01
90101
901.02

fm 04

90107
901.08
901.09

e
902.01
502.02

902.03 7

902.04
L 003.01
003.02

903.03

@304

90300

903,06

W3.06(a)  Discovery of Ne 1'_‘rbss-Referencéc

903.07

GO3.07T (1) Cross-References ~— he@pin" Systenmzie-

15,08

N3.08(f) - Patent Classifier's Decision
D03.08 ) Transfer 1o Another Foxamining  Group

My ’

901.03

901.06
on1.ng(a) S('wnt‘ﬁc berarv
$501.06(b) Bnrrowed Pub)‘xc-a jons k

 00L06(c) - Alie i  ‘ ‘ .
. somobySihing " Abbreviatures | SN 901 Prlor Art

o _90].0(;((1)  Abstra

Official Publications and Tngdices of U S. Pa:r:ms,', k

')0"0"(:1) Search Notes . . :
90202(h) Search Cards iy Fll?s' [R—18]

Classification L ‘
o Sl patent date in that it then (‘OI)\tlhlt(‘\ prior
C,

903.07(1)) Issuing ~in  Anpother nGroup

!u‘ﬂi.()ﬁ(.l) New Applications 2
w2080 Classification and Assignment to Examiner
WS.08(¢)  Innoediate Tnspection uf Amendments
905.08(d)  Lransfer Procedure o

003.08(¢)  General Regulations (,mmnin;: Appiice

<‘_f,"~'f~atmn, Search

I’rxor, Art ; ‘ 1'904.’01 Analysm of Claims ;
' ‘904501(21) Yariant thodimeuts wiﬂxm bmpe of

: i Claim

7 604.01(b)  Equivalents'

. 904.01(c)  Analogous Arts

. 904.01(d)  Outlining Field of Search
004, 0‘7' ‘Selecting Pernuent Referencos

‘)ﬂl O')“): ) s Lol 905 \ﬁ«temmeu o
; ar : coal S ,‘)0001 Photocopy rder« =

905 02 Soft Csopv Orderﬁ :
X Ox b P&?ented ‘md Abandoned Files

\Iarhmg Examiners’ Copies of Patents

\on-Pment Puhucatmm o
”‘,900 03 (jhdrgv wr endm, Arpplication Files

A Publications L Ertract jrmn Rule I(‘ré. (a) On taking up an app‘i- ;
B(r):‘a:n\%el:lfx;: ?f Art.in Et'umnmg (:mups TEE Tention for examination, the ‘examiner shall make 2
M 0 ; eigrences S e o thorough stmlx' cre0f and ‘shall make .a thorotgh

issing Copies——Replacement ' ailable prior art relating to the
subje :-t ma tter of km'emlon‘ sought to be patented.

Manual ‘of (‘lassxﬁ('atmn o

Defnitions . o  901 Ol Canceled Matter in U S Patent

1.8. Patent C!acs'ﬁc'mon Indwes ‘ Coani ‘ '
s Cameled m*itfer in the applw ation file of a

2 3(:1) Numerical © e , e 3
(b) Blue Slips - U.S, patent is not a pmpel reference as of the
3(c) Subclass Lists e gltl?]g(rﬂ‘“? ;ufd:?’h :
90‘"03((1) Count R alego, 15 ;
o celed hom the application file wrapper of a

5 17.8.0. 102¢, see Ex
However, matter can-

PN

Classification Orders and Bullc-tins ,
U.S. patent may be used as prior art as of the

Statutory Authority
‘Basis and Prineciples of Hasm‘mtmn

~ public know]wlw under 35 U 102¢a).

- 003.02(a) " New and Reviged (‘laseex Chmae :
903.02(b)  Seope of a Class e '901.02’ w\bandoned Apphcatlons

Classification of Foreign Patente sl : h V,[R.J -" ,
St.m]pm" . I‘mmmer: and Seqrch Roons ‘ :
. ‘lopies’ : s N I\uh 108. -lbf'iw!meff" r’;;pmufmm not uiul ,\baﬂ-
Transfer -of U.S. P atents ', doned applieatwn ax such will not be cited as re
Ordering Official Cross-References S ferences except the uhich have become abandoned. -
' ' “as a result of the filing and 'u‘upt.‘ma of a requeﬂt ;

;uuder Rule 139. S ’
~ Where an .ﬂmpﬂomd m)phmtmn is referred "
to in an issued U".S. patent the disclosure of the
w application is inorporated by reference into the
Wf,'hm,, , (h»olocuro of the patent and’ is available to the
publie. See Rnle 14(b).
In re Herirage, 1950 C.D. 419. 630 0.G. 638
holds that where 1 patent refers {o and relies
“npon the diselosnre of a copending ahandoned
application, such dizclosure 13 wm]‘lble as a
erence,

It has alzo been held !]m( where the refer-
tion Assigniment e ‘ ence patent refers to n copending but aban-
: doned application w hich diseloses subject mat-
for in common with the patent, the eflective
date of the reference as to the conunon subject
matter is the filing date of the abandoned ap-

“Classifying and Cry ,Reférencinz arial ‘rm-
nnce or before Jssue G

Notes during P’rosecution :

Transfer
Applications-——aAssignment and 'lrxmm-r

ret

after Decixion
How to Search
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eterson, 63 re hers ‘preceded A.L"” ¢o indicate Addi-

 Switzer et al.,,6‘127?0.‘G 11; 7T US.P.Q ' tional ovement. In citing, the letters
. Published abstracts, abbre ! ‘ ang imber must be given, e.g., AL 113

300;511011 patents wereissued.
Plant Paient Series. When the statutes were

sive publications are refers 06(d)). .
' 90 ()3 P‘endin‘g‘ Appl ati TR-171 mended to provide for patenting certain types
: - , K : e mRE 1600) t

600) these patents were
1 2) DEL eries of numbers. In citing,
ed in secrecy (Rule  the let PP the number must be given,

plications are preserv.

xcept as provided in Rule
14a ' and are not available as

are ed under a separate series of
“D?” and the
000.

th f ‘a copending
application of the same inventive entity. For
applications having a common assign
different inventive entities claiming a
inventive concept see 804.03. . i
Applications abandoned under Rule 139 are -
treated as pending applications for limited time -
. per iods regarding interferences an.d. the ﬁlmg " thereis a delay between the date of the patent
~ of a continuing application. (See T11.06.) - ’ o f
)1.04 U.S. Patents e
 The following different series of U.S. pat-
‘ents are heing, or in the past have been issued. coived are given in th TNowi v I®
" The date of patenting given on the face of ~ Chfs: Iy glven I the iollowing sections.
~each copy is the publication date and is the one - Additional information can be obtained from
‘usually cited. The filing date, in most in- ‘h‘?‘:’c‘?,"t”‘“ lemr} : R
stances also given on the face of the patent, s 9091.03 NP R S
ordinarily the effective date as a reference (35 901’0? (a) C}tathn , .Da‘%f S
T10.8.C. 162(e)). v : Foreign patent publications that use Arabic
X-Scriez, - These are -

10,000 patents issued between 1790 and July 4, !
1836. sey were not originally numbered, but = vear.

In citing, the lett
05D,

_single

901.05

. ence unless the Examiner has seen the patent.
. Citation data pertaining to those countrl

cate the date, show in order the day, month, and
‘Roman numerals always refer to the

have been arhitrarily assigned numbers in the - month.. = S
sequence in which they were issued. The num- Japanese patent application - publications
ber shonld nof be cited. When copies are or- ~ show the date in Arabic numerals, by indicating

in order the vear of the reign of the present

dered, the patentee’s name and date of issue i 1 ,
Emperor, the month, and the day. To convert

 suffice for identification. Copies in stock are

~arranged chronologically. : f ;

1836 Series. The mechanical, electrical, and ern calendar year, add 1925 to the Japanese
chemical patents issued since 1836 and fre-  year. For example: 40-3-6=March 6, 1965.

quently designated as “utility” patents, are in-
cluded in this series. A citation by number

only is understood to refer to this series. This
series comprises the bulk of all T7.S. patents
issued.  Some T.S. patents issued in 1861 bear
two numbers but only the larger number should

breviations for the United States of America

forth only selected. commonly encountered
foreign language names, and do not include

be cited. = R onam 1 thuseasily translatabl

Reissue Series. Reissued patents  (Section 1tmes and "'S‘.j""" yiransiambye.
1401) have been given a separate series of num- In using the lists, identification of the foreign
- i ; A language (except for Russian}, 1s not necessary.

e o -k s atine  the ) o Bkl ) : . : ¢
i,“(? glecededl b:v RG; ] I?. f’mng’rthl(é lef;gx(':s -~ The translation into English 1s ascertained by
and the number must be given, e.g., ke 10D. . ylphabetically locating the foreign langmage
The date that it is effective as a reference is  yame on the list. g
 the effective date of the original patent ap- The list of the foreign langnage mames and
~ plication, not the filing date of the reissue  ubhreviations for the United States ix useful in

application. 3 o i “determining whether a foreign language patent
f » ¥ 3 B . =, . ayee LA

A. . Servies, From 1838 to 1881, patents publication indicates the filing of a similar ap-

eovering an inventor's improvement on his own plication in the United States,
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cl ay be rejecte D atents. Patents fo gns (C-hap-ff_

Al countries do not issue their patent speci-
“fications in printed form. In some countries, -

~ grant and the date of publication. Generaily, ,
_a foreign patent should not be cited as a refer- .~

from which the most patent publications are re-

the approximately  and Roman numerals in lieu of names to indi--

“the Jaﬁ)anese vear of the Emperor to the West- '
. Foreign language, alphabetical lists of the .
‘names of the months, and of the names und ab-

~are shown on the following page. The lists set

those which are similar to the English language




CATION, SEARCH

agosto

Caolt

augustio o

Cavhib
. bfezen' .
Cdervna

¢ervenen -
czerwea)
décembre

dieembre

dubna

~elokuu
febbraio
‘Feber

fobriar

février

gennaio

. giugno
~grudnia’
« heindkuu

helmikuu :

huhtikwu .
Janner

v janvier
“jouliik

juilles

o juin
kesdakun’

kvetna
kwietnia

CoApril
Mareh

June'

CoJuly s
dune oo
“Pecember
~“December;
oo April '
~August

February
February

 February
February ...

January
June

December

Julv .
Februa

April:.
Januar

s January. o
Pecember

July

- June

SoJune oo
“May

“April

Tonth

- nxnggio .

Aaio
Maj

. omaja
maraskun

. marea
. mars
SMarts

~Nérz '

marzo’
mei .
ottobre

pazdziernika’

_ prosinea
Fijna

settembre ..
jerpnia:

SSTpna

styeznia

“svyskou
“rammikun

“toukokuu o

unora

~ wrzefnia
Eark o

. ABrYCT

. anpendb
. mexalpp

o May

KMay

May
~May -

Neovember

March
. March
- March

- September o
August

August .
January 0

- September:

iay

' February
- September

.

September

S August
o April o
December-

leden January ]
lipea July i HIOJIB -~ July
listopad November RIOHE June
“listopada November - ::g’r , o Q}gi"ch

cak IS . o Mare
o S monbp: November

: B . . OKTHOpPDL - Qetober
’lllyt(’ﬂr)‘ ) ]-cbru:xf.‘ ; ceHTﬂ6pb S ’ ‘September
magliskun i March (eBpais : " February
manrt - R March AHBAPL o January .

. "Aiphé"betical List of Selectcdl Foreign 'Langu'agye Names éﬁd
: Abbreviations for the United States of America

Awerikas Forentu Stater s nia Stati Uniti d’Ameriea

De Forenote Stater av Amerika : S e IR e :

EE. UU. S SUAL

E.U. = S.7.A.

