a class exists. The classifier must decide
Mining ~ whether the invention is specially adapted to
. Mechanics, lighting, and heating: one field of use, or whether it is applicable to
Subsections: Engines and pumps more than one particular field. It may, of course,
Engineering in general be desirable to classify the invention in both ,
Lighting and heating places (intrinsic function and intended field of
Weapons; blasting use) : especially when the choice of a single
G. Physics: place rests on the classifier’s opinion rather
Subsections: Instruments than on fact, More detailed treatment of this
Nucleonics problem may be found in parsgraphs 20, 21 in
H. Electricity: the “Forward and Guide™ in Volume 1 of the
Subsection: Electricity Int. (1,

feev. 23, Jan. 1970 154.2



PRIOR ART, CLASSIFICATION, SEARCH  903.09

one relevant group, and not neces-
roup in which the patent can

- There are no fir of hiera: ' ! 3 o
quently, there will be ' atas Ju { that the concordance
, ly relevant, ‘ o be incomplete in some areas and contain
them or classific ' ors in other areas. Therefore, if corrections
rroup. Contrary to U.S. practice, in which . Dee ade he concordance, the Fxam-
more comprelensive subject matter ap , , C‘Q"PS is requested to report any 5’“%&;’95"’“
first in the schedule, in the Int. Cl, the _ changes to the Administrator, Office of Search
ventions mav be found in the lower p: vstems and Documentatien, Room 2-8A1l.
schedule. | . Continuing revision 1s envisaged to improve
~ ecting Subgroups (Correspon dine th I"’ . the International Cla§siﬁcation system and to
1 e e R adbaie 0 R take account of technical development. A for-
~ Indented Subclasses) ~ mal adoption of modifications, however. is not
_Aninvention should be classified in the lowest  axpected to take place at shorter intervals than
(most indented) subgroup which is compre-  about five years. ,
hensive to embrace all essential features of the L
invention. -

v

(GENERAL

1. International Classification will be .placed
on all issuing applications and Defensive Pub-
L L ~ lication documents. :
The Office of Search Systems and Documen- 2. Each person involved in placing Interna-
tation has prepared a concordance between the  tjonal Classification on patents should read
U.S. classes and subclasses and the International = pages ix o xxxiii in the front of Volume 1 of
Classifieation. It is well recognized that the  {}¢" Tnternational Classification of Patents
two systems are conceptually different: the  yg o oo1 .
U.S. system being based primarily on structure  ° anuat. .. o S
and function while the International Classifi- 3 As indicated above the 'Inte'matlomx_l Clas-
_cation is primarily industry and profession ori- sification of Patents of the 1ssuing “pp_‘i_‘wat}on
ented. With this in mird, it will be seen that Sh_ould be placed on the blue issue classification
a complete one to one concordance between the  slip (Form PO-270) in the space headed “In-
two systems cannot be attained. The concord- ternational Classification.”
ance then must be recognized as a guide to be 4. Tt is required that one International Clas-
nsed in conjunction with the International  sification and no more than three (3} be placed
Clascification Manual, and 7ot as a translation on all cases. It is required that the full elabo-
1ist. An indication on the concordance may re- ration be designated (e.g. ' A0lc 5/00).

S.—INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CoNCORDPANCE ,

54.3 Rev. 23, Jan. 1570




aminer need n rily mak earch ' : be searched with which
of the prior art, unl me th 1 s classifiable, but also all
ments to the claims ' analogou ‘regardless of where classified.
non cept to cf . ethe The determination of when arts are analo-
ould su gous is at times difficuit. It depends upon the
than th c i _essential function or utility of the
 subject matt: vered by the claims, and not
what it iscalled. = =~
For example, a tea mixer and a concrete
‘mixer are for the same art, namely, the mixing
_art, this being the necessary function of each.
Similarly & brick cutting machine and a biscuit =~
cutting machine have the same necessary
it S anl o B T

904.01 Analysis of Claime  904.01(d) | Outlining Field of Search
- The breadth of claim of the application L [R-16] L
: %lx(');x]r}ndin%lrw:}):s'; o carefully noted; that _In outlining a field of search the Examiner
' ' 1 for. ; - should note every class and subclass that may
" ~ have material pertinent to the subject matter as
ing into the claim. Y q : c{aimeg,‘ or %}mt may irﬁthe fut:\xcrle properly be
TP Crssin S claimed in that case. Every suhclass pertinent
the s‘pecxiﬁ’,c,atlon or, dmwmg . to each type of invention claimed should be
' ' : listed, from the largest combination through
the various subcombinations to the most ele-.
ded to anticipate any disclo-,

904.01(a) iant Embodiments
o  Within Sco‘pé‘dfv Claim mentary part nee 3.
L LA s sure properly claimable in that case.
. Substantially every claim includes within its " The following should be kept in mind: (a
~breadth or scope ‘of?:zﬁnition one or more vari- that a combination reference is necessay to
_ ant embodiments not disclosed by applicant, reject a claim drawn to an old or exhausted
which would anticipate the terms of the defini- combination, (b) that a combination reference
tion. The claim must be so analyzed and - is valuable as a basic reference where elements
understood that any such variant encountered thereof may be varied by substituting equiva-
during the search will be recognized and  lent elements of & secondary reference, (c) that
ey e T ~ . a convincin aid to a rejection on the ground
In each type of subject matter capable of O‘lf old (:omhbxnat;)ggJi_the“c‘ltratmnhof relf:;enctis S
 such treatment (e.g., a machine or other ap- showing tae suncom inations to nave been & -
LR iy O G mady,recogmzedas,hawng_‘practl‘c’a] and more
 paratns), the subject matter ns defined by ‘the  eneral utility, (d) that combination claims
_claim may bc sketched in order to ‘clearly  gan be shown unpatentable by combini sepa-
delineate the limitations of the claim. Twoor  rately classified _subcombinational elements
‘more sketches, each of which is as Givergent  where reasons can be given for holding ob-
. from Fh‘,’ pa.rtlc}i‘lar, disclosure as is permitted  viousness in forming the combination, and (e)
by claim recitation, will assist the Examiner in  that in the rejection of a claim on the ground
* determining the claim’s actus] breadth or scope.  of aggregation. the citation of references show-
However, an applicant will not be required to  ing the individual utility v the elements may
~ submit such skecches of claim structure (In re  better prove that the aggregative structure is
Application filed November 16, 1945, 1951  no more than the sum of the features showa by
(.D. 1; 646 0.G. 5). the several elemental patents.
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arch