E.U.A. V.St AL

E.U.d Am. VoSt AL S

Etats-Unis d'Amérigue Ver.St.ViAm(erika) :

Sp.St.A. Vereenigde Staten Van Amerika 2
Vercenigde Staten Van Noord-Ameriki

Spoj. St.Am.
Spojene Staty Americke
Stany Zjeduoezone Ameryki

Vereinigten Staaten Von Amerika
Vorencde Stater i Amerika
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%)ecomps cnueal it may bn
effective date bv ‘checkmg
in ﬂw ot!wr eolur ‘

Aust!s!la
L Aestria®
‘Belgium (1)

Oc'rw m-geknnd op
Brevez =i en !eeture X

Canada (1D

- Czgechoslovakia
,Deumark

,I-'tr'land (l)

" Prance s
East Germany
- West Germany,

Ausgabe der Auslegeschrift e (3)

ot
‘ ) Auslam:ag .A{3)
Cireat Britain - L Compiste tp?riﬁcanon publi.shed
‘ (or;
Complete e:pecxﬂcation aecepted
Ttaly Data di oonoessione ©
; | (ort ’
Des .
{e
Concesgs 1. -
(ar:

: Rilaseiazs ..
Netherlands ‘ Ultgegn'm @) .
, Dat: an ter mzngeleggmg (3
Norway
Poland
Sweden

Switzerland (1)

! “Scienzifie Library” ... (stamp)
| ‘Recent patents use;

]
o
"
x

JTata ony6anKkoBaBRHA
onmcaHHuA . . . (§)

: f%v:mx toegekend op

i L3
. ; (wr)
{ Auslegetag .. . (3).
IPisent sealed® | f‘omple!ﬂ :pecincnnon pablished . ..

Tezors Patents Sealed®
meldung beknxmtgexmcm"
. Bm& octmsé le

..,
rénenood . .. i Vy
H udste(l; den ... : Bekendtglort den .

: {or}
U e |- Offentliggjort den . . .
rti myinnetty— i Julkaitsi .. . Publicerad (4}
t.den’. .. (&) :
: L L Publigéle ..
Ausgabietag .. .

Ausgegeben am . -2 ;
Bekanmgemacht am RS 1

E&kmmtmachung der Anmeldung Sl

(or)
Ausgabe der Auslegmchrdt

Stampato nel ... (hefore 1966
_.g_sm to present)

"'.n.’yzi m COUCNIOHG

Dugtekening . . . e Uitgegeven SO@

; ; £ + Datum van ter inZagelegging . . . i3}
Taent gnt g ; Offentliggjort . . . :
Tiizieiono . : ; Opublikowano

. ; (on).:
H Warszawa .

Pubhcemt dm\
: Puhhé e

or)
Verijﬂemlicht am ..o
(or) ’
Pubblicato it . ..

; Bteret:ro iscritto .

Tor;

‘ .;t-‘Tﬁt'O registrato .

Tari
E ‘f"r—z 10 rﬂa';cum

Hata onyGnukoranus
OTIHCAHNA .

*Announced in Oﬂicml Ioumal' does 2ot sppear on patent.
Announced in Patenthlatt; does not tppear on patent.

ses Announced in Bekanntmackungen: <oes nol appear on patent.
****Does not ap car on patent.

(1; Countries which puhli@h in more tkan one language.
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(2) Patent,

{3} Printed application.

/4y Tdentical data printed in both Finnish and H\wdish
(%) - Citation date to he used, if shown ot patent,
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1901.05(b) Othier

~QOcessionally, the
enting becomes materia
tralia, Austria, East Gern
India, Ireland, Japan and
- appear on the printed copie

of Au
Britain,

the Scientitic Library. For the effective dates
of Belgian patents, see the Mem
“March 2, 1959, which has been reproduced
PO, at page 440, For the effective dates of
Italian patents, see the Memorandum of October
25, 1960 distributed to all examiners and pub-

granting patents are found in Ex parte Grusch-

involve anticipation but the ba
patenting under 35 U.S.C. 102{(d)

Some countries issue patents of

«adtylait’iori and

_of the addition patent should be cited. i
provements of a patented parent invention and
- can be obtained by the proprietor of the parent
invention. Inventiveness in relation to the par-

~ent invention need not be demonstrated and the-

_ term is gove
~patent, : ; :

- For citation of the number of pages of draw-

: illtiﬂﬂd specification, see § 707.05(e). i

rned by the term of the parent

ome foreign countries list the references S
~ways the year for correct designation of the

cited during the prosecution. These, especially
if they are U

suggest an overlooked field of search.

FrpErar RepusLic oF GERMANY

sued in printed form beginning September 1,
1955. Tjhose printed from this date up to De-
cember 31, 1956, are captioned  “Patentan-
meldung.” They should be cited as “German
printed applications™ and identified by the name
of the applicant, the serial number of the appli-
cation, and the. date of publication. "F he
applications printed after Janoary 1, 1957,
are captioned “Auslegeschrift” and have an
additional number which js larger than 1,000,
000 and which will be the number of the patent,
if issued, This new number should be used in-
stead of the original serial number. In addi-
tion to the ahove, data customarily given in cit-
ing foreigm patents should be used, : ,
serman Utility Models (Gebrauchsmuster)
may bhe used ns references as prior patents, but
not as prior printed publications since the full

‘Librarian will
- specification from the German Patent Office.

“A file of such copies is maintamed in the Scien-

tific Library, G
, 1t does not Lo
s of the patents, If
‘necessary, this information can be secured from

randum of
need in 41

- and «

lished in 42 J.P.0O.S. 795~-8. Comments concern-
ing German, French and Belgian procedure in

‘witz et al., 138 USPQ 505. This case did not
- of foreign
they should be identified as such and, when -
separately numbered as in France, the number

“Patents of addition” generally cover im-

the patent.

.S. patents, may be helpful, either
as references of Interest to the examiner or to

German allowed ap{)licatio‘ns have been is-

189

. %0L85(H)

sPe'cliﬁcations‘ are not printed effective as of
they

r registration date. When necessary, the
ill obtain the complete text of the

 NETHERLANDS

 XNetherlands applications, unless withdrawn,
are printed beginning Januarv 1, 1964. They
are captioned “QOctrooiaanvrage™. They should
be cited as Netherlands applicativns giving the
number, date of publication, “Datum van ter
inzagelling”, name of applicant, “Aanvrager?,
{ata customarily given in citing foreign

-
e

- GReaT BrITAIN

Certain British applications had become void

- and lence lack a date of acceprance. Neverthe-
less, they were given a number in the patent
~series. . The date of pubhication {(year only} is

given following the statement *Printed for His =~
Majesty’s Stationery Office,” and this should =~

Cbecited.

- British specifications  prior to 1916 have

_printed in large heavy type at the head of the

first page of the specification a number and
vear, as 1431 A.D. 1912, This, together with

‘the name, as required by the rules, is always

the proper citation of the patent. The year -

given at the head of the specification is either

the vear of filing or the year of acceptance, but
in either case it is the official designation of

The year printed on the drawing is not al-

patent.  Where it is not, the correct year 1is
shown by a small superior number or expo-
nent placed to the right and above the serial
number of the patent, as— :

1910—No. 4991
1912—No. 19421 B

~ In instances of this kind the patent should be

cited as No. 499 of 1911 or No. 19421 of 1913.
| Fraxce

The date of recent French patents to be taken
as the effective date #3 a _patent for reference
purposes is the date of the Official Bulletin of
the French Patent Office ( Bulletin Officiel de la
Propriété Industrielle) in which the granting
of t}le patent was announced. This date does not
appear on the printed copies of the specifica-
tions of the patents. The printed copies give the
date the patent was granted (délivré) and the

“number of the particular issue of the Oflicial

Bulletin in which the granting of the patent
was announced. The date of the issue of the
Bulletin, if needed, may be obtained from the

Rev. 28, Apr. 1971 ‘




- pu

.eﬁecn\'e date '-.h(mid also
The date used as the eff
patent is used as a patent grnhm
Frmte«i pubhc’ ‘t:on whwh

een the date on :

the erd bf .\ppe s, ()m'na to

the practice in the French Parent Ofﬁ(e \ﬂ\em- R

by the ~pecthtmus of: ,t_n-a"
now not available to the

~of the Official Bulletin, it
In re Af Ekenstam, 45 (
321, 1958 CD 102, 734 OC 118 US
and use the date on which the ~pec1ﬁmtmn be-
came available to the public as the effective
date as a reference. This practice will .1pph to

ary m .mpl v

July 11, 1957 and back to ~patent of addition
number 67 251, No change in practice is indi-

‘these numbers

wa'rsz AND

The eﬂ'ecm'e dates of Swiss patents are dl=;-
cussed in Ez parte Reuge, 115 USPQ 51 and
in Ewx parte Appeal No. 19435, 1966 CD 31,
152 TSPQ 70. It should be noted that two dif-
ferent zystems are in operation in Switzerland.

The majority of patents are issued without

search and examination in the light of refer-
ences, and the date used for rhese is the publica-
tion (veriffentlicht, publié. pubblicato) date.
In two fields, inventions relating to time-keep-
ing, and inventions relating to the non-mechan-
ical treatment of textiles and fibers, applica-
tions are searched and examined in the fight
of the prior art and the procedure differs from
that followed in the other cazes: it follows. in
general, the procedure in the Federal Republic
of Germany as described in £z parte Grusch-
witz et al, 1963 CD =39, 138 USPQ
505. Patents which have been issued under
the examination system can be recognized
from information given in the he: nding
which refers to the publication of the applics
tion (the French and German language ap-
lieations, Demande publiée and Gesuch be-
anntgenmoht respectively). As in the German
-practice, when a case is found allowable by the
examiner the application is pnbliished for oppo-
sition and the specifieation 1s issued in printed
form (also referred to as Auslegeschrift, Ger-
man and Mémoire expose, French). These

Rev. 2%, Apr. 1071

, me' xaminat um

he hl)r'u) can obtain & copy of the earlier
‘printed application from th .S‘ riss - Patent

ies by the w 01‘(1
by decmom of

901. Oo(c) Obtamlng (‘ oples

,m‘il the dayte '

901 Oo(d) Translatmn

recent French patents, going back to number.
1,148,401 announced in the Official Bulletin of

cated with 1 respect to French patents pnm to

patent
}‘Jeﬂl to esmbhsh a date
‘than the date the patent was granted,

thice, e
[R-28]

] ’Imtocopi of forelgn p.ltenh can be ordered

an Examiner for placement in the shoes of a

fr equent u%e m that class (§905.01).
[R-28]

I:x"unme mav ‘request translators in. the

Translation Section te assist them m‘t]]\, or with
Cwritten translations of any specifications in lan-
guages with which the examiner is not familior,

I :

m‘rnte bolm\ ;

known to the Examiner.’ ean Lommonlv be

found. \ear(-hes for alternate versions are per-

formed in the Stack Service Section of the Sci-
entific Library.
this service materially reduces the apparent
problem posed by a foreign language speci-
fication,

901. 06 Non-Patent Pubheatmns k[R—”y

28]

All pnnted publications may be nsed as ref-
erences, the date to be cited bemﬂ the publica
tion date,  Recognizeil abhrevi mtmns of names

of periodicals may be used in their citation

(\ ‘{)i 00(6))
"There are some publications l\ept or circu-

lated in every group and each assistant Ex- -

aminer should ascertain which are available in
his group and whether or not any of them is
likelv to bear on any ciass assigned to him.
Science Abstracts of London, England pro-
vides the Patent Office with certain non-patent
literature, This literature ‘includes the fo]]o“-

'Hl”"

A, A copy of the full text of the .trti(le'

B. An English language abstract attached to
the full text of the article:

(. Bibliographic details:

D. Tnited States Classification including
class and subelass, where necessary addi-
tional copies are provided, The Interna-
tional Patent Classification (LDP.(.) is

s in which he exaniines, 1f the patents would

‘ -\herndtne versions of
wa(‘ ifications, in English or other languages

As asubstitute for trm»htnon, :




PR!QR

by an
Wml) f
The United States clax
International Patent Cl: mﬁmno

placed on each document :
stamped "RFCORDFD;
brary. No change in status of the document {e.g.
ohangm.c_r classifieation, cancelling or nddmg of

‘completed forin should be forwarded to the For-
eign Patent Services and Records Section of the
Scientific Library, If the status change involves
placing additional copies of the document, the
docurnent should be forwarded along Wlth the
completed form to the Scientific Librs ary where
the additional copies will be made. If the change
in elassification places the “\RECORDED" non-
patent literature document
ing group, the completed PO-1122 form should
be attached to the document and forwarded to
the new group. The examiner in the new group
should romplete the form and forward it to the
Scientific Labrary.

Where a non- mtent literature reference with

1dent1ﬁ<_ -ation number and the class and subclass

should be included on the form PO-892. .
The = citation should be as follows:

(900‘?4""‘#()1) Winslow, C.E.A. Fresh Air and

Ventilation N.Y., E. P. Dutton. 1926, D 97-112,

TH 7653 “’,),510—

If the cited document has a document identi-

fication number, it is not necessary to enclose a

copy in the ROS folder.
901.06(a) Scnenuﬁc lerary

services supplied by the Seientific Jbrary are
important to the examiner for two primary
reasons. In the first place, they provide ma-
terial which must be known or searched to de-
termine whether claims of applications are di-
rectly anticipated, and there ore unpatentable
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 102, Tn the
second place, in ecases in \\hl('h the primary

search indicates that there is some novelty as
mmpnred to any single reference in the art, the
library handbooks, textbooks, periodicals, re-
ports and other materials assist in deciding the
question of patentable invention (35 U.S.C.
103).  They enable the examiner to make a fur-

140.1

clmnoe from almost all Pmmtnesz which issue

 boo 1 3 which include one set arran

copies) should be made unless the Scientific Li- k collections swhich include one set arn

~ brary is notified. Form PO-1122 should be used

for this purpose, The form should include the
“document identification number, group art unit,

? e of each patent is stamped on first.

status change and the name of the examiner. The ceipt of ea h pate 5 tu”l ed the f

" {ll}‘tld(‘
These are ¢ ]J‘w‘«]ﬁed according to broad eubz

nother examin-

a document identification number is cited, the

‘acquired by the Library.

[R-28] |

The ter-hm("l] htemture. foreign Pdtenté and

~obtained are welconmd at any time,
~Tist of accessions is circulated to all examining
groups at the beginning of each month and

Lol %hﬁ fmmm

' !h(' pu‘tlmhr mmbz intion searched

be abvious te a person skilled in the art
|

As reﬁwi@d ,

\I.xn:m s Av AILABLE
megn Patents
ives foreign paten

prmted Fntents. These patents are bound into

in. numerical order f.md Afor most princi m]
countries, another set in order of the classifi-
cation used by that countrv The date of re-

{i.e., numerically arranged) copy of the patent
and in a ledger. To ascertain whether a copy
of a fmm«m atent has been received inguiry
should be nm({e of the Stack Service Sectl

The Library has a set of officiaily prl
known as  Bpitish  Abridgn

Fm'emn Patent Jounmk

Most foreign countries issue official p‘uent
and trademark journals corresponding to the
Offcinl Gazette. Patent journals are shelved

under country names in the patent collections,

and with the numerical sets of those countries
which print their patents. Trademark ]r»ur-
nals constitute a separate collection which is

‘presently shelved in the Arlington warehouse.

- Books

A l(‘p](’\f’lltatl\'e selection of books publ 31ed
in the United ‘States and met Bntam in the
tields of applied technclogy is systematically
In addmon to the
English language books, there is a modest se-
lection from French and German literature,
mostly in the field of chemistry. There are
also collections in the various examining groups
of books and trade catalogs pertinent to the
arts which they examine, The Design Patent
Group Las a great many m.umfacturex\
catalogs. o :

In selecting books and periodicals to he or-
dered, the Librarian and his staff obtain as-
sistance from members of the Examining Corps,
and snggestions concerning materials to be
A monthly

the bhooks are placed on inspection in the Li-
brary for several weeks thereafter. Duplicate
ropies of hooks on this list, or any other per-
tinent book, may be ordered by examiners for
nse in the groups by addressing a menoran-

Rev. 28, Apr. 1971




~ dum to the Librarian avel
primary examiner.
The {mks, and trade cat
- permanent assignment to @2
~ are recorded in the Libra
these books usually

Over 1,500 technical

These include publieations of many important

scientific and technical societies. The list in-
cludes a number of titles in the design patent
" field and in fields of interest to non-examining

areas of the Office. i i
Most of the periodicals

Rev. 28, Apr. 1971 1440,

ulated {0 examining groups.
e Library sends to each group
_currently circulated to them

. with requ suggestions for changes. This

systematic procedure does not preclude the re-
questing of subseriptions for new titles at any
time, and the Library itself will occasionally

“add new titles. The Library is alert to new
_periodical publications and it acquires sample

copies which it sends to groups likely to be inter-

“ested with a request for review and recommen- =
dation. ! ST

An ‘important pai't of ﬁle :duﬁes of each Ex-

aminer involves constant inspection of non-

ived by the Li-

patent literature pertinent to the class or classes - |




- publication, lthegf?partmular _pages
each class and subcla:
copy, and the order approved by t
~ Examiner. The order should be

 Document Services Branch (with the
_ tion where possiblej.

 Technical Documents

Almost all unclassified and declassif

- Commission and agencies such as the Office
Technical Services, Armed Services Technic:

Information Agency, National Aeronautics and

Space Administration, and the National Bureau
of Standards, are received.

Ams to SraRcHING

abstracting vehicles which assist searches in
patents and technical literatures are constantly
Increasing in number and quality. The Library

nical documents issued by the Atomic Energy

Encyclopedic woﬂis, published mdexes and

~ tinctive, and subjects. Bound volumes of peri-

odicals are cataloged, classified and maintzined

. on the bookshelves, while those which have not

yet been bound are separately located in alpha-°

betical order. At the beginning of the main

card catalog, there is a separate card listing of
bound periodicals and foreign patent and trade-
mark journals. EE g

 Catalog of Atomic Energy

 Commission Documents |
This catalog is separate from the main card
atalog znd lists unclassified and declassified

- AEC documents by series. Publication of these

_cards was terminated on July 1, 1959, but in-
“formation of this kind from publications sub-
sequent to that date canbe obtained from
- Nuclear Science Abstracts. R

. “Ur’idervkvodd‘ Card r'Digest’

 This is a card 'ca.talo‘g'of atent decisions

“made by the Commissioner and by the various

courts. Each card contains a

welcomes suggestions for acquisition of avail- .-

. able or forthcoming aids to searching. In con--

ducting library searches, Examiners are encour-

aged to su

and available

%)lement their own familiarity, skill, 'k
 time by assignments to patent aids

and by queries addressed to the Circulation and

Reference Section of the Library (Ext. 2930).
Carp CaTaross
Main Catalog

Room and lists all materials in the Library, the
Law Library and Examining Groups except
patent specifications and Atomic Energy Com-
mission documents. If an Examiner finds that
the book he desires is not on the shelf he may
be able to ascertain through the card catalog that
another copy is available elsewhere in the Office.
Examiners sometimes acquire material inde-
pendently of the Library, and it is important
that any such material should be sent to the
Library’s Technical Processes Branch for cata-
loging to assure that it may be recorded for the
benefit of the entire office.

The Library of Congress classification scheme
is used in classifying the books, bound periodi-
cals, and documents other than those of the
Atomic Energy Commission and the books in
the Law Library. A printed outline of this

decision. ; , e
'LI1BRARY SERVICES =

Foreign Patent Infonnzitionr‘,, -

Upon request made to the Circulation and
Reference Section (Ext. 2930) the Library will
procure individual tygewritte‘n copies of patents
from countries which issue, but do not print
them. Where applicable, the dates of openin%'

~ toinspection, of issnance and of publication wil

scheme is kept on one of the reading tables on

the second floor. Examiners will tind the outline

141

This card catalog is located in the Reference ~be requested of the foreign patent office, The

copy of each patent so acquired is retained in 2
syeclal file in the Stack Service Section, and a
photocopy thereof is submitted to the Examiner.

Technical Documents

When technical reports, such as those pub-
lished by U.S. Government agencies and their
contractors are desired, the Library should be

rovided with all necessary identifying data,
including the report number if available. The
Library will obtain printed copies whenever
they are available but it may sometimes be pos-
sible to obtain only a microfilm or microprint

copy.
Manufacturers’ Catalogs and Advertising
Circulars

These publications will be obtained by the
Library upon request. The Library does not

Rev. 25, July 1870

igest of the



~~ ntion.  They must be ret
~ to the Technical Processes Branch of

brary with information as to whether the

‘Group wishes {o retain them.  If they are to be
retained bv the Group, they will be catalo ﬁed
~ by the Library and returned;: othermse t
mav be sent to another Group.
. . The Technical Processes ranch wﬂl assist
Examiners who wish to build up collections of
catalogs or circulars pertinent to their arts, by

writing for coples tu companies listed under
pertinent subject headmgs‘ mn Thomas’ Register

of American. Manufacturers and MacRae's
Bluebook. Thomas' Register:
classifications, an alphabetical list of trade
 names, brands, etc. ; international trade sectmn.
boards of trade, and other commercial organi-

Micro-Catalogs, consisting of a film viewing
~machine and a set of catalogs of about 2,450

American manufactunng firms in the form of

sheets of microfilm, is available in the Reading
Room near the 4-volume Thomas Register of

index for the file.
‘comprehensive listing of sources of indus-
trial equipment, products and materials, al-
phabetically arranged by product headings.
The principal armngement is by subject and
there is also an index to advertisers. The Ex-
aminer should be aware of Sweet’s Catalog
Service, an annual publication which consists
of six separately bound files of manufacturers’
~catalogs covering architecture, engineering,
~ process industries, inechanical lndustnes, power
~ plants and product design. ;

Loan of Books and Other Pub]xcadons

General

All Library materials other than the books
in the main reference collection in the Refer-
ence Room may be charged out at the cir-
culation desk. Materials should be kept as
briefly as possible, and ordinarily no longer
than two weeks. Since all library materials
are used for reference purposes, none may
be taken outside of the Patent Office. Ex-
aminers may use the Commerce Department
Library but may not charge out its books.
Books needed from that Library for official
use should be obtained through the Scientific
Library by means of interlibrary loan as de-

scribed in the following paragraph.
Rev. 25, July 1970

may find that the
- able. These materials which are out on inter-
~ library loan may be recailed for the Examiner

‘gives product

zations, leading trade papers; and volume 4 is
an index providing a product finding guide to
~ the contents of the first three volumes. 7homas -

~encesis mamtamed in the Stack Servme Section.