urther search is  ;

that, while not
s before him, iwould.

- 8uoj
chown to be old by thes
~ In selecting the refere
_aminer should carefull

e clte, ,
ipare the references

with one another and w h the applicant’s dis-
elosure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary

‘number. The Examiner is not called upon to
cite all the references that may be available,
~but only the “best.”” (R 06.) Multiplying
‘references, any one of which is as good as. but
no better than, the ot

~the inclusion of a reference, it is better to err in
~ citing toa much art rather: than too little. -~

used. Sometimes the best reference will have a
publieation date less than a year prior io the
application fling date, hence it

. additiorally rejected thereon.
o In

patents and domestic patents, the Fxam-

which he does not thoroughly understand.

URew, 43, Jan, 1070

; , hers, adds to the burden
~ and cost of ,p'rosecr‘xticm.,iand should therefore
be avoided. However, if doubt exists as to

~ The best reference should always be the one

( will be open to.
being overcome under Rule 131.  In these cases, .
*if a second refersnce exists which cannot be so

“overcome and which, though inferior, is an ade-
" quate basis for rejection, the claims should be

all references, including non-patent. for-

~iner should study the specification or descrip-
© tior: ae it relates to every feature in the drawing

ind the publica-
red document.

, commonly encounter
“applications. ¢
~Ali orders for phot
_inating in the Examini]
thorized by an Examine
signatory authority in
MARY EXAMINER
stamped na h ) ,
be. ip‘dic’a 1 eproduction

written signature. should not ~

it c ay be ordered on PO-14 by the
Examiner for his use.. These orders are filled
by employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
‘No employees other than those assigned to this
Branch have access to the files of printed
- eopies of patents. In emergency cases, orders
may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whose
approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-.
_ate filling of said orders. e o

 Uppatine of Uxorricrat, Patest ListiNes

Al unofficial patent copies in" Official sub-

1asses and Digests have been recorded as of the
summer of 1969. In order that each search file
be complete as to unofficial patent copies at the
. time of converting from paper files to aperture
~ card files, it is necessary that each unofficial
Eﬂ'mnt{ copy subsequent!y added to the search
file be recorded. e :
 'Therefore, when ordering unofficial patent
~ copies to be placed in the search file the Kxam-
iner should Indicate the intended classification
designation of the patent on form PO-14 “Ex-

 aminer's Order for Sofi Copy” under the head-
P 1 the head- .

Mfing “NOTES", [ mr s St e ) 0
" The Group clericul staff should forward the
- completed PO-14's to ‘the Administrator of
Documentation whe will record the patent
umber and intended classification designation
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. 1s forwarded to the Board
~ ences, the clerk in
. should be informe
~ 'may be changed and th

dly, by fiing out C}
nd ieavmg this Form with

the clerk 1n char
_ returned when the Exami

" it. Where a patented fil
pose of reissue or interfere
should be given to t
taining the file,and
‘been disposed of, the file sh
" the Record Room. ' - PR
~ When an interference i: “declared between a-
_patent and an application and th nterference
of Patent |
charge of the Record Room
d in order that the charge
e location of the file
known at all times. =~ S ‘
Examiners may expedite service in obtaining
abandoned files and patented files by ordering
_ them by telephone. :
 When ordering a patented file from the Rec-
~ord Room, the name of the person ordering the
~ file shouid appear on the Form PO-125. It is
important that the Patent Number be stated
-ther than the Serial Nnmber of the applica-
tion which matured into the patent. An Ex-
aminer ordering a patented file should also place
his Art U7nit number on the Form. 1f the nota- -
ton “HOLD" is marked on the Form PO-125
the case will be held at the Record Room and in
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the application :
o of the drawings,
" there are no drawings, such features as In

- proper location.

s Cancel she

vies of patents are
ir Units to be filed, -
ey should be rout sz the appropriate
iminers’ desks prior to placement ‘in the
oes. The Assistant Examiners who examined
witd mark in ink on the face
‘or ‘the ‘specifications wher

deemed advantageous in siding un
of the patents in future searches,

derstandi

905.05 Charge for Pending Applica-
tion Files [R-22}7 =
" Whenever an application file is temporsrily

removed from the Group or Branch baviag
jurisdiction thereof ' Charge Form PO-125

‘nrust be completed, and left swith the clerk in- -
CoChATEe, A Cima Py ‘

Whenever a file is removad from the Group
application file rack for usz v an Exauiner
assigned to that Group, but not having jurisdic- . -
tion of that file, cardhoard Form OF 25 should
be inserted in place of the borrewed file.

ATl files should be returned promptly to their

Rev. 23, Jan. 1970