‘ General

American M anufacturers, which serves as an
MacRac’s Bluebook is a

~ given subjects.

rn for this semce, 'the bemrﬁ
erials to other hbmmea in the istrict

»m he desires is unavaxl-‘

if required for immediate use. To borrow
books from another library is costly in terms
of both time and effort; therefore, it is library
policy not to borrow materlals unless strictly
rtinent to official use. Law books cannot be
rrowed by the Library for use bv Examiners
in connection with law courses. !
When a book or perxodlcal 18 borrcmed from :
another library, and cited in an Office action, a
photocopy of ‘the portion cited should be or-

‘dered immediately and placed in an appropri-

ate class and subc!asv This class and subclass
should be cited in the Office action. A separate
file of duplicate photocopxes of borrowed refer-

Reference Servlces

“The Staff of the erculatlon and Reference
%ctxon (Ext. 2930) will assist Examiners

~in ‘the use of the card catalogs and other
~resources of the Library, in pointing out

publications which will help Examiners de-
fine the limits of the field of search, and in pro-

- viding information for use in prior art searches.

Upon request, it will provide bibliographies on
As requested by Examiners, it
performs searches in forelgn patent journals to
ascertain the dates of opening to public inspec-
tion, of grant or sealing, and of publication of

kspemﬁed foreign patent applications.

Procurement of Patents

The Circulation and Reference Section wﬂl
initiate action to procure specified foreign pat-
ents which are not in the Library’s oollectlons

(See LiBRARY SERVIC E~-—-—Forezgn Patent Infor-
mahan above.)

Publication Dates of Nonpatent Materials

Requests pertaining to the earliest date of
publication or first distribution to the public

. of publications for which this information is

required should be made to the Circulation and
Reference Section. A duplicate copy of the
reply incorporating this information will be
forwarded to the Examiner.




PRIOR ART

. }ﬂ,pin

Fmagw Patenla T

Tl anslatmns ,

; ,Reqmts for T mnsatzcmx " ' .
 Examiners mayoonsult the Translanon %ec ‘

143

mcmaom

nt pubhshed in
materially re-

 901L06(2)

ytmn at any tim@ for oral assistance in translat-
ents or litera” nre, Tmnsiatmns L

a&e from all of the principal European

pproximate equiva- : languages and from Japanese. The Library will

glzsh ora fmmlxar forelgn language '

_ have required tmns}atmns fmm other ian~ |
guages made elsewhere. b L

- Card Index of Amdab?e T mnslatzmw
T]us index lxsts ‘all transiations which ‘have
been made bv the. Tmmslahon Section of the

Rev. 28, Jan., 1970



~ TION OF
WHICH IS CITED IN AN OFFICE AC-

;emdemarks ‘with some pe
excerpts from books are Joc
lation Section. I‘mnslutmns,

able to Examiners and non-Office perso
_indexed by country, patent or trader

~ ber, and patentee or anthor. ; :
translations coming to an Examiner from o

 side of the Office should be furnished to.

Translation Section so that it may make a c
for its files. In this case the sourc
cated on the translation so that it v

( )fﬁ(e [ R-23]

[R—23]

Whenever it is necessar. y to borro treferem*e”'

material from other libraries including the
: © Defensive Publications (the O.G.

main Commerce library, for official us
obtain catalogues, bulletins or othe
a letter to this effect is sent to th
- Seientific Library. 3
A PHOTOCOPY SHOULD : ’IMMEDI-
CATELY BE ORDERED OF THE POR-
“ANY BORROWED BOOK

temture,
Librarian,

I0TOCOPY SHOULD BE
APPROPRIATE CLASS
AND SUB(T AND SUCH CLASS AND
SUBCLASS MUST BE CITED IN THE
OFFICE LLTTFR See § 707.05(e) for cita-
tion data.

As the Examiner currently inspects non-
patent literature pertinent to the class or
classes that he examines, he shouid fill out a
form PQO-250 for each item or part thareof
that is essential in connection with search in
his arts. The publication, the particular pages
- desired, each class and subelass in which he
desires a copy and the other information on
the order form should be given and the order
approved by a Primary Examiner.

“The order shonld he sent to the Document
56.1‘\ ices Branch with the publication (where
possible).

TION. SUCH
PLACED IN

901.06(c) Alien Property Custodian

[R-23]

Applications vested in the Alien Property
Custodian during World War 11 were pub-
hished in 194 even though they had not
b«mm patents,

Publications

Rev, 23, Jan. 1970

901 O6(b ) Borrowed Publxcan sl

Care mm be mken not to mfw i;o theae pub-
"lwatmmz‘ as piaéonts ‘they should be dmagnated C
, ion )

- B app!
e anmmer as a basis for m;ectmn

un'h’ as a printed publication effective from the

of )ublu atmn whuh is prmtml on emh

‘nmer of citing one of these puhhca e
as follows: A.P.C. Application of
sSer.No. ______, Pub]:xhed oo

The Scnentxﬁc lerary contains n complete

set of A.P.C. published applications arranged |

certified as an ofticial translation of the Patent ‘,numerzcal!y in bound volumes.

901 Oﬁ(d) Ahstraets,

Abbreviailires k
and Defensive Publications

[R-23]

Abstmcts and Abbrevmtures are Patent Of-
fice publications of abandoned applications.
defensive
publication and search copy) are Patent Office
publications of a provisionally abandoned ap-
plication wherein the applicant retains his
rights to an interference for a limited time
perlod of five vears from the earliest effective
U.S. filing date. See 8§ 711.06 and 711.06(a).
Distinet numbers are assigned to all Defen-
sive Publications pubhshed ‘lfter December 16,

1969, for example.

T 869 001 L
P : { L Number serne\ 001 099 av mlahle

; ‘monthly, © o ; : .
] (.G. volume number, : ]
L d . = Document category, T for Tech

nical disclosure.

I)efemne Publications are included in sub-
class lists and subscription orders, The distinet
numbers are used for all official reference and.
document copy requnements ' ,

A conversion table from the application
serial number to the distinct number for all
Defensive Publications published before De-
cember 16, 1969 appears at 869 O.G:. 687.

901.07 Arrangement of Art in Examin-
ing Groups :

In the Groups the U.S. patents are arranged
in shoes bearing appropriate Inbels, ench show-
ing the class, sub-class, and nﬁusﬂb the Jowest
and highest numbered patents put in the respec-
tive shoe, The patents should be arranged in
nimmnerical order.

Some U.S. copies are marked “Cross Ref-
erence.” These are patents which are classified




ma

s o g O e : v @ R
e copies of the original patents to sim-

ey are located should be dis-

Clopies of forei K
shoes separate from and immediately following
the U.S. ,
“numerieally without regard to country.
Non-patent

~ bottom of the last shoe of foreign patents.

'901.08 Borrowing References
The search files in each Examining (}fdlit)
should at all times be complete. :

and relying upon their completeness ma{' miss
valuable references.
the files whether for use in the Group or other-

901.09 Missing Cbpies——R
~ [R-23]

When the original copy of a reference is

missing from the Examiner’s files, a soft copy
should be substituted at once and marked—

“Keep until original is found.” When it defi-
nitely appears that the original is lost, the
Documentation Division should be notified and
- requested to supply a mounted copy. When re-
ceived, this is substituted for the soft copy.

If the original copy is subsequentiy found, the
" substitute copy should be removed from the
file and discarded. : :

902 Official Publications and Indices
of U.S. Patents

[R-

Manual of Classification
23]

The Manual of Classification is published in
loose-leaf form, und supplementary sheets con-
taining changes are issued from time to time
to replace the original sheets,

All manual changes are effected Ly a series
of Classification Orders each of which is cur-

902.01

along
; the tasks of searching and filing. Soft
longer are of any value to the
gn patents are usually kept in
‘mtents and are preferably arranged
nt  publications or  photacopies.
thereof ' containing disclosures for particular

subclasses, if numerous, should be filed in shoes -
following the foreign patents, otherwise at the

_ : ! Where they
are incomplete, the Examiners using such files

References removed from

wise should, of course, be promptly returned.

ephcement ‘

90202

inl Gazette to the

manuals up to
‘pnblished, each
e hie m ;

s manual will at all times be .
plete and up-to-date. As supplementary sheets -
- are issued, the old sheets should be removed,
and the new sheets substituted therefor.
There are over 300 classes of utility inven-
~ tions each having a title descriptive of its sub-
ject matter and being identified by one of a
~series of class numbers (some numbers of the
series are blank and not presently assigned to
3 £ <& i £)
any class). Fach class 15 subdivided Inte a
number of subclasses with each subelass bear-
~ ing a title descriptive of its subject matter and
being identified by a subclass number which in
many instances will include decimal fractions.
. A complete identification of a subelass requires
~both :the class and subelass numbers, the class
- number appearing first and the subclass nu
. ber second, e.g., ‘1 1” identi :
am AB1 R

A Brief Statement on the Use of the Manual.
Classes Arranged by Related Subjects. Tab-
nlation of classes, in which the classes are ar-
ranged in three major subjech groups, with the
classes listed under each group by relationship

of subject matter. This tabulation is for the
purpose of assisting the user in finding the
main class pertinent to his search.

- Classes Avranged by Framining Groups.

- Classes Listed Alphabetically by title.
- Classes Listed Numerically with titles.
Subelaxs Schedules. Complete subelass sched-
~nles for each class, the utility classes appear-
ing first in numerical sequence of class num-
bers, and then the design classes in numerical
sequence - of design class numbers. Design
class alphabetical sequence by class names cor-
~respon£5 to numerical sequence. ‘This is not
true of the utility classes.

Alphabetical Inder. Words and phrases
(frequently called titles) identifying variouns
characters of patentable subjects arranged in
alphabetical order, with the citation of a class
or both class and subelass in which subject
matter identified by the title will be found.

902.02 Definitions [R-23]

All of the utility classes (i.e., classes devoted
to technology) except a few unrevised classes
have definitions, None of the design classes
has definitions,

Such definitions state the subject matter that
is found in each defined class and subelass

14H Rev. 23, Jan. 1970



xplicitly than it is possibl
o (Rﬂ 1d subclass titles.
ini has

| 902.02(a) Search Notes

to where subject matter related to the class will
be found (such notes appearing after the class
definition), and also notes as to where subject

(appearing after the subclass definition).

These notes are intended to indicate both the

“relationship and the difference betw
separately classified subjects.

shonld be regarded as suggestive of additional

902.02(b) Search Cards [R-23]

In one shoe of each defined subelass in bo'th,,

“the Examining Group and the Public Search
Room is a “Search Card” having the definition
~of the subclass and the search notes if any.

902.03 U.S. Patent Classification In-
dices [R-23] -

A number of indices of U.S, patents are avail-
able and may be nsed to obtain classification
data of 17.S, patents. Lo

’; 902.03(3) | Numerical :[R-’-23]~

- A numerical index of domestic patents giv-
ing their present original classification is in

card files in the Public Search Room and in

ledger bhooks in the Documentation Service
Branch, . O ‘

A numerically arranged punched card index
of hoth original and officially cross-referenced
domestic patents is on file in the Machine Tab-
ulating Branch of the Adminisfrative Services
Division,

In each of the above, there is u separate in-
dex for each series, X. 1836, AL, Re, PP’ and D.
For the present original classification, call Ext.
3951, For oflicial cross references of a given
patent, call Ext. 3180,

Rev. 23, Jan., 1970

The definitions have search notes as a part
thereof; namely, notes giving information as

~ Tabulated lists for each subclass can be ob-
tained, one list for originals and one list for

matter pertinent to the subclass will be found
 cross-reference and published abstracts of U.S.

‘Such search notes are not exhaustive and

fields of search, but not as limiting the search.

903.01  Statutory Authority

[R-éé] 0

 slips (Form
' r 1,987,
)6, P.P. 1, and for ali-
ssued patents, and containing the

¥0, Rk , 1) 126,79
subsequen 1 its, an ai
original classification and cross-references or-

 Cards representing all U.S. patents, arranged

1 the Machine Tabulating Branch
of the Administrative Services Division.

applications.

maintained a subelass “count,” giving the num-

~ ber of U.S. patents originally classified in each
class and subclass, and a corresponding “count”

for cross-referenced U.S. patents.

902.04 Classification Orders and Bul-

[R-23]

letins

- Classification Orders are issued from time to
time giving all changes in the classification

that have been made officially, including every
change to be made in the Manual of Classifica-
tion or in the definition books.

"~ Copies are distributed to all Examining
(iroups for immediate use. 5

 Each order, except for these portions per-
taining to the amendment of existing defini-

tions, is subsequently printed in the Official
“Gazette. ‘

... These orders are from time to time collected

“and issued as a Classification Bulletin. As

class schedules and definitions are extensively
amended to take care of developments subse-
quent to original classification, they are repub-
lished in amended form in Classification Bul-

letins.

903 Classification
[R-23]

The statutory authority for establishing and

maimaining a classification is given in the fol-

lowing statute, which states: ,
353 U.K.C. 9. Classification of  patents. The Com-
missioner muy revise and maintain the classification

dered at time of issue are on file in the Docu-
 mentation Service Branch. S

902.08(c) Subelase Livs

by class and subelass, ave available in punched
“card form

In the Documentation Service Branch, is




_of United States lett
and printed pubile
cable, for the pu
' m 7ith readiness and accuracy Ity
'ngVenttOns, for which applications ‘for patent are filed.
903.02 Basis and Principles of
. fieati 3]
- The basis of ¢l

set forth in the booklet Development and Uxe

oéPa'w‘ent Classifioation Systems, which is avail-
able in each Art Unit. Since classification is

the basic tool of every Examiner, this booklet,

particulariy as it relates to the ﬁ)resent classifi-

~ cation system, should be carefully studied.

- Unofficial subclasses and digests made by
- Examiners, if made in accordance with the plan
of classification, could be defined and issued ss
~an official turt of the classification. See § 90502

for procedure for ordering patent copies for
use as unofficial cross-references. =

- Examiners establishing unofficial sﬂbcl,ass&s ,

or digests should consult the Patent Classifier
having jurisdiction of the class to the end that,

when the work is completed, it can be defined

and made official. q
' 903.02(a) New and Revised Classes

" The establishment of new classes or sub-

classes and the revision of old classes are done
_ under the supervision of a Patent Classifier.

The Classifier performing the reclassification
. secures a set of patent copies of the present clas-

~ sification, by either orderin%{soft copies or bor-
- rowing the Public Search Room copies. With
these copies, by study and successive groupings,
he develops an arrangement of the patents
which is satisfactory for searching. ~
The lines marking the confines of the new or
revised class and its subclasses are determined.
~and appropriate definitions drawn. Then the
Examner’s and the Public Search Room’s
copies of the patents included in the new class
are collected, arranged and stam conform-
ably to the new cﬁus@iﬁcaﬁon. rial omneg.

references are also prepared and appropriately

stamped.

The patents comprised in the new class are
gptered upon the numerical and subclass in-

ices.

Notification of the new class or subclass is
published in the Official Gazette, and Supple-
mentary sheets necessary to correct the loose
leaf Manual of Classification are publicherl.

Definitions of all revised classes and sub-
classes are found in the Classification Bulletins.

1281 O~ -3

nsi-

Patent Office, the principles followed, and the
reasons why such principles were adopted are

‘the crushed stonme. =
~ ject Matter. Features may be added to the
~ basic subject matter which do not cha s

-character thereof; but do perfect it for its in-

tends to perfect a stone crusher b{l providing ,
d thus prevent

“character of the machine.

903.08

903.02(b) Seope of a Class

ification system, it is nec-

nization of the clase

ded in the search

e initial analysis should determine which
one or ones of the several types of subject mat-
_ ter {manufacture, art, ap

material) are contained in the class being

. considered.

~ Further, relative to each type of subject mat- -
ter, it is necessary to consider each of the
various combinations and subcombinations set
out below: e
Feature Combined with Bazic Subject Mat-

 ter for Some Added Purpose. The added pur-
- pose is in excess of the sco

, of the subject
matter for the class, as defined in the class defi-
nition, e.g., adding a sifter to a stone crusher
which gives the added function of separating

Feature Combined to Perfect the Basic Sub-

tended purpose, e.g., an overload release means

means to stop it on overload an 1
ruining the machine. However, this perfect-
ing combined feature adds nothing to the basic

Basic Subject Matter. The combination of
features necessary and essential to the funda-
mental character of the subject matter treated,
e.g., & stone crusher requires a minimum num-
ber of features as essential before it can func-

“tion as such.

Subcombinations Specialized to Basic Sub-
ject Matter.
may have subcombinations specialized to use
therewith, e.g., the crusing element of a stone

crusher. :
Subeombinations of General Utility. Each

type of basic subject matter may have sub-
combinations which have utility with other
and different types of subject matter, e.g., the
machine elements of a stone crusher. Subcom-

‘binations of this character usually are provided
~ for in some general class so that the Examiner

should determine in each instance where they
are classified.

903.03 Classification of Foreign Pat.
ents [R-26]

Foreign patents are distributed by the Scien-
tific Library to the Examining Groups with
forms 1121 attached. The Examiner should
indicate the proper classification on both the
foreign patent and form 1121.

Rev. 26, Oct. 1970

ratus or erarting

ths

Each type of basic subject matter .



903.04

- ble in his Group, the Exan
~ Group in which he consid
b . Any indication of clas: le by
: mibmry is advisory only, and the final deci-
on &s to where the patent is to be placed is
made by the Examiner in whose art it 1s
classifiable. g T

All subclasses in which g cc»;tf of the foreign
patent is desired should be indicated on form
1 he file clerk will order any necessary
additional copies and place the classification
indicated on form 1121 onthem. .~
Al foreign patents should be classified and
 forms 1121 returned tc the Scientific Library

by the due date indicated on form 1121.

1f the Examiner desires to update the classifi-
cation of a foreign patent by changing, can-
celling or adding copies, he should notify the
- Scientific Library by forwarding a completed

~form PO-1122. ‘ o e !
It is helpful if the copy is either folded or
disassembled and re-stapled so that the most
_ significant sheet of drawing is exposed when
the copy is in the shoe case. NOTE : Since the
Library retains copies of these and other for-
eign patents (See § 901.06(a)), a desired for-
eign patent, known by country and number,
can be inspected in the Library or photocopies
ordered. . T

The Search Center forwards to the Exam-
ining Groups all United Kingdom, French,
Swiss, German, Japanese and Soviet Union
patents or published applications and only
those other foreign patents or published a{Jph-
cations which do not claim priority elsewhere.
- Duplicates from these countries should be re-
tained in the files to comply with the minimum
documentation requirements of the proposed
Patent Cooperation Treaty. ,

Unnecessary duplicates should be destroyed.

When a partial translation is desired, return
the patent to the Translation Section, Scien-
tific Library, with the word “Title” or “Claim”
~ or other specific portion indicated thereon.

The Library invites Examiners confronted
with language problems in classifying foreign-
language patents to call upon its {ranslators for
oral language assistance to be provided at the
Examiners’ desks. Examiners are accordingly
encouraged to request this help by contacting
the Translation Section by phone. Examiners
are privileged to ask for specific translators if
they so desire,

Time spent in classifying foreign patents-is
allowed in computing an Examiner’s output.
The method used in classifying foreign patents
and the assigniment of suech work among the

 Ifthe forezgnpate%t
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photolithographic copies are retained in the re-
. 8pective classes in the Groups and no changes
~in the classification or the arrangement of the
- copies are
© §903.05.

‘made after the issuance of the patent.

903.05

ners of the Group are left to the Super-
sory Primary Examiners. The hours spent by
.xaminer cn this work are noted on the
individual Examiner's record of “Other” time
(PO-6%0E). ~

903.04 Stamping of Examiner’s and
: Search Reom Copies [R-23]

Before each application in issue becomes a
patent, the Issue and Gazette Branch forwards
the issue slip and the printed Examiner’s and
Search Room copies of the patent to the Weelly
Issue Section for stamping and recording of
the classification of the patent, preparation of
cross-references and transmittal to the Exam-
iner and Search Room on the date of the
patent.

. After they are so

‘stam ped and recorded, the

permitted except as set out in

The classification printed in the heading of
Fatems issued since 1933 cannot always be re-
led upon to be the present original c%assiﬁca-
tion, since this data is obtained from the file -
wrapper of the application at time of issue and
will not reflect any changes in classification

Transfer of U.S. Patents

 [R-23]

The transfer of official copies of U1.S. patents,
either original or cross-reference, from one
class or subclass to another requires the ap-
proval of a Classifier. ,

Examiners must submit to the Documenta-
tion Division all questions of transfer of
patents. , '

When an Examiner desires to transfer offi-
cial copies of domestic patents to a different
class or subclass, he should have a memoran-
dum list prepared for signature of the Primary
Examiner of the numbers of all patents which
are to be transferred indicating only the class
and subclass into which each is to be placed.
Both originals and properly identified official
cross-references may be included in the same
list and these may involve transfers to or from
any number of different classes or subclasses.
Additional cross-reference copies of any listed
patent may also be requested. This list with the
Examiner’s copies of the patents is routed
through uny other Group involved for its
prompt approval or comment and is forwarded

to the Dorumentation Division.




‘%ubclass lists ave altered

PRIGX ABT, CLASBIFICATION SEARCH

patents are
1t index and

‘with the new

classification. When the transfer is not ap-

proved, the copies of the patents. ‘mll be re-

“turned with a notification thereof.

Unauthorized transfers render the subc]a%eq,

_in the Public Semch Room o longer dupli-

149

is given in the Manual of Clerica

’at&s of those in the anmlners ro0ms, ,apdf o
. ermcorrect the oﬁiomi namerlcal index

en it becomes ‘necessary in the course of &
transfer to remove copies from the files in the -
Public Search Room, a dummy a little longer
t?an a patent copy is substituted therefor, and
the
drawn are written thereon.

The procedure for transferrmg an entxre .
cla:s'm' subclass from one Group to another
F ()perat ions.

i Page 130 ontitted) Rev. 26, Oct. 1870

entification’ data of the putents w;th» L



official cross-
5 ,atents

I)acumentatmn Dw:sxon a hst r

of p‘ltents and relative to each patent indicate
the class and subelass in which it is thought
each shoulil be eross-referenced.

b. The preferred mode of ordering a cross-
reference where the Examiner has a soft copy
with the pertinent portion marked, is to indi-
cate on tm

Such - soft copy. should be
Documenmtmn

cross-referenced.
forwarded  to . the.

~sary action taken and the soft copy returned
~ within two d‘lV§ of 1ts recelpt

903 06(3) Dlscoverv of New' Cross-
‘ References [R—-23]

Patents Whlch are nseful as references may be ‘

fmmd either in the course of a search or from
inspection of the Official Gazette each week.
Soft copies nn) he placed in the Examiner’s

search files. See § 905.02. However, if they con-
tain disclosure properly classifiable in an official
subclass, they shcnrl)e be given the status of offi-
cial eross- referex)cea 1n ac cord.mce \vxth N 903.06.

903.07 ClhéSifying and Cross-Re'fer-
encing at Allowance

personally review the classification and cross-
referencing made by his assistants of every ap-
plication passed for issue and to print. his full
name on tE blue issue classification slip to show
that this review has been made.

Both the blne issue classification slip (PO-

270) and the file wrapper provide spaces for the
full names of the ‘Assxst‘mt qummer and
*Primary Examiner.”

An Examiner with full signatory authontv
who acts on an applieation himself : and sends 1t
to issue should write his full name on the blne
issue slip and stamp and initial the file wrapper

ondy in the “Primary Examiner” space. A line.
slmuld be drawn through thie “Assistant Exam-

iner” spaces on both the blue issue slip and the
file wrapper to make it clear that the absence of
an initial or signature in the box was not an
oversight,

The initial clussifieation of pending 1pphc1-
tions and the drawings thereof will have been

LD R e E A

"‘erence copzes of, f

‘ cla.sszﬁmnon "of 0.

marked soft copy the class and
subelass in which it is thought it should be

‘Division
‘where it will be promptly inspected, the neces-

- gin of the drawing. Care shou

[R-27]

It is the dutv of each Primary memer to

! muld be pevxewed in order to
ibject matter covered thereby.

€ bject matter covered by

ns that determines the omgmalx
patents. ~

“official classification should

Only the co

be left on the file and drawing of each .xpph-‘

cation when passed for issue.

tmn slip (PO-270) or a salmon slip (PO-328)
in the case of designs to indicate the class and

 subelass in which the patent should be classified

and also the classes in which it should appear

~as a cross reference. The Examiner should be
~ certain that all subclasses into which he places
~ cross-references are still

- Examiner attaches the blue issue classifiea-
 tion slip 1o the inside of the left fold of the file
wrapper to be forwarded to ﬂm I»uo and

in existence. The

Gazette Branch. ‘
The Examiner also enters the chsz,lﬁcatlon
appearing on the issue classification slip in the

- space provlded on the front of the file and in the

fz at the left mar-
1 be exercised to
see that all three entries of the classification are

space provided in the stampin

~correct and in agreement, particularly after

any alteration of one entry, for otherwise the
patent will be printed with
sification or 1mproperly po=1txoned in the Offi-

cial Gazette. .
All Examiners are requested to ﬁll in the

class and subclass on the drawings in large
- numerals nsing as much of the space provided

as feasible. In this way the filing of drawings
and subsequent retrieval by the Issue and
Gazette Branch will be g!’e‘ltiv azded See also
§ 1502.10. :

The hupplement to thc \[mmal of (“lass1ﬁca-
tion" identifies all unofficial subelasses and
digests in all classes (excluding designs) which

‘were of record at the time the Supplement was

prepared. This Supplement is intended as an
interim publieation only until the Manual of
Classification can be completely reprinted with
the unofficial subelasses and digests shown in

‘their proper relationship to their respective

classes.
- All examiners must include unofficial subclass 5
desigmators on the blue issue slips (P0O-270)
at the time of issue when appropriate (exclud-
ing design classes). This applies to both the
original “classification and the cross- rofu-enov
classification. Any time that a patent is being
issued in or eross-referenced to a subelass con-
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The Examiner fills out a blue issue classifica-

AN erreneous clas-



g’ unofficial subclass {ine

. now designated with an “R”

and if the patent does not fit an.

official subclass, the blue slip should
~the “R” designation. It is permissible to place
. multiple copies of a
" unofficial subclasses. '
. When the original

h

_should also include the alpha designation. -
~ Digests should also be included on the blue
issue slip, but the original classification must

atent in a digest must be in the cross-

a})
refe

DIG and appropriate digest number. -

RESUBMISSION

patent into a single set of
atent is classified in an

. ding the “R” subclass),
the front of the file wrapper and the drawing

never be a digest. The indication for a copy of

: rence area of the blue issue slip and must
- be identified by class number, alpha characters

e case,

 systematic notes should be kept as to cross-
_references needed either due to claimed or un- .
claimed disclosure. Examiners handling related

subject

‘claimed ¢

The original classification assignment of an
application may have involved a “borderline”

situation. The file wrapper of such an applica-

tion will be stamped, “I |
CLASSIFICATION DIV, ——, ete.”, the
stamp appearing below the Interference Search

ed. “RESUBMIT TO

hox. A “Special” tag should be attached to the

file when resubmitted. Note that there should
be no resubmission if there is, at the time of

allowance, no longer any doubt or dispute about .

the proper classification.

~ In the case of oversized patents, where only
a minor portion of the disclosure is pertinent
to the subclass in which a cross reference 1s to

be placed. the Examiner may indicate on the.

issne classification slip that a digest of the
patent should be prepared, thus, 74-340 (di-
gest). After the hard copy is printed, the Issue
Section of the Documentation Service Branch
inquires of the Examiner as to which sheets of
the patent should constitute the digest.  Where
an official Classification Order affects an appli-
cation already passed to issue, the Documenta-
tion Division makes the necessary changes on
the file wrapper, blue slip, and drawing, if any.
The Clerk of the Examining GGroup is notified
so that the Serial Register card inay be simi-
larly changed,

Applications whieh already have bheen sent
to the printer will be classified by the Docu-
mentation Division at the time the patent issues,

Rev, 27, Jan, 1971

cross-references are needed. A cross-reference

matter should be consulted during
- (whether they handle larger un-
inations or ciaimed or unclaimed,
s subcombinations), and asked if

prosecu

MUST be provided for all CLAIMED dis

~closure where possible and inserted on the blue

issue classification slip at time of issue. :
Issnmg in Another Exam-

. ining Group Without

Tramsfer [R-23]

‘When an Examiner issues a prospective pat-

ent in another Examining Group, he notes
in the space provided on the blue issue classifi-
cation slip, én red ink, the class and subclass of -
the other Group, and in parenthesis the number

of said other Group. ‘(Tge initials of said other

Primary Examiner must also appear in said
space.} - In the lower left corner, the Examiner
writes his own Group number in black ink.
(When the patent issues, the Documentation
Division Wilf: as a matter of routine, send the

" necessary notices to the Group involved.)

- The sending of cases to issue from one Group
and assigning them to classes in another Group
is restricted to those situations where both Ex-

- ‘aminers concur in the proposed classification of

the patent, which must be shown by the con-

curring Examiner initialing the issue classifica-

tion slip, or where there has been a ruling by a

Patent Classifier, who must initial the shp.

903.08 Applications: Assignment and
| Transfer [R-23]

 The Exa}minin.g Group to which an applica-
tion Is assigned is responsible for its examina-

“tion until such time as the application is offi-

152

cially transferred to another Group by the
Documentation Division.

The Primary Examiners have full authority
to accept any application submitted to them
that they beﬁeve is properly classifiable in a
class in their Art Unit.

903.08(a) New Applications [R-27]

New applications are assigned to the various
Examining Groups in the first instance by the
Applieation Branch.




iwing, and serial register
en to the appropriate Super- , o T
e cle . The classification assignment of an applica-
_ tion to the proper Examining Group, especially

visory Primary Examiner. The clerks shoul
. pot permit these cases to remain overnight
- fore distributing. ' '

If the Supervisory Primary Examiner de-
cides that the application properly belongs in

his Art Unit, it is processed as a new receipt.
See §903.08(b).

When a new application is received which,
in the opinion of the Primary Examiner, does

s not bel

to his Group, he nny request trans-

fer to ther Group. See § 903.08(d).

' their considered opinion that the classification
of such an application should be reconsidered

Documentation Division will reconsider the

Form PO-#7, “Transfer Request” consists  case on a “Special” basis.

e copies and is used as a transmittal, Gronp

charge and notification form. e
If the search in connection with the first ac-

i tion develops art showing proper classification
elsewhere,

the transfer is initiated after a re-

~sponse s received from applicant,

 BorvrRLINE CLASSIFICATION

when there is submission to and assignment by

‘the Oflice of Documentation, often involves a =
borderline situation. Classifiers in the Office of

Documentation, when assigning such border-

line cases, will stamp the file wrapper directly

below the interference search box when it is

on allowance. The stamp will indicate which

Rev. 27, Jan., 1971




: makes a transfer proper, steps should be taken

he Supervi ' Exami ,_
them, noting in lead pencil in the space p
vided on the face of the nd in the u

. left hand corner of 1

the class and subclass to S
and also the name or initials of the

or the assigned docket designation. The app
- cation file 1s th

processing.

903.08(c) Immedmte ‘Inspection of
" Amendmems [R-24]
 Upon the receipt of an amendment which

~ promptly in accordance with the transfer pro-
_ cedure outlined in § 903.08(d). ‘ S

26]

TransFErs BETWEEN Art Units WITHIN 1

Same GrouP .
Where there is a difference of opinion among

‘the Supervisory Primary Examiners as to as-

si%;iment within the same Group, the matter is
su mit@ed to the Documentation “Postman™ for
resolution. ~ e '

TraNSFERS Berweex DIFFERENT GROUPS

“Transfer of undocketed and docketed new and |

amended applications may be requested between

Groups via the regular messenger service with- -
out submission to, or approval by the Office

of Documentation. However, the forwarding
Group must send the application to the receiv-
ing Group with a transfer request, PO—47,
within one calendar week of receipt in the for-
‘warding Group. Amended applications must be
‘submitted within two weeks of the Group re-
_ceipt date of the amendment. If an application
is not submitted within the time limit, it must
be classified, assigned and retained in the orig-
inal Group. i
Exceptions to these time limits are:

I. All new applications (docketed and un-

docketed) transferred to Group 220 purely for
security reasons.

2. New undocketed applications which are
hand carried.

158

 Group, ho ¢
. full explana

ren turned over to the Clerk for

_ entire file to the other Group Art Unit. ~
] Examiner agrees to accept
the application, he initials the form PO—447

and the face of the file wrapper. The transfer
is effected by the clerk in the Group which ac-

; 90308(d) ~ Transfer Procedul'e [R_ L

~ space. Where acceptance of an application is

rm PO—147 by giving a

in the other ( 4
‘ided on the form a
st be included:

(1) Identification of the controlling. claim =

‘examinable in another Group.

. transfer agreement. . e

{3) Other reasons—vwith full explanation.
~ The Supervisory Primary Examiner may give
the complete file with form PO-#47 attached.

to his transfer clerk for forwarding by regnlar
messenger service, or he may obtain the docket

register card from the clerk and hand carry the

- If the receivin

cepts the application by transfer. Application
Branch is notified by
warding Group is notified by PO—447(e).
If the other Examiner does NOT agree to

ceipt, he indicates his reasons and adds his
nitials on the form PO-47 in any available

refused by the second Group within one week

mitted to the Documentation Division assact-
ated with the forwarding Group for decision.

If an application is not refused within the time

limit, the second Group must keep and examine

the application, i (= e
Transfer inquiry after expiration of the time

period may be made by hand carrying the ap-

~ plication directly to the second Group for pos-
sible acceptance. If it is accepted, the transfer

is effected, but if it is refused, the original

Giroup must keep and examine the application.

Transfer of amended applications (any ap-
plication having a response to an action by the
Patent Office) may be requested by using the
regular messenger service, if transfer is initi-
ated within two weeks from the Group receipt

date of the response. The procedure for request-

ing transfer of such an amended application is
similar to the procedure for requesting transfer

- of a new case. The time limit for initinting

transfer of an amended application is two weeks
from the Group receipt date of the response.
The procedure for hand carrying an amended
application is also similar; if accepted after the

Rev., 26, Oct. 1870

d ﬂ'”",”no?belong‘in nis

of the reasons for classification
oup Art Unit. In the space pro-
t least one of the following

(2) Identification of any existing in‘fo‘m,ia‘i’

PO-417 (a) and the for-

accept the application within one week of re-

of receipt in the second Group, it may be sub-



of transfer. =

 Proceoure 1x THE Docv

ation Divistox

 The Classifier may assign the application in
accordance with the forwarding Examiners

recommendations or, when this i
ate, to some other Group. He writes
‘class and Group Art Unit numbers

_tials on the face of the file wrapper and on | O-

447, briefly giving his reasons in the space pro-

vided on the form.

Where the change results in assignment of an

- the jurisdiction of

- application to a class un
n, the Classifier

another Documentation Div

. obtains the concurrence and skg’nature' on P_()—
her Pocumentation

447 of a Classifier in the
Division. ‘ T
As heretofore, under certain circumstances a
Classifier may, contrary to controlling classifi-

kept in view that

: ;{h@fact es;&u; be bqrjﬁg.liﬁ mind that the
ollowing regulations are only general guides,
and exceptions frequently arise because of some

. unusual condition. The fact should also be
; the Patent Classifiers as well
‘as the Patent Examiners are confronted with

an already existing classification, made up
of newly revised classes, those revised years:

_ ago and which have somewhat outgrown their

existing ' condit!

~up for assignment
~ the cases into the
- the ap
. dled.

_ cation rules, assign an application to a class or
Group which in his judgment is better equipped
to examine the application. This is fully
described in paragraph 6 and 9 of § 903.08(e):
see also the last paragraph of §903.08(a).

Assignment by the Classifier becomes final, and
no transfer should be accepted without the
Classifier’s initials on the face of the “file

wrapper. ,
RECONSIDERATIONS

 The Supervisory Primary Examiner of the
Group Art Unit to which an application is trans-

ferred may request reconsideration provided
that Group Art Unit has not seen the applica-
tion before the transfer, if he believes the
~ Classifier’s assignment is in error, by briefly
stating his reasons on a new form PO-447 and
sending it with the application to his Docu-
mentation Division. Only one such request wili
be accepted. The Classifier having jurisdiction
of the class in which the application is assigned
considers the matter and writes his decision on
PO-447. However, reconsideration may not be
requested by a forwarding Group when an
application is returned by a Classifier for
examination. '

Full clerical procedures for transfering ap-
plications are set forth in section 1205 of the
Manual of Clerical Procedure.

Rev. 28, Oct. 1070
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- plans, some on art,

~and some ap)

‘far as possib

definitions and limits, and still others made a

generation. a%)o'and‘ never changed. Also, these

classes are based on different theories and

rt, some on structure, some on
ctions, some \ )

, on no theory or plan at

all. The ‘Pagﬁ {

atchwork and try to get
lications whgre they will be best han-
o do this often violates the Patent Clas-
~really

sifier’s views as to what constitutes a
proper classification. i
1. The assianent of applications follows, as
e, the rules or principles govern-
ing the classification of patents. (See the book-

let Development and Use of Patent Classifica-

tion Systems.) ‘ . e :
2. The most comprehensive claim, that is the
claim to the most extensive combination, gov-
erns, and this is true whether there is only one
such claim and a large number of other claims,
or whether the sets of claims are more evenly
divided. It isregarded as just as vital that one
complex claim be searched and adjudicated by
an Examiner skilled in the art as that a gron
of such claims be so searched and adjudicated.
3. The claims and statement of invention are
nerally taken as they read, since any attempt
of a Patent Classifier to go behind the record
and decide the case upon what is deemed the
“real invention” would, it is believed, introduce
more errors than such action would cure. The
Patent Classifiers cannot possess the specific
knowledge of the state of the art in all the
classes that the Patent Examiners collectively
possess. Further, such questions are matters
of merit for the Examiners to determine and
are often open to argument and are subject for
appeal. : : '
4. The location of the U.S. patents consti-
tuting the prior art is generally controlling
over all else. (Note: Where time permits, ob-
vious misplacements of the patents constitutinﬁ
the prior art are corrected, but to straighten a

e material worked upon,

ifiers cannot change this o
each application comes
“must seek to dovetail




treated in its entirety. The
n is not re’viewed‘by_ th

6. The Patent Classifiers are authorized in
~ all cases, where they evaluate the facts as wa

ranting it, to sssign applications for examin
tion to the Group best able to examine the same.
Since assignment for examination on this basis

“will at times be contrary to classification -

_patents contsining the same character of
~ claims, the Patent Classifiers will indicate the

the Super-

deration
Chemical,

Electrical, or Mechanical, he may submit the ap-
plication to his Patent Classifier who may

assign the application on a “best examinable”

basis, in accordance with this subsection.

~ Some examples of applications which may be

thus submitted include:

(1) An apph

merely in terms of the process forproducing it.

See §705.01(e) (1). e
(2) Where an application properly assigned
‘to a mechanical or electrical class contains at
“Jeast one claim to mixed subject matter, a part
of which is chemical, the application may be
assigned to the appropriate chemical Art Unit
for examination; or where the application is
properly assigned to & mechanical class and 2

claim therein contains electrical subject matter,

the application may be assigned to the appro-.

priate electrical Art Unit for examination.

As indicated earlier, when an application

which had been assigned for examination in ac-
cordance with this subsection ultimately is al-

lowed, it will be classified according to the con-

troling claim. In effect, assignment for exami-
nation may be on a “best examinsble” basis, but
the patent will issue and be classified according
to the rules of superiority in classification ; thus,
the search file will have a constant set of rules
governing placement of patents therein. ‘

Where an application is being reassigned
from one examining discipline to another, under
the provisions of this subsection, the Patent

ification of the patent, if such claims
_to the requirement for restriction may resu ult

, tion containing a hybrid
_ claim wherein, for instance, a product is defined

: ’involve'd is utilized.
- 903.08(f)

ment explaining ‘
plicati on?; tholrl:agferenoe( 8)

case of dispute as to the ne-

rocedure, the Patent Classifier
require the statement.
»”a’p}; lication has been taken up

by an Examiner - or action and s requirement

to restrict is found necessary, a part of the

_claims being directed to matter classifiable in

the Group where the case is being examined, an'.

action requiring restriction should be made

without seeking a transfer of the case to another

in making a transfer of the application
- 8. Ordinarily where ull the claims of an ap-

plication are for an article made of a specific
~ composition or alloy with no other characteris-
tic of the article recited, the application will be

assigned to the composition or alloy class.

8. A class of cases exists in which either no
art or a divided art is found and in which no
rule or principle is involved. (Such cases are
~ placed where, in the judgment of the Patent

Classifiers they will be-best searched and adju- -
dicated. It is often impossible to so explain a
decision in this class of cases as to satisfy, or in
any way aid, the Examiners interested. In-
deed, the reasons for or against sending such
cases one place or another may be so evenly bal-
anced that no reason of any value can be given,
10. An Examiner seeking the transfer of a
case may make a search, both of his own class

~ and the class to which he thinks the case should
be transferred, and the Examiner in charge of
the Art Unit should exhibit the result of such
_ search to the Office of Documentation. This is

the way the expert knowledge of the Examiners

Patent Classifier’s Decision

A Classifier in a Documentation Division de-
cides the question of the proper classification
of the application, and either (1) returns the
application to the Group which submitted it if
he denied the transfer request, or (2) forwards
the application to the Group to which it is
transferred. ‘
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8 Y- 1gn
roup, the Documentatmn ;Dlﬂsmn
Procedures.

action by an Examiner according to its eﬁ'ectlve

~ filing date, it should be treated as special by any
- Examiner, Art Unit, or Group to w hlch it is
traanerred See § 708. 01 . ;

903 09 Intemauo
Patents fm' In
23] o

s The Councll of Europe and thejInmmatmnal
_Baureau for the Protection of Industrial Prop-

erty (BIRPI), have promulgated an Interna-
tiopal Classification of Patents for inventions

270) when an apphcatxon is passed to issue.

BASIC INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
S'mvc'rtmn

An overa.ll plcture of the Intematlona.l
Classification Syst.em breakdown is as follows:
Section ,
Subsection
. Class
Subclass
Grou
~ Su
Thls can be graphlcally 1llustrated bhus

Section ~
, ’ .
\AOIb A//m/;s
Group
Scdwn——Subcectwn

The International Clu.smﬁcatlon is dxvxded ‘
into the following main sections bearing capital

letters A through H, and then, into subsections
(without any dem,gmtmg symbol) :
A. Human necessities:
Subsections: Agncult.ure ~
Foodstuffs and tobacco
Personal and domestic
articles

Health and amusement

Rev. 28, Oct. 1070 1!

, rocesses
the case as descnbed in the Manual o Clencal :

If the case is one \\hlch had been taken up for. e

rClmnﬁcatlon of f
‘tfons [R—— .

' H E‘.ectnmtv

(abbreviated “Int. CL”). The full Int, Cl. des-
- ignation must be placed in the indicated space
on the blue issue classification slip (form PO-

V‘Subclaas (Correspondmg to I

Subelass Group (Corresponding to US

Subgroup

.~Chemis andmetallurgy & .
Subsgtylons Chemistxy T

. Textll% and a
qubqactxong ?I?extxi

leed constyructmns :
- Subsections: {’s{mldmg

. \Inchamcs hghtmg, and heatmg Ny
Subsecuons Engmw and pumps

eering in general

ﬁn and heating

: om. bla.stmg 3!
Ph sics: : e

ubsectmns Instmments
‘ ?‘i’ucleomcs s

G.

Subsecuon Electncxty
C ’?ass L :
Each sectmn or subsecuon is dn ided mto '

classes which are designated by a two digit

number following the section desxgnatxon

Example: ‘
‘A01—Agriculture; Forestry; Animal Hus-
- bandry; Huntlng, rappmg, Flsh-
g : '
Class)

Each class is divided into subclasses whlch
are designated by a lower case letter
i Example
A01b—Seil \sorkmg in agrlculture or
' forestry ' :

class)

Each subclass is divided into units referred -

to as groups which are identified by a number
to the left of a dlagonnl slash. and 00 to the
right thereof. :
Example:
A01b 1/00 Hand tools

Subgroups (Correspondmg to I’S Indented

Subclasses)

Groups may be divided into subgmurq which
are designated by a number to the right of the
diagonal slash,

Example:

A01b 1/02—spades; shovels

4.2

Mainline Sub- e




. CrassrrYinoINTaE I

constituent parts.
A Selecting subclass
" Class) | i
- In the International
occurs: T
1. A subclass providi or the inherent na-
 ture or function of the invention,and
9. a subelass for its intended field of use.

_ Preference must be given to the intended field o
of use unless the invention is clearly specially
adapted to a particular intrinsic function for

~which a class exists. The classifier must decide
~ whether the invention is specially adapted to
one field of use, or whether it is applicable to

be desirable to classify the invention in both
“places (intrinsic function and intended field of

problem may be found in paragraphs 20, 21 in

Int. CI. |

B. Se?edz?zg Groups ~(Cprrespoudiﬁg to U.S.

Mainline Subclasses)

There are no firm rules of hierarchy. Fre-

quently, there will be two or more groups which
seem

ventions may be found in the lower part of the

schedule. f oy

C. Selecting Subgroups (Corresponding to U.S.
Indented Subclasses) ‘ o

‘An invention should be classified in the lowest

(most indented) subgroup which is compre-

invention. ,

T.S.—INTERNATIONAL (CLASSIFICATION
CONCORDANCE

The Office of Search Systems and Documen-
tation has prepared a concordance between the

It is further recognized that the concordance
 may be incomplete in some areas and contain

more than one particular field. It may, of course,

‘ining Corps is requested to report any suggested
- changes to the Administrator, Office of Search

use) ; especially when the choice of a single
_place rests on the classifier’s opinion rather
than on fact. More detailed treatment of this

the “Forward and Guide” in Volume 1 of the
- about five years. ; f

ually relevant, requiring a choice be-
tween them or classification in more than one
group. Contrary to U.S. practice, in which the
more comprehensive subject matter appears
first in the schedule, in the Int. Cl, these in-

‘on all issuing applications and Defensive Pub-

hensive to embrace all essential features of the

154.3

U8, classes an&'subalésses a’nd’ftiie International
- Classification. It is well recognized that the
‘two systems are conceptually different; the

U.S. system being based primarily on structure
nd function while the fntematmnai Classifi-
cation is primarily industry and profession ori-
nted. With this in mind, it will be seen that

‘2 complete one to one concordance between the

two systems cannot be attained. The concord-
ance then must be recognized as a guide to be

~used in conjunction with the International
 Classification Manual, and not as a translation
list. An indication on the concordance may re-
fer to only one relevant group, and not neces-

sarily the only group in which the patent can
or should be classified. ' '

errors in other areas. Therefore, if corrections
need to be made in the concordance, the Exam-

Systems and Documentation, Room 2-8A11.
Continuing revision is envisaged to improve

the International Classification system and to

take account of technical development. A for-

“mal adoption of modifications, however, is not

expected to take place at shorter intervals than

i R GENERAL ,
1. International Classification will be placyed G

lication documents. = e .
-2, Each person involved in placing Interna- =
tional Classification on patents should read
pages ix to xxxiii in the front of Volume 1 of
the International Classification of Patents
Manual. i

3. As indicated above the International Clas-

~sification of Patents of the issuing application
~ should be placed on the blue issue classification

slip (Form PO-270) in the space headed “In-
ternational Classification.”

4. It is required that one International Clas-
sification and no more than three (3) be placed
on all cases, It is required that the full elabo-
ration be designated (e.g. A0lc 5/00).

Rev. 26, Oct. 1570




c;pem ﬁcahon or drawmg

Wulun Scope of Clair

o Substantxally every claim mcludes withi
~ breadth or scope ofl:is:eﬁmtmn one or m
~ant embodiments not disclosed by )

- which would,fantxcxpate the terms of the defin
- ' so analyzed an

hat any such variant encountere

the ‘search will be reco,r.{mzed and

t (eg. a machme or other ap-
83 defined by the

Y
_delineate the limitation
_ more sketches, each of which is as divergent

om the particular disclosure as is permitted

claim recitation, will assist the Examiner in

~ determining the claim’s actual breadth or scope.
 However, an applicant will not be required to
_ submit such sketches of claim structure (In re

~ Application filed November 16 1951

. 1945,
C.D. 15 646 0.G. 5). |

382-764 0—70—5

| Sii"ﬁld note

_order to clearly
the claim. Twoor

In outhmng a ﬁeid of search the Exammer% .
;class and subclass that may
rtinent to e subject matter as
subclass and digest pertinent
_claimed sﬁfmld bﬁ

] Sl 'fi: robable :1 t to th bect"“
o 90401(” Varlant odnne ts ! p e areas relevant to eclalmedsu]

‘ !ier and should cover the disclosed features

, oHowmg should be | pt in- mmd (a) e
at” a combmatxon reference is necessary to

ject a claim drawn to an old or exhausted

mbination, (b) that a combination reference e

waluable as a basic reference where elements
thereof may be varied by substituting equiva-

lent e]ements of a secondary reference, (c) that
: ~ - a convincing aid to a re]ectmn on the ground

: ype f mb}ect matter capable of S
_showing the subcombinations to h

ready reco ]
_general utility, (d) that combma,tlon claims
_can be shown unpatentable
rately  classified
where ‘reasons
_visusness in formin ;
_ that in the rejection of a claim on the ground
of aggregation. the citation of references show-

of old combination is the citation of references
ized as having practi

by combining sepa-
bcombmatlonal nf;e

g the combination, and (e)

ing the individual utility of the elements may
better prove that the a
no more than the sum of the features shown by -
the several element.al patents .

Rev 24, Apr 1970
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be given for holding ob- =

gative structure is



co it mﬁ', 1 be open to

he spy ed on the page he TOOIe U 5131, Xn these cases,

~ of the open file wrapper, stating the classes and ice existe which cannot be so

- subclasses of domestic and foreign patents, ne and which, though inferior, isan ade-
abstract collections and the publications i , asis for rejection, the claims should be

which search for references was made and al Uy rejected thereon. Gy

the date of the search. = Tl ] considered, including non-

In subsequent actions, if further search 1d domestic patents,

~ made, notation of the additional field covered E study the specification or

. is also endorsed and initialed on the file : ntly

90402 Conducting the Search [R-

R i Mi s e
It is a prerequisite to a speedy and just de- Photocopy Orders [R-24]
termination of the issues involved in the ex- e RN S
amination of an application that a careful and b t r applications received from
comprehensive search, commensurate with the Ny tober 1, 1968 and from Japan,
limitations appearing in the most detailed  France and U.S.S.R. since July 1, 1969 are not
- claims in the case, be made in preparing the first - in numerical sequence. Inasmuch as the Patent
action on the merits so that the second actionon ~ Office supplies orders for copies of these foreign
the merits can be made final or the application  documents from master microfilm reels made
allowed with no further searching other thanto  up on weekly or other periodic publishing
update the original search. It is normally not  sequences, all orders must include the country,
enough that references be selected to meet only patent or application number, and the publica- -
the terms of the claims alone, especially if on tion date (1f known) of the ordered document.
broad claims are presented; but the I ‘Reference should be made to §901.05(s)
‘should, insofar as possible, also sub-  to assist in determining the publication date of
_ject matter which the Examin onably  the commonly encountered foreign patents and
- anticipates might be incorporated into appli-  applications. .~ T i
cant’s amendment. A complete searcl .. All orders for photocopies on PO-250 orig-
result if applicant included, at the time of filing ating in the Examining Groups must be au-
- claims varying from the broadest to which he 1orized by an Examiner having full or partial
~ believes he is entitled to the most detailed that  signatory authority in the box headed “PRI-
~ he would be willing to accept. . MARY EXAMINER (Signature)”. The
It thus results that the Examiner finds ref-- stamped name of the authorizing Examiner will
erences that, while not needed for treating the  be indication of authority for Reproduction
claims before him, would be useful f e Section.  Handwritten signatures should not
- stalling the possible presentation of cl ‘to -~ be used. - el : T

~other subject matter regarded by applicant a,s C N R '
905.02 Soft Copy Orders [R-24]

‘his invention, and claimable with the subject
~ matter being currently claimed, but shown to S ,
~ be old by these references. . s Soft copies may be ordered on PO-14 by the
In selecting the references to be cited the EX-  Examiner for his use. These orders are filled
aminer should carefully compare the references employees of Patent Copy Sales Branch.
with one another and with the applicant’s dis- N‘; employees other than those assigned to this
closure to avoid the citation of an unnecessary  Branch have access to the files of printed
number. The Examiner is not cailed upon to  copies of patents. In emergency cases, orders
~ cite all the references that may be available, may be taken to the Chief of the Branch whose
but only the “best.” (Rule 106.) Multiplying  approval thereof, if given, will insure immedi-
. references, any one of which is as good as, but  gte filling of said orders. '
- no better than, the others, adds to the burden T
and cost of prosecution, and should therefore UppaTiNg oF UworrFician, Parext LisTiNgs
be avoided. However, if doubt exists as to , R
the inclusion of a reference, it is better to err in All unofficial patent copies in Official sub-
citing too mmch art rather than too little, classes and Digests have been recorded as of the
The best reference shonld always be the one  smunmer of 1969, In order that each search file
used. Sometimes the best reference will have a . be complete as to unofficial patent copies at the

Rev. 24, Apr. 1070 e 156



~ time oz con

card files, it is nece: ary
~ patent copy subsequent
le be recorded.

* Therefore, when ordering unofficial patent
‘placed in the search file the Exam-
‘indicate the intended classification

£ the patent on form PO-14 “Ex-
“for Soft Copy” under the head-

copies to be

iner shoul

. designatio
. aminer’s

rward the

e

eted I'U-1=: ministrator of
Documentation who will record the patent
number and’

Copy Sales Branch.

hould the “NOTES?” space of form PO-14

be blank upon receipt by Documen
be assumed that the Examiner does not
patent to be recorded. =

Becnuse of the cost of printi
patents, economy should be exerc ised in their

'~ use. No soft copies should, however, be returned

ion, it will

to Patent Copy Sales Branch by Examiners.
(R27] £t e e ey
Orders for Patented and Aban-

£ 905.03 Ord |
" doned Files [R-22]

In the examination of an application it is
sometimes necessary to Inspect the application

papers of some previously abandoned applica-
_tion or granted patent.. s al
~ the case of a reissue application. -~

Patented and abandoned files ma ‘be ob-

‘tained in the Record Room and Al sandoned

File Unit respectively, by filing out Charge .
Form (PO-125), and leaving this Form with
tho clerk in charge. The file should be promptly
returned when the Examiner has finished with -

it. Where a patented file is needed for the pur-
e of reissue or interference, this information

and as soon as these matters have

taining the file, :
e file should be returned to

been disposed of, th
the Record Rooni.
‘“When an interference
_ patent and an application and the interference
1s forwarded to the Board of Patent Interfer-
ences, the clerk in charge of the Record Room

known at all times. 0 o
Examiners may expedite service in obtaining
abandoned files and patented files by ordering
them by telephone. R

ord Room, the name of the person ordering the

search

the will be held at the Record Room and in .
“the ce of such notation it will be sent to
~th indicated, If ordered by phone,
" the Exami
'to complete the Form PO-125 and to pick up
~ the file or he may request the delivery of the file
by regular Office Messenger Service. If the need

intended classification designation

and in turn forward the PO-14s to the Patent , ‘ 10t | ,
‘ sy : “saved by sending a Form PO-125, completed in

~ the manner indicated above, to the Record Room
by regular Office Messenger Service. The file
~will be delivered by the same Messenger Serv-
ice to the Art Unit indicated on the form or it
“will be held at the Record Room only if so re-

ish the

copies of

This is always true in

should be given to the Record Room upon ob--
is declared between a-

shonld be informed in order that the charge
may be changed and the location of the file

When ordering a patented file from the Ree-

157 (Page 138 omitted)

should appear on the Form I’()»l%.’ It is
mportant that the Patent Number be stated
rather than rial Number of the applica-

" tion which matured into the patent. An Ex-

aminer ordering a patented file should also place
his Art Unit number on the Form. 1f the nota- '
ton “HOLD” is marked on the Form PG-125

r may appear at the Record: Room

for the file is hot urgent, Examiner time may be

quested on the Form,

ny

. Patent Copy Sales Branch has charge of the’
“drawings in patented cases. Cancele
.-howeve
drawings
“Files and Drawings.”

! : , d sheets,
are not retained with the patented
but are filed with the “Abandoned

Markking‘ Examiners’ Copies of

905.04
' Patents o

 When the Examiners’ copies of patents are
“sent to their respective Art Units to be filed, -
thev should be routed across the appropriate . -

-

Examiners desks prior to placement 1n the

<hoes. The Assistant Examiners who examined T

the application should mark in ink on the face

- of the drawings, or the specifications where
“there are no drawings, such features as may be

deemed advantageous in aiding understanding

of the patents in future searches.

905.05 Charge for iPél‘)J’i’ng‘ fAjiﬁliCa— i
: _tion Files {R-22] e

Whenever an application file is temporarily

“removed from the Group or Branch having

jurisdiction thereof Charge Form PO-125
must be completed, and left with the clerk in
charge. ' ~ e

' Whenever a file is removed from the Group
_application file rack for use by an Fxaminer
assigned to that GGroup, but not having jurisdic-

tion of that file, cardboard Form OF-25 should
be inserted in place of the borrowed file.

" All files should be returned promptly to their
proper location,
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